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Pursuant to a-Proclamation of the President 
of the United States, calling Congress together in 
extraordinary session this day, Senators assem- 
bled in their Chamber at twelve o’clock meridian. 

There were present— 

‘From the State of Vermont—-Hon. Solomon Foot. 

From the State of Massachusetts—Hon. Henry 
Wilson. 
aion the State of Rhode Island—Hon. Philip 

en, : 

From the State of Connecticut—Hoon. L. F. S. 
Foster and Hon. Isaac Toucey. 

From the State of New “York—~Hon. William H. 
Seward. 

From the State of New Jersey—Hon. John R. 
Thomson and Hon. William Wright. 

From the State of Pennsylvania—Hon. William 
Bigler and Hon. Richard Brodhead. 

From the State of Delaware—Hon. James A. 
Bayard and Hon. John M. Clayton. 

From the State of Maryland—Hon. James A. 
Pearce and Hon. Thomas G. Pratt. 

From the State of Virginta—Hon. R. M. T. 
Hunter. s 

From the State of ‘North Carolina-—Hon. Asa 
Biges and Hon. David S. Reid. : 

From the State of South Carolina—Hon. Andrew 
P. Butler and Hon, Josiah J. Evans. i 

From the State of Georgia—Hon. Alfred Iver- 
son. 

From the State of Florida—Hon. Stephen R. 
Mallory and Hon. David L- Yulee. 

From the State of 4labama—Hon. Clement C. 

Clay, Jr. ; 

From the State of Mississippi — Hon. Stephen 
Adams and Hon. Albert G. Brown. 

From the State of Louisiana—Hon. J. P. Benja- 
min and Hon. John Slidell. 

From the State of Texas—Hon. Sam Houston. 

From the State of Arkansas—Hon. William K. 
Sebastian. 

From the State of Tennessee—Hon. John Beil 
and Hon: James C. Jones. 


From the State of Kentucky—Hon. John J. Crit- 


tenden and Hon. John B. Thompson. 

From the State of Ohio—Hon. George E. Pugh 
and Hon. Benjamin F. Wade. 

From the Slate of Indiana— Hon. Jesse D. 
Bright. : 

From the State of Illinois—Hon. Stephen A. 
Douglas. 

From the State of Michigan—Hon. Lewis Cass 
and Hon. Charles E. Stuart. 

From the State of Wisconsin—Hon. Henry 
Dodge and Hon. Charles Durkee. 

From the State of California—Hon: John B. 
Weller. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senators will 
please come to order. The Scerctary will read 
the proclamation of the President of the United 
States. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


By the, President of the United States of America. 
A PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas, whilst hostilities exist with various Indian 
tribes on the remote frontiers of the United States, and 
Whilst in other respects the public peace is seriously threat- 
ened, Congress has adjourned without granting necessary 
supplies for the Army, depriving the Executive of the power 
to perform his duty in relation to the common defense and 
security, and an extraordinary occasion bas thus arisen for 
assembling the two Houses of Congress: I do, therefore, by 
this my proclamation, convene the said Houses to meet at 
the Capitol, in the city of Washington, on Thursday, the 
Qlet day of August instant; hereby requiring the respective 
Senators and Representatives then and there to assemble: 
to consult and determine on such measures as the state of 
the Union may seem to require. 

In testimony whereof 1 bave caused the seal of the 
[u a] United States to be hereunto affixed, and signed the 
rt *'4 same with my hand. 3 

‘Done at the city of Washington, the 18th day of August, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fiy- 


1 


six, and the independence of the United States the eighty- 
first. FRANKLIN PIERCE. 


By order: . | 
W. L. Marcy, Secretary of State. 


ORGANIZATION. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint tne House of Rep- 
resentatives that a quorum of the Senate is assembled, and 
that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 


A message was received from the House of |; 


Representatives, by Mr. Cciiom, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that a quorum of the House had assem- 
bled, and was ready to proceed to business; also, 
that the House of Representatives had appointed 
acommittee, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on 
the President of the United Statcs, and inform 
him of the organization of the two Houses; and 
that the committee on the part of the House of 
Representatives consisted of Messts. PHELPS, 
Morea, and CULLEN., 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Resotced, That a committee be appointed to join such 
committee as may be appointed by the House of Represent- 
atives, to wait on the President of the U 4 States, and 
inform him that a quorum of each Hou assembled, and 
that Congress is ready to receive fram him any communi- 
cation he may desire to make. _ 

The committee appointed on the part of the 
Senate consists of Messrs. Iverson, ALLEN, and 
Jonzs, of Pennessee. i 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States was received, by Mr. Sıoxey WEBSTER, 
his Secretary, which was read. [For the message, 
see the proceedings of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

ie HUNTER. I move that the message be 
printed, and that ten thousand additional copies 
be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BUSINESS OF THE SESSION. 


Mr. HUNTER. I offer the following joint 
resolution: 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concuiring,) 
That so much of the 2lst joint ruje as requires six days 
from the commencement of the session betore resuming 
the consideration of bills, resolutions, and reports remain- 
ing undetermined at the close of the Jast session, be sus- 
pended during the present session, so far as relates to the 
bill (H. R. No. 153) making appropriations for the support 
or the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 


I will state that the object of that resolution is 
to confine the action of this called session of Con- 
gress, so far as bills are concerned, to that single 
bill which occasioned the call. 
be the pleasure of the two Houses, as we are 
anxious to adjourn as soon as we have disposed 
of the necessary business of the country. - That 
being accomplished, we shall have done all we 
proposed to do when we agreed to the adjourn- 
ment on the 18th instant. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the effect of 


. 


this resolution will be to abrogate the rule so far |: 


as it affects the Army appropriation bill, which 
failed between the two Houses by the adjourn- 
ment. Having no desire myself to expedite the 
passage of that particular bill, as it has been 
amended in the Senate, by striking out the in- 
hibition against employing the Army to enforce 
the acts of the Territorial Legislature (so called) 
of Kansas, and at the same time having no dis- 
position to embarrass the House of Represent- 
atives in its action upon the subject for which 
Congress has-been reconvened, 1 should, if I 
were at liberty to vote, vote against this reso- 
lution. As itis, I will call for the yeas and nays 
upon it; stating for myself that I am unable to 
vote, because I have paired off, as to voting at 
this session, with the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] so long as he shall be 
out of his seat. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands there is ne objection to the consider- 
ation of the resolution. 

Mr. SEWARD. [I call for the yeas and nays 
on the resolution. 


I hope that may || 


| The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 35, nays 6; as follows: 

| YEAS—Moessrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
; See, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigier, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 


! Butler, Casa, © Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, 
i! Evans, Hanter, Iverson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, 
H Pearce, Prait, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Stidell, Stuart, 
i Thompson of Kenincky, Thor Lof New Jersey, Toucey, 
i Welter, Wright, and Yulee—5. ap 
i NAYS~ Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Houston, Wade, 
| and Wilson—6. ; 


H 

i So the résolution was agreed to. 

| STANDING COMMITTEES. 
[ 

| 


Mr. HUNTER. 
; olution that may be necessary to 


enable us to act 
; on executive business: ‘ ; 
ij Resolved, That the standing committees appointed dur- 
; ing the last session of the. Senate be, and they hereby are, 
j reappointed and continued during the present session. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I suggest the addition of the 
; words, ‘as they stood at the adjournment.’* 
Mr. HUNTER, J accept that amendment. 
The resolution as amended was agreed to. 


{i BILLS OF THE LAST SESSION. 


|; A message was received from the House of 
|. Representatives, by Mr. CULLOM, their Clerk, an- 
| nouncing that the House had passed a joint res- 
. olution, providing that such bills as passed: both 
| Houses at the last session, and for want of time 
| were either not presenied to the two Houses for 
i the signature of their presiding officers, or, having 
| been thus signed, were not presented to the Pres- 
! ident for approval, may be now reported or pre- 
; sented i the President as if no adjournment had 

place. : 


l 


i 


taken 
Mr. HUNTER. 


In regard to that matter, I 
do not see how we can agree'to it. 


We cannot, 


+a batch of bills and pass them by joint resolu- 
f tion. Those bills have failed; they failed to receive 
|; the President’s signature; they no longer appear 
if either on our Calendar or oa our table; and the 
' usual course heretofore has been to renew proceed- 
|: ings, and institute the bills de novo, {see no other 
|, course which is consistent with’ our rules. It is 
|: entirely novel for the two Houses tò attempt to 
pass bills by a joint resolution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot concur with my 
friend from Virginia in the view which he takes 
on thispoint. These bills are not dead—they are 
saved by the gpint rule of the two Houses in 
my opinion. at rule-covers all bills that were 
‘remaining undetermined in either House”’ at the 
close of the last session, which stand over-until 
the next session of the same “Congress, in the 
same position in which they were left. These bills 
“were ‘undetermined ” in the one House or the 
other, for the reason that, although they had passed 
both Houses, and some of them received the signa- 
| tures of the presiding officers of the two Houses, 
i: and others bad not, in all cases there was an act 
i still to be done before they were “determined”? 
‘in the two Houses, and that act was for the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills to present them to the 
i! President of the United States for his signature. 
|; Until that committee perform that duty, these bills 
| remain in the Senate ‘* undetermined”? by the 
l: Senate, in the hands of one of our committees, 
| who had not discharged the duties imposed upon 
‘them, and not discharged it for the reason that 
i; they had not time; hence those bills remain “ un- 
|i determined’? as much‘as if they had not reached 
| their third reading. The object of our joint rule 
‘is, that when business is perfected in part but 
| not determined by final definite action, it shall 
| not be lost because of that omission for the want 
| of time, but shall stand over in the precise posi- 
| tion in which it was left. I hold, therefore, that 
itis our right and our duty, as these bills remain 
undetermined, and as they are suspended and 
protected by the joint rule of the two Houses, to 
| present them now to the President for his signa- 
| ture, in obedience to the Constitution, n 
| Mr. HUNTER. JIfIunderstand it, thisisnot 
i business “undetermined”? by the two Houses, 
| for the two Houses have passed upon it;and the 
i presiding officers of both Houses have signed the 


H 
H 


Í ofer another business res- . 


i 


certainly, without a violation of the rule, take up _ 


2 : : 


4 


bills, and they have been sent to the President, 
but notreturned tgus. Suppose we had not been 
called together now, and should meet next Decem- 
ber, these bills would be lost. How do we know 
but.that the President kept them, for that is one 
mode of defeating a bill by the Executive? Some- 
times they are pocketed, and not returned. The 
bills no longer appear on our Calendar. There 
is. pothing for the two Houses to do to perfect 
them. Allthat was necessary to make them laws 
was the signature of the President, which they 
failed to receive. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My friend from Virginia 
overlooks the point. There is something that 
this House can do—something that this House 
must do, before the President can sign them, and 
that is, to present them tothe President by our | 
committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. As I. understand it, they 
have been presented. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, sir; they have not 
pied out of the possession of the Senate. 

hey are in the possession of the Senate, being 
held by the Committee on Enrolled Bills, an 
have not been presented to the President. 
are ‘* undetermined”? bills in this body until they 
have passed out of our possession, by the joint 
rule. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 was not aware of that 
fact. What became of those bills that were sent 
to the President? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. They were all signed. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought the resolution 


referred to bills sent to the President, and not | 


signed. 

Mir. DOUGLAS. No; they were all signed. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 think thet resolution cannot 
be atted on to-day without unanimous consent. 
I objected when it was first proposed to take it 
up. My reason is this: I prefer that the attention 
of Congress, which has beon convened by the 
President on an extraordinary oceasion, shall be | 
confined singly to the point for which they were | 
convened, and that the attention of the public, 
which is attracted to the procecdings of Congress, 
shall not be diverted to any other subject what- 
ever When we learn from the House of Repre- 
sentatives what their action will be on the par- 
ticular subject-matter which has resulted in the 
reconvention of Congress, it may be for us to 
consider whether, before we adjourn, we will do 
something else. In the mean time, 1 prefer to 
wait to sce what the action of the House will be 


on the subject which constituted the necessity for | 
If, therefore, my || 


the call of an extra session. } 
objection can prevent action to-day, I prefer that 
the resolution should lie over yntil to-morrow, 
and we shall then learn what Wion the House 
takes to-day on the proposition which has been 
sent from this body. : 

“he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
relied on by the Senator from Florida does not 
apply on this occasion. ‘This is a message trom 
the House of Representatives. 

Mr. YULEE. Can a resolution be acted upon 
on the same day on which it is received ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
has reccived a message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives transtaiuing a joint resolution, which 
can be taken up and acted on at once. 

The joint resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. BIGGS. In obedience to that joint reso- 
lution, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, I 
now report some fifteen bills that were passed at 
the first session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent thercin, the doors 
were reopened and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 21, 1856. 


The SPEAKER called the House to order at | 


twelve o'clock, m., and said: ‘The House of Rep- | 
resentatives is now assembled in puesuance of the | 
Proclamation of the President of the United | 
States, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read it. 


The roll of Members was called by States, 


They | 


rule | 


The Senate i 


names: 


John M. Wood, 
Ebenezer. Knowlton, 
Samuel P. Benson, 


James Pike, 
Mason W. Tappan, 


Robert B. Hall, 

i William S. Damrell, 
Linus B. Comins, 
Timothy Davis, 


Nathaniel B. Durfee, 


Ezra Clark, Jr., 
John Woodruff, 


New 


William W. Valk, 
James. T. Stranahan, 
Guy R. Pelton, 

John Kelly, 

Thomas R. Whitney, 
| John Wheeler, 

; Abram Wakeman, 
Bayard Clarke, 
Ambrose S. Murray, 
Killian Miller, 

| Russell Sage, 

! Samuel Dickson, 
Edward Dodd, 

| George A, Simmons, 


{| Francis I, Spinner, 


Thomas R. Lorton, 


Isaiah D. Clawson, 
James Bishop, 


Thomas B. Florence, 
I William Millward, 
Jacob Broom, 

John Cadwalader, 
John Hiekman, 
dSamucl C. Bradshaw, 
J. Glancy Jones, 
Anthony l. Roberts, 
John ©. Kunkel, 
James LE. Campbell, 
Galusha A. Grow, 


i James A. Stewart, 
i James B. Ricaud, 
|J. Morrison Harris, 


John S. Millson, 
William O. Goode, 
Paulus Poweil, 
Wiliam Smith, 


Thomas Rufin, 
4 Warren Winslow, 
; Lawrence O’B. Branch, 


| John McQueen, 
| William Aiken, 
| Preston S. Brooks, 


Gro 
! James L. Seward, 

| Martin J. Crawford, 
Robert P. Trippe, 
Hiram Warner, 


| Percy Walker, 
| Eli S. Shorter, 
James F. Dowdell, 


|| William R. Smith, 


New Jersey. 
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and the following Members answered to their 


MAINE. 


Israel Washburn, Jr. 
Thomas J. D. Fuller. 


New Hampsnire. 


Aaron H. Cragin. 


VERMONT. 
Justin S. Morrill. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Chauncey L. Knapp, 
Alexander De Witt, 
Calvin C. Chaffee, 
Mark Trafton. 


Nathaniel P. Banks, Jr., 

Ruopr IsLAND. 
Benjamin B. Thurston. . 
CONNECTICUT. 


Sidney Dean, 
William W. Welch. 


York. 


Jonas A. Hughston, 
Orsamus B. Matteson, 
Henry Bennett, 
Andrew Z. McCarty, 
William A. Gilbert, 
Amos P. Granger, 
Edwin B. Morgan, 
Andrew Oliver, 

John M. Parker, 
William H. Kelsey, 
Jobn Williams, 
Benjamin Pringle, 
‘Thomas F. Flagler, 
Solomon G. Haven, 
Hrancis S. Edwards. 


E 


George, Vail, 
Alex. C. M. Pennington. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Lemuel Todd, 

David I. Robison, 
John R. Edie, 

John Covode, 
Jonathan Knight, 
David Ritchie, 
Samuel A. Purviance, 
John Allison, 

David Barelay, 

Johu Dick, 


DELAWARE. 
Elisha D. Cullen. 


MARYLAND. 


LY. Winter Davis, 
Thomas F. Bowie. 


VIRGINIA. 


Charles J. Faulkner, 
John Letcher, 
Zedckiah Kidwell, 
Fayceue MceMullin. 


Worru CAROLINA. 


Burton Craige, 
‘Thomas L. Clingman. 


Sourn CAROLINA. 


James L. Orr, 
Wiliam W. Boyce. 


RGIA. 

John H. Lumpkin, 
Howell Cobb, 
Alexander H. Stephens. 


ALABAMA. 


George S, Houston, 
W.R.W. Cobb, 
Sampson W. Harris. 


August 21, 


Mississippt. 


| Daniel B. Wright, ‘William A. Lake, 
Hendley S. Bennett, John A. Quitman. 
William Barksdale, 


Louisiana. 


George Eustis, Jr., Thomas G. Davidson, 
Miles Taylor, John M. Sandidge. 


Onto. 


Philemon Bliss, 
William R. Sapp, 
Charles J. Albright, 
Benjamin F. Leiter, 
Edward Wade, 
Joshua R. Giddings, 


Lewis D. Campbell, 
Matthias H. Nichols, 
i Richard Mott, 

J. Reece Emrie, 
Aaron Harlan, 
Benjamin Stanton, 
John Sherman, 


Kentucry. 


Alexander K. Marshall, 
Leander M. Cox, 
Samuel F. Swope. 


John P. Campbell, 
Albert G. Talbott, 
John M. Elliott, 
Humphrey Marshall, 


_ TENNESSEE. 


Samuel A. Smith, John V. Wright, 
John H. Savage, Felix K. Zollicoffer, 
George W. Jones, Thomas Rivers. 


INDIANA. 


Daniel Mace, 
Schuyler Colfax, 
John U. Pettit. 


Smith Miler, 
David P. Holloway, 
Lucian Barbour, 


Harvey D. Scott, 


ILLINOIS. 


| Elihu B. Washburne, James Knox, 
James H. Woodworth, Thomas L. Harris, 
Jesse O. Norton, Samuel S. Marshall. 


Missouri. 


T., P. Akers, 
John S. Phelps. 


Gilchrist Porter, 
James J. Lindley, 


ARKANSAS. 
Albert Rust. 


MICHIGAN. 
William A. Howard, David S. Walbridge, 
Henry Waldron, George W. Peck. 
Wisconsin, 

C. C. Washburne, Charles Billinghurst. 
}Loriwa.— Augustus E. Maxwell. 
Texas.—Lemuel D. Evans. 

Towa.—James Thorington. 

Cativornta.—James W. Denver. 

Orecon.—Joseph Lane. 

New Mextco.—Miguel A. Otero. 

Urau.—John M. Bernhisel. 

Nepraska.—Bird B. Chapman. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CADWALADER. My colleague, Mr. 
Tyson, desires the House to be informed that he 
is detained in Philadelphia by severe illness, and 
| may, perhaps, be detained fora day or two longer. 
| Mr. EUSTIS. Iam requested by Mr. FULLER, 
| of Pennsylvania, to state that he is detained in 


He 


Philadelphia on very important business. 
; will endcuvor to be here to-morrow. 

| Mr. ORR. Iam requested to state that Gov- 
ernor Beri is detained in his lodgings by serious 
indisposition, which has detained him there for 
ten days past. 

Mr. THORINGTON, I have a paper in my 
possession which will account for the present and 
future absence of my colleague, Mr. Harr. Lask 
that it be read by the Clerk. 

The paper was read, as follows: 


| Tt is hereby agreed that, from and after Monday next, 

| the 28th instant, the undersigned will pair off, and not vote 

| from and atter that day until the Ist day of September next. 
«JOHN A. BINGHAM, 
“A HALL. 

“ July 21, 1856.” 


Mr. LAKE stated that Mr. Burrinron had 
paired off with Mr. CARLILE. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Day, had been compelled to return home on ac- 
count of illness at the close of last session, and 
|! had paired off with My. Ernermer; that he had 
; received a letter from Mr. Day stating that it was 
i} impossible for him to be in attendance in the 
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House, and that he had paired off for this session 
with Mr. Fourier, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WHER 
Mr. Kixe, was detained in New York on aceount 


of slight illness, and that, if possible, he would | 


be here to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said: My col- 
league, Mr. Warktns, paired off with Mr. War- 
son on Saturday last, for the remainder of the 
session, which closed on Monday, and left for 
home on Sunday morning. I do not sce Mr. 
Warsow in his seat now; but I saw him in the 
House this morning, and he consented that the 
pair should continue with Mr. Warxins. 

Mr. COLFAX stated that Mr. Syeep had 
paired off with Mr. Cumpack, and that Mr. Exe- 
Lisu had paired off with Mr. Rosnins. 

Mr. DE WITT. When the roll was called. 
Mr. Speaker, I answered to my name, and I now 
desire to state my position to the House. Some 
fifteen or eighteen days ago, I was unable to re- 
main here, and paired off with Mr. Pacger, with 
the understanding that I should have notice, or 
that he should have notice, for the balance of the 
session; and that then the pair should be broken. 
I aid not hear Mr, Packer answer to his name 
to-day; I thought nothing of an extra session: 
neither did he. This is my position; | desire to 
act as the House and country would say I ought 
to act, under the circumstances. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. LETCHER. Ioffer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of three, 
to join such comiwittee as shall be appointed by the Senate, 
to wait on the President of the United States, and inform 
him, that a quorum of the two Houses of Congress have 
assembled in their respeetive Halls, in pursuance of his 
proclamation of the l6th instant, and are ready to receive 
gueh Communication as he may be pleased to make to then. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Diecnis, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that a quorum of the Senate had assem- 
bled, and was ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. PHELPS. Before the resolution of the 

entleman from Virginia [Mr. Lercaer] be put, 

would suggest that it is first proper that we 
should send a message to the Senate, informing 
that body that a quorum of the House is now 
assembled, and ready to proceed to business, 

Mr. STEPHENS. It is usual to accompany 
that resolution with a resolution that the House 
has appointed a committee to join such commit- 
tee as may be appointed on the part of the Sénate 
to wait upon the President. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well; let it go in that 
way. 

The resolution was so modified, and agreed 
to; and Messrs. Pue ps, CULLEN, and MORGAN, 
were appointed such committee on the part of the 
Fouse. 

ASSAULT ON MR. GRANGER. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. It will be remembered by 
the House, that on Monday last a resolution was 

resented by the honorable gentleman from New 
Fork, [Mr. Srmmoxs,] asking the appointment 
of a committee to investigate the alieged assault 
made by myself on the honorable gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Graneer.] Lasked the unan- 
imous adoption of that resolution. The resolu- 
tion was adopted. 
to investigate the alleged assault, and report to 
the House in December next. Now, I most re- 
spectfully ask the honorable gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Summons] to ask the House to-day to 
so modify that resolution as to allow the commit- 
tee to report to the House at its earliest conveni- 
ence, {tis dueto me, Mr. Speaker, that I donot 
lic under the charge of having assaulted or mal- 
treated a member of this House, if, on testimony, 
the facts should turn out otherwise. I therefore 
appeal to the gentleman from New York, asgell 
as to the committee who have heard the testimony 
„and who have at least heard enough to 


in part st heard enc 
doing injustice both 


satisfy tkem thatit would be 


to the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Gras- ! 
cer,] and myself, and the country, that I should | 


rest until December next, under the suspicion of 
having assaulted a fellow-member of the House, 
to ask thatthey should be authorized to report at 
their earliest convenience. 1 hope that the gentle- 
man willask such permission. g 
Mr. SIMMONS. I have no possible objection 


ISR. stated that his colleague, || 


It authorizes the committee | E l 
li Wheeler of N. Y., Isaiah D. Clawson of N. J., |i 


to that. I would be very happy to accommodate | 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Then, Mr. Speaker, as the 
| genileraan has no possible objection, Í hope he | 
will make that request of the House. 
| _Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the House will con- | 
| sider the committee authorized to report at its | 
earliest.convenience. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Ifthere is nothing 
before the House, I will move that the Speaker 
be authorized to appoint the standing committecs 
of the House for the present session. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
thereupon appointed the following as the stand- 
ing committees of the House for the present ses- 
sion: 

Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Isracl Wash- 
burn of Me., Alexander H. Stephens of Ga., 
Cooper K. Watson of Ohio, Francis E, Spinner 
of N. Y., John Hickman of Pa., Schuyler Colfax 
of Ind., Wiliam R. Smith of Ala; John A. 
Bingham of Ohio, John H. Savage of Tenn. 

Committee of Ways and Means.—Messrs, Lewis į 
| D. Campbell of Ohio, Howell Cobb of Ga., John 
| Letcher of Va., EI. Winter Davis of Md., Rus- 
sell Sage of N.Y., John S. Phelps of Mo., James 
| H. Campbell of Pa., Alexander De Wittof Mass., 
| Charles Billinghurst of Wis. 

Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Joshua R. Gid- 
dings of Chio, John Letcher of Va., James Bish- 
op of N. J., J. Glancy Jones of Pa., George ©. | 
Dunn of Ind., Ebenezer Knowlton of Me., Miles | 
| Taylor of La., William A. Gilbert of N. Y., 
{Samuel S. Marshall of Ll. 

Committee on Commerce.— Messrs. Ellihu B. 
| Washburne of Il., Edward Wade of Ohio, John 
S. Millson of Va., John McQueen of S. C., Job 
i R. Tyson of Pa., Luther M. Kennett of Mo., 
| Guy R. Pelton of N. Y., Linus B. Comins of 
Mass., George Eustis of La. 

ij Committee on Public Lands. — Messrs, Henry 
| Bennett of N. Y., Aaron Harlan of Ohio, Wil- 


Mo., Elisha D. Cullen of Del., David S. Wal- 
bridge of Mich., Samucl Brenton of Ind., Augus- 
| tus E. Maxwell of Fla., James Thorington of 
Iowa. 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.— 
Messrs. Daniel Mace of Ind., Jesse O. Norton of 
Iil., Thomas T. Flagicr of N, Y., David Barclay 
of Pa., Timothy C. Day of Ohio, Paulus Powell 
| of Va., Perey Walker of Ala., John M. Wood 
l of Me., Philemon T. Herbert of Cal. 

i Committee for the District of Columbia.—Messrs. | 
|; James c 
‘| William O. Goode of Va., William Cumback of 
i| Ind., John Dick of Pa., J. Morrison Harris of 
| Md., Hendley S. Bennett of Miss., Mark Traf- 
| ton of Mass., P. H. Bell of Texas. 
Committee on the Judiciary. — Messrs. George | 
A. Simmons of N. Y., Humphrey Marshall of | 
i Kys Lucian Barbour of Ind., John S. Caskie of ji 
Va., Samuely Galloway of Ohio, Sampson W. | 
| Harris of Ala., William A. Lake of Miss., Abram |! 
| Wakeman of N.Y., Mason W. Tappan of N. H. I! 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. — Messrs. |! 
! David Ritchie of Pa., Ambrose S. Murray of N. | 
IY., William Smith of Va., William H. English 
lof Ind., Thomas J. D. Fuller of Me., John | 


|J. Reece Emrie of Ohio, Thomas P. Akers of 


| Committee on Public Expenditures. — Messrs. 
. Sidney Dean of Conn., John Covode of Pa., Jobu 
|! Kelly of N. Y., Richard Mott of Ohio, Jobn J. 
| Pearce of Pa., George Vail of N. J., John M. | 
| Elliott of Ky., Henry Waldron of Mich., Law- 
ence O’B. Branch of N. C. 

Committee on Private Land Claims. — Messrs. 


! Ohio, James Thorington of lowa, Emerson Ether- 
idee of Tenn., Thomas F. Bowie of Md., John 


M, Sandidge of La., Philemon T. Herbert of 


i ton of N. Y. 

Committee on Manufactures. — Messrs. Ezra | 
‘Clark of Conn., Jonathan Knight of Pa., Martin 
‘J. Crawford of Ga., Philemon Bliss of Ohio, 

| Nathaniel B. Durfee of R. I., Francis S. Edwards | 


Meacham of Vt., Edward Dodd of N.Y., |! 


Mo. ji 
i 


Gilchrist Porter of Mo., Valentine B. Horton of |! 


! Cal., David F. Robison of Pa., Thomas R. Hor- | 


Committee on Agriculture. — Messrs, David P. 
| Holloway of Ind., Charles Ready of Tenn., Ga~ 
lusha A. Grow of Pa., P.H; Bellof Texas, Lewis 
D. Campbell of Ohio, Edwin B. Morgan of N. 
| Y , Aivah Sabin of Vt., Elisha D. Cullen of Del, 


| Fayette MeMuilin of Va. 
Committee on Indian Affairs.— Messrs. Benja- 
min S. Pringle of N. Y., James L. Orr of 8: C., 
Charles Billinghurst of Wis., Alfred B. Green- 
i wood of Ark., Benjamin F.Leiter of Obio, Robert 
| B. Hall of Mass., Lemuel Todd of Pa., Samuel 
| Caruthers of Mo., Philemon T, Herbert of Cal. 

Commitlee on Military Affairs. — Messrs. John 
A. Quitman of Miss., John Allison of Pa., Wil- 
liam R. Sapp of Ohio, Charles J. Faulkner of 
Va., John Williams of N. Y., James W. Denver 
of Cal., James Buffinton of Mass., Cadwalader 
; C. Washburne of Wis., Bayard Clarke of N. Y. 

Committee on the Militia.—Messrs. John C. 
Kunkel of Pa., Thomas R. Whitney of N. Y:, 
|John Scott Harrison of Ohio, Henry W. Hoff- 
‘man of Md., Nathaniel G. Foster of Ga., John 
| M. Parker of N.Y., Albert G. Watkins of Tenn., 
Daniel B. Wright of Miss., Robert B. Hall of 
Mass. 

Committee on Naval Affairs. — Messrs. Samuel 
P. Benson of Me., James S. T. Stranahan of N. 
Y., Thomas S. Bocock of Va., Solomon G.Haven 
‘of N. Y., Warren Winslow of N. C., James L. 
Seward of Ga., Timothy Davis of Mass., Wil- 
on W. Boyce of S. C., William Millward of 

a. 


1 
i 
| 
I 
i 
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Commitiee on Foreign Affairs. — Messrs, Alex- 
: ander C. M. Pennington of N. J,, Thomas L. 
| Clingman of N. C., William Aiken of S. C., 
Orsamus B. Matteson of N. Y., Henry M. Ful- 
ler of Pa., Benjamin B. Thurston of R. I., Ben- 
jamin Stanton of Ohio, John Cadwalader of Pa., 
, Anson Burlingame of Mass. 

Committee on the Territories.—Messrs. Galusha 
A. Grow of Pa., Joshua R. Giddings of Ohio, 
Samuel A. Purviance of Pa., George 8. Houston 
lof Ala., Amos P. Granger of N. Y., Felix K. 
| Zollicoffer of Tenn., William Smith of Va., Jus- 


| | tis S. Morrill of Vt., John J. Perry of Me. 
| lamson R. W. Cobbof Ala., James J. Lindley of i 
i 
| 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. 
| Jacob Broom of Pa., Charles J. Albright of Ohio, 
| Henry A. Edmundson of Va., Killian Miller of 
Í N. Yl, Smith Miller of Ind., Burton Craige. of 
IN. C., Chauncey L, Knapp of Mass., John 
Woodruff of Conn., Augustus Hall of Iowa. 

Committee on Invalid ‘Pensions.—Messrs. An- 
drew Oliver of N. Y., James Pike of N. H. 
Thomas B. Florence of Pa., John H. Savage of 
Tenn., William W. Welch of Conn., Albert G, 
| Talbott of Ky., Samucl Dickson of N. Y., John 
H. Lumpkin of Ga., George R. Robbins of N. J. 

Committee on Roads and Canals— Messrs. James 
| Knox of ll, Jonas A. Flughston of N. Y., 
Í Thomas Ruffin of N.C., Harvey D. Scott of Ind., 
George W. Peck of Mich., Oscar F. Moore of 
Ohio, William Barksdale of Miss., Samuel ©. 
Bradshaw of Pa., Albert Rust of Ark. 

Committee on Patents. —Messrs. Edwin B. Mor- 
gan of N. Y., Calvin C. Chaffee of Mass., Samuel 
A. Smith of Tenn., Robert T. Paine of N. C., 
John R. Edie of Pa. 

Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds.— 
Messrs. Edward Ball of Ohio, Lemuel Todd. of 
| Pa., Richard C. Puryear of N. C., Lawrence M. 
i Keitt of S. C., Anthony E. Roberts of Pa. 
| Commitiee on Revisal and Unfinished Business. 
i Messrs. Alvah Sabin of Vt., Ebenezer Knowlton 
‘of Me., Hiram Warner of Ga., Bayard Clarke of 
N. Y., Eli S. Shorter of Ala. AaS 

Committee on Accownts.—Messrs. Benjamin B. 
| Thurston of R. IL, Matthias H. Nichols of-Ohio, 
i James Buffinton of Mass., John 8. Carlile of 
| Va., Jonas A. Hughston of N. Y. Za 
Committee on Mileage. — Messrs. William Ei. 
| Sneed of Tenn., Preston S. Brooks of 8. C., Wil- 
liam H. Kelsey of N. Y., Lemuel D. Evans of 
Texas, James H. Woodworth of IH. 

Committee on Engraving.—Messrs. William H. 
i Kelsey of N. Y., William S. Damrell of Mass., 


|i John V. Wright of Tenn. 


Committee on Expenditures in the State Depart- 
| ment.—Maessrs. Preston S. Brooks of S. C., 
Samuel A. Smith of Tenn., Asa Packer of Pa., 
| Rufus H. King of N. Y., William 8. Damrell of 
| Mass. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Treasury De- 


‘of N. Y., James F. Dowdell of Ala., John P. | 
| Campbell of Ky., James B. Ricaud of Md. 


permen e ow Henry Waldron of Mich., 


j 
| Daniel Wells of Wis., Alexander K. Marshall 
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of Ky., Zedediah Kidwell of Va., Isaiah D. Claw- 
son of N. J. 

- Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Henry Waldron of Mich., Wil- | 
liam W. Valk of N. Y., Joshua H. Jewett of | 
Ky., Thomas Rivers of Tenn., John Covode of 
Pa. i 
Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Depart- 
ment.—Messrs. Thomas L. Harris of H1., John | 
Wheeler of N. Y., Cadwalder C. Washburne of 
Wis., Warner L. Underwood of Ky., John V. 
Wright of Tenn. 

Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment.—Mesers. John U. Pettit of Ind., Lean- 
der M. Cox of Ky., John Williams of N. Y., 
Henry C. Burnett of Ky., Edwin G. Reade of 
N,C. | 

‘Committee on Expenditures on the Publie Build- 
ings. —Messrs.Fayette MeMullin of Va., Andrew 
Z. McCarty of N.Y., James A. Stewart of Md., 
Samuel F. Swope of Ky., Robert P. Trippe of 
Ga. 

Joint Committee on the Library —Messrs. Wil- 
liam Aiken of S. C., Job R. Tyson of Pa., John 
U. Pettit of Ind. 

Joint Committee on Printing.—Messrs. Matthias 
H. Nichols of Ohio, Aaron H. Cragin of N. H., | 
Thomas T. Flagler of N. Y. 

Joint Committee on Enrolled Pills.— Messrs. 
James Pike of N. H., Thomas G. Davidson of 
La., Geòrge Vail of N. J. 


RENNER AND HEATH. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Task the consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: ` 

Resolved, ‘Thatthe Secretary of the ‘Treasury be required 
to have the claim, now on tile of the House of Represent- 
atives, of the legal representatives of Daniel Renner aud | 
Natbanicl Heath, for property destroyed during the British į 
war of 1812, examined upon the principle of equity and 
justice, and if, in his opinion, anything be due, report the 
Amount at the next meeting of wie present House of Rep- 
régentatives. 


Mr. CRAIGE. J object to the resolution; and 
I give notice that I shall object to the transaction 
of any business whatever, except that for which 
we are called together. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was reccived from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate bad appointed a committee 
to join the committee appointed on the part of the 
House to wait ou the President of the United 
States, and inform him thata quorum of the two 
Honses had assembled, and were ready to receive | 
any communication from him. 


CONDITION OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. 1 desire to inform the 
House that there were sixteen enrolled bills which 
were ready for the signature of the Speaker of | 
the House and the Presidentof the Senate, when | 
the final adjournment took place at the last ses- | 
sion of Congress. These bills are on my table; 
and it is for the House to say whether the time 
taken up by the two Ffouses in bringing these 
bills to their present condition shall be wasted, or | 
whether they will authorize the Speaker of the | 
House to sign them, and send them to the Senate | 
for the signature of the President of that body. 
I believe my colleague from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills has a resolution which he wishes j 
to offer on this subject. 

Mr. PIKE, by unanimous consent, offered the | 
following resolution: 

Resolved, (be Senate concurring.) That such bills as 
passed both Hou. of the last session, but tor want of time | 
were either not presented to the two [Houses for the signa- | 
tures of their presiding officers, or, baving been thus signed, | 
were uot presented 19 the President for approval, be now 
reported or presented to the President as if no adjournment 
had taken place, 


Mr. STEPHENS. Ihave no objection at all 
to that resolution. I hope thatit will be passed 
by general consent, but that the House will take i 
up no other business except that for which Con- 
gress was called together. i 

Mr. McMULLIN. Irise for the purpose of 
suggesting an amendment to the resolution just | 
offered; but I will not press it if it meets the dis-} 
approbation of the House. There are several | 
bils which have passed the Senate, which, to 
my mind, justice to those concerned and to the| 
country requires that we should pass., There 
are also bills before the Senate that have passed 


this House, which I think ought to pass that 
body. 

In this connection, I will also state, that a bill 
passed the Senate for the relief of the representa- 
tives of General St. Clair, I objected to that biil 
when it was before the House in committee. 
Since that time, after an impartial examination, 
I have become satisfied that, by objecting, I was 
the cause of injustice being done to the repre- 
sentatives of General St. Clair. I tried to gct the 
floor, when the House was last in session, to with- 
draw. my objection; but did not succeed. This 
is a bill which l think ought to pass; and there 
are others which justice requires should be acted 
on. I would suggest, therefore, that the resolu- 
tion of the gendeman from New Hampshire be 
so modified as to permit each House to take up 
and act upon such bills as passed the other House 
at the late session of Congress, This is a special 
session of Congress, called together for a partic- 
ular purpose; but, anxious as I am to get home, 
Jam willing to remain here two or three days 
longer to dispose of this business, and to mete 
out justice to those who are here demanding jus- 
tice at our hands. I therefore move to amend 
the resolution of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire as] have indicated. [Cries of “ No! No!” 
“Out of order!?] 

The SPEAKER. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, in the opinion of the Chair, 
relates to a different class of business from that 
embraced by the resolution of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire, and is not in order. 

Mr. ORR. I want to make a remark in reply 
to that which has just fallen from my friend from 
Virginia. Weare all of us anxious to go home 
—anxious that this extra session should be term- 
inated at the earliest possible moment. Now, 
sir, if we enter upon any other business than 
that which the resolution of the gentleman from 
New Hampshire proposes to consummate, and 
the passage of the Army appropriation bill, upon 
which the two Houses disagreed, there is no tell- 
ing when we shall be able to adjourn. 1 trust, 
therefore, that no new business will be taken up, 
and that no business will be done, except to pass 
the Army bill, and to consummate the business 
which has passed both Houses, and only requires 
the signatures of the presiding officers of the two 
Houses to be presented to the President for his 
approval. 

Mr. WHITNEY. | I offer the following as an 
amendment to the resolution presented by the 
gentleman from New Hampshire: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring.) ‘That atthe present 
session of Cougress, convened by proclamation of the Pres- 
ident of the United es, no legislative business shall be 
transacted y the subjec subjects 
of the President, aud 
ves In debate shall be 


that upon those subj 
limited to five mimu 


shall not prevent the introdnetion of reports on enrolled 


bills which have passed both Houses during the first session 
of the present Congress, nor the transmission of all bills su 
passed and reported to the President for his approval. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition presented 
by the gentleman from New York is notin order, 
in the opinion of the Chair, as an amendment to 
the resolution of the gentleman fro New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I demand 
the previous question upon the resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. IT rise toa question 
of order. Is there any previous question which 
the Chair can recognize ? 

The SPEAKER. The rules of the House 
adopted at the last session extend, by order of 
the House, to the present session. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. SEWARD, I should like to know by 
what authority we are going on to legislate into 
life the business lost at the last session of Con- 
gress, as proposed by that resolution? 

The SPEAKER, Debate is out of order. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, that resolution is, 
in effect, a violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. I move to lay it on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution; and being taken, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURNE; of Illinois, moved to 
reconsider the vote b¥ which the resolution was 
adopted, and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 
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The latter motion was agreed to. 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMER SERVICE. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
offer the following resolution: 

Whereas, it is represented that Cornelius Vanderbilt is 
about to establish a fast and substantial line of steamers 
between the city of New York and some port or ports in 
Europe: ‘fherefore, 

It is resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in Congress assembled, That if the said Cornelius Vander- 
bilt or any person or persons shail establish a line or lines 
as proposed, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General, 
upon being notified thereof by the owner or owners of such 
line or lines, to cause a United States mail to be put upon 
such line or lines to and fro between this country and 

Furope, in the same manner and under the same orsimilar 

rules and regulations as those now applicable to the e 
ing postal service of the United States now in operation 
between this country and Europe. 

And for such service to be so performed, it shall be the 
duty of the Postmaster General to keop a separate account 
of the postage received from the mails transported by such 
line or lines, and to pay the same to the line performing the 
service, in full compensation for the service so performed + 
Provided, however, That the line or tines aforesaid shalt 
not leave the United States at or about the time or times of 
departure of the present United Srates mails, but shall be 
so arranged as to their departure from the United States as 
to increase the mail facilities thereof. 

Messrs. PELTON and CRAIGE objected. 

BUSINESS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. WOODWORTH. Iask leave to offer the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House will proceed immediately to 
the consideration of business in the order in which it stood 
before the House at the time of its late adjournment, and will 
continac its usual daily sessions until all such business shall 
be disposed of: Provided, however, That nothing in this 
resolution shall require the eontinuanee of such daily ses 
sions Jonger than until the first day of November next. 

Resolved, That no new b ss will be received or con- 
sidered by this House daring its present session. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Itis in my judg- 
ment premature to take any action on the busi- 
ness of the House until we receive the message of 
the President. 

Other members objected to Mr. W oopwortn’s 
resolutions. ; 

Mr. WHITNEY. Iofferthe resolution which 
a moment ago I offered as an amendment to a 
pending proposition, 

The SPEAKER. The resolution can only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLAGLER, 1 object. 

Mr. KELLY. I move that the House take a 
recess for an hour. 

Mr. STEPHENS and others objected. y 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SAVAGE, Lask leave to submit some 
remarks in the way of personal explanation. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I object. 

Mr. SAVAGE. It will be remembered that 
some time since the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Suerman] was permitted to make a personal ex- 
planation. My friends reserved to me the right 
of reply. My opinion is unchanged in reference 
to the justness of the course I pursucd ina former 
debate. 7 

Mr. ORR. Imust object to my friend proceed- 
ing any further. lf personal explanations are to 
be permitted on one side, they must be on the 
other, and there is no telling when and where they 
wili end. 

Mr. SAVAGE. 
draw his objection. 
ject,” &e.] 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to state that my col- 
league, Mr. Gattoway, has paired off with Mr. 
CARUTHERS. 


I ask leave to 


at 


st- 


I hope my friend will with- 
[Cries of ‘ Order,” “ I ob- 


ISAAC ADAMS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. With the con- 
sent of the House, I will state a fact with regard 
to the bill for the relief of Isaac Adams, which 
passed during the last session of Congress. Ido 
notask any action at the present session, The 
fact which I desire to put upon the record is this: 
Sofe difficulty has occurred at the Patent Office 
concerning the issuance of a new patent to Mr. 
Adams, because of the insertion in the bill of the 
word “ fourteenth,” instead of “fourth,” the 4ih 
of October being the day on which the patent was 
originally issued. The 4th of October was the 
date intended to be put in the bill, and the l4th 
appears init. Itis a clerical error. a have cer- 
tified this fact to the Speaker of the House., Ido 
not propose that any action shall be taken in the 
matter at this time. If there be further difficulty 
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about the issuance of the patent, then whatever 
injustice is done can be remedied at the next | 
regular session of Congress. 


BUSINESS OF CONGRESS—AGAIN, i 


Mr. BENNETP, of Mississippi. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce the 
following resolution: | 

Whereas the Congress of the United States having by 
law made provision for the compensation by the year to 
racmbers of the present Congress: Therefore— 

resolved, That Congress shal! take up the business of the 
House in its regular order, and continue in session until the 
business of the country shall be disposed of. 


Mr. ORR. I object. 

Mr. BENNETT. I ask if it is in order to 
make a motion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this 
time. Under the rules of the House, a motion 
to suspend the rules is notin order except on 
Mondays. 

Mr. BOYCE. I move that the House take a | 
recess for one half hour. | 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be intro- || 
duced only byfunanimous consent. i 

Mr. FLAGLER. I object. | 

Mr. QUITMAN, Idesire to introduce several j! 
resolutions and bills, that they may be referred |: 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I object. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the į 
President of the United States, by Sipney Wen- | 
STER, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. HAVEN. Lask that the message of the 
President may be taken up and read now. 

No objection being made, the message was 
read. Itis as follows: 


Fellow-citizens of the Senate 
* and House of Representatives: 

In consequence of the failure of Congress, at 
its recent session, to make provision for the sup- 
port of the Army, it became imperatively incum- || 
ent on me to exercise the power which the jj 
Constitution confers on the Executive for extraor- 
dinary occasions, and promptly toconyene the two 
Houses, in order to afford them an opportunity | 
of reconsidering a subject of such vital interest || 
to the peace and welfare of the Union. 

With exception of a partial authority vested 
by law in the Secretary of War to contract for 
supply of clothing and subsistence, the Army is 
wholly dependent on the appropriations annually |; 
made by Congress. The omission of Congress || 
to act, in this respect, befofe the termination 
of the fiscal year, had already caused embar 
rassments to the service, which were overcome }: 
only in expectation of appropriations before the || 
close of the present month. If the requisite funds ji 
be not speedily provided, the Executive will no Hi 
longer be able to furnish the transportation, 
equipments, and munitions which are essential | 
to the effectiveness of a military force in the field. 
With no provision for the pay of troops, the 
contracts of enlistment would be broken, and the 
Army must in effect be disbanded; the conse- 
quence of which would be so disastrous as to de- 
mand all possible efforts to avert the calamity. 

It is not merely that the officers and enlisted 
men of the Army are to be thus deprived of the 
pay and emoluments to which they are entitled || 
by standing laws; that the construction of arms į 
at the pubhe armories, the repair and construction ; 
of ordnance at the arsenals, and the manufacture 
of military clothing and camp equipage must be 
discontinued, and the persons connected with 
this branch of the public service thus be deprived | 
suddenly of the employment essential to their | 
subsistence. Nor is it merely the waste conse- | 
quent on the foreed abandonment of the sea- || 
board fortifications, and of the interior military ; 
posts and other establishments, and the enormous 
expense of recruiting and reorganizing the Amy, 
and again distributing it over the vast regions 
which it now occupies. These are evils which 
may, it is true, be repaired hereafter by taxes 
imposed on the country. i R 

But other evils are involved, which no expend- 
itures, however lavish, could remedy, in com- 
parison with which local and personal injuries or | 
Interests sink into insignificance. f 


i 
į 


H 
ij 
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| intentions, and been guilty of outrages, which, 


| to grant supplies for the maintenance of the 


H Ae pas 
treasure; the infliction of extreme wrong upon 


‘honor and good faith; and the discredit of the 


> course; and I will indicate to him the course which 
I desire to pursue. I propose also, in connection | 


A great part of the Army is situated on the | 
remote frontier, or in the deserts’ and mountains |! 


. 


of the interior. To discharge large bodies ofi 


men in such places, without the means of regain- 
ing their homes, and where few, if any, could | 


obtain subsistence by honest industry, would be || 


to subject’them to suffering and temptation, with 
disregard of justice and right most derogatory to | 
the Government. j 
In the Territories of Washington and Oregon, | 
numerous bands of Indians are in arms, and are 
waging a war of extermination against the white 
inhabitants; and although our troops are actively 
carrying on the campaign, we have no intelligence 
as yet of a successful result. On the western 
plains, notwithstanding the imposing display of | 
military force recently made there, and the chas: 
tisement inflicted on the rebellious tribes, others, 
far from being dismayed, have manifested hostile 


if not designed to provoke a conflict, serve to 
show that the apprehension of it is insufficient 
wholly to restrain their vicious propensities. A 


| strong force in the State of Texas has produced |j 


the temporary suspension of hostilities there; but 
in New Mexico, incessant activity on the part of | 
the troops is required to keep in check the ma- | 
rauding tribes which infest that Teryitory. The 
hostile Indians have not been moved from the | 
State of Florida; and the withdrawal of the troops | 
therefrom, leaving that object unaccomplished, 
would be most injurious to the inhabitants, and 
a breach of the positive engagement of the Gen- 
eral Government. 

To refuse supplics to the Army, therefore, is to | 
compel the complete cessation of all its opera- 
tions, and its practical disbandment, and thus 
to invite hordes of predatory savages from the 
western plaingand the Rocky Mountains to spread 
devastation along a frontier of more than four 
thousand miles in extent, and to deliver up the 
sparse population of a vast tract of country to 
rapine and murder. 

Such, in substance, would be the direct and 
immediate effects of the refysal of Congress, for 
the first time in the history of the Government, 


Army; the inevitable waste of millions of public 


all persons connected with the military establish- 
ment by service, employment, or contracts; the | 
recall of our forces from the field; the fearful 
sacrifice of life and incalculable destruction of 
property on the remote frontiers; the striking of | 


| ject. Ido not propose to go into an elaborate 
i debate. i 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I have some views which . 


j 1 should like to present, but under existing 
circumstances I forego my disposition to say 
anything om this subject, and ask the’ reference’ 
| of the document to the appropriate commit 
Jf l yield to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
it will necessarily involve the House in a general 
discussion, which I think would’ not be profita- 
ble. Therefore, I insist on my demand for the 
previous question. 

Mr, ORR. Iwill not provoke a general dis- 
cussion, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ihave no doubt that the 
gentleman from South Carolina thinks what he 
would say would not provoke general discussion; 

but I am satisfied that it would have that effect. 

~ The previous question was seconded and the 
main question: ordered; and under its operation 
the message was referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the message was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and also moved 
to Jay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
| which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
take a recess until three o’clock. 

Several Mumprrs. Say half past two. 

Mr. CAMPBELL.- I modify my motion so 
i that the House may take a recess for oné hour, 
ull half past two o'clock. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I venture to suggest 
to the House, and to the gentleman from Ohio, 
that in all probability this question can be reached 
at once, provided the unanimous consent of the 
House be given to suspend the joint rule of the 
two Houses, so as to take up the bill just where 
it was at the adjournment of ‘Congress; and the 
sense of the House can be had on the subject. If 
there be no objection we can reach the subjeciin 
that way. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I object. 

The question was taken on Mr. CAMPBELL’S 
motion, and it was agreed to. 
| .So the House, at half past one o'clock, p. m., 
took a recess till half past two o’clock, p. m. 

The House reassembled at half past two 
o’clock, p. m. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Iam directed b 


our national flag on the bailements of the for- 
tresses which defend our maritime cities against 
foreign invasion; the violauon of the public 


United States in the eyes of the civilized world. 

Į confidently trust that these considerations, and 
others appertaining to the domestic peace of the 
country, which cannot fail to suggest themselves 
to every patriotic mind, will, on reflection, be duly 
appreciated by both Houses of Congress, and | 
induce the enactment of the requisite provisions | 
of law for the support of the Army of the United 


States. 
FRANKLIN PIERCE. 
WAsHINGTON, Jugust 21, 1856. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The message seems to 
call foran appropriation of money to support the 
Army alone. I therefore move its reference to | 
the Gommittee of Ways and Means, and on that | 
motion Í call the previous question. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wasabout to make a sugges- 


tion to the gentleman from Ohio to take another | 


with the message, to ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army—that is, | 
the bill in the form in which it was reported by 

the Committee of Ways and Meens, or rather in 
the form in which it received the assent o 


the Committee of Ways and Means. In fact, it i 
is the bill which passed the House of Represent- 
atives, with the exception of the Kansas proviso. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. .I object to the 
introduction of any bill that is not precisely the 
same as the bill passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. : 
Mr. ORR. I hope the gentleman from Ohio 
will waive the call for the previous question for 
a moment, until I indicate my views on this sub- 


f the i| 
| Senate, it having undergone the examination of | 


the Committee. of Ways and Means, to whic 

| was referred the President’s message, to report 
a bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Army, for the year ending June 30, 1857. 
Before asking unanimous consent of the House 
to suspend the rules and putthe bill upon its pass- 
age, itis proper that I should state briefly the con- 
tents of the bill, Itis the same bill which, on 
Monday last, caused the disagreeing votes in the 
Senate and House of Representatives. Itcontains 
the proviso inserted by this House, and which 
was stricken out by the Scnate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxtys, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had agreed to the resolution 
adopted by the House in reference to bills passed. 
at the last session by both Houses of Congress, 
but which, for want of time, were not signed by 
| the Speaker of the House, the President of the 
Senate, or the President of the United States. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a resolution 
for a partial suspension of the 21st joint rule, so 
far as relates to the bill making appropriations 
for the support of the Army, for the year ending 
June 30, 1857. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL—AGAIN. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (resuming.) It is proper, 
Mr. Speaker, before asking the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to have that speedy action, 
which I know gentlemen on both sides desire, 
that I should state precisely my bale and 
what is the understanding of the Committee of 
Ways and Means in regard to the privileges of 
those who oppose this proviso. _It is, that the 

gentlemen who are opposed to this proviso may 
| move to strike it from the bill. On my own re- 
sponsibility, but with the full knowledge of my 
colleagues on the Committee of Ways and Means, 
I propose to perfect the proviso by striking out 
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all after the word “‘ provided,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof what I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

: Mr. STEPHENS. I shall not yield my con- 
“sent, Mr. Speaker, to the gentieman’s reporting 
such a bill, as he indicates, to the House. [| will 
yield my consent, and hope the House will per- 
mit the Committee of Ways and Means to repost 
a bill without that proviso—an Army bill proper. 
If the committee report such a bill, I will yield 
my consent. Then, if the House wish to. vote 
the proviso into the bill, and so to incumber it, 
let the responsibility rest on the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand the gentle- 
man’s point. I will ask to have read, in order 
that it. may be printed and appear in the report 
of the proceedings, the substitute which I propose 
to offer; and I will state, by way of explanation, 
that it simply restores things in Kansas as they 
were after the passage of the Nebraska act, wiping 
out everything there, and leaving a tabula rasa. 

The substitute was read, as follows: 


Provided, That all laws passed by the Legislature of the 
Territory of Kansas be, and the same are hereby, disaffirmed, 
abrogated, and declared invalid : And provided further, Tirat 
it shall be the duty of the Governor of said Territory, and 
he is hereby authorized, forthwith to reorganize the said 
Territory of Kansas, under and in accordance with the 
provisions of the act entitled “ An act to organize the ° 
ritories of Nebraska and Kansas,” passed May 30, 1854, 
as fully and entirely, to all intents and purposes, as if no 
effort had been heretofore made for that purpose. And the 
said Governor is hereby authorized and empowered to call 
an. election for. members of the Legislature for said Terri- 
tory, according to said act; to appoint aud prescribe the 
powers and duties of the judges of such election, and the 
forms of oaths and returns in relation thereto, and to issue 

eneral instructions concerning the same: Provided further, 

“pat it shail not be Lawful for any persou to vote at said 
election, unless he shall have been an actual inhabitant of 
said Territory for the period of four montis, and of the dis- 
trict or precinectin which he may offer hia vote, for the 
period of thirty days iminediatcly preceding sach i 
And provided further, Chat illegal or fraudulent vot 
such election, or false swearing for the purpose of voting 
ator contesting said election, or any part thereon shall be 
punishable by the district courts of said ‘Perritory by fine 
notexceeding two hundred dolla i niment 
not execeding one year, Hegal or fale swesring at or 
in relation to said lection is hereby declared perjury: 
And provided further, That the sum of twenty tive thou- 
samd dollars is hereby appropriated from any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under 
the direction of the Governor of said Territory, in carrying | 
into effect the provisions of this act, aud the powers and 
auies conferred upon him by the said act passed May 30, | 

. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I understand the gentle- 
man from Georgia to object to the consideration 
now of the bill as reported by the Committee of 
“Ways and Means. OF course, his objection ren- 
ders it beyond the power of the House, under ibs 
rales, to act to-day. T cannot move to suspend 
the rules. Atwo-third vote would not enable me 
to have the bill taken up. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. If the gentle- 
man from Ohio willallow me, L will make a sng- 
gestion, The joint resolution which, as Iande 
stand, has just come from the Senate, if iC passe 
the House, will enable us to take up the Army 
bill as the House left it at the close of the last 
session, and at once proceed to its consideration. 


Lask the gentleman, therefore, to give wag to 
allow that message to be taken up and acted on. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. = If there is a single objec- | 
tion, that message cannot be taken up. j 
Mr. STEPHENS, {wish the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr, CameBeLL] and the House to under- 
stand distinctly my position, Tam willing that 
the Committee of Ways and Means shall report 
an Army appropriation bill proper, anincun- | 
bered; I trust there will be no objection to the re- | 
ort of such a bill. Then, if the majority of the 
House wishes to incumber it with such a proviso 
as the committce now propose to report, they can 
soact. I simply want to state that l am not will 
ing to sit in my seat and allow such a bill as is 
now proposed, to be reported without objection, 


j 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The Committee of Ways ! 
and Means started out last March upon the prin- 
ciple indicated by the gentieman from Georgia, | 
but both branches of the National Legislature— 
the Senate and this House—have asserted, time 
and again, by their action upon every appropri- 
ation bill, that they would not confine their action 
to the rules laid down by the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and we are now driven, under these 
extraordinary circumstances, to report independ 
ent legislation upon this bill, in order that we may | 
have speedy action upon it. I propose, under l 
the necessities of the case, to send this bill to the |l 


| 
| 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
tleman from Ohio allow me to call his attention 
to the fact, that if we pass the resolution which 
has come from the Senate, suspending the 21st 
joint rule, we can then take up this Army bill 
where we left itat the close of the last session? 

Mr.CAMPBELL. The gentleman from Maine 
knows that we cannot take up that message, if 
there is a single objection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of 
order, J take it that this message from the Sen- 
ate is now upon the Speaker’s table; and I know 
of no reason why a majority of the House can- 
not go at any time to the consideration of the 
business on the Speaker’s table. If the House 
agrees to that resolution, we can then proceed at 
once to consider the Army bill where it was left 
on Monday last. ; 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. With the permission 
of the gentleman from Ohio, I wish to say that 
the gentleman from Maine is certainly right; if 
the House concurs in the resolution which has 
come to us from the Senate, it will be competent 
for us at onec, this afternoon, to vote upon the 
question in contest between the two Houses when 
the House adjourfed on Monday last. 1 presume 
there will be no objection to taking up this resolu- 
tion of the Senate: The House can then take its 
position, and either pass the bill, or, by adhering 
to its position heretofore taken, defeat tt. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There will be objection to 
taking up that resolution, For the purpose, there- 
fore, of securing speedy action npon the bill, Lask 
that it may have its first and second reading, and 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 
© Me STEPHENS. The bill is not yet before 
the House; and 1 object to its introduction. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., Is it inorder to move that 
the House now proceed to consider the business 
on the Speaker's table? 

‘The SPEAKER. “Tbe business first in order 
is to call the standing committees of the House 
for reports. ‘Then, after the expiration of one 
hour devoted to that class of business, it will be 
in order to proceed to the business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. COLD, of Georgia. Task the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up the message 
from the Senate. 

Mr. BARCLAY. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if it will not be in order to proceed to the busi- 
uess on the Speaker’s table as soon as the com- 
mittecs shall have been called ?, 

"The SPEAKER. Tt will, after the expiration 
of one hour. Reports are in ordes from the Com- 
mittee of Kleetions —— Ways and Means. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. ‘The Committee 
of Waysand Means have instructed me to report 
a bill making appropriations for the support of 
the Army, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857. 

Mr. ORR. Before the bill receives its first 
reading, | wish to raise a question of order upon 
its reception. [ understand that there is a pro- 
viso reported in the bill which is not in order to 
be reported in a general appropriation bill. I 
submit, therefore, that it is not the right of the 
gentleman from Ohio to report the bill in the 
shape in which he proposes to reportit. Itisa 
violation of the 8lst rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the 
Chair to determine the question of order unless 
the bill is read. 

Mr. ORR. My question of order refers only 
to the Kansas proviso. [ask that it may be read, 
and the Speaker can decide without the necessity 
of reading the whole bill. 

‘The proviso was read, as follows: 


Provided, however, and it is hereby declared, That no part 
of the military force of the United = , for the support 
of whieh appropriations are made by this act, shall be eim- 
ployed iu aid of ue entoreement of any cnactment of the 
body claiming to be the ‘Territorial Legislature of Kansas, 
unti such e have been aiürined and itp- 
proved by Car this proviso shall not be so con- 
strued as to pi ient from employing an ade- 
quate military foree; but it shail be his duty to employ such 
force to prevent the invasion of said Territ6ry by armed 
bands of non-residents, or any other body of non-residents, 


acting, or claiming to actas a posse comitatus of any officer | 


in said Territory in the enforcement of any such enact- 
ment, and to protect the persons and property therein, and 


upon the national highways leading to said Territory, from. 
! all unlawful searches and seizures; and it shall he his 
i further duty to take cflicient measures to compel the return 
|| of and withhold all arms of the United States distributed 
lj im or to said Territory, in pursuance of any Jaw of the 
i United States authorizing the distribution of arts to the 
i 
H 
i 


States and Territories. 


Mr. ORR. I was mistaken in my reference 
to the SIst rule. It has reference to appropria- 
tions. The point 1 submit is, that the proviso 
is for a change of existing laws, and, therefore, 
not germane to an appropriation bill. What is 
the title of the bill? š 

TheCrerr. A bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. ORR. The proviso proposes to change 
existing laws, and is, therefore, not germane to 
the bill. It proposes legislative action on a new 
subject, and not appropriations to carry out ex- 
‘isting laws. I hold that the proviso is out of 
order, 

Mr. GROW. On any appropriation that the 
House chooses to make for any purpose, | take 
it, we have the right to put conditions 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1s this question debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. On the ground 
stated by the gentleman from South Carolina the 
Chair cannot hold the report to be out of order. 
T'he report is made on a subject referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means for its considera- 
tion. It is possible that there may be a provis- 
ion not germane to a particular appropriation in 
the bill; but it is hardly competent for the Chair 
to rule the report out of order on that ground. It 
does not appear to the Chair that this proviso is 
not germane to the bill. 
| Mr. ORR. On the first ground, Mr. Speaker 
Boyd, in an analogous case, where a proposition 
was offered as a substitute for a report from the 
Committee on Public Lands, that there be amod- 
ification of the duty on railroad iron, decided 
| that the proposition was not in order, for the 
| reason that it was not germane to the bill. If the 
i Speaker makes his decision on the other ground, 
then Í understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not prepared 
to say that the proviso is not germane to the bill. 
The Chair is certainly of the opinion that the 
proviso, as read from the Clerk’s desk, is of a 
kindred nature with the bill, and he does not feel 
at liberty to rule the report out of order on that 
ground. 

Mr. ORR. I respectfully appeal from that de- 
cision of the Chair. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the appeal be laid upon the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; the question 
was taken, and it was decided in the affirmative 
1 —yeas 95, nays 79; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Atbright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
l! Henry Bennett, Benson, Billngturet, Bishop, Bliss, Br 
| shaw, Broom, James IL Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chafee, Bayard Clarke, Bara Clerk, Colfax, Comins, 
Crovode, Cragin, Darrell, Pimoihy Davis, Dean, De Witt, 
Diek, Dickson, Dodd, Dirtee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, 
| Flagler, Giddings, Gibert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Wall, 
Harlan, H@loway, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kuox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, 
McCarty, Kilhan Miller, Miilward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
i . Niehots, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 

Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviauce, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Seon, Sherman, Siwmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washbarne, Elina B. Washburne, 

sh m, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodrulf, and 


i Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Hendley S. 
Beunett, Bococ Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Cadwalader, 
i John P. Cainpbell, kie, Clingman, flowecl Cobb. Wil- 

liamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
! Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Entiott, Eustis, 
| Evans, Pautkner, Florence, Thoma D. Fuller, Goode, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sanipson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
! Havea, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, bumpkin, 
į Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, 
i MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Milson, Orr, Peck, 
| Pheips, Powell, Quitman, Rieaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
Williaw Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Sueed, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Swope, ‘Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Valk, Warnes, 
Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zoilicotfer—79. 


So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Pending the above call, : 

Mr. WHEELER, who was outside the bar 
when his name was called, stated that had he been 
present he would have voted in the negative. 


| 
i 
i 
i 
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Mr. CLAWSON stated that he had paired off | 
with Mr. UNDERWOOD. 

Mr. SNEED said that, had he not missed the | 
railroad connection at Richmond last night, he 
should have answered to his name when the roll 
of ineumbers was first called. 

Mr. RUST stated that Mr. Warrer had been 
compelled to leave the Hall because of serious 
indisposition. $ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair takes leave to | 
remark to the House that the case referred to by 
the gentleman from South Carolina was a little 
different from the case before the House now. 
The case then was this: A report was made from 
the Committee on Public Lands on subjects re- 
ferred to that committee, and the amendment was 
for a change of duties, which subject had been 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
the appropriate committee. There are two such 
cases in the same Congress, in which the decision 
of the Chair was undoubtedly correct, that it was 
not germane to the subject reported on by the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The result of the vote having been announced, 
the bill reported by Mr. CAMPBELL was read a 
first and second time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the bill be: 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE ON THE ARMY BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move the usual resolu- 
lution, that all debate on the Army appropriation | 


bill in the Committee of the Whole on the state || 


of the Union be closed within five minutes after | 
its consideration shall be commenced. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled bills passed at | 
the last session of the following titles, when the 
Speaker signed the same: 

Anact (C. C. No. 3) for the relief of James | 
M. Lindsay; 

Anacı (H. R. No. 332) for the relief of Calvin 
Hall, assignee of William Jones; 

‘An act (H. R. No. 11) for the relief of J. W. 
Todd, a lieutenant in the United States Army; 

An act (H. R. No. 260) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Thomas Gordon, de- 
ceased; 

Anact (H.R. 
Otis; | 

An act (C. C. No. 4) for the relief of Salvador | 
Accardi; 

Anact (H. R. 
toine Robedeau; 

An act (H. R. No. 
Dickson, a soldier in 

An act (H. R. No. 
dolph Kussmaul; : 

Anact (H. R. No. 368) for the relief of Ur- 
sula E. Cobb, widow of Charles Cobb; 

An act (C. C. No. 6) for the relief of William 
H. Chase; ne 

An act (H. R. No. 224) authorizing the legal 
representatives of Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter 
lands in Missouri; 

An act (H. R. No. 347) to 
Ruhama Whittaker and Rebecca Whittaker to | 
certain iands in the State of Louisiana; 

An act (H. R. No. 373) for the relief of John | 
Connolly, late a private in company A, sixth in- i 
fantry, United States Army; and , | 

An act (H. R. No. 468) providing an increase | 
of pension to Daniel Waldo, of Onondaga county, 
New York. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the: 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the: 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CORB, of Georgia. If the Honse refuse to | 
go inte the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, will it not be in order, after the ex- 
piration of an hour, or the calling of committees 
for reports, to go to the Speaker's table for the ; 
purpose of taking up the joint resolution from the | 
Senate ? 

The SPEAKER. it will. 

Mr. COBB. Then f hope th 
go into committee will not pre 


No. 331) for the relief of John 


No. 196) for the relief of An- 
377) for the relief of Abner 


the war of 1812; 
563) for the relief of Ru- 


i 
\ 
' 


at the motion to: 
vail, but that we | 


shall test the sense of the House at the proper 
time, on the joint resolution from the Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
when the morning hour commenced ? 

The SPEAKER At eight minutes to three 
o’clock. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Siwnex Wes- 
sTER, his Private Secretary, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary of War, in relation to the 
balances remaining in the Treasury for the last 
appropriation for the support of the Army. 

Mr. PHELPS. Task that the communication 
accompanying the message just received from the 
President may be read. | 

No objection being made, the communication 
was read, as follows: 5 


War DEPARTMENT} 

WASHINGTON, August 21, 1856. 
p Sr: Inanswer to your inquiry as to the balances remain- 
in the Treasury from the last appropriation for the support of 
the Army, l have the honor to state that the obligations 
already incurred by the Government exceed the sum of 
those balances by about $460,000. It may be proper to add 
that a portion of the balances in the Treasury having been 
appropriated for specific objects, are not available for the 
support of the Army. 

The present strength of the Army in requirements is over 
thirteen thousand officers and men, more than twelve thou- 
sand of whom are engaged in active field operations, and 
in protecting the frontiers against the depredations of hostile 
indians; the small force, not thus expended, hold the for- 
titications which cover the commercial cities aud salient |; 


l; cordance with the prov 


ix 


The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the’ Committee of thé 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Grow ii 
the chair,) and procceded to the consideration of 
the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. IT move that the 
first reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. os 

The Clerk commenced reading the bill by 
clauses; but was interrupted by ` = 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, who said: I offer 
a substitute, which is to strike out all after the 
enacting clause, and insert what I send to. the 
Clerk. It will, perhaps, save time if i make a 
brief explanation of the substitute. It is the ori- 
ginal Army bill as it was reported from the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, with a second sec- 


tion added. The proviso which passed the House 
is not inserted init. If the second section is read 
it will give to the committee all the information, 
perhaps, which is necessary in order to under- 
stand what the substitute is. Iask that it may 
be read. 
‘ The second section was read, and is as fol- 
ows: 

Sco. 2. Beit further enacted, That all laws passed by 


| the pretended Lègislative Assembly of Kansas be, and the 


same are hereby, disaflirmed, 


abrogated, and dectared. in- 
valid: And provided further, 


That it shall be the duty of 


| the Governor of said Territory, and he is hereby authorized, 


forthwith to reorganize the said ‘Territory under and in ac- 
sions of an act entitled “An act te 


organize the 'ferritories of Nebraska and Kansas,” passed 


points most exposed to a sudden descent by a foreign foe. 
To disband the troops would subject our frontier settle- 
ments tothe attacks of a formidable savage euemy, and) 
render our fortifications, which have required years of labor 
and millions of expenditure to construct, useless for na- 
tional defenses in any sudden emergency. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEPRON DAVIS, 

To the PRESIDENT. Secretary of War. 

The message and accompanying documents 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ARMY BILL——AGAIN. 


The question being upon Mr. CAMPBELL’S 
motion, 

Mr. ALBRIGHT demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I wish to inquire of 
the Chair, if the House refuses now to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on this bill, and fails to take up the bill 


will not be in order to go into committee after- 
wards, and take up this bill? 

Mr. GROW. I wish to inquire whether, if 
| the rules be suspended, and we go into commit- 
tee, and take up this bill, it willbe in order to do 
any other business? , 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 75; as 


follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Broom, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard 
Ciarke, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, į 
Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Kangtit, Knowiton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey 
Marshall, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage. Sapp, |! 
Seott, Sherman, Simmons, Spuner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Traiton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader €. Wash- 
bume, Eliihu B. Washbame, israel Washburn, Welch, 
Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—lOL, . 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Hendley $. 
Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Cad- 
walader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, C man, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W Cobb, Vox, Craige, Crawford, 
Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eviott, 
Eustis, Evans, Pauikner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Faller, 
Joode, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har 
Ilouston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Ma 
3. Marshall, Maxwell, Me Mullin, McQueen, ` 
Millson, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Rivers 
Rufin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Sainuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, 
Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Frippe, Vail. Valk, 
Warner, Wheeler, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John 
V. Wright—75. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


t 


[i 


| hereby declared p 


| appr 
i wi 


| i iol 7 eit Dp 
under a suspension of the joint rule, whether it 1 Mag 30, 1854. 


| decide the point of order. 


| from Georgia raises the poi 


| to decide that the substitute is not in order 


! subject not 


May 30, 1854, as fully and entirely, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as if no effort had heretofore been made for that pur- 
pose. And the said Governor is hereby authorized and em- 
powered to call an election for members of the Legislature 
adecording to said act; to appoint and prescribe the powers 


‘and duties of the judges of said election, and the forms of 


oaths and returns in relation thereto; and to issue general 
instructions concerning the same: Provided, That it shalt 


| not be lawful for any person to vote at such election unless 


he shall have been an actual inhabitant of the said Territory 
for the period of four months, and of the district or precinct 
in whieh he may offer bis vote for the period of thirty days 
immediately preceding such election: sind provided further, 
That illegal or fraudulent voting at said election, or false 
swearing for the purpose of voting thereat, or contesting the 
same, or any part thereof, shall be punishable by the dis- 
trict courts of said Territory by fine not exceeding two hun- 
dred dollars, ($200,) and imprisonment not exceeding one 
year. False swearing at, or in relation to, said election, is 

perjury: And provided further, That the 
sum of twenty-five thousand dollars (25.000) is hereby 
opriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
appropriated, to be expended, under the direction of 
the said Governor, in carrying into effect this act, and the 
owers and duties vested in him by the said act, passed 


I submit the point: of 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
ment is in order? I 


order, whether that amend 
submit that the second section just read is not 
germane to any portion of the bill referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means by the House. 
As l understand the reading of it, it is to provide 
for the annulling of the laws of Kansas, and for 
the reorganization of the Territory of Kansas. I 
submit to the Chair whether that is in order as 
an amendment to this appropriation bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. i intend to propose to 
amend the title of the bill, by making it a bill to 
provide appropriations for the Army “and for 
other purposes.” The gentleman from Georgia 
knows full well that on this Kansas question de- 
pends now the appropriations for the Army— 

Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting.) Is debate in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Then I object. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; let the Chair 


e gentleman from Ohio 


The CHAIRMAN. Th 
bill reported by the 


offers a substitute for the 
Committee of Ways and Means. The gentleman 
nt of order, that the 
substitute is not in order, as it embraces a sub- 
ject not referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Jeans. The Chair, under precedent, and by 
his own judgment, decides the point of order to 
be well taken, and rules the substitute out of 
order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Do ĮI understand the Chair 


? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, on 
precedents cited this morning, that the point of 
order is well taken, as the substitute embraces a 
referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 


Pending the call of the roil, 
| Mr, EUSTIS stated that Mr, FULLER, of Penn- 
| sylvania, had paired off with Mr. Day. 


i 


The Clerk proceeded to report the bill by sec- 
tions for amendment. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose to strike out all 
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on 


e hundred i 


after the. word “provided,” in the 
and sixteenth line, as follows: 

For. contingencies for the Army, $12,000: Provided, i] 
neverikeless, and tt is hereby declared, That no part or the : 
military force of the United States, for the support of which | 
appropdations are made by tiis act, shail be employed in | 
the enforcement of any enacunent of the body claiming to |! 


tt 


The SPEAKER. The House has ordered 
the previous question; and it is not competent 
for the gentleman from Pennsylvania to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I hope the motion to recon- 
sider will be,acceded to by general consent. Let 


stand by the proviso to the last, because I look 


be the ‘Territorial Legislature of Kansas, until such enact- | us have & vote upon striking out the proviso, 
ment shall have been affirmed and approved by Congress; ij and then Iam willing the House shall pass the 
but this proviso Spal not be so ees is to prevent the bill D 
. President from employing an adequate military force, but |} A ` 2 ; 
it shail be his duty ai cinnay such Varee to prevent the in- i Mr. NICHOLS, I am in favor of this proviso, 
vasion of said ‘Territory by armed bands of non residents, || but I wish to male one single remark in reference 
ot any other body of non-residents acting, or claiming wo li to it. Itis this: While I hope the House will 
act, as a posse comitatus of any officer in said Territory, ia jl 

i 


i 
the enforcement of any such enactments, and to protect } 


the persons. and property therein, and upon the national i 
highways leading to said ‘Territory, from, all unlawful |! 
searches and seizures; and it shall be bis further duty to 

urn of and to 


take efficient measures to compel the r 

withhold all arms of the United State ributed in or.to į 
said Territory, in pursuance of any tay 3e United States 
authorizing the distribution of arms to the States aud Terri- | 
tories. 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: | 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (interrupting.) I ask i 
the gentleman from Ohio if that is the same 
amendment he offered to-day? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The same. 

Mr. COBB. Then I submit to the Chair the 
point of order I have already made. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the | 
point of order raised by the gentleman from | 
Georgia, and rules that the proviso is not ger- | 
mane to the bill. 5 4 

Mr. BARCLAY. T respectfully appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. COBB. I now move to strike out that! 
proviso reported in the bill, As ldo not intend | 
to invite discussion, Í simply submit the motion, 
and trast the vele'will be taken upon it. It is 
due, however, to the minority of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means, to state Uat we opposed the | 
adoption of this proviso in the committee. LT now |! 
wish to indicate that opposition by this motion |! 
to strike out. I shall not discussit. I merely | 
wish to make this remark, so that our position 
may be understood. 

Mr, ALLISON demanded tellers on the mo- 
tion, l 

Tellers were ordered; und Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and Smitu of Virginia, were appointed, 

The question was taken; and the tellers ro- 
ported ayes 85, noes 90. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. T prestine no one will desire | 
the further reading of the bill, Limove that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the Louse. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | 
resumed the chair, Mr. Grow reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
reveraly under consideration, aud particularly 
ease bill (No. 578) making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the year ending 
June 30, 1857, and had directed him to report the 
same tothe House without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that it do pass, 

Mr, CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. T move | 
the previous question upon the cengrossment of 
the bill. 

‘The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. LL MARSHALL. Have we not the vight | 
to a separate vote upon ihat proviso? I under- E 
stand that there was a motion made to strike it! 
out. ! 

TheSPEAKIER, Thoe bill was reported fron | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union without amendment; and the previous 
question has been ordered upon its engrossment |i 
and third reading. 

Mr. ORR. I move to reconsider the vote order- 
ing the main qnesiion, so that we can get at the 
motion to strike out the proviso. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 wish to say to gentlemen 
on the other side of the House, that ad we desire 
18 an opportunity of recording our votes upon a 
mouon to sirike our the proviso. If that be 
granted us by general co 
ask for the yeas and nays 
the bul. ; . 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Canppeny] to 
withdraw his call for the previous question. 


ent, We will not then ` 
upon the passage of i 


! to order. 


upon it as just 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I call the 
No debate is in order. : 
Mr. ALLISON. I move to lay the motion to 


gentleman 


if reconsider on the table. 


Mr. MARSHALL. 
nays upon the motion. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken, and the motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


I demand the yeas and 


| read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 


cordingly read the third time. ; 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, called 
for the previous question on the passage of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken} and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 93, nays 85; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Hesry Bennett, Benson, Billi urst, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 

is D. Cainpbeil, Chatiee, 


HUN, 
avis, ‘Ttnethy Davis, 
on, Dodd, Durtee, Mdic, Bd- 
Wards, Enric, Mlagier, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Phul, Harin, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Jaee, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Mil- 
ward, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviauce, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spier, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
horington, Pharston, Todd, ‘Peafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Washburne; Elihu 
B, Washburue, Isract Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
mf and Woodworth- -93. 

NAYS — Messrs, Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Hendley S. 
Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Cadwalader, Jobn P, Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobh, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Culen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Hliott, 
Eustis, Evans, Paukner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 


S 
L. Harris, Hiekman, Howston, George W. Jones, J. Glanecy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, bake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexan- 
der K. Marshall, Humphrey $ all, Samuel S. Marshal, 
Maxwell, MeMullin, MeQneen, Sauth Miler, Milson, Orr, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, 
Rufin, Rust, Sandidge, savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, Willi Stuti, Wiliam R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Bwope, Patbott, Taylor, Trippe, Vail, Valk, 
Warser, Wheeler, Whitvey, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
ght, John V. Wri and Zoltieoiter-—83. 

So the bill was passed. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York, stated that 
Mr, Greenwoop and Mr. Meacitam had paired 
offon all questions relating to Kansas. 

Mr, SNEED stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Reavy, had paired off with Mr. Horron, of 
Ohio, his colleague having been compelled by 
imperious circumstances to return home. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOUR OF MEETING, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. J} move that, until 


‘The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I trust that, by unanimous 
consent, the House will take up the bill from 
the Senate, making appropriations to carry out 


_treales made at the session which closed on 


Monday. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved the House ad- 
ourn; which motion was agreed to; and there- 
ipon (at half past four o'clock, p.m.) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


Comins, Covode, } 


IN SENATE, 
FRIDAY, August 22, 1856. 


Hons. James M. Mason of Virginia, Henry 
S. Geyer of Missouri, Lyman TrumpButt of Hli- 
nois, Roserr W. Jouxson of Arkansas, and 
James Haruan of Iowa, attended. 


The Journal of yesterday was read. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I should like to 
know when the practice of introducing the prefix 
of “ honorable”? to the statement of names of 
Senators, as read in the Journal to-day, wag 
adopted. I do not remember it heretofore; and if 
it be not an established custom, I would propose 
that it be abandoned. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secre- 
| tary informs the Chair that it has been the uni- 
į form practice in making up the Journal. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It never attracted 
imy attention before. 
The Journal of yesterday was approved. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Cunzom, their Clerk, announced that 
į the Speaker of the House, under the joint reso- 
| lution adopted yesterday, had signed’a number 
of enrolled bills. They were thereupon signed 
by the President pro tempore, as follows: 

An act for the relief of J. W. Todd, a lieu- 
tenant in the United States Army; 

An act for the relief of Antoine Robedeau; 


| otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting of || 
i the House be twelve o’clock, m. 


An act to authorize the legal representatives of 
Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter certain land in 
Missouri; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Gordon, deceased. 

An act for the relief of John Otis; 

An act for the relief of Calvin Hall, assignee 
of William Jones; 


i 
| 
H 
i 
i 
} 
i 
i 
i 


| An act to confirm the title of Ruhama Whit- 


taker and Rebecca Whittaker to certain lands in 
| the State of Louisiana; 


| An act for the relief of Ursula E. Cobb, widow 


of Charles Cobb; 

An act for the relief of John Connolly, late a 
private in company A, sixth infantry, United 
States Army; g 

An act for the relief of Abner Dickson, a soldier 
in the war of 1812; 

An act providing an increase of pension to 


i Danicl Waldo, of Onondaga county, New York; 


An act for the relief of Rudolph’ Kussmaul; 
An act for the relief of James M. Lindsay; 
An act for the relief of Salvador Accardi; and 
An act for the relief of William H. Chase. 
NEW ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
K message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Cunnom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (H.R. No. 578) making 
| appropriations for the support of the Army for 
| the year ending the 30th of June, 1857; in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask, by general consent, 
that the appropriation bill be taken up and read 
the firstand second times. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read twice 
by its title, 

Mr. HUNTER. There is no necessity for 
referring this bill to the Committee on Finance. 
| It is precisely the same bill that was up at the last 
session, with the contents of which we are ac- 
quainted. My purpose is to ask the consent of- 
the Senate to go on with it; and I shall submit a 
motion of amendment as soon as the Senate agree 
to take it up, or is it now before the Senate ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The bill having 
been read a second time is before the Senate asin 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. § Itis not my purpose, sir, to 
debate this bill, or to prolong the time for acting 
upon it. Ido not see why we may not decide in 
regard to it, and terminate the question one way 
or the other to-day. I shall make a motion simply 
tostrikeout the proviso which isin the sixth page, 


i and which contains the obnoxious legislation in 


regard to Kansas. It is the same proviso which 
was pinced in the bill to which we formerly ob- 
jected, and the bill itself is the same bill which 
was before the committees of conference at the 


i ime the two Houses adjourned at the last session 


of Congress, I submit the motion to amend the 
bill by etriking out the proviso, 


1856, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore, Willthe Sen- 
ate have the proviso read ? 

Mr. SEWARD. No, sir; it is not necessary, 
I suppose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading 
will be dispensed with, 

Mr. SEWARD. I agree with the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance that, prob- 
ably, this subject is understood by the members 
of the Senate. For myself, at all events, 1 have 
had an opportunity heretofore to say all that is 
necessary to justify the vote which Uprepune to 
give on the present occasion. I content myself, 
therefore, with simply asking for the yeas and 
nays on the proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Virginia. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I cannot vote, because, as the 
Senate already know, I have paired off with the 
honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomes] 

Mr. MASON. Ido not doubt the statement 
ef my honorable colleague; but I think it would 
be well and proper that we should have the clause 
read which he proposes to strike out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Secre- 
tary will read the clause proposed to be stricken 
out. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Provided, however, and it is hereby declared, That no part 
of the military force of the United States, for the support 
of whieh appropriations are made by this act, shall he em- 
ployed in aid of the enforcement of any enactment of the 
body claiming to be the Territorial Legisiature of Kansas, 
untilsuch enactment shall have been affirmed and approved 
by Congress. And this proviso shall not be so construed as 
to prevent the President trom employing an adequate mili- 
tary force; but it shall be his duty to employ such force to 


prevent the invasion of said Territory by armed bands of | 


non residents, or any other body of non-residents acting ‘or 


claiming to act ax a posse comitatus of any officer in said i 


Territory in the enforcement of any such enactment, and 
to protect the persons and property therein, and upon the 
national highways leading to the said Territory, from all 
unlawful searches and seizures; and it shall be his further 
duty to take eflicient measures to compel the return of and 
withhold all arms of the United States, distributed in or to 
suid Territory, in pursuance of any law of the United 
States authorizing the distribution of arms to the States and 
‘Territories. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


on the motion to strike out this clause, resulted— 
yeas 35, nays 7; as follows: 


YLEAS~—Measrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, 
Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slideil, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentueky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, 
Weter, and Yulee— 35, 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Trum- 
bull, Wade, and Wilson—7. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
the amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole was concurred in and ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. It 
was read a third time. 

Mr. WADE. Task for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill as amended. i 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—ycas 36, nays 7; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 


uuin, Biges, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, 
, Clay, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, 
ston, Huuter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Sti- 
dell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
Weller, and Yulee—36. 

s. Durkee, Fout, Foster, Harlan, Trumbull, 


NAYS —% 
Wade, and Wison—7. 

So the bill was passed; and the Secretary was 
directed to request the concurrence of the House | 
in the amendment, 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- į; 


cecded to the consideration of executive business; 


and after sume time spent therein, the doors were | 


reopened. 
NEW ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuirom, their Clerk, announced that the 
TLouse non-concurred in the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 578) making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending June 30, 1857. ner 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senate insist 
on its amendment. 


Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 35, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, 
Butler, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, 


Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Sli- 
right, and Yulee—33. 


delli Stuart, Toucey, Weller, ¥ a 
S—Messrs. Foot, Foster, Harlan, Trumbull, Wade 
and Wilson—6. j 4 ; ? Á 


ERRONEOUS ENROLLMENT. 


Mr. PUGH. I ask leave'to introduce a bill to 
supply an omission in the enrollment of a certain 
act. It is to restore two items which were 
omitted in the enrollment of the civil appropria- | 
tion bill; one for completing the marine hospital | 
at Cincinnati, Ohio, $86,000, and the other for 
improving Battery and Washington strects, and | 
j roadway O. P. around the custom-house at San 
Francisco, California, $13,401 30. | 

„Mr. HUNTER. These provisions were in the 
civil appropriation bill, and were omitted by the | 
enrolling clerk. This bill is to supply that omis- 
sion. There is that difference between itand new 
| business; but I am afraid that if we entertain 
| jurisdiction of this matter we shall have other 
| business presented. 1 fear it may embarrass us. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope my friend from Virginia ! 
will not interpose any objection. I will not bring 
forward any bill for new business. These items | 
were the fifth and sixth Senate amendments to 
the civil appropriation bill reported by the Com- | 
| mittee on Finance. They were adopted by the | 
Senate, and they were agreed to by the commit- | 
tee of conference. They were, however, omitted 
in the enrolled act by some omission, or careless- 
ness, or oversight, of the enrolling clerk of the 
House. My simple object is to supply an ac- 
knowledged defect in the enrollment of that act. 
i would not bring in any bill for new legislation. 
The Secretary of the Treasury has now proposals | 
out for the marine hospital at Cincinnati, and is | 
about preparing to make a contract. | 

Mr. HUNTER. If it can be agreed by gen- | 
eral consent that this bill shall not be made a pre- 
cedent for introducing other business, | will with- 
draw my objection. 

Mr. WELLER. It cannot be a precedent, for 
it is simply to correct an error. 

Mr. FOOT. Nobody, I think, will take this 
as a precedent for the introduction of new bills. 
It is proper that this bill should be passed, in 
order to correct a manifest error on the part of the 
| enrolling clerks. But there was another error, I 
will remark to the Senator from Ohio, for which | 
‘he has not made provision. It will be remem- j 
bered that an.amendment was incorporated into 
l that bill, reducing the number of copies of Audu- | 
|! bon’s books to be subscribed for by the Depart- 
ment of State, from one hundred, as named in 
the bill sent from the House, to sixty; and reduc- 
ing the sum appropriated for the payment of that 
į work in proportion. F ; f 

Mr. BAYARD. That was yielded in commit- | 
! tee of conference. . i 
|. Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Delaware | 
| is right. The House rejected our amendment, 
and the committee of conference yielded it. 

; Mr. FOOT. Then this bill covers all the 
errors. 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. if 
| There being no objection, leave was granted to || 
introduce the bill; and it was read three times, | 
and passed. | 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate again | 
| proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
| ness; and after some time spent therein the doors 
į were reopencd. 

PRINTING GF A REPORT. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that the Committee | 
n Printing be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the motion to print the majority and 


minority reports of the Committee on Territories | 
on the bill (H. R. No. 74) to reorganize the Ter- ! 


i 
\ 
l 
i 
? 
i 
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that the reports be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYES. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Iam requested to 
aresolution submitted by the Senator from í 


i 
s 
li 
t 
j 
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| 
H 
I 
i 


i: call up l 
i Delaware, (Mr. Crarrox.] He is notable to be! 


l Foor.] 


i 


Í ritory of Kansas, and for other purposes, and | 


in his seat to-day, as I am advised by a note. Tt 
is a resolution proposing to give thé same extra 
compensation to the employés of the Senate that’ 
has been given by the House of Representatives 
to their employés. f 

Mr. MASON. I supposed it was the common 
understanding and acquiescence of the whole Sen- 
ate, that we should do nothing except that busi- 
ness which was pending between the two Houses. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I was not aware 
that the understanding on that subject precluded 
the consideration of resolutions lying on the 
table. This resolution was submitted -on Satur- 
day. Its consideration was then objected to, and 
under the rule it had to lie over fora day. 1 do 
not understand that the agreement of the Senate 
precludes the consideration of this resolution of 
my friend from Delaware, the merit of which is’ 
that the House has made the usual allowance to. 
its employés. ` f 

Mr. MASON. We just now—I do not know 
whether it passed under the Senator’s observation 
or not—passed a bill introduced by the Senator 
from Ohio, to correct an error that had been com- 
mitted in enrolling one of the appropriation bills; 
and my colleague said he would have no objec- 
tion to that if it was to be understood that was 
an emergency necessary to be provided for, and 
that it should not be taken asa precedent to allow 
any new business. The Senate acquiesced in 
that view, and I know many Senators have left 
the Chamber under the impression that no busi- 
ness would be taken up. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessce. 
any general understanding. 

Mr. MASON. I understood it is as I have 
stated. ; 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I did not under- 
stand it as affecting any such measure as this. I 
would not, for any interest I feel on this subject, 
violate what I conceived to be a general under- ' 
standing; but I thought we might with propriety 
take up such a subject as this, 

Mr. WELLER. My understanding was that 
the agreement only applied to bills. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. If the House had 
not made this allowance to its employés, this 
resolution would not have been presented. I re- 
member the trouble we have had on that subject 
heretofore. I think my friend from Virginia will 
find that the understanding limiting the business 
to the particular objects mentioned was not to in- 
clude this resolution on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. That is a matter merely con- 
cerning the Senate. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Matters concern- 
ing the Senate alone have generally been consid- 
ered as business not legislative properly. This 
resolution concerns only the relations between 
the Senate and its own employés. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Virginia 
does not allude to the order made yesterday, but 
to the declaration of his colleague | Mr. Hunter] 
that he desired it understood we were not going 
into legislative business. ] understand that, how- 
ever, only applied to business requiring the action 
of both branches. 

Mr, MASON. T was not lere yesterday, and 
do not know what took place then; but] learned 
from what passed just now, in the Senate, that 
either on yesterday, or at some time, there was 
an understanding among Senators that no new 
business of any kind should be taken up for the 


I would not violate. 


|i action of the Senate. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Nothing of legis- 
lative business except the supplies forthe Army. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from Louisiana 
[Mr. SLmeLL] says, “f no business.” f 

Mr. SLIDELL. So I understood the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, and assent 
was given by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. 
The chairman of the Commitiee on 
Finance will be here presently. leak 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, I think it did not 
apply to business of every kind. 

Mr. WELLER. That was not my under- 
standing, oO 
| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I doubt if the Sen- 
| ator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] so understood 
it. But I know no way to settle this matter ex- 
| cept by taking the sense of the Senate in regard 
toit, [have no particular feeling or interest about 
the matter. ; 

Mr. MASON, When the resolution was 


j 


10 


en a 
troduced at the late session, I was opposed to it. 
Į do not know whether F objected to its consid- 
eration, but I certainly should bave done so if it 
were necessary tO prevent its consideration; and 
if there are any rules now which will prevent its, 
consideration, | shall feel it my duty again to 
object. Does not the Qist joint rule prevent any- 
thing being considered of the last session's busi- 
ness until six days have elapsed? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This is merely 
a resolution, nota bill, Does the Senator from 
Tennessee insist on his motion? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee 
to take up the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there'be allowed and paid to each of the 
employés of the Senate and in the Congressional Library the 
same compensation that is allowed to the employés of the 
+House of Representatives by a resolution of the House of 
August 15, 1856, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the 
Senate, under the direction of the committee to audit and 
control the same, ; 

Mr. MASON. Iask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr BROWN. In pursuance of the under- 
standing which was had about taking úp new 
business, | shall vote against taking up the rego- 
lution, though I am in favor of its passage. 
think, after we get through the matter of differ- 
ence with the House of Representatives in ref- 
erence to the Army appropriation bill, this reso- 
lunon can be taken up without violating any 
agreement, and there will be plenty of time then. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Well, sir, L yield 
to that suggestion, and withdraw the motion. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CLAY. If there be no business before 
the Senate, I desire to, offer a resolution calling 
for information: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Senate at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, as accurately as possible, the amount 
that will be required to pay the allowances proposed to be 
made by the bil passed by the House of Representatives at 
the fate session, entitled “ An act to provide forthe settle- 
ment of the chims of officers of the revolutionary army, 
and of the widows and orphan children of those who died 
in the service.” 

Mr. BIGLER. 

Mr. CLAY. 
jection to it, 
information. 

Mr. BUTLER. T think if you introduce this 
you may introduce others. It will be an enter- 
ing wedge, T cannot vote for it, 

The PRESIDINT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator object to the consideration of the resolution? 
Mr. BROWN and Mr. BIGLER objected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. lt lies over 
under the rules. 


Ts not that basiness? 
L suppose there will be no ob- 
It is only a resolution calling for 


RECESS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Tsuggestan informal recess, 
until a message be received from the House. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, 1 move that the Senate 
take a recess for halfan hour. 

The PRESIDEN'T pro tempore. By unanimous 
consent there will be a recess for half an hour, 
until fifteen mmutes past two o'clock. ‘The Chair 
hears no objection, 

The Senate reassembled at fifteen minutes past 
two o’clock. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. BIGGS. I desire to report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills. There were a batch of 
bills, some fourteen in number, in the bands of 
the enrolling committee, at the last session, but 
not presented to the Senate prior to the adjourn- 
ment. They are sull in the bauds of the Com- 


mittee on Eurolled Bills, and my construction of | 


the joint resolution ts, that it is proper fo present 
them tothe President. They are Eluuse bills. 
I report that the committee have presented them 
to the President of the United States. 


NEW ARMY APPROPRIATION BILE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cunnom, their Clerk, announced that the 
Tlouse adhered to its disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate insisted on by the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 573) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1857. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the House of 


Representatives insist on passing no bill making | 
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appropriations for the Army, except on condi- 
tion that we agree to legislation which iscontrary 
‘to our judgment. I, for one, feel bound to say, 
| in vindication of the constitutional rights of the 
Senate, that.we ought to permit the bill to be lost. 
Í L move that the Senate adhere to its amendment. 

Mr. BELE, of Tennessee. Mr. President, this 
bill presents itself to the Senate as an orginal bill 
at this extra session. It is a new bill, in the par- 
liamentary sense. The Senate struck out the pro- 
viso contained in the bill as it came from the 
House. The House disagreed to this amend- 
ment of the Senate. The Senate insisted upon its 
amendment; and the House have taken a very 
unusual, unparliamentary, and in my judgment, 
under the circumstances, the inexcusable course 
of adhering to their disagreement to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the honorable Sen- 
ator, that, according to my recollections of par- 
liamentary law and usage, it is against the rule 
to speak in terms of disrespect of the correlative 
branch of the Legislature. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Ido not meanany 
| disrespect to the House. I only mean to say 
that, in my judgment, its course is unusual and 
| scarcely excusable, considering the magnitude of 
the issue between the two Houses. [ imagine 
that the House will understand that I intend no 
disrespect to them. I say that for the House to 
adhere to their disagreement in this early stage of 
the bill is unusual and unparliamentary. There 
may, perhaps, be something in the history of a 
similar bill during the late session which may 
afford some excuse for this extraordinary course; 
and, therefore, I am far from intending to speak 
in terms tending in any degree to exasperate or 
show any disrespect to the House. 

But, sir, my object in rising was to call the 
attention of the Senate to what I think it becomes | 
it now todo. This is the Senate of the United 
States, and we should not allow the proceeding 
of the Flouse to swerve us in the slightest degree 
from the usual course of parliamentary courtesy 
aud forbearance when difference of opinion on 
pany subject of legislation is manifested between 

the two Houses. [think it is proper for the Sen- 
ate of the United States, on a question of this 
kind—it is not an ordinary one—to consult, in 


what they propose to do, that dignity, wisdom, 
and propricty which was expected of the Senate 
on occasions of this description by the fathers of 
i the Constitution, When the other House ad- 
| heres to its disagreement in the first instance, if 
we were to consult impulsive fecling and the 
promptings of unskilled judgment, we should 
also adhere. But E hope that no such feelings 
will control the course of this body now. 

As l have said before, this is not an ordinary 
question. tis a great question. 1 wish F could 
foresee the end of it, and the results of the de- 
cision which may be made bere, ‘To defeat the 


the failure of the bill at the close of the late ses- 
sion. The two Houses had agreed onan adjourn- 
iment at twelve o’clock on Monday last; but I] 


ordinary principles or motives to action in such 
cases. For myself, I do not consider the point 
of honor is concerned in it at all. 

I ask, what is the course which it becomes the 
Senate now to take? Mildly, with the most con- 
ciliatory spirit, and wiscly, to adept the usual 
resolution, unheeding, if you please unnoticing, 
in our formal action, the vote of the House; but 
to insist on Dur amendment and ask for a confer- 
ence. | think this is an occasion which would 
justify some departure from the usual parliament- 
ary practice, and authorize us to appointa larger 
committee of conference than is common. I trust 
the Senate will agree to appoint five or seven, or, 
if you please, ten, of the most experienced and 
leading members of this body, to confer with a 
like committee of the House on this question. 

It may be thought that T seek to magnify the 
question beyond its real deserts, or tendencies, 
or importance. I believe J do not overrate its 
importance. I have been long noticing, with 
anxious solicitude, the tendency of several mat- 
ters in connection with the general subject on 
which this disagreement arises, and I think we 
have now reached a point where we ought to 
pause, and seriously reflect as to whither we 
must land, if we go on in the course which we 
have been pursuing. 

When we adjourned on Monday last, there 


| was no great surprise produced in the public 


mind; there was no alarm manifested, because it 
was supposed that if we had continued the ses- 
sion for a few hours longer, this bill would have 
been saved. Now, however, the President of 
the United States considering that an ‘* extraor- 
dinary occasion?’ has arisen, has called us together 
again to reconsider the decision of Congress at 
the last session, on that question. I thiuk the 
President is entirely justifiable in that call; and 
if he had not exercised his authority in this way, 
l think he would have incurred a responsibility 
which but few reflecting men would consider 
themSelves justified in assuming. If now, after 
he has called us together specially, we suffer this 
bill to fail—particularly if the failure result from 
a want of proper deliberation, or by acting upon 
impulse or passion, or in consequence of any 
parliamentary technicality—who can foresee the 
consequences ? 

If the members of the Senate will bear with 
me for a few minutes longer, I have an additional 
consideration to suggest, which perhaps may have 
sume influence on their course. I have not been 
upon any of these numerous committees of con- 
ference, nor, from the position 1 originally occu- 

ied upon this subject, had [ a right to expect to 
eonthem. The practice has been to appoint a 
majority of such a committee, two out of three, 
from those members of the body who do not feel 
themselves at liberty to budge one hair’s breadth 
from what seems to be the opinion of the ma- 


|i jority of the body, upon the questions of differ- 
! bill now would be very different in its effect from |i 


! ence between the two Houses, Thus ultra men, 
| and one ultra majority, have set the fate of this 
| country upon a a cast,” and they appear re- 
| solved to ** stand the hazard of the die.’” 


| øreat branches of the publie defense would not 


| have fallen, ft is useless to advert to the circum- 
| stances which may have occurred, or may be sup- 
i posed to have occurred, to bring us into our | 
present attitude. But what 
‘whatever may be the real 


| 
i 
i 


rer may be the cause | 
reummstances, Line | 
k : | 
voke the sober, calm, reflecting judgment of the 
i Senate to realize the expectations of the founders 
| of the Constitution, in giving to ita more durable 
land stable tenure of power—a judgment formed 


i result from our action. 
| passion. 

Mr. President, the ordinary course of parlia- 
i mentary usage and prvctice on the part of the 


Let us not decide upon 


House of Representatives, world have been to 
! insist on their disagreement -c tic amendment of 
: the Senate to this bill. y 
' made on their minds by what took piace during | 
i the late session induced them to adhere in the first | 
l instance. But, shall we adhere? Usually speak- | 
| ing, on a point of etiquette and strict parhament- | 
‘ary practice, the Senate, which has been treated 

| in this way, would adhere also, and there let the | 


: matter drop. It seems to me, however, that this 


; S H 
solemnly believe that, if two hours more had been | 
| allowed us, this appropriation bill for one of the į 


i after weighing well all the consequences that may |! 


Í surnose theimpression |! 
K | 


Now let me say, thatin my opinion this whole 
proviso of the House, about which we have been 
differing, does not aifect materially the legitimate 
‘and constitutional powers of the President. I 
will not say that this is a settled opinion, because 
l have not made all the investigations necessary 
to satisfy my own mind, but this is the conclusion 
to which I have been led by the examination 
which 1 have been able to make. [think that if 
this proviso had been agreed to, nemine contradi- 
cente, in the Senate, it would not in any material 
degree affect his duties and powers in seeing that 
the laws are faithfully executed. His powers in 
i that respect are defined in the Constitution, and 
| are explained by existing laws. No proviso, 
with general and undefined limitations, could be 
interposed, even by the unanimous consent of 
both Houses of Congress, to control the Pres- 
ident in the proper exercise of his duty in sering 
that the laws of the United States are faithfully 
executed and insurrections put down. It seemed 
to me, however, as it did to the majority of the 
Senate, that whatever might be the true and 
substantive import of this proviso, here was an 
attempt, an the part of the House, to make it 
a condition precedent to the granting of any 


iis too great an occasion for us to act upon the 


: oy Maer for the support of an indispens- 
a 


le branch of the common defense, and under 


1856. 
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circumstances which render it exceedingly objec- 
tionable and dangerous as a precedent, and there- 
fore E thought the Senate justified heretofore in 
standing oul pertinaciously against it, and even 
now in doing so to a certain extent. It is, how- 
ever, a matter of amazement to me, that the | 
idea should be generally entertained that there | 
can be no yielding in any respect, orin any point | 
of view, in order to harmonize the conflicting | 
sentiments of the two branches of Congress. | 
sev aud appreciate the circumstances under which 
this disagreement has happened. What I mean 
to say is, that at last this difficulty is founded on 
a technical and abstract idea. The only substance | 
in it is, that there seems to be an attempt on the 
part of an accidental majority in the House of | 
Representatives to force the Senate to an agree- | 
ment. J use the term “accidental majority”? in 
no sense of disrespect to the House. It may be 
a persaanent majority; but I desire to pursue such 
a course that it shall never be a permanent ma- 
jority, proceeding on the principles that many of 
its members do. F would not acknowledge, in 
ordinary cases, the power of interposinganything, | 
whether matter of substance, or shadow, if you 
please, which could grow into a dangerous pre- | 
cedent, and sanction the practice by one branch 
of the Legislature of forcing the other to a con- 
currence, contrary to their sense of the public 
good. I know that-this is the view of other gen- 
tlemen who have stood out in opposition to this 
proviso. lt may not be the opinion of many | 
gentemen to whom I would greatly defer on a | 
question of this kind; but, in a matter of such | 
great consequence, is it proper, | ask, for the 
Senateof the United States to be controlled, under 
all circumstances, and to be governed by passion 
and impulse, and let the bill fall without another 
effort to pass it? 

These, sir, are my sentiments. The motion 
of the Senator from Virginia is to adhere. I 
desire that we shall insist, and ask for a confer- 
ence. Ll ask the Chair whether a motion to insist 
on our amendment will not take precedence of | 
the motion to adhere ? | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate 
have already voted to insist, 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. On this bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. At this session? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir, this 
morning. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. We ean insist half 
a dozen times according to parliamentary usage. 
The question which Lasked was whether the mo- | 
tion to insist did-not take precedence of the mo- 
tion to adhere ? 

Mr HUNTER, [think the rule is, that which- 
ever Motion 18 made first, whether to adhere or | 
Insist, takes precedence of the other. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
to insist takes precedence of the motion to ad- | 
here, 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. J thought so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But the Sen- ; 
ate have already decided to insist on their amend- 
ment to this bill. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But we can insist 
again and again, if we choose. My question is 
whether a motion to insist does not take prece- 
dence of a motion to adhere.” It ought to do so, ! 
in common sense and reason; and L infer that it 
is so, because these long-established rules of 
parliamentary practice are founded on common 
sense and reason. l now make the motion that 
we insist on our amendment, and ask for a con- 
ference onthe disagreeing votes of the two Houses. | 
T could wish to avoid noticing at all that the | 
House of Representatives has taken a different ; 
course, This isa great question, Great results 
for good or for evil to our country, may depend 
on our decision. f have heard the sentiment 
avowed here, t 
the bill fall, and adjourn at once. 
sorry to say, is the sentiment avowed by the | 
Senator from Virginia. Although | knew his | 
extreme opiniuns on many questions, I was not | 
prepared to hear such a sentiment from him. So | 
far as | am concerned, now that we have been 
called together specially, in extra session, by th 
President of the United States, by a messag 
setung forth, in clear and proper and patrioti 
terms, the grounds on which he has done so, 
will stay here to the 4th of March next, before 
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will agree to 
settled, 

_ Sir, let me be understood. I donot dispute the 
right of the House of Representatives, under àll 
circumstances, to withhold appropriations for 
the support of the Army. If i believed that the 
President or his backers had treasonable designs 
against the liberties of this country or the Union, 
I would exercise the power —and I think it is 
according to the spirit of the Constitution — to 
withhold the appropriations for the support of the 
powers that be, in sucha case. This is a great 
right—a great privilege, and the day may come 
when its exercise will be indispensable to the 
preservation of our liberties. More, sir; not- 
withstanding the Senate is the body to judge of 
impeachments, I would, as a member of the Sen- 
ate, vote against all appropriations to be expended 
by a President who, Í thought, had treasonable 
designs against the Constitution or liberties of 
this ‘country. That, however, is not the case 
now—far, very far from it. This power of the 
House certainly ought never to be exercised, ex- 
cept in the most extreme cases. 

Mr. President, under all these circumstances, 
I conjure this body to proceed—how shall | say? 
in what manner shall they proceed? As becomes 
the Senate of the United States, unimpassioned, 
coolly looking to alf' the consequences, looking to 
the possible results not merely immediately to the 
peace of the country, but to the permanence’ of 
the Union itself. Iconjure them to proceed in 
accordance with this idea; and if the Senate be 
just to itself, it will be just to the country and to 
the interests of all mankind, so far as they are 
connected with the destinies of this Republic. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, if the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee supposes that I made this 
motion under the impulse of passion, he is very 
much mistaken. ir | believed that, by insisting 
and asking for a conference, we could induce the 
House of Representatives to agree to pass a bill 
appropriating money for the Army in the usual 
and ordinary form, I would do itat once. It is 
only becouse | am convinced, fromthe past action 
of the House, not only at this session, butat the 
session which has preceded it, that it has made 
up its mind, that f am disposed to terrainate the 
matter, and at least to prevent the spectacle of a 
continuation of the strife by a prolonged and idle 
debate. If I had the least assurance, if 1 had suf- 
ficient reason to believe, that the H[euse could be 
induced, by any proposition of conference on our 
part, to pass a clean”? bill—a bill which did not 


go home leaving this question un- 


| contain legislation contrary to our judgment and 


opinions—I should be more than willing to ask 
for a committee of conference, and to go into 
council with them; but I am not permitted to 
believe that they will agree—I am not permitted 
to believe it either from their past action or from 
such consultation. as I have been able to have with 
friends whom [ at least suppose and think to be 
well acquainted with the temper of that House. 
If it comes to this, then, that we cannot obtain 
a bill appropriating money for the Army, except 
upon conditions which, inemy opinion, abrogate 
and destroy the constitutional rights of the Senate 
as an equal and coérdinate branch of the Legis- 
lature of this Government, I must say that, in 
such a contingency as that, in such alternatives 
as these, I prefer that the Army should be dis- 
banded, rather than that the Senate should be 
destroyed. IfI have tc choose between the Con- 
stitution of the country, between the continuance 
of those legislative powers which the Constitution 
has vested in the Senate, and the appropriation 


bills, I will say perish the appropriation bills, if | 
that be the only condition upon which I can save | 


the Constitution which 1 have sworn to support 
and preserve. j 
Now, sir, when the House of Representatives 


repeatedly insist on forcing upon us legislation | 
which is contrary to the dictates of our judgment 


and our well-settled opinions through the me- 
dium of an appropriation bill; when they say we 
must either submit to legislation of which we do 
not approve, or they will stop the wheels of Gov- 
ernment—are we not abdicating the rights which 
the Constitution reposes in usif we yield to such 
demands as these? And lask if the constant 
repetition of these efforts does not raise a ques- 
tion far higher in importance than that which at- 
taches to any considerations connected with the 
mere Kansas question, or that of disbanding the 


a ret tpn raheem apron” 
Army itself? It raises a questionas to the power 
of this body, as to its constitutional rights, as an 
equal and codrdinate branch of this Legislature. 
If we agree to this, then indeed has become what 
| I understood the Senator from New York (Mr. 
;Sewakp] to characterize it—a mere advisory 
cotincil of the Executive. Then, indeed sir, do 
we get rid of that equal power of the States in 
one ef the branches of our Legislature to which 
the 3enator from Ohio [Mr. Wave] so much ob- 
jected, because we destroy the independent legis- 
lative power of this branch of the Government 
entirely; and we engle the other House of Con- 
gress to absorb and to monopolize all the powers 
i of legislation by those means which I think were 
indicated in that debate as adequate to thatead— 
I mean through the appropriauon bills, which it 
was said the House of Representatives had the 
exclusive right of originating, which right of 
originati@&i, as was Said by the Senator from Ohio, 
[Mr. Wans,] comprised the right of dictating the 
terms and conditions on which appropriations 
| should be made. 

If I had time to enter into the examination of 
this question, I could show that it is not true that 
the House of Representatives has the exclusive 
right of originating appropriation bills. It is not- 
true according to the Constitution; it is not true 
according to the opinions of the best jurists; it 
iis not true according to the practice and usages 
recognized by both branches, for we constantly 
originate bills appropriating money, and even 
bills which have been denominated general appro- 
priation bills—such as harbor bills, which bave 
been originated by the Senator from New York 
himself. But even if these assertions were true, 
it would not follow that the exclusive power of 
originating appropriation bills would give to that 
House the right to say that they could dictate 
legislation to which we must agree, as the terms 
upon which alone appropriations should be 
granted. To say so would be at once to transfer 
ithe whole power of legislation to the House of 
Representatives, and convert it, asthe Senator 
i from Michigan [Mr. Cass] well said, intoa French 
convention. [t would be to change this great and 
glorious scheme of Government into a mere Gov- 
ernment of numbers. It would be to give the rule 
to the majority, which was never designed, and 
which could not be safely done under such a sys- 
tem of confederated interests as ours. 

i I say, sir, that 1 am standing upon a point far 
higher than any which is involved in the Kansas 
| question, or in that of appropriations for the 
rmy. I stand here to maintain the constitu- 
tiomal rights of the Senate of the United States 
as an equal and coérdinate branch of the legisla- 
ji ture of this Government; and why should they 
be abandoned?) We have been told that the other 
is the popular branch—that it is to them we are 
| to look for the preservation of the liberties of the 
people. Sir, from what quarter are assaults to be 
i expected upon the liberties of the people? Hither 
| from sectional legislation, or from Executive 
| usurpation. Is it not obvious that the conserva- 
tive power, so far as sectional legislation is con- 
cerned, is here, because here it is that the States 
| have an equal representation; and so far as Ex- 
| ecutive usurpation is to be expected, is it not 
more probable that this bedy, which represents 
a different constituency, would resist it, than the 
| other House, which represents very nearly the 
same constituency as that by which the Presi- 
| dent is elected; for we know that all successful 
| usurpers began by insidious schemes, which 
i command the assentor by appealing to the preju- 
i! dices of the majority? I maintain that not only 
! the theory but the past history of this Govern- 
i| ment, shows that this body is conservative of 
American liberty—that without it we could never 
conduct our Government as ithas been conducted; 
and that to strip it of its legislative powers would 
be to make this Constitution utterly worthless, 
and unsuitable to our condition. f ; 
| Sir, lamnotafraid, upon such a question as this, 
| to appeal to the people in behalf of the Senate—to 
| appeal to its past history for the vindication of its 
| claims to popular respect and confidence. Like the 
f 


Zoman of old, the recollections of its past service 
would save it from destruction, within sight of the 
Capitol at least, no matter how sudden and how 
violent might be the access ofthe popularfury. For 


j 
pi 
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ii one, | am wiliing to go before the people on that 


issue; and I say, sir, that I never will agree that 
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the House of Representatives shall have the right, 
through the appropriation bills, to force us to adopt 
legislation which is contrary to the dictates of 
eour judgment and to our well-settled opinions. 
And such legislation, Mr. President !—such legis- 
lation it is, for the sake of which we are to yield 
these great rights and privileges with which the 
Constitution has invested us!—legislation which 


actually assumes to usurp, on the part of thej 


Legislature, the rights and the functions of the 
judiciary! We are to take from the judiciary 
the right of saying whether past laws that now 
exist are valid or not; anf we are to say, that 
when questions of private right have arisen under 
them, the decision of the courts shall not be en- 
forced until it is our good pleasure that they shall 
be. We, too, sir, are to undertake in that legis- 
Jation, in order to remedy wrongs which are 
alleged to exist, not to make the lawgas might 
become us, but to vest in the Presidtnt of the 
United States diserctionary powers 80 large and 


indefinite that his best friends would be unwilling | 


to trust them to him, and I am sure he himself 
would never desire them. Heis to be invested with 
a discretionary power to keep clear the national 
highways, and without cither the restraint or 
authority of any law other than this, to interfere 
with the State jurisdiction, and to use his own 
pleasure as to the means by which these ends 
are to be attained. f 


But, sir, I will not discuss the question of the | 


nature of the legislation which it is proposed to 
force upon us, 
far higher subject. 
tives has no right to force any legislation upon 
us—none whatever. If it comes to this, that I 
cannot secure an appropriation for the Army, ex- 
cept on the condition of yielding the powers and 


constitutional rights of this body, ] say, as [ said į 
i nus We could exist | 
without an Army.” This scheme of government ; 


before, the Army must go. 


cannot be maintained without a Senate armed 
with all the powers which the Constitution has 
vested in it. If itcomes to this, that E must lose 


an appropriation bill, or destroy the balance and || 


proper distribution of power bétween the differ- 
ent departments of this Government as the Con- 
stitution has made it, I say let the appropriation 
bill fall. Twill preserve the Constitution of my 
country, for I have sworn before Heaven to sup- 
yortit. Upon that question 1 will not recede an 


inch; and upon that issue Lam willing to go be- |! 


fore the people; for if they can doubt and hesitate 


I speak, as I said before, on a! 
he House of Representa- | 


h 


—if they are willing to say that a mere majority | 


of the House of Representatives alone may 
change the Constitution, and absorb to (hemsclves 
all legislative power—it is time we knew it. A 
majority of this people may destroy the Consti- 
tution; but a majority cannot change it. It was 
not “so nominated in the bond.” 


Mr. President, L have said that, if it was as-: 


certained that the two Houscs could not agree, 


that we could pass no appropriation bill except: 


on conditions such as those I have been describ- 
ing, it was better that we should separate at once— 


that it was idle to exasperate the strife by keeping | 


up longer a useless and idle debate. 


: It was aij 
uestion which had manifestly to be settled by | 


the people; and the sooner we made up the issue | 


and went before them the better, and I for one 
am prepared for it. If they say we shall not have 
the means of supporting the Army except on such 
conditions as these, I say I will not vote the means 
so far as my vote is concerned. We will arraign 
this new party before that great tribunal where 
we are all accountable for an attempton the Con- 


stitution of the country—new I say it is, for if it A 


isto be judged by its actsand its purposes, itis new 
to the Constitution of the country. 


t = from Virginia has said in relation to this matter. 
Ifit isto be! 


judged by its deeds, it is new to the practice and | 


the usages of our Government. 
udged by some of Us outpourings of sectional 


If itis to bes 


itterness, it is new to American feeling and“ 


sympathy, whose usual current and kindly flow 
ithas rudely disturbed. If they force us to go to 
the country on such an issuc as this, we shall be 
justified, in my ‘opinion, in saying of this party, 
that every step of its progress must be marked 


footstep which does not trample down some time- 
bulwark of human society. I, for one, will hold 


up this very bill as the ‘evidence to sustain all 
three of the counts of that great indictment which 


: from the very state of things around us, that it 


: pendent and free, and pledged their lives, for- 


; concentrate all the power of both Houses in one | 


: of Representatives. 
by. revolution and ruin, and that it plants no = 


which d : power of Britain, and announced, in that mem- 
honored institution of government or some sacred 


: awake to a sense of their danger, and come for- 


my judgment, when I say I believe that the ver- 
dict pronounced upon such an issue as this would 
be overwhelming against them. But much as I 
am opposed to that party in principle, I desire no } 
political or party triumph on such terms as these. 

Auch as I would like to destroy that party, L do 
not desire its defeat at such a cost to all the best | 
interests of the country, as would be occasioned | 
by adjourning on such an issue as this. Sir, I| 
well see what itis to be. I know that its conse- 
quences upon the property and the credit of this 
country, upon the estimation in which we are to | 
be held abroad, upon the confidence which our | 
people will repose in the stability of our institu- 
tions, are such as I care neither to contemplate nor 
to describe. Much rather would I see them dis- | 
charging their duty, and saving themselves from 
the great political dangers and risk which, in my 
opinion, must attend such a course, by passing 
the billin its usual and ordinary form, and saving |! 
us from the consequences of this great issue which 
must go before the people unless they retrace their il 
steps, . 

Sir, upon any question of courtesy or of mere 
expediency, I would yield as far as any man; but 
upon this, which involves the constitutional rights |} 
of the body to which F belong—nay, which in- | 
volves the existence of the Constitution itself—I 
cannot yield. No, sir,not fora moment. Here 
Imake my stand, nor will I recede an inch. 

Mr. WELLER. It is not probable that we 
can obtain a vote on this question to-night, even | 
ifit were desirable. I move that the Senate now 
adjourn, 

Mr. MASON. 
subject. 

Mr. BIGGS. [call for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CASS. I consider this, Mr, President, 
the most solemn crisis in the history of our coun- 
try which has ever oceurred. l stand before 
you, sir, a living and connecting link between 
the men of the Revolution, who won the precious 
heritage they bequeathed to us, and the gencra- 
tion now upon the theater of action, who have 
inherited the fruits of their labors, if not their 
wisdom and their patriotism. It has been a 
glorious Government for all. It has been a 
glorious Government for me. It has protected 
me and mine from internal dissensions and for- 
cign violence. J had hoped and prayed it would 
go down indefinitely to the latest time, with its 
great blossings of liberty, Justice, and prosperity; 
but my fears are now stronger than my hopes. 
My hopes are yet retained; but from all the signs 
around me, unless the people of this country 


I hope not. Let us end the |! 


| 


ward to defend the Union and the Constitution, 
the precious heritage bequeathed to them will be 
lost. 

I agree fully with what the honorable Senator 


I consider that the adoption of such a proposition 
as this, foreed upon the Senate in any way, and 
accepted by them contrary to their opinions of 
constitutional right and duty, would be the de- 
struction of this Government. It would be to 


House, in principle and in fact. We all know, 


would be to concentrate all power in the House 
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Mr. President, when our fathers defied the | 
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orable State paper whieh has marked a new er: 
for the world, their determination to be inde- 
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i; centuries. 
i 
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teen small, remote, unknown col- 
onies on the western shore of the Atlantic, each 
independent of the other. By external pressure 
they were forced together; they formed a kind 
of Confederation, wanting the essential principles 
of a General Government, but sufficient, under 
the force of that pressure, to keep them together 
until the great object of independence was accom- 
plished. They then assembled in convention to 
make a permanent Constitution for themselves, 
adequate for their purposes in peace and in war. 
It was a great and difficult question. The world 
had seen nothing like it. have often inquired 
to whom the first gloriousthought occurred of a 
Government like this—a Government of numbers 
joined with governments of State sovereigntics— 
an actual Government of a Confederation; and, 
at the same time not a Government of consolida- 
tion. Why, sir, you never could have succeeded 
in that convention—you could never have come 
out of it with a Constitution, if you had adopted 
the principle of a Government of numbers merely, 
The States were equal under the old Confeder- 
ation. Each State had avote of itsown. Great 


or small, they stood on equal ground, and they 


| never would have yielded it. 


Happily for us, happily for the cause of freedom 
throughout the world, it occurred to somebody— 
to whom I do not know, but,he ought to be held 
in everlasting veneration by the American peo- 

le, whoever he was—that there should be a com- 
Biaaton between a government of numbers and 
a government of State sovereignties. It was ac- 
complished by the Constitution, creating a Legis- 
lature of two chambers, with separate powers, 
as a direct check on the other. In one at the 
other cnd of the Capitol, the people are directly 
interested. In the other, here, they are also 
represented, but in theirsovercign State capacities, 
I repeat, you could not have formed the Govern- 
ment without this provision. You cannot hold 
this Government together one month if that great 
principle be touched. Well, sir, is it touched b 
this process? It is prostrated; it is destroyed. 
If the House of Representatives are determined 
on a measure, they have only to force it on the 
Senate, joined with some other measure required 
by the public good, as in this case, and whatis 
the consequence? ‘The operations of the Govern- 
ment must stop. The theory of our system is, 
that laws are to be passed by the coöperation of 
both branches, the voluntary action of both 
branches. Is there voluntary action of both 
branches when one is coerced by a proposition of 
the other, to which it must assent or great public 
measures be destroyed? No such proposition 
can be received by this body without an utter 
' dereliction of duty, forfeiting the high ground on 
which it stands before the American people. 

Gentlemen talk of stopping the supplies. Even 
in England it is rather a flippant remark, and I 
do not think it has occurred there for nearly two 
The last time it was done, was, I 
think, in the reign of Charles 1. ‘That is a tri- 
partite Government, an antagonistic government, 
with two hereditary bodies, and oneelective body. 
‘The radical difference between the two Govern« 
ments is, this is the Government of the people, 
that is the Government of the sovereign. The 
Queen there inherits the sovereignty. ‘The sup- 
plies which the Commons may stop are not the 
i supplies of the people; tne Government is not the 
| Government of the. people. Here, if you stop 
the supplies of the Government, whose supplies 
do you stop, and whose Government do you 
check? The Government of the people. You 
stop the supplies of the people. 

If you want a change of policy, another mode 
is pointed out. Every one of us retires from 
public life in a short time—the House in two 
| years, the President in four years, and the Sen- 
| ate in six years. Can you not wait to appeal to 
the people, instead of resorting here to a revolu- 
tionary measure? If there is any great dificulty 
pending before the country, send it back to the 
people; do your own duty; preserve your Con- 
stitution; and hold out for a better day. 

Besides, whose supplies are you going to stop 
now? Not your own; you have taken pretty 
good care of them. No man has proposed to 
stop our supplies; but the supplies of the poor 
soldiers—thirteen thousand of your fellow-cit- 
izens now on the western wilds and Territories 
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i tunes, and sacred honor, upon the result, what |! defending your frontiers against the Indians at 
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serve you five years with their lives, and you |i 
to pay them;and now you seriously propose, be- 
fore the world, to do neither. They will be held | 
to their service; they cannot be disbanded. In |] 
the mean time, they are to be there to fight your | 
battles and defend your country, and you violate 
your contract. You have not the excuse of the j| 
levolution, that you haveno means. You have 
an overflowing Treasury. You keep it locked. 
You will not unlock it to comply with your sol- 
emn contracts. I say there is no such example 
of plighted and slighted engagements to be found 
in the history of the world; and if this gocs on, 
American faith will become worse than Punic i! 
faith, a by-word and a reproach among the na- || 
tions of the earth, Stopping the supplics! Starv- || 
ing thirteen thousand soldiers now fighting your || 
battles and defending your frontiers against the |} 
merciless.Indians! Itis a matter of utter aston- 
ishment to me that one man could be found to 
put such a proposition, not on a bill paying our- 
selves and the other members of the Government, 
but ona bill to pay the poor soldiers. |. 
Mr. President, I am not going into the discus- | 
sion of the general question. I desire, however, || 
to make one or two remarks on another point in- 
volved in this proviso of the House, with respect | 
to the duty of the President of the United States. | 
What has he todo? ‘To protect persons and 
property therein,” in the Territory; and besides, 
*¢on the national highways leading to said Terri- |! 
tory from all unlawful searches and seizures.” |! 
Now, I ask any gentleman of the Senate, what ; 
power is here conferred on the President? He is! 
to protect persóna from unlawful searches and į! 
seizures. What is he to do with them, or rather | 
what is the military force acting under his direc- f 
tion to do with them? To seize men, imprison |! 
li 
i 
i 
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them, try them, or what is'he to do with them?) 
It is a new casc in the law. Thereis no provision |) 
for doing anything with them. Is he to hold his | 
prisoners to the amount of fifty thousand? Asa || 
practical measure, I repeat, what is the President | 
to do with them? The President is to ‘ protect | 
persons.’? It occurred to me to turn to an early || 
stage of our history, and I will state the result of || 
my examination. j 
On the 14th of May, 1789, in the Senate of the || 
United States, the first session it ever sat, there | 
was a proposition to give a title to the President | 
of the United States. The proposition was to | 
give him the title of “His Highness, Presi- | 
dont of the United States of America and Protect- |! 
or of their liberties.” Afterwards, by the good 
sense of the House first, and then of the Senate, | 
it was put an end to. Here we are starting up! 
to make the President the protector of our liber- | 
ties, Sir, it is no part of the duty of the Presi- | 
dent. You cannot find it in the Constitution. He 
is to sce that the laws are faithfully executed; 
but the Jaws are to be executed through the | 
proper medium, not through him. He cannot | 
arrest a criminal, he cannot direct the arrest of a | 
person. It is the law that protects, through the |í 
machinery of its courts, its marshals, its sheriffs, | 
its constables, and its other officers. It is not the ji 
President, but the law, that protects. When the 
law becomes too weak, and encounters a force | 
which it cannot overcome, the President is called 
upon; then his duty commences; and he is to 
order out the military force, the business of which 
force is to put an end to this opposition, and then 
the law resumes its authority. The President , 
has no right to step in until that state of things 
takes place, and of that state of things he must 
be warned. He must be warned by the reports 
returned to him from the proper officers that there 
is a state of things which the ordinary power in 
the hands of the executive Officers cannot over- 
come; and he is then required to raise, either by | 
the regular force or the militia, a competent power i 
i 

| 

i 


to enable him to bring the law into vigorous eX- || 
ertion. When that is done, the law goes on m its | 
accustomed course. i 

Bat, Mr. President, worse than all this, the 
provision declares that he is to protect persons 
and property on all the national highways lead- 
ing to Kansas. There never was such a pro- 
vision before. What are the national highways 


| mercial power in this country, that by law extends 


| Hlinois, or Indiana, and go upon the highways, | 


‘Senator from Illinois is correct. 
| make your President a great French préfet of | 


| of time. I would make any proposition to the 


| any prospect of our doing any good by continu- || 
| ing this controversy. 


! I made before, I was in favor of a conciliatory || 


leading to Kansas? Where are they? The first 
proposition I saw, (though that is of no account 


now, [suppose,) mentioned highways in Missouri 
specifically, There are national highwaysin Mas- | 
sachusctts leading to Kansas, that a person pass- | 
ing to Kansas from that State, or east of it, must i 
go on them. Whatisa national highway lead- | 
ing to Kansas, and what is a national highway? 
There is no such term known to our laws or Con- | 
stitution. It is used here as a definition giving to 
the President great and enlarged powers. He is 
to execute these powers on the national highways. 
What are the national highways? It is a sort of 
conventional forensic term that we have intro- f 
duced to designate such streams as have a proper | 
claim to be improved@pnder the commercial power, i 
but never extending to roads. There is no com- 


to roads, 

Then what is the President, in the execution 
of this tremendous duty, to do? How is he to 
find out where the national highways are? In 
the whole history of the world, there never was 
an instance of such mighty, unlimited, unknown į 
power granted to an individual. What right 
has the President to go into Missouri, Iowa, 


and say, “ this is a national highway that leads | 
to Kansas; here I put my soldiers?” That is the 
protection. He becomes a great French préfet | 
of police, under this system. | 

“Mr. DOUGLAS. It puts the A 
there is a mail route. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not go into details; but the 
I repeat, you 


rmy wherever 


police, sitting here in Washington, moving his |! 
wires, and directing his soldiers through the 
whole country to go to such and such a road and 
arrest any man who they consider designs to go 
to Kansas, and is about to make difficulty on the 
road leading to Kansas. I must confess I have 
read it, with utter astonishment, that any man | 
can get up here and contend that such a provision 
is constitutional. The, States protect the roads, 
This is not a question of commerce. In navi- 
gable waters, a murder committed on board a 
ship, or vessel, of over ten tons burden, is pun- 
ishable by the laws of the United States; but 
that gives the United States no general jurisdic- 
tion over the stream, So far as the commerce is | 
regulated and concerned, it relates to that; but 
the State of Missouri protects individuals on the 
highways of Missouri, aud you have no more 
right to go there and interfere with her than the 
English Parliament or the English Government 
has. There is no such power in your Constitu- 
tion. When you usurp it, you assume a prero- 
gative that does not belong to you. el 

Well, Mr. President, this whole proviso is, 
that you are to disband the Army and disarm the 
militia. But, in the name of God, what are the 
people of Kansas to do in the mean time? I 
prophecy that, if you do that, you will have no | 
more troubles fora long time in Kansas. It is 
an invitation to the Indians to come there; and 
they will readily and freely accept it. All this 
leads to the most serious consequences 

I concur with the honorable Senator from Ten- |! 
nessee in one respect. Iam willing to go as far ; 
as the Senate can go. There is no question of || 
mere dignity that would stop me for a single jj 
moment. I would sit here an indefinite period 


House of Representatives, if I thought they 
would give the least attention to it; but our course 
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will have no more conciliation, Tam prepared: to 
adopt the same course, and let the matter go to 
the people of the country. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I do not wish 
at this time, to prolong a discussion on this sub- 
ject, because I have said, heretofore, prétly mach 
all that I wished to say in regard to it. I'am not 
in favor of either branch of Congress: dictating 
to the other. Iam as far from assuming such a 
position as the gentlemen on the other side of 
the Chamber; but the first point to be settled 
on this matter is, who is dictating in so peremp- 
tory a manner—which branch of Congress takes 
upon itself the power of dictation to the other? 
I do not believe. that there is any very profound 
constitutional question involved in this issue be- 
tween the two Houses. l do not think there is 
anything very unusual, in principle at all events; 
in the issue which is joined betwéen the two 
branches of Congress. I have some recollection 
of an occasion during the last Congress, when the 
House of Representativés attached a revision of 
the tariff to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and sent it to this body. A motion was 
made to strike it out; and if Dam not very much 
mistaken, the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Huw- 
TreR,] and many gentlemen on the other side of the 
Chamber, contended most stoutly that it was in 
order, and well enough. 

Now, look at the two propositions. There is 
no similarity between them. The bill to which 
that provision was attached last year was to 
appropriate money for the different exigencies 
of the Government. To it the House of Repre- 
sentatives added a proposition to raise the rev- 
enue, and alter and change the tariff system 
from what it was before; and yet it was consid- 
ered perfectly germane. No infringement of the 
Constitution—no assumption of power on the 
part of the House of Representatives--was charged 
on that occasion. 

Mr. PEARCE. That is a mistake. 
charged and resisted it fiercely. 

Mr. WADE. lam only stating my recollec- 
tion, I know I had occasion to speak on that 
subject, and I now remember that | vindicated 
the House of Representatives. I believe, there- 
fore, that 1 am wrong. When 1 recur to the 
course of argument which I myself then pursued, 
I suppose somebody must have suggested that it 
was an assumption of power on the part of the 


I so 


| House, because I recollect very well that I con- 


tended they had the constitutional power to attach 
such a proviso as they saw fit to an appropria- 
tion bill. I believe the record will show that I 
defended the constitutionality of the course of 
the House of Representatives then, though I 
voted against their proposition for other reasons. 
T believed that to send us so material a provision 
to be acted on here at the close of the session, 
was out of time—not out of place. I thought 
we had not sufficient time to investigate it, and 
act intelligently on it: therefore, I voted against 
the provision, but not for the reason that the 
House had no right to attach it to an appropria- 
tion bill. On that point I coincided with the 
Senator from Virginia, and nearly all the Sena- 
tors on the other side of the Chamber then, as 
well as many on this side, whatever may be their 
position now. I have not prepared myself with 
any precedents; but, if I am not greatly mistaken, 
when an appropriation bill came up to place 


$3,000,000 in the hands of the Executive in order 
i to enable him to carry on the Mexican war, the 


here is taken. It is impossible for me, for any | 
member of the Senate, I think, who has voted as || 
I have, to recede from the position we have taken— :, 
I will not say to abase the dignity of the Senate, : 
but to cast down its usefulness and standing, and | 
with it the liberties of the people of this country, į 
by assenting to such a measure. I do not see ji 


lam under the impression | 
that we had better meet it now. There is an || 
appeal made to the people of this country, and it | 
is said they must settle it. I repeat, I shall be: 
perfectly willing—as willing as any man—to ex- 
haust all proper means of reconciliation. The ) 


Senate will recollect that, in some remarks which | 


spirit; I opposed a proposition to adhere, and | 
voted for insisting; but the House of Represent- | 


atives having now taken it upon themselves to I 
say they will adhere to their position, that they |! 


| House of Representatives attached to it what 


was called the Wilmot proviso. It was brought 


ii into this body;-and if I recollect rightly, the Sen- 


ator from Michigan stated that he would have 
been in favor of it, but it failed for want of time, 
because the constitutional term of Congress ex- 
pired, Perhaps Iam mistaken in my recollection. 
Mr. CASS. What was it? 

Mr.CLAY. The Wilmot proviso to the three 
million bill, in 1846 or 1847. 

Mr. CASS. I have told that story a dozen 
times over. When it was first started I should 
have voted forit. I said so. I did not say it 
here; Í said it in conversation. 

Mr. WADE. There is no need of stating it; 
but what becomes of your revolutionary argu- 
ment? 

M®. CASS. You mean to allude to it as begr- 
ing on the principle here involved. You are mis- 
taken; I never took that ground. 
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Mr. WADE, It-would take a more subtile 
mind than mine to see the difference between the 
ower of the House to attach to this bill this pro- 
viso; and their power to attach to an appropria- 
tion bill a provision that slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except for crimes, should never exist | 
in any portion of the Territory covered by the 
treaty sought to be effected by the appropriation. 

Mr. CASS. Itake it that the House of Rep- 
resentatives, ina case of the acquisition of new | 
territory, have a right to impose a restriction, if! 
within. their constitutional power, and submit it 
to us,‘and we have a perfect right to originate 
it. That isa case perfectly germane to the sub- | 
ject-matter if they have the power. I deny 
the power in the instance to which the Senator 
alludes. 

Mr. WADE. Well, sir, the House had the 
ower then, and it was deemed no usurpation. 
Phe Senator himself, at the time, would have 
sanctioned it, as he has before declared. If the 
House of Representatives could block an appro- 
priation of money by a proviso against slavery | 
in all the Territories that were to be acquired by 
a treaty—and that was held to be no usurpation— 
Į do not think that plea can be made out in this | 
case. The greater includes the less. If the | 
House of Representatives have the right to with- | 
hold an appropriation at all, which no one will 
deny, they have undoubtedly the right to pro- 
nose it on just such conditions as they please. 
But I do not wish to pursue that point. Ido not 

think any such question is involved here, 

Now, whatis this matter, about which so much 
fuss isemade, and about which the countenances | 
of gentlemen seem to grow so solemn? You talk 
to us as if the Government was on its last legs, 

roaning in the veryagony of death. What for? 

he House of Representatives have seen the state 
of affairs in Kansas. They have seen that the | 
executive department of this Government at all 
“events is perros a state of things there derog- 
atory to the character of our nation, If the Ex- 
ecutive is not conniving at and encouraging it, | 
he sits with folded arnis, and is willing to see 
States usurping authority, to conquer and govern 
by force and by fraud the people of the Territory 
of Kansas. We here have alleged this, and the 
House have proved it. We heard it everywhere 
from sources entitled to credit, and under circum- 
stances so multifarious that no man could seem 
to doubt the extent to which these usurpations 
were carried; but the ELouse of Representatives | 
were not willing to yield to this kind of evidence. | 
Before they undertook to act in reference to aj 
great matter like this, they took the precaution to 
send acommission to Kansas, with solemn power 
to inquire and ascertain beyond doubt the fact | 
whether the alleged oppressions and tyrannies | 
and assumptions of power on the partofa neigh- ' 
boring State did exist or not, inthe same way 
that you would ascertain any facts in the most 
solemn case presented to a court for adjudication, 
They proved the existence of a worse state of 
things than we supposed. The correctness of 
the report you cannot gainsay or deny. ‘They 
found that our people were oppressed, that they 
were tyrannized over, that they were murdered, 
and robbed, and every crime in the calendar com- 
mitted on them, apparently with the full and en- 
tire approbation of your General Government. 
Although the Army ofthe United States was near 
by, and could bear witness to these aggressions, 
jis oflicers informed the people that they had no | 
power to interpose, for the Executive gave them | 
none, 

The President asked for an appropriation in the 
usual way, to support the Army of the United i 
States. The House of Representatives cheer- ; 
fully and willingly responded to his call, and ap- 
propriated to his use every dollar which he said : 
would be necessary to keep up your Army; but! 
they could not conceal from themselves a ine 
ledge of what was going on in Kansas Territory; ; 
they could not help but know that it was in the ` 
power of the President, as easy as to turn his 

and over, to make peace in that Territory if he 
had the disposition to do it; they could not help 
but know that he was utterly recreant to the first | 


} 
H 
t 


duty of a chief magistrate, by withholding his! 


influence for peace. They bad proved tatal 
neighboring State had usurped, as I said before, | 
all power tiere—had gotup.a Legislature clothed | 
with almost supreme power, withoutand against © 


the will of the people which it was to govern. 
That Legislature enacted what they cail laws— 
enactments of an unusual, atrocious character, 
utterly unknown to modern legislation—I may 
say, the remnant of a barbarous and bloody age. 
They sought to reduce to subjection the people 
of the Territory to laws like these, which they 
had no vote or voice in enacting. The House of 
Representatives knew all this. They had proved 
it, had published it to the world, and no man was 
hardy enough to get up and say it was not even 
so—cvery word of it. 

After granting every doligg necessary to sup- 
port your Army in every place and on all occa- 
sions that was asked, they simply provided that 
none of it should be spent for executing these 
enactments. They knew that the arm of the Ad- 
ministration and the Army of the United States 
had been brought to execute these laws; that the 
honorable business of asoldicr had been perverted 
to actas a petty bailiff and constable to arrest and 
tyrannize over men, dragging them up to answer 
to a usurped tribunal to adjudicate on laws of this 
unconstitutionaland atrocious character unknown 
to our’ system of Government, and repugnant to 
the Constitution of the United States. Some of 
the best men in this country were there impris- 
oned under color of these miserable enactments 
called laws. There was no department of the 
Government, except the House of Representa- 
tives, that did not look, I may say, with com- 
placency on these atrocities. T am sorry to be 
compelled to say that, after all that has been 
alleged and proved in regard to the conduet of 
those who have conquered and subdued the people 
of Kansas, Í have not heared on this floor from 
those opposed to us one word of disapprobation 
of all that those lawless bands of men have done. 
If you speak at all, you speak as the apologists 
of their acts. ‘The Executive has failed in his 
duty; you have looked with complacency on these 
tyrannies; and the Tfouse of Representatives was 
the only branch of Government. 

Mr. BIGGS. I rise to a question of order, 
whether or net the Senator from*Ohio is not 
charging improper conduct on this body. He 
says, atrocities have been recognized and ap- 
proved by tais body. J say that ts out of order. 

Several Sewarons. Let him goon. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘Phe Senator 
from Ohio will proceed, 

Mr. WADI. Mr. President, I have no dispo- 
sition to trauscend the rules of this body, and I 
do not think E have done so. I mean, however, 
always to speak with great ate what I 
believe is an important truth. ask the Senate, 
which of you, of like polities with the Executive, 
has risen here, and put the seal of disapprobation 
on the acts of these lawless men in the Territory ? 

Mr. CASS. FT have, and a number of other 
members—more than one, 

Mr. WELLER. 1 have. 

Mr. WADI An old maxim says, “ Actions 
speak louder than words.”’ I believe the Senator 
from Michigan did brand some portions of these 
laws as tyrannical and disgraceful; but when we 
came to the vote, {did not find him differiug from 
his fellows. 

Mr. CASS. What vote? 

Mr. WADE. All the votes that went to con- 
firm those kuws, or tended to repeal them, 

Mr. CASS. There was no vote of mine to 
confirm them. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [willask the Senator from 
Ohio if a very large majority of the Senate has 
not passed a bill which he himself voted against 
to repeal those very laws? 

Mr. WADE. I voted against that bill, beeause 
in repealing them it imposed conditions which 
made what was oppressive and tyrannical infin- 
itely worse than it had been, and made those who 
now reiga there triumphant in their tyranny, 
and tended to make their domination eternal. 
When we tried the repeal as a naked question, 
unless I am entirely mistaken, your votes are all 
recorded against it, and in favor of the whole 
legisiation. Indeed, so far from meeting the dis- 
approbation of Senators here, I remember that 
the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] when 
this question arose, approved 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator is arraigning 
all of us here about the validity of these laws. I 
merely ask his attention to this fact: 1 have 
shown in a report—I have shown in speeches 


| raigning the Senate. 


deny. 
: could they not say that no portion of the money 
! which it was in their authority to give, or in yours 


here, that his whole party in the House of Rep- 
resentatives have voted to recognize the validity 
of every one of those laws which he condemns. 
I should like to hear his answer to that. 

Mr. WADE. I hope the Senator does not 
plead his reports and his arguments by way of 


| estoppel, as lawyers say, toany argument! may 


make. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No, 1 do not do that; but I 
have cited the vill whieh contains that statement. 
There has been no man here so destitute of char- 
acter and truth as to deny the truth of these state- 
ments; and, inasmuch as every one of the Sen- 
ator’s partyin the House of Representatives has, 
under oath, affirmed the validity of the very laws 
which he is now condemning, I think he had 
better condemn his own friends instead of ar~ 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I am not going 
into a controversy with the gentleman. I heard 
his argument on that point, and to me it appeared 
baseless, vain, and sophistical. It needed no 
reply from anybody, in my judgment. h will 


! find its response in the good sense of the people, 


when they read it. f am willing to teave it to 
them, with confidence in their intelligence. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam not talking abont my 
argument, but about a matter of fact which the 
Senator will not deny—which no honest man will 
deny—-that the House of Representatives has 
passed a bill expressly recognizing the validity 
of those very laws. It does not rest on my argu- 
ment; it rests on the recorded votes of every one 
of that party in the House of Representatives, 
and to equivocate, by a fling at my argument, 
will not do. The fact stands recorded, that the 
House of Representatives have by their votes rec- 
gonized the validity of the very laws which they 
now say ought not.to be executed, 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I have heard 
that argument of the Senator before—f think this 
is the fourth time—in exactly the same terms, 
and Í never believed a single word of it. It may 
be that Lam perverse, but I am willing to leave 
the substantial facts with the people. The Sena- 
tor has sent outa sufficient quantity of his reports 
and arguments, and the people can answer his 
question, , 

Now, sir, what is the matter of difference be- 
tween these two bodies? I shall not make a 
lengthy argument on it, for [have already spoken 
longer than I intended. The House of Represent- 
atives stand arraigned at the bar of the Scnate as 
revolutionists—as men who are unmindful of the 
Coustitution which they have sworn to support. 
These are very grave charges, and should be 


| accompanied with strong proof or strong argu- 


ment. Where is the evidence to sustain them ? 
l was going on, when interrupted, to show the 


| truth and the fact. 


The Senator from Iinois now admits that the 
people of Kansas were subjected to a horrible 
tyranny, unknown, I believe, even in any despotic 


| Government at the present time. They have beer 


harassed under sham and bogus laws, with the 
Army as special constables to haul up honest 
mon, with or without warrant, before an incompe- 
tent judge, who could make under our Constitu- 
tion both constructive and high treason. Under 
the instructions of sucn an ignoramus from the 
bench, a grand jury indicted printing-presses and 
hotels as nuisances, and an army of ragamufiins 
was dispatched to execute his orders. The 
House of Representatives, knowing that this was 
the case, and secing that the executive branch of 
the Government could not be excited to move in 
behalf of a people oppressed by illegal enactments 
and assumptions of power and tyrannical de- 


' cisions from the bench, and finding that the Sen- 


ate of the United States had provided no remedy, 
and had shown no disposition except to apologize 
for the acts of outrage, endeavored, in some mode 
within the pale of the Constitution and their 
legitimate powers, to provide some kind of remedy 
for those evils —a zemedy weak and inefficient 
1 know, but nevertheless better than inaction 
They provided it—how? By ingrafting on an 
appropriation bill what the Senator from Michi- 
gan says is a revoluionary principle. That I 
When they were providing for the Army, 


—for | make no difference between the bodies on 
this subject — should be used for the purpose of 
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ing such a system? You may attach that 
provision to a bill as well as they. If you had 
sought to amend their bill by saying to what 
particular purpose the mone t 
ated should be applied, I do not suppose any- 
body would have doubted your power to do it. I 
say there is no difference between one body and 
the other on this point of power. If you had the 
disposition, you had the same power, right, and 
authority to insist with the same pertinacity on 
some such provision as the House of Represent- 
ativos; and when the bill went down to them 
they could contend about dictation and revolution 


i 
i 
t 
J 
i 


and usurpation as well as you, and the ery would || 


be as well founded in argument and in fact, 
f) y - F > 
The House of Representatives bave put this 


| 
i 


provision in their bill. No doubtit is proximate, | 


tt is legitimate, itis germane to the subject, when 
they appropriate money, to say how it shall be 
applied and how it shall not be applied. May 
they not say it shall not be applied in payment of 


| 


him who claims to be acting under authority of:! 


the United States, when in fact he is not ? Suppose 
a pirate, or a robber and his band, should claim to 
be officers of the General Government,and suppose 


you had an Executive so perverse that he not only i 
favored this band, but you feared that, if you put: 


money in his hands, he would pay them as part ‘j 


and parcel of his Army, would you not have the 
power—would not the Senate have the power to 
put in a proviso, saying, “ We will vote for your 
Army appropriations, but nevertheless no portion 
of the money shall be applied to pay this piratical 
band who elaim to be acting under the authority 


of the United States?” Have you no such power | 
as that? What use is there in havinga House of | 
Representatives if you sit here to dictate on what ` 


principle they shall grant money? If they must 
swallow 


ask, Mr. President, has it come to this, that the | 
House of Representatives is so imbecile under | 
the Constitution, that you must set yourselves up | 


here as the arbiters of all things, and dictate to 
them precisely what provisions their appropria- 


tion bills shall contain, and if they do not favor | 
your fancies, you will defeat the most solemn . 


appropriation bill that can be framed? 


I glory in taking it to the people. 
they will say, when I put the question to them, 
« Was this proviso under the circumstances un- 
reasonable—was it unreasonable to ask the Ex- 
ecutive not to pay money to those who were 


uilty of crime in usurping authority over their `| : 
En Mi y i member be allowed stationery fur the present 


‘session to the amount of ten dollars. ; 


fellow-citizens, and claiming to rule them with 
arod of iron, and with such laws as we have 
seen here??? Was it not proper that the House 
of Representatives or the Senate, either, or both 
together, should say to the President, ‘* You may 
have ample money for your Army in every part 
of the United States—yea, even in Kansas; but 


You are | 
willing to go to the people on this issue! So am I. | 
1 know what | 


rou shall not expend it for the purpose of carry- | 


ing into effect these miserable pretenses called | 


laws; they are not laws; we have proved they 
J ? 
are not; you shall not harass mankind, and the 


we all know is usurpation and not law.” 


men here to stand aghast and talk of the dissolu- 
tion of the Union as a consummation justathand! 


Why, sirs, are you pertinacious on this? Are |; 
you determined, come what may, Army or no: 


Army, Constitution or no Constitution, that these 


laws, which you claim you have branded as infa- | 7 
ae y bed ck i : order? 


mous, shall be carried out by the money you ap- 
propriate for the Army of the United States? Is 
there anything so very unreasonable in the House 
saying that laws, which you pretend to assert you 


have branded as infamous, shall not be executed ? : 


I do not urge it because it comes from the House. 
I wish to Heaven it could emanate from this body 
instead of waiting for the House. I regret ex- 
ceedingly that we have compelled the House to 


$ for the long, and twenty-five doilars for the short, session of 
| each Congress. 


take the initiative in this great conservative meas- 


ure of peace. 
I wish we had firmly said, all of us, to the Ex 
ecutive, You cannot be permitted to go on; you 
cannot connive at these crimes; you shall not 
connive at the pretended execution of these things 
called laws, which are not such.” Sir, we should 
have done this. l believe it would have been 
more honorable to us, and wouid have drawn 
down on the legislation of this branch the bless- 


i wish the Senate had done it.: 


and it is impossible for the 


yaur views whole, or be guilty of revo- | 
lution, what, becomes of your Constitution? Pii 


! Sent. 


: Ohio to modify his motion, so that it will stand || 


} 
` ery atan extra session? | 
i 


which it appropri- || for most assured] 
| this body as well as the House—ca: 


anybody. 


: as we have, and no more I grant—both parties |! 
| having expressed, in unwavering and unmistak- 
‘able 
‘ciple, will let it rest until the people dictate how 

i this power shall be executed. | 


; Wilson—L1, 


people of the Territory, under color of that which | the discharge of our duties. 


: : 4 ich the House has acted. 
s calle atter of revolution, and causes |, Under whic ; i 
T natie called am: i ; regulates the amount of stationery for each mem- | 


| 


ings of a free people, if we had taken the initia- 
tive, and not thrown it upon the House. 

There is no constitutional question involved, 
y they who give the money— 
( j n say to the 
Executive, ** When you use this money for the 
Army, you may use it for that regiment or this 
regiment, if you please, in such quantities as you j/ 
please; but you shall withhold it from those whose | 
authority we do not acknowledge. We see that | 
those to whom vou will probably pay this money |} 
do not sustain the capacity which they claim, and | 
which you, the Exegutive, intend to clothe them 
with.” Have we not the power—has not the 
House the power, or either branch the power— 
to restrain the executive arm from such an ap- 
plication of money as this? I cannot doubt it. 
I glory in the fact that the House, conscious of 
their rectitude—conscious of the importance of 
their branch in the weight and balance of the Con- 
stitution, have for once asserted that they will | 
not he down longer and be domineered over by 
| In my judgment, the time for that | 
determination has come, and gloriously have they 
vindicated the Constitution. I hope they will 
stand by their colors. I hope that, instead of an 
undignified contest here with the House, who | 
have just as much independence and right to act 


language, their determination on this prin- || 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 
adjourn. 

Mr. MASON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—~yeas 26, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Clay, Crittenden, 
Durkee, Foster, Geyer, Houston, Everson, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Pratt, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, Trumbull, 
Wade, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Brown, Butler, Cass, Dodge, 
Harlan, Mason, Pugh, Reid, Thompson of Kentucky, and | 


l move that the Senate i 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripar, August 22, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
STATIONERY FOR MEMBERS. 7, 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. f move that each 


Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

Mr. ALLISON. We have nothing before us, 
and I move that the House take a recess for an 
hour. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can be enter- 
tained only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Mississippi. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Is not the motion I made 
one of privilege? We must have stationery for 


The SPEAKER. There is astanding order 
That order || 


ber. The resolution of the gentleman from Ohio ; 
changes that order, and is, in the opinion of the 
Chair, not in order, unless by unanimous con- |! 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. What is the standing || 
The SPEAKER. Tr will be read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 

“ Resolved, That the allowance to each member of the ; 

House for stationery and other articles charged to them by i 

the Postmaster, be limited to the sum of forty-five dollars 


2 


Mr. COBB. 


I suggest to the gentleman from | 


that not more than ten dollars be allowed to mem- || 
bers at this session for stationery. I presume |; 
there will be no objection to that. i | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does the resolution | 
just read allow anything in the shape of station- | 

The SPEAKER. This is the second session; 
Chair to determine | 


whether this is a short session or not. [Laugh- | 


Li ter] 


| except such as 


15 
Mr. RUFFIN. I object to the resolution: 
Mr. McQUEEN. J object to any resolution 


which provides for any compensation for mem- 
bers at this session. 


PAY TO AN ABSENT MEMBER. 


Mr. KELLY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the Speaker of this Honse be, and he is 
hereby, requested to draw his warrant ni favor of Tuomas 
Cutis, dry the member from the seventh district of New 
York. for the fall amount of his per diem and mileage to 
the 18th instant; and the Sergeant-at-Amng of this House 
is hereby directed to transmit the samé to said Cutips. 
Mr. HOUSTON, I would like to know the 
facts about that case. $ 
Mr. KELLY. After he was elected, Mr. 
Culos was taken seriously ill, and from the time 
he was taken sick until the present time he has 
been unable to leave his bed. I understand that 
his family are ina destitute condition. I know 
the gentleman well; and I think itis nothing but 


justice that he should be paid, especially as the 


House, under similar circumstances, authorized 
the payment of miledge and per diem to the widow 
of Mr. Miller, of Missouri. $ 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. Under the recent 
law is he not entitled to compensation? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I believe this Congress 
has made a similar allowance to the unfortunate 
widow of the deceased member trom Missouri, 
Mr. Miller. Itstrikes me that the House did right 
in that case; and if so, 1 hope the House will also 
do justice in this case. The circumstances are 
not precisely the same, it is true, as the gentle- 
man from Missouri. unfortunately died. It seems“ 
to me that the House will not do justice in with- 
holding the appropriation. ; 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. At the commence- 
ment of this session I offered a resolution of in- 
quiry; but it was objected to because members 
were determined that no business should-be done 
pertained to the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 1 object to this resolution. f 

Mr. BOCOCK. 1 did not hear the resolution 
of the gentleman from New York read, but my 
impression is, that itis contrary to the law in 
reference to compensation of members, passed a 
few days since upon the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr.} My recollee- 
tion of that act is, that it provides expressly that 
no member shall at any time receive anything for 
his services unless-he has taken his seat in the 
House of Representatives. [Cries of No!” 
“No!” 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw my objection. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
introduced. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
tion. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. A law was 
passed a few days since in reference to the com- 
pensation of members of Congress. That law 
expressly provides for cases of this description. 
It provides that where a member who has not 
been sworn in dies, he shall nut be entitled to 
compensation, . 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been demanded; and debate is not in order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 1 demand, the yeas and 


I call the previous ques- 


nays upon agreeing to the resolution, 


The yeas anfuays were not ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to; and also 


i| moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
i table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. STEPHENS. Is there not a resolution 
of the Senate lying upon the table, in reference 
to confining our action during this session sim- 

ly to the subjects upon which we were con- 
vened? 

The SPEAKER. There is a joint resolution 
of the Senate in reference to a suspension of the 
2lst joint rule. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is there no other resolu- 
tion upon the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. There is not. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asnury Dicurys, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
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House (No. 578) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857, with an amendment; in which he 
was direeted to ask the concurrence of the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


By unanimous consent the House proceeded to 
‘the consideration of bill (H. R. No. 578) making* 
appropriation for the support of the Army for the 
“year ending the 30th of June, 1857, with the Sen- 
ate amendment thereto; the question being on the 
-amendinent of the Senate to strike out the pro- 
viso relating to Kansas. 
Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved the previous 
question on the amendment. - 
The previous question was seco 
main question ordered. 
Mr. PHELPS callcd for the yeas and nays on 
agreeing to the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 94, nays 96; as follows: 


YVBAS — Messrs: Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
ley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Braneb, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Jolm P. Campbell, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R, W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Dowdell, Eliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Plor- 
enet, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Wiekman, 
Hofiman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 4. Ghaney 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marsbail, Samuel S. 
Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quit- 
man, Rieaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuct A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
Jiam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B, Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicofler—94. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barelay, 
Henry Bennett, Beuson, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
James HW. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatlee, Bayard 
Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Caumback, Dameell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, 
Diek, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edic, Edwards, Enric, Pag- 
ler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harian, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Niehots, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 
ance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Kage, Sapp, Scott, Sher- 
man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, ‘Tadd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwainder ©. Washburne, Elihu 


nded, and the 


gentleman from- Ohio, to have remained in his 
place and voted. Under these circumstances, it 
strikes me that it would be inequitable and im- 
proper for the gentleman from Ohio to substitute 
another in the place of Mr. FIaLL. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I say to the gentleman that 
there is no inequity in doing that which was ex- 
pressly agreed to be done. 

Several Members. Read the writing. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The writing has nothing to 
do with it. This agreement to substitute was 
made after the writing was signed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It has been circulated in } 
all the newspapers that MreBuruineame had left 
for the entire session, to make political speeches. | 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order for gen- 
tlemen to indulge in conversation, across the 
Hall. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I raise the point of order, 
that it is not in order for any gentleman to indulge 
in explanation or debate while the roll is being | 
called. T 

The SPEAKER. The pointof order is clearly 
wel! taken. 

Mr. SAGE. I desire that these notices of 
pairing off may be all entered on the Journal, 
with a view of having carried into effect the clause 
of the compensation act providing for a deduction ; 
of the pay of members when absent— that the | 
House may have a record of the members paired | 
off, and the reasons assigned for such pairing. 
{ voted for the compensation bill to reform the 
abuse of pairing off; and if I cannot now obtain 
unanimous consent to have the entry made on the 
Journal which I have asked for, I give notice to 
the House that I shall move a suspension of the | 
rules, at the first opportunity, for the purpose of 
introducing an additional rule, to provide for the 
entering of the names of all members that have 
paired off, the date of the pair, and the reasons 
assigned for their pairing. 

The SPEAKER. Itis hardly a question which 
can interrupt the call of the roll. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I am Mr. Haut’s 
room-mate; and if the House allow me, I will 
state—[Calls to “ Order !’’}—ah, they are afraid 
of the truth. They will not let the facts come out. 

Mr. BURNETT stated that he and Mr. Perry 
had paired off in the event of an extra session 


B. Washbarne, Isracl Washburn, Weleh, Wood, Woodrult, 
and Woodworth—96, 


So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Pending the eallof the roll, 

Mr. BINGHAM said: Before casting my vote 
I wish to say, that previously to my leaving the 
city T had paired off with Mr, Haut, of lowa— 
by an.agreement in writing—till the Ist of Sep- 
tember, | believe. After the writing was made Mr, 
[ans requested me to agree, that if at auy time 
he would be here and [ not, he might substitute 
any other gentleman as pairing off with me, who 
would be satisfactory to his colleague, Mr. Tror- 
wwaron, and that L might do the same if I were 
present and he absent. After the paper was 
signed, this arrangement, as stated, was entered 
into, and reported to Mr. Tnormeron. As I 
am present and anxious to vote, L have, with the 
consent of his colleague, Mr. THorteron, paired 
off Mr. Harr with Mr. Burtineame, of Massa- 
chusetts. (Murmurs of disapprobation from the 
other side of the House, and cries of §* Not fair,” | 
“ Read the paper,” &e.] 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 wonld liko ask the gen- 
tleman how long Mr. Burtieame has been here 
during this session of Congress. 

Mr. BINGHAM. There is no kind of trouble į 
in the world about this thing, because Mr. Tuor- 
INGTON was made an umpire between us as to | 


| ject. 


| questions relative to Kansas. I told him, that if | 


| wish to be absent. 


being held, and that Mr. Caruriers and Mr. 
Suerman had paired off; but thar by a mutual 
arrangement—he and Mr. Snerman being both | 

resent—they had paired off Mr. Caruruers and 
Mr. Perry. He voted “ay.” 

Mr, RUST said that he had seen it stated in | 
the Washington Union of this morning, that 
Mr. Greenwoon had left last night in conse- | 
quence of indisposition in his funily, and had | 
paired off with Mr. BENNETT, ot New York, 
who had voted on this question. Not being in 
the city when his colleague left for his home, he 
had had no communication from him on the sub- | 
Ile believed, in the first place, that his į 
colleague never would have- left his place at ai 
crisis like the present without pairing off; and in | 
the next place, he knew he would not have author- | 
ized that publication unless it were true. | 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. L will state | 
to the House, that on Monday, just before the | 
train left, Mr. Gaeenwoop met me accidentally, | 
and told me that he must leave that day, on ac- 
count of his wife’s health, and wanted to pair | 
off, and asked me to pair off with him on all | 


i were here | should desire to vote; but that if | 
he wished J would pair him off with some one |! 
(on the Kansas question) on our side, who might l 
He asked me to do so, and į} 


to announce it to the House, so that he would | 


the person I might substitute—and he is satisfied. 
[Cries of “ Read the paper. ”] 
Mr. MORGAN. [I object. 
Mr. BINGHAM. [vote “no.” 


last determined to leave the day before the ad- 
journment; but it was his intention then, if he 


stand right on the record. He said it would be | 
a personal favor to him, and l agreed to do so— 
or not vote myself. l have acted precisely in 
accordance with my understanding of the con- 
versation with him, and have paired him oif with 
Mr. Mracnam, of Vermont. 

Mr. RUST. I had no communication with | 
Mr. Greenwoop in regard to the matter; but I! 
ask the gentieman from New York, whether Mr. | 

[i 
| 
i 


[i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
H 


Meacnam was here when he paired him off? 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. Mracnam was not 

here, but had lefta request with the gentleman 

from Connecticut sitting next to me, to be paired 


off in the same way precisely. This was left |; 


could have been released by the return of the! 


with me by Mr. Greenwoop. 


i 


Mr. RUST. And you paired off Mr. GREEN- 
woop with a person who was already absent, 
and who would not have been here even if he had 
not been paired off. 

Mr. BENNETT. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut, Mr. CLARK, was authorized to pair off 
Mr. Meacuam if he could, so that he necd not 
come back. If not paired off, he would have been 
sent for, and might have been here; but instead 
of telegraphing to him, and requiring Mr. 
Meacuam to come back here, I assented to pair 
off Mr. Greenwoop with him. It was a fair 


‘pair, and in accordance with my understanding 


with Mr. Greenwoop, as I think it, in all re- 
spects; otherwise I should not have voted. Both 
were absent at the time. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I ask permission to 
make an explanation in relation to the absence of 
my colleague, Mr. Hatt. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. THORINGTON. I withdraw my request. 

Mr. CASKIE asked leave to record his vote. 
He was within the bar when the name of Mr. 
Cons—a few names below his own on the list-~ 
was called. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the amendment of the 
Scnate was non-concurred in; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COBB called for the yeas and nays on the 
latter motion. o 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 95; as ‘follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chafee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Bmrie, Plagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stran- 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, ‘Tratton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C, 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Weleh, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—97, 

WAYS—Messts. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Uraw- 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Dowdell, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Plor- 
ence, Thomas J. D, Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Ifarris, Thomas L, Harris, Haven, Hickman, 
Hofman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Leteher, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humplirey Marshall, Samuel S. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Orr, Packer, Peek, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quit- 
man, Ricand, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, ‘Talbott, 
"Saylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, 
Wheeler, Whitacy, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
Join V. Wright, and Zollicofter—95, 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. WALKER. J ask the ear of the House 
fora single moment. I do so, sir, in order that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. BURLIN- 
GAME, and myself may be placed right before the 
Fiouse and the county 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HARLAN, I object. 

Mr. WALKER. It is due to myself ag well 
as to Mr. Burtincame that the correction should 
be made. There will be nothing offensive in the 
explanation. It will be in perfect good humor, 

Mr. HARLAN, I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. WALKER. I ask the Clerk to read the 
extract which I have sent to his desk. Itis from 
a speech purporting to have been delivered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. Buruin- 
GAME, 


The Clerk read, as follows: 
“Teall on all those who carry the flag, and under all 


is there objection ? 


|| circumstances ¢ kecp step to the music of the Union,’ to 


protect the cause of freedom—support it when the South 
spits in your face and spurns you, and when even old 
Kentucky veers away. from your side—when your Percy 
Walkers, like mean hounds and dogs, desert you after 
all you have done for them.” 


Mr. WALKER. The Clerk will now read 


JHE 


TH 


E OFFI 
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the correction from the same paper of the next 
day, and I ask no more. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


“A Correction.—We are sorry that in the very fall and 
generally accurate report of Mr. Burlingame’s speech, 
published in our issue of yesterday, that a mistake so gross 
as that contained in the following sentence should have 
occurred : 

“When your Percy Walkers, like mean hounds and 
dogs, desert you after all you have done for them.? It 
should have read: ‘When your Percy Walkers treat you 
as if you were mean hounds and dogs, by deserting you 
after all you have done forthem.? 
his correction is due to the speaker, Mr. Burlin- 


game, Who, throughout bis entire speech, did not once in- 
at n personalities of any kind. ‘Che correction puts a 


y ifferent construction upon the sentence from which 
it was fuirly liable to in the erroneous reading.” 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, 


I would inquire whether it is in order to move 
that the House proceed to the business on the 
Speaker’s table, in order that we may take up the 
Senate resolution for the suspension of the 21st 
joint rule? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order, 

Mr. DAVIS. I submit that motion. 

Mr. EDIE. Does it require unanimous con- 
sent to entertain thé motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. ORR. Is the motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order under the 
rules. 

Mr. ORR. Before the calls on committees for 
reports? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order after com- 
mittces shall have been called, or one hour shall 


have been consumed in the call of committees for | 


reports. There has been no call upon committees, 
and no business has been referred to them except 
the Army appropriation bill, which has been 
considered and passed: ‘The next question in 
order is to go to business on the Speaker’s table. 
The Chair is of the opinion that the motion to go 
tothe business upon the Speaker’s table is in 
order, inasmuch as there is no preceding busi- 
ness. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would like 
the gentleman from Maryland to indicate what is 
his object in moving to go to the business on the 
Speaker’s table? 


gether. 
Mr. DAVIS, 


tjon from the Senate for the purpose of consider- 


ing it at this time. The resolution is to suspend | 


the 2lst rule for the present. The resolution as it 
came from the Senate limits the suspension to 
the Army appropriation bill. - 

"The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
25th and Qith rules, inasmuch as the Chair has 
erroneously stated them. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


5. Reports from committees having been presented and 
lof, the Speaker shall call for resolutions from the 


ning with Maine and the ‘Ferritory of Wisconsin al- 
ternately 3 they shall not be debated on the very day of 
thelr being presented, noron any da. ed by the House 
fur the receipt of resolutions, unless where the House shall 
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table to be taken up 
in the order in which they were presented ; and if on any 
day the whole of the States and Territories shall not be 
cailed, the Speaker shall begin on the next day where he 
off the previous day; provided that no member shall 
y more than one resolution, or one series of resolutions, 
ating to the same subject, until all the States and 
shall have been called.” 

After one bour shall have been devoted to reports 
from commitices and resolution she bein order, pend- 
ing the cousideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a 
motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the 
business on the Speaker's table, aud to the orders of the 
day.” 

The SPEAKER. Ona reéxamination of the 
question the Chair is of opinion that the motion 
to zo to the business on the Speaker’s table is 
not now in order unless by general consent. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. T object, and call for 
the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 


ness is the call on standing committees for reports 
of a private nature. 


2 


I shall oppose all other busi- | 
ness than that which has again called us to- || 


I desire to take up the resolu- | 


members of each State and Delegates from each Territory, | 
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eral understanding that there shall be no other 
business done than that which has just been con- 
sidered, I move that the House take a recess for 
one hour. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What is too long; move 
for a recess for half an hour. 

Mr. ORR. I will modify my motion to that 
extent, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
utes is sufficient. 

Mr. SAGE. I object to any recess. 

_ The SPEAKER. ` Reports of private bills are 
in order this day, from seiect committees of the 
House. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I desire to re- 
port several bills from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, for the purpose of reference. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to receive re- 
ports only upon such matters as have been re- 
ferred to committees during the present session. 
_ Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now ad- 
journ; and I call the yeas and nays upon that 
motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 9, nays 169; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Billinghurst, Brooks, Lake, Mace, Mat- 
teson, Mott, Quitman, Thorington, and Waldron~-9. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Alison, Bar- 
bour, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timo- 
thy Davis, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Diek, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, 
Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Fiagier, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Har- 
ris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Howard, Huglision, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel] $. Marshall, Me- 
Carty, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Murray. Nichols, Nor- 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, k, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, 
|| Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, San- 
|| didge, Sapp, Savage. Scott, Seward, Simmons, Samuel A. 
i| Smith, Wiliam h, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, 
i| Stanton, Stepbens, Stewart. Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, 
| Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, 
Cadwalader ©. Washburne, EUiku B. Washburne, Israel 
I| Washburn, Welch, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicofier—169. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspury Dicxiys, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate insisted upon their amend- 
ments to the bill (II. R. No. 578) making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army, for the | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857, disagreed to | 
by the House of Representatives. ; : 

Aiso, that the Senate had passed a bill, entitled 
« An act to supply an omission in the enrollment 
of a certain act.”’ 

ARMY BILIL—AGAIN. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
imous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table the Army appropriation bill, with 
the message from the Senate just received. 

No objection being made, y 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill 
(H. R. No. 578) making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857, with the message of the Senate 
informing the House that that body insisted upon 
its amendments to said bill, disagreed to by the 
l} House. 
i| Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
insist upon its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate, and ask for a committee of confer- 
ence; and upon that motion I move the previous 
question. 7 3s 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I ask the 
gentleman from Ohio to modify his motion, by 


Fifteen min- 


Task the unan- į 


f 
i| striking out that part of it which asks for a com- 
mittee of conference. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
from Ohio to allow me to make a motion to recede, 


T ask the gentleman 


and to have a test vote take 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will not yield my point 
at this stage ofthe game. [Several voices: ‘No 
game !”] We will make an effort to pass this 
motion; and if we do not, the time will soon come 
when the gentleman can submit that motion. 

_ Mr. STEPHENS. Ifwe vote down the pend- 
Ing motion, willit not then be in order to move 
to recede? Z 

, The SPEAKER. It undoubtedly would be 
| in order, if the previous question had not been 
demanded. i 

Mr. GROW. If we vote down this motion, 
will not a motion to adhere be in order, and take 
precedence ofa motion to recede? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recede will 
take precedence. E 
| Mr. COBB. I demand the yeas and nays upon 

the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire te inquire of the 
Chair, if there were now two motions before the 
'| House, one to insist upon the disagreement of the 
House, and the other to recede from the disagree- 
ment, would not the motion to recede be first put 
to the House? 
| TheSPEAKER. The motion to recede would 
| be first submitted to the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. Then I submit a question 
of order—a new one under our practice, but one 
which it strikes me should, from the reason of 
the case, be the rule of proceeding. It is, that, 
| aS a motion to recede is not an amendment to the 
motion to insist, but an independent motion, the 
į ordering the main question upon the motion to 
insist will notand cannot preclude the independent 
motion to recede, any more than a motion to re- 
cede would preclude a motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is of opinion 
that, the previous question having been ordered, 
a motion to recede cannot be submitted to the 
House. The question of order raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia is akin to those relating 
to the order in which certain questions are sub- 
mitted; as, for instance, a motion to lay upon 
the table, to commit, to amend, and other ques- 
tions, which the rules require shall be put in a 
certain order; but if the previous question is 
| called, no motion, that was not pending at the 
time it was ordered, can be submitted. The 
Chair thinks the same practice should govern in 
this proceeding. 

The question was taken on Mr. CAMPBELL’S 
j motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeag 
94, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 

nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
! Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie. Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
son, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, 
! Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
| Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
| Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
| Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
! ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
| bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eliihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, 
and Woodworth—94. 

NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
ley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
|| Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, 
|i Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
| We Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 
i} Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, 
ii Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, ‘Thomas J. 
ii D. Fuller, Goode, J, Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
i Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoifinan, Houston, 
l Jewett, George W. Jones, J.Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kid- 
ii wel, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander 
H K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, 
| Maxwell, MeMuilin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Milson, 
| Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman; 


n upon that question. 


H 
| 
\ 
| 


H 
i 
i 
| 
1 


| 
f 
| 
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jeaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Senel A Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
“Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whit- 
ney, Wiliams, Winslow, Daniel B, Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 
So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that 
the House adhere to its disagreement. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Imove that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the Senate amend- 
ment, and move the previous question. Let us 

- have a test vote. 
-' Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 
yeas and nays on the motion to recede. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Wasnsurn] moves to adhere to the dis- 
agreement of the Elouse to the Scnate’s amend- 
ment. Pending that question, the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. Coss] moves to recede from 

.that disagreement. Tne first question is on the 
» motion to recede. - 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the.negative—yeas 94, nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, Johu P. Campbell, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ethott, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 


ers 
Sandidge, Ravage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 


‘Talbott, ‘Taylor, 'Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Wheeler, W 
John V, W 


Comins, et Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Da- 


+ Hall, Harlan, Holoway, Thomas R. ftorton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Muvray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranaban, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, ‘Fratton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Wosh- 
bume, Ejlihy R, Washburne, Israel Washbura, Welch, 
Wood, Woodrat, and Woodworth—vb. 

So the House refused to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the Senate’s amendment, 

The question recurred on Mr. Wasununn’s 
motion to adhere; on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered, 

Mr. H. MARSHALL, (at twenty minutes past 
two o’clock, p.m.) LI move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. What will be the effect if the House 
vote to adhere? [Calls to order.] 

The SPEAKER. It is not proper for the 
Chair to answer the question. Debate is not in 
order; and no inquiry in the nature of debate is 
in order. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—ycas 97, nays 93; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barelay, 
Hey Bernet, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Blis@ Bocock, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chattee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Coltax, Comins, Covade, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Pim 
otby Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfec 
Edie, dwards, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Grow, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritehic, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 


Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Suanahan, Tappan, ` 


Thoringtou, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, 


Waibridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washbourne, Elihu B. į 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodrutl, į 


and Woodworth 

NAY S-—Mez 
S. Bennett, Boy 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Callen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Eitiow, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas ts 


TA 
Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 


Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian Miter, |] 


ie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Bur- : 


j 
j 


| Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Warner, Wheeler, Whit- 


i Chair to decide the question, as it isin the nature 
l of debate; and debate is precluded. 


i 
H 
ii 
t 

j] 


changed. ‘The gentleman stands now right before 
his constituents, and the precedent would be per- 
nicious. 


Harris, Haven, Hickman, I planation recorded on the Journal. 


Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Giancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. 
Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quit- 
man, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sew- 
ard, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wiiliam R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, 


ney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, Jolin V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—93. ~ 

So the House agreed to adhere to its disagree- 
ment to the Senate’s amendment. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BOCOCK said: As I notice that the vote 
is thin, I change my*vote for the purpose of 
moving a reconsideration. I vote *‘ay.’” 

Mr. WALKER asked leave to vote, he not 
having been in the Hall when his name was 
called. ; 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. | 

Mr. WALKER. I was kept away by sick- j 
ness. I hope I shall be allowed to vote. 

The objection was persisted in. 

Mr. WALKER. [e I had been in I should 
have voted “ no.” 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. Twish tostate 
to the House—as all my friends know—that I 
am exceedingly ill, and am not able to attend the 
House constantly. I have to occupy a recum- 
bent position almost all the time. Í was here 
when the roll was begun to be called; but it be- 
came absolutely necessary for me to leave the 
House. 

„Mr. WALKER. I was just in the same posi- 
tion. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object to both. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I asic that the gentle- | 
man from Massachusetts and the gentleman from 
Alabama be both allowed to vote. 


Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. HALL. If I had been in the House I 
should have voted “ay.” 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House agreed to 
adhere to its disagreement; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. MeQUCEN. On the latter motion I call 
for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr MILLSON, Will it be in order now to 
make an inquiry of the Chair, and to have the 
Chair state to the House what willbe the effect 
on the bill in the event of the suecess of the mo- 
tion to ae the motion to reconsider on the table? 

Mr. GROW. I object. 

‘The SPEAKER. "The Chair can only say that 
when the House shall have disposed of the ques- 
tion, & message will be sent to the Senate inform- 
ing them of that fact. 

My. MILLSON. I desire to be informed 
whether, if the ouse adhere, the result will be 
the killing of the bill? 

The SPEAKER, Itis not in order for the |; 


Mr. BOCOCK, I rise toa question which appears 
to me to bea privileged one. Lchanged my vote— 
as the gentlemen of the Louse will recollect— 
with the remark that I did so for the purpose of 
moving a reconsideration of the vote. Lwas not 
so lucky as to get the floor to make that motion, 
and itappears on the Journal that [ did not make 
it—so that my vote stands recorded in the afirm- 
ative without explanation. Frise toask the priv- 
Hege of the [Louse to have recorded on the Jour- | 
nal the remark which I made on changing my | 
vote. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Vir- i 
ginia may ask to have his vote changed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS,  Lobject. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say 
that the gentlemanfrom Maine [Mr. Wasuscrn] 
having made the motion to adhere, it was in ac- 
cordance with the established usage and courtesy 
of the House to recognize him for a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. BOCOCIS. Does the gentleman from Ohio |) 
object to my changing my vote, or to my request 
to have the motive recorded ? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to the vote being 


Therefore, I object. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I merely ask to have my ex- 


i that the motion to reconsider is not in order. 
i the House propose to retrace its steps, it must do 


The SPEAKER, To that request the Chair 
understands there is no objection. 

The question was taken on Mr. Wasusurn’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 97, nays 96; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis B. Campbell, 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damreil, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Bar- 
lan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Parviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Srranahan, Vappan, 
Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskic, Clingman, 


; Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, 
Crawford, Callen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davia, Denver, 


Dowdell, Edmundson, Miott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, 
Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Mor- 
n Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, Haven, 
Hickman, Hioffinan, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel S, Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Rufin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Sainucl A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 


| liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 


Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, 
Whecler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B, Wright, 
Joba V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—96. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the following reso- 
lution: ` 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives be directed, at four o'clock, p. m., to declare their 
respective Houses adjourned sine die. 

Mr. MILLSON, I object. I will neveragree 
toadjourn this session of Congress until the Army 
appropriation bill is passed, f 

The SPEAKER. The resolution can be re- 
ceived only by unanimous consent, 

Mr. McMULLIN. {move that the Speaker 
direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to compel the attend- 
ance of absentees. , 

fhe SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
in the form in which it is presented. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. ThenI move a call of the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to take 
from the Speaker’s table, a bill (S. No. 463) to 
correctan error that occurred in the engrossment 
of an act. 

Mr, ORR. T object. 

The SPEAKER. The motion cannot be re- 
ecived, unless by general consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
what the bill is, but I suppose it is the first bill 
in order, after the other one is taken from the 
Speaker’s table, 

‘The title of the bill was reported as follows: 

An art to supply an omission in the enrollment 
of a certain act. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to proceed to the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER, That motion is not in order. 

Mr. ORR. I object to the consideration of that 
bill. Lobject to any other business but the Army 
bill being done. "Chat was the understanding. 

Mr. MILLSON, I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion, IL move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refused to insist on its disagreement 
to the Senate amendment, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
If 


so regularly, and in progression. 

Mr. MILLSON. Iam not embarrassed now 
by the operations of the previous question or by 
a motion to lay on the table, and therefore there 
can be no reason founded on the rales of the 
House why the Speaker should not inform the 
House of the effect of the motion which may be 
made. I confess that one of the objects which Í 
have now in rising, is to invoke the opinion of 
the Chair as to the effect of a motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House refused to in- 
sist on their disagreement. 
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The SPEAKER. The Chair must state to the 
gentleman that a question of order is the only 
question the Chair is authorized to decide. A 
motion to reconsider the vote whereby the House 
refused to Insist on its disagreement is not in 
‘order, inasmuch as this vote was taken under the 


call for the previous question; and as the House |! 


has since voted to adhere to its disagreement, it 


would be necessary first for the House to recon- | 


sider its vote adhering, and that question has 
been disposed of. 


Mr. MILLSON. That is what I want to put | 
to the Chair, whether the House is precluded from | 


reconsidering the vote refusing to insist? 


ion. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that when the 
House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. IL ask the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw that motion. 

Mr. WHEELER withdrew the motion. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, 1f there be no’ objection I 
will very briefly explain the cause of the billfrom 


the Senate which is upon the Speaker’s table. | 


The bill making appropriations for certain civil 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857, passed this House at the 
last session and went to the Senate, where a large 
number ofamendments were attached toit. When 
the bill was returned to this House, the House 
disagreed to the amendments of the Senate. A 
committee of conference was appointed; that com- 
mittee made areport, which was adopted, and the 
bill was then passed. During the last hours of 
the session neither the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills nor the clerks had time fully to examine the 
matter; in the hurry and confusion of business, 
two of the amendments of the Senate—one for 
the marine hospital at Cincinnati, and the other 
making an appropriation for the improvement of 
the battery, &c., at San Francisco—were left out 
of the billas engrossed and presented to the Pres- 
ident. The bill.from the Senate corrects this 
mistake. And now, sir, I appeal to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, and my friends on this 
side of the House to withhold objection. Let us 
always do that which is just and right. I ask to 
take up the Senate bill and put it on its passage. 

Mr. ORR. I interposed objection because on 
yesterday I expressed the desire that the House 
would take up no other business than the Army 
appropriation bill. I supposed then that that 
bill would be finished yesterday, or at furthest 
to-day, but at present the indication is that it will 
not be finished for many days. Ihave no doubt 
the House will be under the necessity ef proceed- 
ing to-morrow with general legislation, I will 
not now, however, waive my objection to the con- 
sideration of any other busines than the Army 
appropriation bill, if my single objection will 
prevent such consideration, 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that when the 
House adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from New York has precedence, because it 
fixes the day to which the House shall adjourn. 

Mr, LETCHER. And on that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : 

The question was taken on Mr. Wiegirr’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
8, nays 162; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Denver, Eustis, Orr, Phelps, Thoring- ; 


and Daniel B. Wright—8. 

| Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
1, Henry Bennett, Hendicy S. Bennett, 
Bingham, Biskop, Bliss, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Bar- 
nen, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, 
Caskic, Chaifee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cox, Cragin, © : 

Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, 
Edmundson, Elion, Emrie, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, 
Florence, ‘Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hail, Harlan, Sam 
ris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Hollow i R 
Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George Ww. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Kuox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter. Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, McMullin, 
McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Olives, 


ton, Vail, Wheeler, 

NAYS- Me: 
hour, Barelay, 
Benson, Bilinghurst, 


w 


raige. Cawford, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, | 


n W. Har- | 
Thomas R. | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


H 


| 
| 
i 


Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, | 


Porter, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Quitman, Ricaud, 


| Ritchie, Rivers, Reberts, Robison, Rufin, Rust, Sage, San- 


didge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Simmons 
Samuel, A. Smith, William Smith,’ William R. Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Seward, Stranahan, Talbott, 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Valk, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, Welch, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 


! Woodworth, ahd John V. Wright—162. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 


iin th ive—y X x 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of that opin- | bee ee yeas 33, nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Clinginan, Comins, Davidson, Dean, Denver, Grow, Har- 
Jan, Sampson W. Harris, Houston, Kidwell, Lake, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Mott, Orr, 
Phelps, Pike, Powell, Ritchie, Sapp, Savage, Wiliam 
Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Tappan, Vail, Waldron, 
and Walker—22. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Bing- 
ham, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Cad- 


: walader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis 


D. Campbell, Caskie, Chafee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Ciawson, Williamson R. W, Cobb, Covode, Cox, Cragin, 
Craige, Crawford, Cumback, DamreH, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Florence, Goode, Granger, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison 
Harris, Haveu, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 


Glaney Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kmght, Knowlton, | 


Knox, Leiter, Leicher, Lumpkin, Matteson, McCarty, Me- 
Queen, Killian Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, 
Pettit, Pringle, Purviance, Roberts, Ruffin, Scott, Seward, 


Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, Stranuahan, | 


Talbott, ‘Taylor, Todd, Trippe, Vaik, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Welch, Williams, 
Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—108. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
for the purpose of submitting a proposition to 
the House. It is done without consultation with 
anybody. I move that we proceed to the consid- 
eration of the business on the Speaker’s table, in 
order to take up and pass the joint resolution from 
the Senate for the partial suspension of the ist 
rule. When that resolution is adopted we wil 
have the Army appropriation bill before us in the 


exact condition in which itwas when on Monday į 


last the Speaker’s hammer fel}, and the House 
was adjourned without day. Two votes will 
then show whether the bill iste pass, or be again 
buried. 
Mr. MORGAN. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


I object to the motion. 
I move that the House take 


|a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
now adjourn: 

Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : 

Mr. QUITMAN. 1 withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The House having ex- 
pended one hour in the call of committees for 


1 object. 
I move that the House do 


I demand the yeas and 


reports, a motion to proceed to business upon the , 
| Speaker’s table is in order. 


“Mr. COBB. Then I make that motion. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 


and thercfore I move that the House adjourn. 
Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 
motion to take a recess? 


The SPEAKER. It was objected to. 
Mr. SAGE. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, 
The SPEAKER. 


I object to it. 
As objection is made, the 


motion is out of order. The pending motion is, | 
that the House proceed to the business upon the 
|; Speaker’s table. 


Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now 


adjourn. 

Mr. SAGE. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. SAGE. J renew the motion to adjourn. 


I think itis very apparent | 
to the House that we can do nothing to-night, | 


l renew the proposition of the | 
gentleman from Virginia, to take a recess unul |; 
‘seven o’clock. 


1 
i 


| John V. Wright—34. 


Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 


ae 
rhe yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 34, nays 109; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barksdale, Billinghurst, Bocock, Boyce, 
Bradshaw, Cadwalader, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Coniins, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Eiliott, Goode, Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Houston, George W. Jones, Lake, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Smith Miller, Mott, Phelps, Pow- 
ell, Ritchie, Rivers, Rust, Savage, Williain’ Smith, Sneed, 
Spinner, Thorington, Walker, Ellihu B. Washburne, and 


NAYS—Mesers. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Henry Bennett, Hendley S. Benuett, Ben- 
son, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, 
James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis ‘D. Camp- 
bell, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cra- 
gin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 
mundson, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagicr, Florence, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Leteher, Lumpkin, Matteson, McCarty, McQueen, 
Millson, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Parker, Pen- 
nington, Pettit, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, Roberts, Rufin, 
Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Shorter, Simmons, Stanton, 
Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Trippe, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wheeler, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and 
Zéllicotfer— 109. : 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. PHELPS. I discover that a great many 


| gentlemen are now absent who have voted against 


an adjournment, and in order to compel. their 
attendance I move that there be acall of the House. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I move that 
when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. ORR, Lhope the gentleman from Ilinois 
will withdraw that motion until we can take some 


steps by which the absentees can be brought in. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. I withdraw the motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Iwas eppoaed to an 
adjournment of the House, until I saw that it 
was utterly impossible to wind up this session of 
Congress to-day. Witha full conviction that we 
cannot do so, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
House, the Chair would suggest that the officers 
of the House, from incessant labor, are unable to 
continue the call of the roll; and he would ask, 
if there be no objection, that business be sus- 
pended for half an hour. i 

No objection being made, the House took a 
recess for half an hour. ; 

At the expiration of the recess, on motion of 
Mr. Haven, (at four o’clock and forty-five min- 
utes,) the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, August 23, 1856. 7 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a letter from the 


i Secretary of War, in relation to the balances re- 


maining in the Treasury from the last appropria- 


s nti for the support of the Army; which, on 
Mr. LETCHER. What has become of my |i EMRA of Mr. WELLER, was ordered to levon 


| the table, and be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Iask the indul- 
gence of the Senate for a few moments, Mr. Pres- 


| ident, to a question of privilege. It is the first 
| time Í have ever found it necessary to do so, and 


I hope it will be the last. My attention was 
called yesterday to a paper—the edger—printed 
at Philadelphia, purporting to contain a speech 
of the honorable Senator from THinois, [Mr. 
Trumpuiy.] In the speech as reported, I find 
terms applied to me which are discourteous, un- 
kind, and personally offensive. When I saw the 
report of the speech, I confess that I was greatly 
astonished in the first place. On reflection, I came 
to the conclusion that it was impossible it could 
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be, a correct report of the speech of the gentleman 
from Iilincis. I determined, however, to avail 
myself-of the first opportunity I should have of 
conferring with him about it. When I met him 
in his seat yesterday morning, E mentioned to 
him what I had seen. He very promptly, with- 
out any hesitation and with great courtesy and 
kindness, said he had. been misquoted, for he had 
employed no such language in regard to me. I, 
of course, was satisfied and gratified at that state- 
ment; because my personal relations with that 
gentleman, so far as I know, have been kindly 
and courteous. It is, however, due to myself, 
and: due to the honorable Senator, inasmuch as 
this publication has gone to the world, that the 
correction should go with it. I will read the 
paragraph in order that the Senator may have an 
opportunity of putting himself right, and doing 
me justice: 

“Mr. T. then took from his pocket a copy of the Pennsyl- 
vanian, and read the call for the mass mecting of the Demo- 
crats, announced for this evening, and, in reading over the 
names of the speakers appended to it, said, the first is Sena- 
tor Toomss, of Georgia—a Whig all his life, and has always 
“been one of the most bitter opponents of Democratic 
measures. The second, Senator Bensamin, of Louisiana, 
always a Whig, and the man who says that, in supporting 
Mr. Buchanan, he does not change his party faith a parti- 
cle. The next is James C. Jones, the opponent of Polk, 
a man that has never told a political truth in his life. Then 
come CLineman and A. H. SrerHens, who never knew 
anything else but Whiggery. H4 said all the speakers but 
the local speakers of Pennsylvania, who had been invited 
to enlighten the Democrats of Philadelphia on Democracy, 
were all well known to the rabid Whigs. This he regarded 
as a capital joke, and as those invited to address the De- 
mocraey of this State were southern Whigs, it came of bad 
grace from Democrats to call Republicans the sectional 
party.?? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, I had not 
seen the report to which attention has been 
called, when the Senator from Tennessce spoke 
to me respecting it, nor have I read it now. The 
Senator from Tennessee informed me that it 
represented that I had said of him that he never 
uttered a political truth in his life. I said no such 
a thing., The report, I sce now by glancing my 
eye at it, is necessarily an imperfect one. {t is 
all within less than a column, | believe consider- 
ably less than a column, and yet it purports to 

ive a statement of what was said. I used no 

anguage of that kind at all in reference to the 
Scnator from Tennessee. 

It is true that I spoke of the Senator from 
Tennessee, and of the Senator from Louisiana, 
(Mr. Benvamin,) whose name I mentioned also 
ona former occasion in New York. My object 
in doing so was to show that persons heretofore 
distinguished in the Whig party were now acting 
with the Democratic party. 1 used it in that 
view, and none other; and E most cheerfully say 
that I made noreflcetion whatever in either specch 
upon the honor or integrity of either of those 
gentlemen. Lcould have no motive tor doing so, 
and it would be the furthest from my inclination 
to say anything which could be personally ofen- 
sive, entertaining, as I do, the kindest feclings 
and the highest respect for them. 

NEW ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate procecded to the consideration of 
the message from the ELouse of Representatives, 
announcing that they had adhered to their disa- 
ereement to the amendment of the Senate to the 


tall (H. R. No. 587) making appropriations for | 


the support of the Army for the r ending 
June 80, 1857, the pending question being on Mr. 
Fi R's motion thatthe Senate adhere to their 
ment, 

Alir. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I owe it to 
the Senate, and to myself, to state that I, yester- 
day, was absent from the sitting of the body on 
ount of severe sickness, Li was impossible 
for me to be here; but there never was a day in 
ihe whole course of my senatorial life upon which 
I was more anxious to be present. The state of 
my health docs not justify my attendance to-day; 
but f have resolved to remain here as long as 
possible for the purpose of doing what I ean to 
restore peace to the country, and to reconcile the 
diferences of a disastrous character that are now 
pending between the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. Prosident, I am an old man, and have 
Spent a very great portion of my life in the public 
councils, E mn at this tine a member of no 
political party whatever. Lam the advocate of 
no man’s pretensions for the Presidency, in oppo- 
sition to another. Lam bound by no party ties. 


Ts 


J remain in public life only because I suppose I 
may possibly be of some service to the country; 
and 1 seek here no other object but what I believe 
to be the good of the country. Having had some 
experience in the public councils at former periods, 
when there was much division and distraction 
among public men, and great apprehension among 
the patriots of the country for the success of our 
Union, I have come to the conclusion not to 
remain a quiet and inactive spectator of the scene 
before me, but to stand up here and to say what 
I think will be best for the Senate to adopt in the 
present extraordinary condition of public affairs; 
to give the best advice I am capable of giving; 
and having discharged my own duty, with a due | 
sense of my responsibility toGod and the country, 
I shall then bow in deference to the decision of 
the Senate. 

Sir, the state of the question as presented at 
this time, is this: The House of Representatives, 
as 1 humbly think, very rashly, has decided to 
adhere to an amendment which is offensive to the 
Senate, and which the Senate have repeatedly 
rejected. In this situation of things, aman who 
is accustomed to examine the treatises which have 
been published in England and in the United 
States on parliamentary law, will hardly doubt 
that the Senate, if it shall now take any further 
vote on the bill before us, is driven toadirect decis- 
ion either to recede from or to adhere to its former 
vote of disagreement with the House proviso. 
Therefore it is that I say I deeply deplore that 
the House has resolved to adhere. We have no 
alternative if we proceed to vote at all on this bill. 
I do not understand it to be a parliamentary move 
on the board now, for us to *‘ insist,” or ** further 
to insist.’? The sole question now, if we go to | 
a vote, is: shall we adhere or recede? Under | 
these circumstances, what should the Senate do? } 
I suppose there is no thought of receding; I will 
not discuss that question. I know the majority 
have, tn caucus, resolved not to recede. ‘That 
may be looked upon as settled. If the question 
were not, as] understand, already decided among | 
gentlemen here that they will adhere, £ would 
object to any action at this time on the bill which 
presents this difficulty, belicving that it would be 
more proper to leave the bill just in the state 
where it is, and to resort to another movement 
of a different character altogether, and that is to 
adopt a resolution offering a committee of seven | 
members, say, on the part of the Senate, to meet 
and confer with a committee of cleven members 
on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
take into consideration this extraordinary state 
of things between the two bodies. In order that 
my views may be understood, 1 beg leave to send 
to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to have read a reso- 
lution which, at a proper time, I mean to offer— 
not now, because Í understand it has been re- 
solved, in a meeting this morning which 1 did 
not attend, to adhere: but Lrepeat, I could much 
have wished that the vote should not be adopted 
before the resolution is acted upon. T ask for its 
reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no 
objection the resolution will be read. 

Mr. HUNTER. For information, 

‘The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives coneurring,) 
That a committee be appointed on the partot the Senate, to 
consist Of seven members, to Confer with a committee on 
the p: fhe House of Representatives, to consist of cleven i 
members, fo take into consideration the disagrecing votes 
or the two Houses respecting Ube bil making appropriations 
for tbe support of the Army for the year ending 3uth of June, | 
s57, with a view of a ng the same, and settling the 
ditiurences between the two Houses, and making report 
thereof to their respective branches of Congress. | 


i| a very small minority. 


August 23, 
honor of neither branch of the Legislature, and 
save the Army bill in the House from this disas-’ 
trous vote of final adherence. That vote will 
destroy the bill before us, but not the same bill 
in the House. I will not now state what itis 
that I design to propose in a conference. I only 
say that I do firmly believe the pill can be saved 
if Senators will consult their judgment, and not 
take counsel from their passions. We can yet 
pass the Army bill, restore peace in that Terri- 
tory where now civil war, confusion, and anarchy 
reign, and perhaps we may save by this means 
the Union of the States of this nation. Let us 
not go home, sir; let us not resolve in despair, 
that nothing can be done. It is a crisis, and a 
great crisis, in the affairs of the country, such 
as I have never witnessed before, though I have 
been many, many long years in this Hall. Iin- 
treat you, Senators, not to adjourn—to stay here 
until the last effort is exhausted, before you give. 
up the hope of passing this bill, without which 
the Army of the United States must be disbanded, 
and without which, not only civil war in Kansas, 
but a bloody revolution, involving ultimately all 
the States of the Confederacy, may be the result 

of our disgraceful delinquency. 

Sir, I will say nothing further at this time; but 
at the proper moment, without discussing the 
subject so as to bring myself into unnecessary 
controversy with others after they have carried 
their motion to adhere, as I suppose they will, I 
will call up this proposition, and ask for its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iwill merely state in regard 
to the proposition, that, according to our rules no 
such motion is in order, because an adherence on 
both sides destroys the bill; but I will mention 
also, for the information of the Senator from Del- 
aware, a fact with which he is probably not ac- 
quainted, that the bill upon which the House of 
Representatives was acting at the close of the 
last. session is still on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I know that. 

Mr. HUNTER. That bill can be taken up 
and acted on, and I understand it is also proba- 
ble that a new bill will be reported from the Com- 
mittce of Ways and Means. This will not end 
the matter. It mercly expresses the opinion of 
the Senate in regard to this bill. Adhering to it 
does not take from the House the means of send- 
ing any other bill they choose. If they should 
do so it will be competent for the Senator to offer 
his resolution in regard to a conference. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I shall not hesitate. I mean 
to make no speech—no address against the mo- 
tion to adhere. I will not vote for it, because, ag 
I have said, I do not think it right; but I know 
well, that when you have adhered this resolution 
will apply to the bill sent from the House, or to 
any other similar bill, 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I agree with 
[| Several Senators who have spoken, that this is 
; an occasion of grave importance, anda more per- 
| ilous crisis than has arisen since the formation of 

the Constitution. The House of Representatives 
knew, when they passed this bill and sent it here, 
that the Senate, by the concurrence of more than 
three fourths of its members, had repeatedly ex- 
pressed its determined opposition to the legisla- 
tion contained in this proviso. They knew that 
this legislation was sustained in the Senate by but 
ye Nevertheless, they have 
again attempted to force it upon the Senate by 
attaching it to this bill making an appropriation 
for the support of the Army. So far as the ap- 
| propriations are concerned, the Senate had here- 
tofore passed the bill. There is no difference of 


Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I do not | 
throw myself in the way of those who have re- | 
solved to adhere. Lonly wish to say that Iwill | 
not vote for the proposition. I expect of course | 
that it will be carried. I am not of opinion that | 
that is the wisest course to adopt; but, when that | 
course is adopted, E do not hold that the Senate | 
has passed outof the chance and reach of settling 
this question inan amicable and honorable way 
with the House of Representatives. I believe, 
that by the adoption, even after the vote to ad- 
here, of such a proposition as I have offered to 
the Senate, proposing a committee of conference 
on the part cf both Houses, terms of compromise 
can be offered which will be acceptable both to the | 
House and to the Senate, that will compromit the 


opinion between the two Houses with regard to a 
| Single item of these appropriations. Every item 
is necessary to carry on the military department 
of the Government. TheSenate has so declared, 
and the House has so declared. The House of 
Representatives, knowing the deliberate, repeated 
determination of the Senate with regard to this 
legislation, which, contrary to all parliamentary 
rules, they have seen fit to insist upon ingrafting 
on this bill, have sent it to us again in this most 
objectionable manner, under circumstances de- 
claring that they will stop the wheels of Govern- 
ment unless we yield our objections and agrec to 
it. 

I concur most fully in the very eloquent and very 
able speech made yesterday by, my honorable 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer.] Iregard this 
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asa crisis threatening entirely to change the equi- 
libriumofthe different departments ofthis Govern- 
ment. Iregard the measure as not simply uncon- 
stitutional, but in the highest degree revolution- 
ary. Ifthe House of Representatives, as in this 
case, by a majority of two, can incorporate into 
anappropriation bill, contrary to all parliamentary 
rales, and all constitutional propriety, obnoxious 
legislation, for the purpose of coercing the Senate 
of the United States into its adoption upon one 
subject, they can uponanother. ‘They can refuse 
an appropriation for the support of the judiciary 
if its decisions are not acceptable to that body. 
They can refuse an appropriation for the support 
of the executive department, unless its action is 
satisfactory to the majority of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. If they can force upon the Senate, 
by an appropriation bill, legislation of this kind 
on one subject, they can upon any subject, and 
upon every subject which can be presented to a | 
legislative body. 

Now, sir, the question is, are we to yield, at 
the very outset, to the first attempt of this kind | 
which has been made since the establishment of 
the Government? I should be obliged to abandon 
my sense of duty to the Constitution and to the 
country, if for a moment I could yield to any 
attempt on the part of that body, or ask them to 
yicld to any attempt on the part of this body, to 
force legislation upon either by stopping the 
wheels of Government. No, sir, I will never 
yield in such a case. It would be the subversion | 
of the Constitution; it would be the prostration | 
of those barriers which our fathers erected for the 
purpose of checking the different branches of the 
Government—the executive, the judicial, and the | 
legislative. If the House of Representatives send 
us any bill on any subject, I will, as a member | 
of this body, deliberate on the propriety of that | 
bill, and vote upon it according to my sense of 
duty; bat when they send the Army appropri- 
ation bill, or any other appropriation bill to carry 
onthe ordinary operations of the Government, 
and propose by it to fasten upon us legislation 
which we cannot adopt, from bur own sense of 
duty and propriety, I will on this occasion, and 
on every occasion, take my stand upon the Con- 
stitution, and maintain it in its integrity. I should 
forego all respect for myself, all respect for the j 
body to which I belong, and all consideration of | 
the ‘best interests of the country, if I were not to | 
do so. I have no option; I cannot yield; I am 
bound to remain here as long as this Congress 
exists, as one member of it, to resist any attempt 
of this character, which would utterly destroy 
the equilibrium between the different branches of 
Congress, and between the different departments į 
of the Government, as established by the Consti- 
tution. 

Without looking to the legislation proposed in } 
the proviso, [ am bound to take this stand; but 
when I look into it what do I see there? I see, | 
in the first place, a proposition that it shall be the | 
duty of the President of the United States to go 
into the States upon the highways leading in the | 
direction of Kansas, and there usurp the un- 
doubted powers of the State governments. It 
purports to make it the duty of the President to | 
interfere with persons and property in the States, | 
and there protect them from unlawful seizures | 
and searches. Now I desire to know what au- 
thority the President of the United States has to | 
go into any Siate and exert any power whatever, | 
as President, to prevent unlawiul seizures of per- | 
sons or property? Is therc any Senator in this } 
body—is there any man in the country who will į 
say that the President, under the Constitution, 
has any such power? Where do you find it? 
What becomes of the sovercign power of the 
States? Can the President of the United States 
interfere in a mere case of trespass on person or 

roperty upon the highway in any State of this 

Jnion? Every one knows that he has no such 
power, and that this Government has no such | 
jurisdiction. Itis a matter belonging exclusively | 
to the States. Itis controlled by State laws. The 
judicial authorities of the States must interfere for 
the purpose of adjudicating and disposing of all 
questions of thatkind. Itis only in the case of in- 
surrection or rebellion, or to enforce legal process 
under the express provisions of the Constitution, 
that the President can interfere. This proviso, so | 


authority to go into the States, and to exercise 
powers within their limits over persons and prop- 
erty, which would léad to the utter subversion of 
their governments. Sir, it is no less unconstitu- 
tional than the attempt to-coerce the Senate by 
stopping appropriations in order to fasten upon | 
the country legislation which the Senate is unwill- 
ing to adopt. Sir, as far as this proviso goes, it 
blots out State lines and State governments, and 
sets up a consolidated government. Willany one 
pretend that there can be any such power under the 
present Constitution? Ifthe President can protect 
persons and property in ong portion of the country, 
can he notin another? Can the President march 
anarmy into one of the southern States, and being 
of opinion with some, that slavery does not and 
cannot exist, interfere there, and protect persons 
and property according to his notions? Where 
are the impassable boundaries of the Constitution | 
more distinctly visible? In my judgment a more 
flagrant and palpable violation of it than that con- 
tained in this proviso, can hardly be imagined. 
The alien and sedition laws do not come up to 
the power that is attempted to be exercised in this 
part of the proviso. : 


judicial departments of the Government. It | 
directs that the President shall not use his con- 
stitutional power to see that the laws are exe- 
cuted as adjudicated by the courts. It attempts 
to limit and control the constitutional power of 
the President and the constitutional action of the 
judicial department, both of which are clothed 
with certain powers and charged with certain 
duties which they are not at liberty to neglect. 
Without repealing the laws, it undertakes to pro- 
vide that the judgments and decrees of the Fed- 
eral courts founded upon them shall not ke en- 
forced in the usual manner by the constitutional | 
power of the President. Does any one doubt 


| the validity of the Kansas act? No one has ever 


expressed any such doubt. Does any one doubt 
that the judges of Kansas are lawful judges 
appointed under the Constitution? Does any 
one doubt that the judges appointed by the Pres- 
ident and confirmed by the Senate, and holding 
courts in that Territory, are holding lawful courts, 
and that itis their duty to adjudicate all questions 
brought before them, affecting the rights of per- 
sons, the rights of property, or the public secu- 
rity? But by this proviso, if it be valid, the 
arms distributed to the militia are to be with- 
drawn, the troops of the United States are not to 
be employed, the President is not to exercise his 
constitutional power to see that the laws are faith- 
fully executed, the courts are to see their decrees 
set at defiance, sentences against criminals, if 
resisted, are to go unexecuted, judgments in favor 
of the citizen for the redress of private wrongs, 
or for the recovery of property or estate, are to 
remain a dead letter, and the Territory to be 
delivered over to anarchy and confusion. 

I allude to these characteristics of the proviso; 
but, unconstitutional and deplorable as it is, I 
deem it of less importance than the main question 
which was presented so clearly by my honorable 
friend from Virginia. It is an attempt, not only 
to control the Executive and judiciary, but to dic- 
tate legislation to this codrdinate branch of Con- 
gress for that unconstitutional purpose, contrary | 
to its known will, by attaching that legislation toa 
necessary appropriation bill, and insisting upon 
it as the condition of its passage, the failure of 
which would thus far stop the wheels of Govern- | 
ment. 

Sir, I shall not go further into the subject at the | 
resent time. F should have been vory glad to 
have had an opportunity to do so. think I 

could show that no serious question exists in 
regard to the validity of the Kansas Legislature, 
which the courts of justice could entertain, and 
that no serious question exists as to the validity 
of the laws of Kansas, excepting those which we 
admit to be unconstitutional and void, and which 
have never been enforced; but the occasion for- | 
bids—want of time forbids. Prevented, as I have 
been, by illness, from occupying my seat here | 
for some time past, I could not allow the vote to 
sentiments upon a measure likely to be followed 


by momentous consequences. 
Mr. WILSON. 


far from conforming to the Constitution in this | 
respect, undertakes to confer upon the President i! 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Wil the Senator from 


Massachusetts permit me to make a suggestion © said at the time, t 


But, sir, this proviso invades the executive and | 


a f 
be taken without declaring, thus far at least, my |! 


ir. President—— | 


to him? Whilst we are detaining this bill inthe 
‘Senate, the House of Representatives has nothing 
to act upon.. I-can well conceive that many gen- 
tlemen are desirous of giving their opinions:onthis 
question so grave and so interesting to the.pub- 
lic; but it appears to me the debate might as well 
continue in the shape of reasons given for the 
vote after the vote shall have been taken, as dè- - 
bate in advance, and that the better plan would’ 
be by unanimous consent to take a vote, and 
then let gentlemen who desire to address the Sen- 
ate in justification of their votes go on with the 
debate. If we goon with the debate now, we 
may be three, four, or five days without giving 
the House of Representatives an opportunity of 
knowing our determination. Their hands are 
tied until they hear from us what we are going 
to do with this bill. I propose, therefore, by 
unanimous consent; that we take a vote, and 
go on with the debate afterwards, if that suits 
the Senator from Massachusetts. [‘* Agreed!” 
“Agreed !?*] - 

Mr. WILSON. I should ha ve preferred to go 
on and speak upon the motion made by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia to adhere; but as there seems 
to be a general wish all around the Senate that the 
vote shall be taken, and the debate then go on, I 
will consent to that arrangement. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The question, I 
think, is not upon adhering, but whether the Sen- 
ate will insist and ask for another committee of 
conference. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on adhering. The Senate have already voted 
i to insist. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. [ thought the Chair 
decided yesterday, that the question of insisting 
had priority of adhering. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, We have voted to insist... 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But we can vote 
to insist halfa dozen times. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
decided, that when a bill was first brought from 
i| the House, a motion to insist took precedence of 
a motion to adhere; but the Senate having already 
insisted on its amendment to this bill, the ques- 
tion now is upon adhering. : 

Upon that question the yeas and nays are 
asked for. ; hie. © 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken 
on the motion'to adhere, I wish to saya word in ` 
regard to the question as I understand it.» I am 
not going into a discussion of the matters which 
have been spoken of this morning; but merely 
wish to say a word as to the manner in which 
this bill is before us. : 

It has been assumed by: several Senators that 
the House of Representatives has acted in an 
unparliamentary manner by adhering. Such I 
understand not to be the fact; but the discourtesy 
between the two Houses is on the part of the 
Senate. The facts are these: the House originated 
this bill, and sent it to the Senate. The Senate 
made an amendment by striking out a provision 
ofthe bill. The bill was then returned to the House, 
and the House refused to agree to the Senate’s 
amendment, and informed the Senate of the fact. 
When the bill was returned here with the refusal 
of the House to agree to our amendment, the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Huwrer] moved that 
the Senate insist, and gave notice at the same 
time that he would not move for a committee of 
conference. We were the insisting House. The 
practice, so far as I understand it, has been for 
the body which insists upon its amendment to 
ask for a conference. Here, then, was the dis- 
courtesy. We insisted upon an amendment 
which we had made to the House bill, and gave~ 
notice, when we did insist, that we should ask fer 
no committee of conference. The House had 
then nothing todo but to adhere to the bill as 
they had passed it. They were not the proper 
body to take the initiative in asking for a confer- 
ence. The Senate were guilty of the first dis- 
courtesy. They should have asked fora confer- 
ence according fo the usual practice, when they 
insisted on their amendment to this bill: 

Mr. HUNTER. There was no discourtesy 
| practiced by the Senate on my motion in regard 
i to the House of Representatives. . The mildest 
| form in which we could disagree with the House 


| was that of insisting, and that I proposed. { 
i hat this matter had been can« 
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vassed between the two Houses-so often and so 
long, that I saw no necessity for a conference, 
and should not move for one; but if the House 
asked for one Ishould move to appoint a com- 
mittee of conference to meet them. Nor is this 
course unexampled. It was in that very way 
that we settled the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill last week. It was when 
we had insisted without asking for a conference, 
that the House receded and settled the bill. My 
object was to enable them to get at the question 
sooner, not by way of discourtesy; nor do I pre- 
sume it was so taken by the House. Itcould not 
have. been, for there was no discouriesy in it. 
HI had moved to adhere before insisting, there 
would have been some discourtesy; but, on the 
contrary, I moved to insist. ; 

Mr. SEWARD. I am quite ready for this 
question now as I have been all the way through, 
and expect to be. I have nothing to say if the 
debate stops where it is. It becomes my duty, 
however, to announce before the vote is taken, 
as I have said before, that I am prevented from 
voting by having paired off with the honorable 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss;] and also 
that my colleague, [Mr. Fisu,] if he were here, 
would vote against the motion to adhere, but he 
is absent, and has paired off with the honorable 
Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Firzparnicx.]} 

Mr. CLAY. That is the understanding be- 
tween my colleague, [Mr. Firzrarricx,] who 
was necessarily called home, in consequence of 
the sickness of his family, and Governor Fisa. 
I believe there is a further understanding that if 
either returns he is not to vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 
resulled—ycus 35, nays 9; as follows: 

a, 


YEAS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Buter, Cass, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Dodge, Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Pratt, Pugh, @eid, Sebastiin, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson 
of Kentucky, Toucey, Weller, Wright, aud Yulee—35. 

8— Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Clayton, Durkee, 
Foot, Poster, Hartan, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—9. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to, 


Mr. CLAYTON, [ask now that the resolu- 
tion which I have submitted be taken up forcon- 
sideration, 

Mr. SEWARD. I must object to that, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then it lies 
-over under the rules, as a matter of course. 

Mr. ADAMS. There was an understanding, 
I think, that the discussion should go on after the 
vote had been taken, ‘Lhe resolution offered by 
the Senator from Delaware will give a basis for 
a discussion, and make it inorder. T hope there 
will be no objection to considering it. Objection 
can be made to taking the vote on it if any Sen- 
ator thinks proper; but for the purpose of having 
the discussion in order, as with that understand- i 
ing Senators who wished to debate the subject 
yielded to let us take the vote on the Army bill, 
I hope there will be no objection to taking up the 
resolution, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator 
from NewYork has objected, as the Chair under- 
stands. 

Mr. CLAYTON. May I be permitted to put 
a question to the Senator from New York in all i 
courtesy? I brought forward this measure as a 
measure ofpcace and reconciliation;and I earnestly 
hope the honorable Senator from New York will 
indulge me, so as to permit its consideration. I 
know the honorable Senator is perfectly willing 
to take the responsibility of his acts; but I sub- 
mit to him that to stop the investigation of a | 
measure that is proposed (and I trust itis believed 
on the part of honorable members here; that Lam 
sincere in the assertion that it is intended only) i 
as a measure of peace-—to reconcile the two: 
Houses of Congress, would be to incur a fearful 
responsibility. I put it to my honorable friend | 


t 


from New York, whether under such circum- 
stances as these he can object to the considera- 
tion of this question? He has it in his power, as 
any individual member here has, to prevent the 


consideration of any measure of peace to the | 


country; but will he do that under all the circum- 
stances of this case? Under the exigencies of 
this crisis, fearful as it is, willhe prevent the dis- | 
cussion ofa question of this description before the || 


Senate? J appeal to him, and trust he will with- 
draw his obj | 


t 
I 
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ection, and suffer the measure to be | 


considered. I deem it premature,when bringing || 


forward this resolution to state what are the meas- 
ures of peace and reconciliation which I desire to 
present. It would be improper to state them at 
this time; but it does seem to me, that so long as 
there is a hope cherished—at least so long as there 
is a belief entertained on the part of any member 
ofeither House that a proposition can be made 
which will reconcile the two Houses, the meas- 
ure ought to be considered. I appeal again to the 
honorable Senator to exercise that courtesy for 
which he has always been remarkable on this 
floor, and permit us to consider this question. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I need not 
say that on an ordinary occasion thereisno Sen- 
ator on this floor, whatever my personal relations 
to him might be, who would noteasily draw from 
me a concession so small as it would be to waive 
my single objection to the taking up of a resolu- 
tion which he desired that the Senate should con- 
sider. Iam sure I need not say to the honorable 
and distinguished Senator from Delaware, that of 
all the Senators on this floor he is among the 
very last to whom I would refuse to yield any- 
thing that I could properly yield. Nevertheless, 
sir, I cannot yield this point consistently with 
my sense of duty to the cnt I apprehend 
no such disasters as the honorable Senator trom 
Delaware predicts. I entertain no fears or alarms 
of any great public evil that is to result from the 
action of the two Houses of Congress on this 
question, whether they agree or whether they dis- 
agree. If they agree, it will be in a constitutional 
way; if they disagree, the disagreement will be a 
constitutional disagreement; and I desire that the 
question may go to the country upon that dis- 
agreement.. I desire that it may go in,that way. 
With due deference to so many distinguished 
men from whom I differ here, I have made up 
my mind, after careful weighing of the case, to 
bear my own responsibilities, and I certainly be- 
lieve that it is their desire and their purpose to 
bear the responsibilities which rest upon them. 
I want that disagreement or agreement brought 
about in the ordinary way by the action of the 
two Houses, according to parliamentary rule—by 
the action of the two Houses in conference, ac- 
cording to parliamentary law. I want no depart- 
ure from that law orcustom. I wantno committee 
of seven to meet a committee of eleven. I want 
no change. 1 do not know any good that will 
come from it. Ihave never scen any good come 
from such extraordinary departures from usual 
parliamentary legislation. ‘Therefore, I object, 
although my objection is sufficient to arrest all 
vroeceding for to-day. If the honorable Senator 
is right, and the proceeding which he proposes is 
wise, and the exigency is such as to call for it, it 
will be just as wise and just as right, and the exi- 
gency just as great to-morrow, and then my in- 
dividual objection will be of no avail. {Į can con- 
cede to honorable Senators everything; I can con- 
cede to the honorable Senator from Delaware, as 
1 have said already, everything in the world ex- 
| cept to waive that objection which I take in limine 
to the new policy which he proposes to inaugu- 
rate at this interesting stage of this great debate. 
I prefer—I must bear the responsibility of it, as L 
do cheerfully—to goin the old way. Itis for 
the other House to institute measures—not this; 
and it is for those who differ on this great ques- 


ii tion to determine whether it shall end where it 


; does, or whether in the customary parliamentary 
mode of proceeding we can come to an agree- 


i ment. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Pardon me for saying, in 
| reply to the honorable Senator from New York, 
that this is not the extraordinary proposition 
which he has thought it. Sir, it is just such a 
one as is forced upon us by the extraordinary 
circumstances in which we now stand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Delaware is aware that debate is out of 
order. "i 

Mr. CLAYTON. Tasked the unahimous con- 


| Sent of the Senate to proceed, and I supposed 


there was no objection to the few remarks which 
I wished to make. [‘*No objection.”’] Lonly wish 
to vindicate myself from the charge of having in- 
troduced an improper measure. When the two 
Houses resolve to adhere in regard to any bill, 


| there is but this course left; and every man who 


is acquainted with parliamentary law would tell 
the honorable Senator himself—({ do not mean 
to say he is not well acquainted with it; I think 


! he is)—but I believe every other man here who 
is versed in that law will tell him there is no 
other course, if we wish to save the Army, left to 
us but the one I proposed to adopt. 

I do not stand here to throw censure on the 
Senator who has taken on himself the responsi- 
bility of refusing to allow. the proposition to. be 
considered, Every man has a right to take his 
own course in regard to these things: I can onl 
| express my deep regret that he has come to suc 
a decision. I shall avail myself of another op- 
portunity when a single objection cannot prevent 
the consideration of this measure. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to know whether 
, the Senator from Massachusetts wishes to be- 
heard to-day? if not, I move that the Senate ad 
journ us until twelve o’clock on Monday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The rale ad- 
journs us until twelve o’clock, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Had we not. better meet 
this evening ? 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 
journed to Monday. 


1 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, August 23, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. Task the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table Senate bill (No. 463) to supply an omission 
in the enrollment of a certain act. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist on the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the reception of reports of private bills 
and private business from standing committees. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the United States Commissioner 
in China, transmitting consular returns of fees, 
| &e., and asking an appropriation by Congress, 

in order to carry out the provisions of the act of 
| 1848 in reference to the same. 

Mr. ORR. Is that communication addressed 
to the House? 

The SPEAKER. It comes through the Sec- 
| retary of State to this House, The indursement 
is: “ Received at the Department of State, 22d 
August, 1856. ~ Pi 

Mr. ORR. I only inquired whether it came 
! regularly. 

The SPEAKER. It is transmitted through 
| the office of the Secretary of State—the seal un- 
broken—to the House of Representatives. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Imove that the com- 
| munication be laid on the table and printed. 
The motion was not agreed to, 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHAPLAIN TO THE HOUSE. 


Mr. MACE. For the purpose of perfecting the 
organization of the House, I move that the House 
now procced to the election of a Chaplain, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. I thought a 
Chaplain was elected for the Congress. 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, 
| the Chaplain was elected for the session. by res- 
i olution. ‘ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It has always been usual 
to elect a Chaplain for the Congress. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr, MeMULLIN. I moveacall of the House. 
Mr. ALLISON. If it be in order, 1 move to 
: proceed to the selection of seats. y 
| The SPEAKER, It is not in order pending 
i the motion of the gentleman from Virginia for a 
i call of the House. 
Mr. CRAIGE. On that motion I ask for the 
! yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. - i 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
i the negative—yeas 90, nays 102; as follows: 
: _ YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
| S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Branch, Broom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Bayard 
| Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
: Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 


| 
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dell, Edmundson, Eliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- i 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, 
Hofman, Houston, Jewett, George W., Jones, J. Glancey 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Milison, Millward, Orr, Packer, Peck, Pheips, 
Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, | 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Tal- 
bott, Taylor, ‘Tysun, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, and 
John V. Wright—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Heury Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffiaton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Enitie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafion, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wasbburne, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel 
B. Wright, and Zolicoffer—102. 

So a call of the House was refused. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. RIVERS said: At the close of the last 
session Mr, Harrison received a telegraphic dis- 
patch stating that his mother was lying griev- | 
ously ill. Ihave no doubt that that is the cause 
of his’ present absence. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFEFER stated that Mr. TRIPPE 
had paired off with Mr. Harr, of Massachusetts. 


LEGISLATION FOR KANSAS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. In view of the 
alarming news from Kansas, and of the difficulties 
which cxist here in reference to the affairs of that 
Territory, I ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the resolution which I send to 
the Chair. I would simply say, that if it does no 
good it willdo no harm. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 


Resolved, Thata select committee of thirteen be appointed 
by the Speaker to confer with a similar committee on the | 
part of the Senate, should the Senaie see fit to appointsuch 
committee, and consider the affairs of the Territory of Kan- 
sas, With power to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BARKSDALE, Mr. MATTESON, and 
others, objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. As it is not in order to 
move to suspend the rules to-day, I will do so on 
Monday, for the purpose of having that resolution 
considered. 

CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to call committees 
for reports. i 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I am directed 
by the Committee on Public Lands, to report the 
following joint resolation: f 

Joint resolution (No. 27) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of State and the Secretary of the Interior 
to settle the claim of William Carey Jones for 
certain services. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis nota resolution that | 
has been referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands during the present. session, and is not in 
order, 

The call of committees being concluded, the 
Speaker proceeded to call the States for resolu- 
tions. 


“PROHIBITION OF SLAVERY. 


Mr. MATTESON. 
olution, and demand the previous question on its 
passage: 

Whereas, hy an act passed by the two 
gress, and approved by the President, entitled “Joint reso- 
Tution for annexing Texas to the United States,” approved 
March 1, 1845, articles of compact were offered to Texas for į 
her admission into the Union “ upon certain conditions and 
guarantees,” the thir 
was in these words: 1 
exceeding four in number, 1 


«t New States of convenient size, not | 
n addition to said State of Texas, 
and having sufficient population, may hereafter, by the con- 
sent of said State, be formed out of the territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the Federal Con- 
stitution; and suc States as may be formed out of that por- 
tion of said territory lying orth | 
commonly known as the Missouri compromise line, shall | 
be admitted into the Union with or without slavery, as the 
people of each State asking admission may desire ; andin 
guch State or States as shall be formed out of said ter- 
ritory north of said compromise line, slavery or invol- 
untary servitude (except for crime) shall be prohibited :”° 


I offer the following res- |! 


two Houses of Con- |! 


d article of which tendered compact į! 


south of 36° 30/ north latitude, |; 


I! business of the House, 


And whereas Texas, by a solemn public act, done in a 
convention of the people, according to the requirements 
of the said act of Congress, did accept the said articles 
of compact, and was admitted into the Union as one of 
the United States, upon the “ conditions and guarantees” 
mentioned in said joint resolution, and is now a State of 
this Union in virtue thereof; and whereas the said third 
article of compact as aforesaid, containing a limitation of 
slavery in restricting the number of slave States to be formed 
in Texas south of 36° 30’ to four States, in addition to 
Texas itself, and also a prohibition of slavery, except for 
crime, north of 36° 30 north latitude, is an independent 
and substantive provision, irrepealable by either of the 
contracting parties without the consent of the other, and is 
not repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska act, and could not 
be repealed by that act: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That slavery, except for crime, in all that 
part of the former province of Louisiana, north of latitude 
36° 30/, is, and remains prohibited, and that the President 
of the United States is under a double obligation to see that 
provision faithfully enforced, both as a law of Congress, 
and asa compact with a (then) foreign Power, for a. great 
and valuable consideration. 

And whereas, besides being a compact with Texas, the 
said third article was a compromise between the free and 
the slave States of this Union, with limitation of slavery, 
both as to the number of slave States which might be 
formed in ‘Texas, and the prohibition of slavery north of 
. 36° 30 by virtue of which Texas was admitted into the 
Union, and without which she-could not have been admit- 
ted: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That any attempt to violate said third arti- 
cle of compromise, either by admitting a greater number 
of slave States south of 36° 30’ than allowed therein, or 
| by extending slavery north of that latitude, is a violation of 
i said compromise, and a direct attack upon the harmony and 
| stability of the Union. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
whether that resolution is in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order for the gentle- 
| man from New York to presenta resolution from 
| that State, it having been called for that purpose 
under the rules of the House. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
whether it is in order to call the States for reso- 
| lutions any day except on alternate Mondays? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order on every day 
after the committees shall have been called. 

Mr. JONES. The 26th rule is, that all the 
States and Territorics shall be called for reso- 
| lutions on each alternate Monday during each 
| session of Congress; and, if necessary to secure 
the object on said days, all resolutions which 
give rise to debate, shall lie over for discussion 
under the rules of the House already established; 
and the whole.of said days shall be appropriated 
| to resolutions, until all the States and ‘Territories 

are called through. ; 

The SPEAKER. The 25th rule is the one 
under which the Chair is acting at the present 
time. That rule is, that reports from commit- 
tees having been presented and disposed of, the 
| Speaker shall call for resolutions from the mem- 
i bers from each State, and Delegates from each 
Territory. That is the order of business for 
every day. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the previous 

| question upon the resolution. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman from 
|New York withdraw the call for the previous 
| question a moment, to enable me to make a single 
remark? 

Mr. MATTESON. I cannot. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order. 
| I understand this to be a joint resolution, requir- 
ing the assent of the Senate. 
| Mr. MATTESON. It is not; it is a House 
; resolution. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I understood it to make a 
declaration that involves the action of the Gov- 
‘ernment, which must give it the form of a joint | 


: resolution, which, under the rule of the House, 
| cannot be introduced except in pursuance of no- 


; tice, 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
| the resolution is only a declaration of opinion 
upon the part of the House, and not necessarily 
a joint resolution. : i Aarie Sc) 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I desire to inquire, if 
the previous question is not seconded, whether | 
the resolution must not go over? 

Mr. MATTESON. Certainly. 
| Mr. COBB. I call for tellers, then, on sec- 
| onding the previous question. I want the ques- į 
' tion to be decided whether the House is to trans- i 
| act any general business or not; if itis, I shall 
i ask that we proceed to the practical legislative 
and not take up the time 


| 
| 


| with mere abstractions. 
| Mr. DUNN. Do I understand the Speaker to 
| decide that the resolution of the gentleman from 


New York is a mere declaration of opinion.on- 
the part of the House? sy 
_ The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands 
it. : 

Mr. DUNN. Then I move to lay it on the 
table; and demand the yeas and nays.on that 
motion. à 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to inquire 

whether it is in order to have read the act of 
1850 defining the boundaries of Texas? Task 
that it may be read, and gentlemen will see 
[Cries of * Order !”’ 
_ The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. It 
is not in order to have the paper referred to by 
the gentleman from Tennessee read, except. by 
general consent. oe 

Mr. QUITMAN. I wish to ask whether this 
resolution has ever been printed? ' 

The SPEAKER. Not by order of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. This being a day set apart 
for the consideration of private business, I would 
ask whether itis not in order to move that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar? : 

TheSPEAKER. The previous question having 
been demanded, and the House acting in pursu- 
ance of the regular order of business, it is not 
now in order to move to go into a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

The question was taken on Mr. Dunn’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
101, nays 82; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwala- 
der, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Puller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, 
Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George w. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 
‘Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Oniver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Pennington, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Kivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, 
Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—101. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allison, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton,. James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, : 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hol- 
loway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray,. Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader ©. Washburne, Eiihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—82. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table, 

Pending the call of the roll, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate adhered to their amend- 
ment to the Army appropriation bill, , 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off 
with Mt, Evans on this vote. 

After the result of the vote had been an- 
nounced, : 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the House will not 
adjourn. I would rather that the. House would 
go to the business upon the § eaker’s table. 

The question was taken on Mr. Orr’s motion; 
and it was disagreed to. 


JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. SAGE. I offer the resolution which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk, and call for the pre- 
vious question on it. A f 

Mr. PHELPS. Has the morning hour ex- 

ired? : 
R The SPEAKER. It has not; but will expire 
in twenty-five minutes. — 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, It is in order 
now to move to go to the business upon the. 
Speaker’s table, if the member making the motion 
has the floor; but at the expiration of the morning 
hour any member may arrest another in the 
middle of his speech, take the floor from. him, 
and move to go to the business on the Speaker's 
table. 
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August 23, 


The SPEAKER. In reply to the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee, the Clerk will. read the 27th | 


rule. 
The Clerk read the 27th rule, as follows: 


« After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from 
committees, and resolutions, it shall be in order, pending | 
the. consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a 
motion, that the House do now proceed to dispose of the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the 

day.” 

Mr. Sace’s resolution was then read, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed | 
to cousider the propriety of reorganizing or abolishing the j 
eriminal court in the District of Columbia, and to report 
their action to this House. 


Mr: PHELPS moved. that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. SAGE demanded the yeas and nays. i 

The yeas and nays were ordered. , : 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 87; as follows: 


YEAS~—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowic, Boyce, 
Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. 
Campbell, Caskic, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawiord, Cullen, Davidson, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J.D. 
Fuller, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. arris, 
Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Howard, Jewett, | 
George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- | 
shall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMuilin, MeQueen, | 
Smith Miller; Millson, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Raffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Danicl B. Wright, i 
John V. Wright, and Zotlicoffer—97. 

NAYS~ Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Buflinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaftee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Magler, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, | 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, | 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, į 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
walader. O. Washbume, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
a apum, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MILLSON said he had no objection to the 
inquiry proposed, but would at present vote to 
lay the resolution upon the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of | 
the United States, by Stoney Wensrer, his Pri- 
vate Secretary, notifying the House that he had 
approved and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act for the relicf of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Louis Reggio; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Mrs. Magdalene Brontin, widow 
of De la Ronde; 

An act for the relicf of Henry L. Robinson; 

An act for the relief of Edward Mitchell; 

An act for the relief of William B. Cozzens; 

An act for the relief of John Nash; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Ignacio Delino; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Bernard Hemkin; 

An act for the relicf of the sureties of the late 
Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, United States 
Army; 

An act for the relief of William Humphreys, 
Jr., owner of the fishing schooner Good Ex- 
change, lost at sea; 

An act for the relief of Peyton G. King, late | 
a receiver of public moneys at Monroe, Loui- 
siana; and : 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby | 
Jones. 


SUSPENSION OF THE 21ST JOINT RULE. | 

Mr. HAVEN obtained the floor. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I rise to a privileged 
question. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. COBB. Then I move that the House pro- į 
ceed to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table. My object is to reach the res- 


of the 21st joint rule, in order that we may con- 
cur in it, and bring before the House the Army 


appropriation bill in exactly the condition in | 


which it stood at the adjournment of the last 
session without day. . 
The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Before that is 
done, let the message just received from the Sen- 
ate be read. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the 
Chair will lay the message before the House. 
No objection being made, the message was 
read, as follows: S 


In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
August 23, 1856. 
Resolved, That the Senate adheres to its amendment to 
the bill (H. R. No. 578) making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857, disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 


Mr. COBB. That bill is rejected. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL, (at half past one 
o’clock.) The Senate having adjourned, I move 
that this House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Georgia to withhold his privileged motion for a 
moment, inasmuch as the resolution I design to 
offer is for the purpose of removing out of the 
way what I believe to be the hitch between the 
two Houses, and to pass an Army appropriation 
biil without any improper proviso attached to it. 

Mr. COBB. 1 think the hitch between the 


\| two ELouses is in the bill which now lies on the 


Speaker’s table. When we get to it we can make 
an effort to remove it out of the way. 

Mr. HAVEN. Shall I be entitled to the floor 
when this question is disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be 
entitled to the floor when the States are again 
called for resolutions, the State of New York 
being where the call was left off. 

asin > 3, x 

The question was taken on Mr. Cosg’s motion, 
and it was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the 
following resolution from the Senate: 

IN TRE SENATE oF THE UNITED STATES, 
August 21, 1856. 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That so much of the Ist joint rule as requires six days 
from the commencement of the session, before resuming 
the consideration of bills, resolutions, and reports remain- 
ing undetermined at the close of the last session, be sus- 
pended during the present session, so far as relates to the 
bill QI. R. No. 153) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 

Mr. COBB. JI move that the House concur in 
that resolution, and on that motion call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Georgia that, even 
after the House shall have concurred in the reso- 
lution of the Senate, and suspended the 21st joint 
rule, there will still be an obstruction in the way 


22d rule of the House, which is as follows: 

“ After six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent session of any Congress, all bills, resolutions, 
and reports which originated in the House, and at the close 
of the next preceding session remained undetermined, 
shall be resumed and acted on in the same manner as if 
an adjournment had not taken place.” 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. After we have relieved 
ourselves from the difficulty arising out of the 
joint rule, there will be no difficulty in reference 
to this, unless objection is interposed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It will require 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. GROW. I wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, if this resolution pass, does 
he then propose to ask consent of the House to 
take up the Army bill? 

Mr. COBB. Tdo. 

Mr. GROW. And that alone? 

Mr. COBB. I desire that the House shall pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the Army bill, and to 
no other business. 

Mr. GROW. I have no objection to that. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution of the Senate was 
concurred in. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I now ask the unan- 


oiution from the Senate, for a partial suspension 


imous consent of the House to proceed to the 


of taking up the Army appropriation bill in the į 


consideration of the Army appropriation bill as 
it stood at the adjournment of the last session of 
Congress. I trust there will be no objection. 

No objection being made, the House proceeded 
to consider the bill (H. R. No, 153) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year. ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. COBB. That billis now before the House 
upon the disagreement of the House to the amend- 
ment of the Senate. A motion to insisthas been 
made, and it has failed. I now move that the 
House recede from its disagreement to the Senate 
amendment, and upon that motion I call the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. ‘Will the gen- 
tleman from Georgia allow me to move that the 
House adhere to its disagreement? 

Mr. COBB. I will state to the gentleman frem 
Maine that I have no objection to that motion. 
If the House refuse to recede, the question will 
be upon the motion to adhere. But I prefer that 
the previous question should be exhausted upon 
the motion to recede. 

TheSPEAKER. The message from the Sen- 
ate, notifying the House of the action of that 
body upon the bill, will be reported. 

The message was read; and is as follows: 

In THE SENATE OF TIE UNITED STATES, 
August 18, 1855, 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon their amendment 
to the bill of the House of Representatives, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the Anny for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857,” being House bill 
No. 153, and ask a further conference upon the disagreeing 
Monee, That Messrs. Cass, CRITTENDEN, and BENJA- 
MIN be the committee of conference upon their part. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I hope the demand for 
the previous question, made by the gentleman 
from Georgia, wil] be voted down, unless he will 
allow me to submit a motion to adhere. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Task the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw his motion, and allow me 
to make a motion that the House further insist 
upon its disagreement, and that another commit- 
tee of conference be granted? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would hardly 
be in order. The Chair will state the position 
of the question: when House bill No. 153 was 
before the House at the last session, a message 
had been received from the Senate notifying the 
House that they insisted upon their amendment, 
and asking a committee of conference. The House 
voted down the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Camrsexz,] that the House insist, 
and agree to a committee of conference. Subse- 
quently the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Kunker] moved that a committee of conference 
be appointed. The Chair ruled the motion out 
of order, upon the ground that the motion was 
substantially the same that had just previously 
been voted down by the House. From that 
decision of the Chair an appeal was taken, 

Unless the appeal is insisted upon, the Chair 
will state the question upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Would it not be in order 
to move to reconsider the vote by which the 
House refused a committee of conference, in order 
that this matter may be opened up for further 
conference? ‘The power to move a reconsider- 
ation is in the hands of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia; and I submit that my proposition is the bet- 
ter one. 

Mr. COBB. If, by general consent, a vote can 
be taken upon the motion to insist, and ask for a 
committee of conference, I will not interpose any 
objection. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. GROW. I object. 

Mr. COBB. Then I insist upon my motion 
to recede, and demand the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. rise to a question of order. 
I submit that the gentleman from Georgia cannot 
move to recede pending the appeal taken by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. KUNKEL. I withdraw that. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Was not that appeal 
pending at the time the gentlemanefrom Georgia 
made his motion? If so, I claim the floor, and 
move that the House adhere to its disagreement, 

Mr. COBB. Ihave no objection to consider- 
ing the motion as before the House, to be dis- . 


posed of after my motion shall have been acted 


1856. 
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upon. The question is, whether the bill is to be 


lost or passed ? 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. STEPHENS, I wish to have the ques- 
tion taken separately upon each one of these 
motions. Let the demand for the previous ques- 
tion be first put upon the motion to recede. If 
that motion is voted down, let the other motion 
be made, and then let the motion to adhere be last 
put to the House, if the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia is voted down. 

Mr. GROW. I object to debate. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I trust the previos ques- 
tion will not be sustained. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
Chair whether it is not in order now to move to 
reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
a committee of conference? 
been made. 

A Menger. A motion to reconsider cannot 
be made after the second day. This is the third 

ay. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is not the third day, 
because this bill is now for the first time before 
the House. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If it will be in order to 
do so, as soon as the vote shall have been taken 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Georgia 
to recede, I will move to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the 
House, the motion to reconsider cannot be enter- 
tained. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that 
a suspension of the joint rule, by which this bill 
is brought up in the precise condition in which 
it was in at the time of adjournment, does not 
put itin the power of those who voted with the 
majority to move to reconsider that vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has expressed 
the opinion, that under the rules of the House it 
is not in order to move to reconsider. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no objection upon 
this side of the House to a committee of confer- 
ence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. The gentleman from 
Georgia has made a motion to recede. That mo- 
tion is now before the House. ‘lhe gentleman 
from Maine has madea motion to adhere. Now, 
if the gentleman from Ohio makes his motion to 
insist, and ask a committee of conference, and 
all three motions are before the House, will not 
the question be first upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to recede; next on the mo- 


That motion has not | 


tion of the gentleman from Ohio, if the first be | 
voted down; and then, if the second motion be | 


voted down, the motion to adhere will come up, 
and we will thus have all the motions before us? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will recollect that the motion to insist and 
agree toa conference has been just refused by 
the House. 
Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; but here is a motion 


to recede, which takes precedence of it, and must || 


be voted on before it. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I would inquire whether 
the motion to insist does not always take prece- 
dence? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to insist does 
not take precedence at this time. 

Mr. JONES. Ifthe motion to adhere be not 
admitted, and the motion to recede be admitted 
and voted down, will it not be in order then 
make the motion to insist? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it may be admitted a second time. 

Mr. JONES, Then that motion would come 
in now. 

The SPEAKER. 
it at the present time. 

Mr. COBB. I yielded the floor when I had 


made the motion to recede, in order that the gen- | 


tleman from Maine might make his motion to 
adhcre, for the purpose of enabling all sides of 


the House to have a vote on their favorite mo- | 


tions. I now ask that by unanimous consent the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio to insist and 


ask a committee of conference shall also be in- | 


cluded. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois, and Mr. | 


GROW objected. 
Mr. COBB. Very well; the gentleman from 
Illinois objects. I want it known that we on this 


to: 


It is not in order to make ; 


i 


i 


side of the House were willing to take a vote on | 


each motion. 

_Mr. MILLSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question for one moment, until I can make a sug- 
gestion to him. 

Mr. COBB. Will the 
gestion now? 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by gen- 
eral consent. 

Several Mempens objected. 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman do not 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
and if the motion to adhere is before the House 
as well as the motion to recede, I move a call of 
the House, to be prosecuted to the extent of send- 
ing for absent members. The bill will be de- 
feated if we vote on it under present circumstances. 
Task for the yeas and nays on the call of the 
House. - 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
8.Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskic, Bayard 
Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Eliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Hofi“ 
man, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindiey, Lumpkin, Max- 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor- 
decai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Rufin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shor- 
ter, William Smith, William R. Sinith, snecd, Stephens, 
Stewart, ‘Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wiliams, Winslow, and John V. Wright—83. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aibright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Hillinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Evans, Flagler, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, ‘Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowiton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Samuc! S. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 


gentlemay make his sug- 


Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, | 


Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Quitman, Ritchie, Roberts, Robi- 
son, Rust, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranaban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth—105. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Coxs,] to recede from the disagreement of the 
House to the Senate’s amendment. The gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Wasusurn] moves that 
the House adhere to its disagreement, and the 
previous question is called. Unless a division is 
asked, the previous question will apply to both 
motions. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I ask a division of the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. WASHBURN. _ I object. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Itis competent to call for 
a division of the previous question. : 

‘The previous question on Mr. Coss’s motion 
was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Is it in ordet to move 
the previous question on the other motion now? 

The SPEAKER. It may be stated now or 
subsequently. 3 

Mr. WASHBURN. Iwill move it now. 

The SPEAKER. The motion toadhere being 
pending legitimately before the House, the Chair 
is of opinion that the previous question may be 
called on it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The previous question may 
be called on it; but the vote cannotbe taken until 
after the other vote is taken. 

Mr. COMINS. I rise toa question of order. 


Is the bill whieh you have taken from the Speak- í 


er’s table a living thing, or did it not die with 
the expiration of the session of Congress, which 
ended on the 18th instant? 

The SPEAKER. It was brought before the 
House by the resolution of the Senate in which 
the House concurred. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Cosp’s 
motion, ; i . 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 97, nays 100; as follows: 


S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Jobn P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen; Sinith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 
Taibott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, John v. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barelay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Com- 
ins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Emrie, Flagler,Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
ger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Norton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Wash- 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—100. 

So the House refused to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the Senate amendment. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BUFFINTON said: On this 
have paired off with Mr. Carine. 
vote I should vote $no.” _ 

_Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to recon- 
sider the vote just taken. I desire to know 
whether, if it be reconsidered, it will then be in 
order to move that the House further insist on 
its disagreeing vote, and give the committee of 
conference which was asked by the Senate at the 
last session, my purpose being to respond to the 
call which the Senate has made? 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
House is that the House adhere; and on that the 
main question has been called. If the House 
should reconsider the vote whereby the House 
refused to recede, the question immediately recurs, 
will the House recede? 2 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Could that motion not be 
modified ? i 

The SPEAKER. It could not be modified. 
The House would be immediately brought to the 
question, ‘ Will the House recede from its disa- 
greement?’? Then, that question being disposed 
of, it would come back on the motion of the 
gentleman from Maine to adhere, after which it 
would be in order to move that the House insist. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the Chair to 
rule that, if the motion to adhere be voted down, 
it will then be in order to move to agree ta the 
Senate’s request for a committee of conference? 

Mr. WINSLOW, (at twenty-five minutes after 
two o’clock, p.m.) I move thatthe House do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. Is it in order to move a call 
of the House? a: 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. - 

Mr. PHELPS. I make that motion. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 1 move that the House do 
now adjourn, and call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
WaixsLow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes fifty-eight, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. e 

The previous question was secondêton Mr. 
Wasupurn’s motion. 

Mr. MILLSON called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The main question was ordered. : . 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 97; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Alison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax. Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim- 
othy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 


uestion I 
f I had a 


Perron and 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley || Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
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Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Penning- 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, | 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 

Thorington,; Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washbutne, Elihu. B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
ley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwatader, John P- Campbell, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, E1heridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Fauikner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, 
Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- 
phtey Marshall, Samuel S: Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 

cQueén, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samnel 
A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Vaik, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, 
Wiitiams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer-—97. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. ROBISON stated that he was outside the 
bar when his name was called, or he should have 
voted “ay.” 

Mr. RUST stated that he was unavoidably 
absent when his name was called. 

On motion of Mr. MATTESON, (at ten min- 
utes before three o’clock,) the House adjourned 
until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m, 


Nichols, ? 
ton, Pettit, 
Sage, Sapp, J 
Shanahan, Tappan, 


IN SENATE. 
Mowpar, August 25, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Streruen P. Huu. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
LAWS OF KANSAS. 


Mr. WELLER. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to introduce a bill of which I 
have not given notice. 

Mr. BIGGS. What is its title? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 
A bill abrogating certain laws enacted by the 
egislative Council of the Territory of Kansas. 
Mr. BIGGS. I object. 
Mr. WELLER. hen I give notice that I 
shall introduce the bill to-morrow. ‘The rules 
require one day’s notice to be given. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr, SEWARD. I ask the consent of the Sen- 
ate to Withdraw from the files the papers presented 
some time ago hy Mr. Forrest, proposing to sell | 
to the Government Iorrest Hall, in Georgetown, 
for a custom-house and post office. ILisimport- 
ant to him that he have them. They are private 
papers. 

eave was granted to withdraw the papers. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That John H. Waton have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

GIBBONS AND KELLY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, requesting the return to the Treas- ; 
ury Department of the original papers in relation 
to the claim of Gibbons and i j 
for building light-houses iu California, forwarded 
to the Senate on the 14th of February, 1855, under 
a resolution of January 10, 1855. 

Ön mosf@h of Mr. WELLER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers be returned to the Treasury 
Departinent. | 

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The first bus- 
iness before the Senate is the resolution of the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayTon,] offered | 
on Saturday, for the appointment of a committee 
of seven members to confer with a committee of | 
eleven members of the House of Representatives, i 
to take into consideration the disagreeing votes | 
of the two Houses respecting the bill making ap- | 
propriations for the support of the Army for the | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857, with a view of 


settling the differences between the two Houses. 
Is the Senate read 


lution? 


The title will 


L 


if 


elly, contractors |: ) r 
i to them, and the country I think will expect that 


Mr. MASON. I am not ready for the ques- 
tion on that resolution. I observe that at this 
early hour the Senate is quite thin. Before the 
resolution is disposed of, if nobody else makes 
the motion, I shall move to lay it on the table. 


I can consent to no act on my part, as a member į 


of this body, @hich can be construed into any 
concession that there ought to be negotiation or 
conference with the House of Representatives 
upon the question which divides us, other than 
that which is strictly within the parliamentary 
rule. The proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Delaware is to raise an extraordinary com- 


. . i 
mittee, a committee of unusual numbers, and at 


an unusual time. No conference with this body 
has becn asked by the House of Representatives 
upon the bill now depending, and no conference 


has been asked by the Senate, of the House of j 


Representatives upon it. The last bill that was 


before us, as I understand, according to parlia- | 


mentary forms, has been disposed of by the de- 
termination of each House to adhere. I see 
through the newspapers, that there is another bill 
of the same character pending before that ouse, 
but we have received no communication from 
them on the subject. 

Sir, there are occasions when forms become 
substance, and T think this is one of them. ‘The 


point of division between the two Houses is one | 


that is interesting not only to the measures of the 


Government, but to the Constitution under which | 


the Government is formed; and I confess I am not 
one of those who think it is more important at 
any time to ste how this Government is to be 
preserved rather than how it is to be adminis- 


‘tered. I shall move, as I have said, at the proper 


time, if nobody else does, to lay the resolution on 


| the table, in order that the House of Represent- 
atives may understand from the Senate, that while | 


the present question is pending before us in the 


present form, none other than strictly parliament- | 


ary intercourse willbe held with them, and no 
topic be permitted to intervene, except strictly 
the appropriations for the Army. Iwill notmake 
the motion at this time if any gentleman desires 
to discuss the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I am not a 
stickler for forms when there is a question of 


such deep interest to the country before the j 


body. Qué heret in litera heret in cortice. Ido 
not find any parliamentary difficulty whatever in 
adopting the course which I have recommended; 
but, on the contrary, after having searched the 
Manual and the precedents as far as I can, this is 
the only course that I can find which is left to the 
Senate consistently with its own dignity and sense 
of propriety. The honorable gentleman says, 
and truly, that the bill which was immediately 
before us has been destroyed by the adhering 
vote; but we know well that we sent a bill back 
to the Efouse of Representatives that is not dis- 
yosed of, which isin the very same terms as this. 
Lhat bill is still pending, and ts by a resolution 
kept still before Generoan.: There is groundwork 


cnough, if we desire to settle this question at all, į 
i| for us to proceed upon. 
that in a great exigency like this we should not į 


I humbly submit, sir, 


stickle upon forms; it is too deeply interesting to 
the country. Let us do our duty, and let the 
House of Representatives take its own course 
and its own responsibility. We, after having 
done what we think right in regard to the meas- 
ares that have come here, should freely propose 


we should propose to them, a committee of con- 
ference on the whole question, and sce if we can 


i agree; and if it be not possible to agree, then we 


can go to the country upon the issues that seem 
to be courted by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Sewarp.] 

Sir, 1 am too unwell and have suffered too 


: much to undertake to address the Senate at any 
‘length on this subject. I fee! deeply upon it. 


I 
have the greatest anxiety that this committee of 
conference should be appointed. 1 have the most 


entire confidence, that if such a committee be ap- 
pointed, a measure can be proposed that will be per- 
i fectly consistent with the honor of both Houses, 
; and will settle this question, preserve the Army, 
; and save us from anarchy and civil war. 
| detain the Senate no longer, but ask for a vote, 
| and hope the yeas and nays will be taken on the 
y for the question on the reso- || question. 


Twill 


Mr. HUNTER. I think the resolution had 


| House, 


! more. 


| better be laid over until we have a full Senate. 


Let it be taken up at one o’clock. 
manifestly not a quorum here now. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I will not object to that. 

Mr. WELLER. What are we to do between 
now and one o’clock? 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator from Delaware 
will permit the resolution to be disposed of for 
the present, I will move that the Senate take a 
recess until half past one o’clock. 

Mr.CLAYTON. Why? Is there no quorum 
here? 

Mr. WELLER. We have nothing to do even 
if we haf a quorum. g 

Mr. MASON. I moveto postpone the con- 
sideration of the resolution until half past one 
o’clock, with a view to a recess. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have some reason to be- 
lieve that a message may be expected from the 
House of Representatives announcing to the 
Senate the death of one of the members of that 
Under these circumstances I submit 
whether it is not better to remain as we are. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CLAYTON. A vote may be taken on 
my resolution. If no Senator desires the yeas 
and nays on it, I do not. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope that course will not be 
adopted. I want to waituntil we have a quorum. 
We have not a quorum here now. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I do not know how that 
fact is. 

Mr. CLAY. I propose that we take an in- 
formal recess, as it is suggested by the Senator 
from New York, that we may have a communi- 
eation from the House shortly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no objection, an informal recess will be taken, 
until a message shall be received from the House, 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House concurred in the joint 


There is 


_ resolution of the Senate for the suspension of so 


much of the 21st joint rule as prohibits business 
from being resumed at a new session of Congress 


| within six days, to permit the House to take up 


the bill (H. R. No. 153) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857. 


DEATH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM. 


The following message was afterwards received 
from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Cur- 
Lom, their Clerk: 

Mr. Presinent: I am directed by the House of Rep- 


| resentatives to announce the death of the Hon. James 


Meacuam, jate a Representative from the State of Ver- 


i mont, and to communicate to the Senate the proceedings 


of the House of Representatives thereon. 
The resolutions of the House were read. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, the message we 
have just received from the House of Represent- 
atives brings to us the melancholy announcement, 
that death has again entered that Hall, and taken 


| from our midst another of our associates in the 


legislative councils of the nation. During the 
session preceding the last Congress, the sad duty 
devolved upon me of announcing to the Senate 
the death of my immediate associate and col- 


| league upon this floor. This morning it becomes 


again my painfal duty formally to announce to 
this body the intelligence, which had already 
reached us through the swift-winged telegraph, 
of the sudden and lamented death of a colleague, 
and my own immediate Representative upon the 


| floor of the other House. 


The Hon. James Mracuam, a member of the 
House of Representatives from the State of Ver- 
mont, died on the morning of Saturday last, the 


i 23d instant, at his residence in Middlebury, in 


that State, at the age of forty-six years. ‘Two 
weeks ago he left this city on account of the im- 
paired state of his health, with the hope and for 


|| the purpose of seeking quiet and rest and resto- 


ration in the retirement and seclusion, and amidst 
the more congenial influences of his own home. 
How true it is that ‘“ we know not what a day 
may bring forth!’? How true it is that ‘the 
ways of Providence are inscrutable” by the mind 
of frail and finite man! He went home but to 
return to his post of honor and of public duty no 

He went home but to die. tie went home, 
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and lay down to die amidst those he loved, and T 
who loved and honored him. He went home but | 
to take his immediate and last farewell of wife | 
and children, of kindred and friends, and all there | 
is of earth. 

Mr, Meacuam was a native of my own county 
and town of Rutland, in the State of Vermont, | 
where he was born in 1810, of humble but re- 
spectable parentage. He was bereft of both father 
and mother in his carly youth. Without patrimo- 
ny, and without the care and guidance of parental 
counsels, he was cast, an orphan child, upon the 
chances and accidents of life, thrown upon his 
own resources, and left to give shape and direc- 
tion to his own fortunes amidst a frowning and | 
ancharitable world. He had none of that senti- 
ment of false pride in the time of his most suc- 
cessful fortunes which could regard it as any | 
disparagement to his character, his influence, or | 
his rising fame, that several of his earlier years | 
were spent in the cabinet-maker’s shop. His | 
vigorous and active mind, however, sought a more | 
extended sphere of exertion and usefulness. His | 
early and earnest desire was for a liberal edu- } 
cation; and his native energy and enterprise of | 


j 


character enabled him to make the requisite prepa- | 
ration for admission to college; and, with theaid | 
of a few family friends, he passed through a full | 
and regular course of academic study at Middle- | 
bury College, where he graduated in 1832, with | 


\ 
marked credit and distinction, for general scholar- į 
| 


ship. 

Aher the completion of his academical course ; 
of studies, he spent some time as a teacher, in | 
the capacity of principal of the academy at St. į 
Alban’s, and as a tutor in his own alma mater, i 
meanwhile pursuing a course of study prepara- | 
tory to the ministration of the Gospel, and which | 
he completed at the Theological Seminary at |! 
Andover, Massachusetts. Shortly after he left | 
that institution, he was installed as the pastor of | 
the Congregational Church and Society in New- : 
Haven, Vermont, where he officiated for several | 
years with great acceptance to that people. A! 
vacancy having occurred in the chair of “ Elocu- ‘ 


tion and English Literature’’in Middlebury Col- | 


lege, he was invited to the charge of that profess- | 
orship by the unanimous voice of the board of | 
trustees of that institution, and which was ac- i 
cepted by him upon deliberate consideration, with || 
the reluctant assent of his church and society in | 
New-Haven. He officiated in this capacity for | 
some years with singular ability and with great ! 
credit to himself and the institution; when, in | 
1849, a vacancy occurring in the national House | 
of Representatives from the district in which he || 
resided, on account of the resignation of Hon. | 
George P. Marsh, then recently appointed Min- : 
ister Resident at the Court of the Ottoman Porte | 
at Constantinople, Mr. Meacuam was selected | 
with great unanimity by his district to fill the | 
vacancy. The indorsement of four successive | 
elections, by large and decisive majorities, attests «| 
the appreciation of his character, his ability and | 
services, by an intelligent constituency. Hehad ; 
also been placed in nomination for a fifth term, : 
which, had he lived, would, without question, on | 
“to-morrow week have been ratified by a more | 
emphatic voice from the freemen of the district | 
than at any former election. f 
During most of his term of service in the House | 

he has taken an active and prominent part in the | 
business of legislation, and participated to a con- || 
siderable extent in the discussions upon the lead- ; 
ing questions of the day which came before that | 
body. During the late protracted and exciting | 
session he held the important and responsible | 
position of chairman of the Committee for the ' 
District of Columbia; and during the preceding | 
four years he was one of the tnree members of | 
the House of Representatives to whom was, 
assigned, by the presiding officer of that House, 
the honorable trust and position of Regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution; and at the time of his) 
death he was a member of the board of trustees | 
of Middlebury College. . . j 
Such, Mr. President, isa very brief and imper- | 
fect statement of the public career and services of !) 
James Meacnam, which have now been sud- | 
denly cut short by his melancholy death. The |! 
several places of distinction and honor which had 7 
al 

| 

| 


1 


if 

H 
aj 
H 
i| 


been rapidly conferred upon him manifest the: 


high appreciation of his character, and show forth ' 
the high estimation in which he was held by’ 


those who knew him longest and who knew him 
best. The story of such a life—the honors which 
in subsequent years gathered thick and fast 
around the apprenticed youth of the workshop— 
furnish but another and a striking exemplification 
of the clevating and ennobling character, and the 
beneficent influence, of the civil institutions of 
our popular system of government—a Govern- 
ment which opens the pathways to honorable dis- 
tinction alike to all, and which invites to seats of 
honor within the inner temple of fame the meri- 
torious and the well-deserving from among the 
humblest, as well as from among the highest and 
the proudest of the sons of men. 

The impaired state of Mr. Meacmam’s health 
for the past two years, and especially during 
the late session, had in a considerable measure 
disabled him from taking the active part in the 
discharge of his public duties which he had hith- 
erto been accustomed to give to them. When 
he came here at the opening of the present Con- 
gress disease had already made its deep impress 
upon his countenance, and .eemed to have marked 
him as an early victim for the grave. He still 
expressed the hope and the confidence that the 
returning warmth and genial influence of the 
coming spring and summer time would bring with 
them returning health and strength and vigor to 
his enfeebled frame. The spring and the summer 
time came, but they brought no healing on their 
wings forhim. The king of terrors had set his 
seal upon him, and but too early claimed his 
victim, 

James Mracuam was generously gifted by 
nature. Possessing an active and logical mind, 
he was a terse and vigorous writer, and a ready 
and forcible public speaker. His mind had been 
disciplined by severe study, and was well stored 
with classic literature and general knowledge. 
He was a man of thought and reflection; firm and 
decided in the opinions he had deliberately formed, 
and which he was in the habit of expressing with 
entire frankness and freedom, yet observing all 
that deference and courtesy towards the dissent- 
ing opinions of others which belong to his char- 
acter and his position. 

I owe it to the occasion and to the truth to 
say, as his friend in lifeand his mourner in death, 


that his liberal endowments and shining qualities | 


were not all unmarred by faults and failings into 
which temptation has but too often led the best 
and the noblest of our race. And who of us, I 
may ask, Mr. President, has not his faults and 
failings? To say that he had them not would be 
to claim for him an exemption from the frailties 
of our common humanity. But he had his vir- 
tucs, too, and they were many and marked. Let 
them survive and be cherished in the memories 
of the living. We would cast the vail of charity 
over the crrors of his life, whatever they may 
have been, and let them rest and be forgotten in 
the silence and the sacredness of the tomb. 


“This afflictive bereavement brings sadness and | 


sorrow to hearts whereof the outward world takes 
little note. Iam notabout to enter the chamber of 


private grief. I would tread softly on the thresh- | 
old which opens to the house of mourning. I| 


would not lift the vail which hides from the 


world’s cold gaze the desolation of heart and of | 


hope which has fallen with such crushing weight 
upon that afflicted household, 1 
gave, and whose right it is to take away, sustain 
by His mighty arm that stricken family circle in 


this hour of their severe and sudden trial; and |! 
may they feel the supporting and grateful assur- | 
| ance that He who has brought upon them this 


deep affliction ** docth all things well P? 

Mr. President, we are again admonished of our 
own frailty, of our own mortality. Our daily 
counsels are once more arresied by the messen- 
ger of death, Once andagain, and now and again, 
hag this ‘* king of terrors’? stalked into our very 
midst. Missouri, Virginia, and now my own 
State, have cach in quick succession been called to 
follow in the solemn funereal train. Is it not well 
for us to pause from our daily business for a brief 
hour to look on the work of death? Is it not 
well for us, when the voice of the ** destroying 
angel”? is sounding in our ears, that we should 
cease for a little while from the cares and dis- 
quietudes of our daily avocations; that the tumult 
of our daily strife may be hushed for a moment 
in the presence-chamber of death; that we may 
sce, and feel, and know that we, too, arc mortal, 


May He who 


that we, too, are dying men? And, above all, is 
it not well and wise that, amid the cares; and the 
| strifes, and the tumults, and the angry collisions- 
which surround us, we should give heed to the 
voice which speaks to us from the skies, in tones 
of solemn admonition, ‘be ye also ready !”? 

I offer the following resolutions: 

Resotved, That the Senate receives with sincere segret 
the announcement of the death of the Hon. James MEA- 
CHAM, late a member of the House of Representatives from 
| the State of Vermont, and tenders to the relatives of the 
į deceased the assurance of their sympathy with them under 
the bereavement they have been called to sustain. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. Meacnam a certified copy 
of the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, As a mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I rise to 
| second the adoption of these resolutions. It was 
my fortune to have been born in the same county 
with the deceased. I knew him in early life. 
There was much in his early history, and in the 
struggles and efforts which he made, to command 
| my hearty sympathy. After a long separation 
we met again in these Halls, and we have been 
associated in the regency of the Smithsonian In- 
stitution. Hence I may say that I knew him 
well, and I may also add that every man who 
‘knew him well must have had the highest and 
most sincere respect for his character. He was 
|a bold, true, faithful man, to the principles of 
i action which he believed to be right. There was 
| mach in his character to admire, much in his 
i social qualities to love. It was with the deepest 
pain that I heard of his decease. It brought back 
to my mind many, many early reflections and 
| associations that have been very affecting, and 
must leave a lasting impression on my mind. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 25, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
; proved, 

| The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
| order to be the call of committees for reports. 


RETURN OF ABSENT MEMBERS. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Irise to what I suppose 

| to be a privileged question. I offer the following 
| resolution: 
l Resolved, That the Sergeant-at- Arms be directed to arrest, 
/ and bring to the bar of the House, all such members as are 
l] absent from this city; that the Clerk of the House be in- 
| structed to cause a copy of this resolution to be telegraphed 
| to the capita! of each State, to be published in the two 
i papers having the largest circulation, and that he be author- 
i ized to pay the expense of the same out of the contingent 
und of the House. 


| Mr, CAMPBELL, of Ohio, 
| not a privileged question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, I move to suspend the 
rules. 


i 
| 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL. The rules of the House 
| 
| 


| 
\ 
i 
| 


I object. It is 


1 


provide an ample remedy for compelling the at- 
tendance of absent members. I hope the motion 
|| will be voted down. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Idemand the yeasand nays 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. R . 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
: the negative—yeas 87, nays 99; as follows: 


i 
| Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 


i 
it 


| 
| 


il 
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Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, Me- 
Carty, Killian: Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, 
Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, 
ftephens, Stranatian, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thars- 
ton, Todd, Traftou, Wade, Wakéman, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Ysraei Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth—99. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
not having voted therefor. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, stated that on his 
return to the city he learned that he had been 
paired off by his friends with Mr. Reavy. Ac- 
quiescing in that arrangement, he therefore de- 
clined to vote. . 

Mr. ROBBINS stated that he had paired off 
with Mr, ENGLISH. j 

Mr. SNEED stated that on Tucsday last he 
met Mr. Puryear in Richmond, who had not 
then received any certain information of this 
called session, but stated that, if he should re- 
ceive such information, he should return here as 
soon as possible. 


DEATH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, being the only 


Representative now present from my State, it 
becomes my sad duty to inform the House of 
the decease of my colleague, the -Blon. James 
MEACHAM. 

At twelve o’clock, m., on Saturday last—not 
having been apprised of his condition since his 
departure from this city—hoping that the cooler 
and more bracing atmosphere of the North had 
proved beneficial to his system, and seeing that we 
were not likely to adjourn immediately, I sont a 
telegraphic dispatch summoning him to return 
here without delay; but he had already obeyed 
that. higher summons—a more swift dispatch — 
to which we all must in turn give heed, and had 
departed to 

The undiscover’d country, from whose bourn 
No traveler returns”? 

This event took place at three o’clock on Sat- 
urday. morning last, at his residence in Middle- 
bury, Vermont, On'Tucsday preceding our recent 
adjournment he left here, by the advice of his 

ghysician, to join his family; and, before we had 

fused of his arrival there, we are surprised by 
the announcement of his death. His health had 
been failing, as was apparent to us all, from the 
commencement of the session; and at some pe- 
riods he was so iil aud suffered so much as to 
excite not only the apprehension of his friends, 
but of himself. Tt was my fortune to be fro- 
quently with him upon such oceasions; and in 
one of these desponding moods, walking in the 
front Capitol grounds, he volunteered to give me 
a few facts relating to his early history, with 
which I was unacquainted, remarking that 1 
might be called upon to use them at no distant 
day. [rallied him by saying that his chances 
for life, with his naturally robust frame, were fee 
better than mine; but, if he desired to make so 
poor a trade, | would exchange facts with him— 
my trash for his riches. 
here) running up to us at the moment, broke off 
the story in the middle, never to be resumed. 
And now he is broken eff in the meridian of life, 
and in the midst of usefulness; but, we trust, in 
the Christian’s hope, to be resumed and renewed 
in the life incorruptible and immortal. 

Little dreaming that any recurrence to that 
conversation would ever become necessary, I did 
but half garner in my memory his modest, and, 
as I now find, far too meager recital of some events 
in his personal history. 

James Meacriam was born in the town of Rut- 
land, Vermont, A. D. 1810, and was consequently 
at the time of his decease forty-six years of age. 
He lost his parents while a mere youth, and was 
thus left to commence the battle of life with no 
resource but an active and vigorous constitution. 
He disclosed at once his mastery over himself 
and the accidents of his position by putting 
both his hands and his mind sternly to their daily 
task. While serving an apprenticeship in his 
native town, in a cabinet-maker shop, he found 
time and means to prepare himself for admission 
to Middlebury College, and from this institution 
he subsequently graduated with marked distinc- 
tion. After remaining there a year or two as 
tutor, he prepared himself for the ministry at the 


His little boy (then | 


Andover Theological Institution, and then be- 
came a settled pastor of the church in the town of 
Newhaven, Vermont. After afew years of most 
acceptable labor here, where his discourses, by 
their fervor, point, and classic elegance, had 
secured the foundation of a growing reputation, 
his alma mater sought and obtained his services 
by calling him to the professorship of elocution 
and English literature. This station he filled for 
three or four years with equal honor to himself 
and advantage to the institution. 

In A. D. 1849, he was first elected a member 
of this House, to fill a vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of the Hon. George P. Marsh, who 
had received the appointment of Minister to Con- 
stantinople. After four successive elections he || 
was again a candidate, by the unanimous nomi- 
nation of his party, for a fifth term of service in 
this body. 

For the past four years, and until the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress, 
when his failing health admonished him to decline 
its honors and its labors, he was an intelligent 
member of the Regency of the Smithsonian In- || 
stitution, where he was recognized by his asso- 
ciates as a man of superior mind, who not only 
appreciated the objects of that institution, but 
had an enlightened comprehension of the ae | 
and utility of the various means adopted by the 
board to carry out the design of its beneficent 
founder. If any difference as to measures arose, 
he showed thatit was not a blind and unreason- 
ing difference; and exhibited, by his independent 
course of thought, the full strength of his posi- 
tion. He took manifest interest in this institu- 
tion “ for the increase and diffusion of knowl- 
edge among men,’? and gave punctual and care- 
ful attention to all its business. 

In the present Congress he filled the important 
post of chaisman of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

My first acquaintance with Mr. MEACHAM, 
commencing when we met here in December last, 
affords me little knowledge of 

“ That best portion of a good man’s life- 


Ilis little, nameless, unremember?’d acts 
Of kindness and of love 5?? 


so that I have been compelled to confine myself 
to his public character, and to the dry detail of 
facts, though I may say that in my personal in- 
tercourse with him, while he was a man of de- 
cided spirit, and while his disease tended to fold 
him in the genus irritabile, I have found him 
gentle, kind, and touchingly. grateful for any 
solicitude manifested in his behalf. 

Tie wasa man of marked ability, ripeness of 
judgment, indomitable will, and unwavering in- 
tegrity. His scholarship, never ostentatious, 
was varied, solid, and useful. As a debater, he 
appeared, perhaps, too rarcly, never except to 
diseuss some question immediately before the 
House, and then always commanded the most 
respectful attention. Tis arguments were always 
clear and cogent. His diction, distinguished for 
its terseness and purity, was enforced by an 
earnest and energetic delivery. But, with so 
many qualificatious fer usefulness to his country 
and for increasing the brightness of his own fame, 
his carcer is closed forever, and we have only to 
express the brief tribute of our grief for his loss. 

He leaves to deplore his fate a devoted wife 
and an interesting family, whose grief will suffer 
no diminution because a large and intelligent 
circle of acquaintances are touched with kindred 


i 
| 
sorrow, nor because his district, alive with thou- 
| 


sands of unfaltering friends, is suddenly ranked 
as his chief mourner. 

In our brief career this is the third instance 
where we have seen the ambition of one of our |; 
fellow-members forever extinguished, the hope |} 

ee >. $ i 
of families crushed, and the pride of States ob- 


| alma mater. 
| and mine mingles falteringly in the sad ceremonies 


1 
the announcement of the death of Hon. James MEACHAM, 
| a member of this House from Vermont. 


Resolved, That this House tenders its sympathy to the 
ow and family of the deceased, and, as a testimonial of 
respect, that the members and officers of this House will 
go into mourning by wearing crape on their left arm for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 
communicated to the widow of the deceased. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect, this House 
do now adjourn. 


Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise 
for the purpose of entering upon any extended 
eulogium upon the character of the deceased. I 
rise simply to second the resolutions which have 
been offered. But, sir, [deem it proper to state 
that itis now nearly a quarter of a century since 


i I was first brought into contact with the distin- 


guished deceased. We were brought into rela- 
tions with each other, which, to me at least, were 
most endearing, and most important to my future 
prospects, In these relations I received such 
constant kindness, such care and such interest 
for my future welfare, in connection with others 
bearing the same relations, that I have ever felt 
that I owed to him a debt of gratitude which I 
could never repay, but which I the more cheer- 
fully acknowledge. 

Iwill not, as I said before, enter upon any ex- 
tended remarks upon the character of the deceased. 
The short time in which we have associated here 
makes it far more proper that I should leave this 
tribute to those who have been longer connected 
with him in this field of action. But, sir, our com- 
| mon nativity, and the circumstances I have men- 
tioned, connected with my, early education, and 
the suddenness of the announcement which has 
been made, have greatly increased the force of the 
shock. 

The last interview I had with the Hon. James 
Meacrtam was scarcely ten days ago. We were 
then anticipating a meeting to occur this,week, 
in which both of us were to mingle in the scenes 
of our early youth; there to seck repose, and 
recruit our shattered health. To-morrow we 
were to have met under the very walls of our 
To-day his voice is hushed in death, 


of the occasion. Surely, ‘(In the midst of life 
we are in death. ”? . 
Mr. Speaker, I second the resolutions, 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, the marked 
attention the House has given to what has just 
been said, is no more than might have been 
expected from those who knew James Mracuam 
as he was known to us. When, but recently, 
we were summoned to the post of duty, we did 
not suppose he was so soon to be summoned to 
the presence of his God. But, sir, the vacant 
scat, and the sad announcement we have just 
| heard, mingle our warning with the assurance 
i that ke as dead. 
| ‘This Hall, so often swayed by passion, so often 
i the theater of a noble rivalry, is now the apart- 
j ment of sorrow. Faccs which yesterday beamed 
i with animation, show signs of grief to-day. 
| Hearts which then heat anxiously, while watch- 
ling the result of impending struggles, are now 
| sad and subdued; and I am pleased that it is so; 
| for with all our imperfections, under the antag- 
| onistic influences which more or less control our 
‘actions and opinions, none are to be found who 
i can withhold the tear of sympathy at an hour 
like this. 

A colleague is dead. Though brief the announce- 
i ment, what more can be said to impress us with 
charity and forbearance, or teach the folly of 
ambition and the vanity of earthly things? But 


| that announcement is doubly impressive when 
' we are told that, of us all, James Mzacuam was 


the “shining mark” at which the shaft of death 
was hurled. 


scured. Such lessons as these should lead us to 
pause and review our actions, abate our heated 
strifes, and teach us the real value of the trans- 
itory things which now so wholly engross our 
passions and affections. Are we ready to bear 
the great final ordeal to which our brothers have 
been subjected only a little in advance? 

& Fis greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 

And ask them what report they bore to Heaven.”? 

Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the fol- 

lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep regret |; 


As he was for many years a member of this 
body, I have known him during my brief con- 
gressional career. I may say I have known him 
intimately and well, and to all that has been so 
justly and fitly said of his personal virtues, my 
neart yields a willing response. While his 
bounteous hand was ever open to meritorious 
want, his generous sympathy, his kindness and 
gentleness of disposition, lent a radiance to the 
circle in which he moved. Of acknowledged 
learning, he was remarkable for his modesty. 
Of enlarged public experience, and great abil- 
ities, he never sought improperly to lead his 
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friends, or invite public attention to his efforts. 
Whatever he believed his duty required, he 
did not hesitate to perform; nor did he stopdo 
count the cost to himself, or shrink from respons- 
ibility, because others would not share it with 
him.. It is no small praise to say that those who 
placed him in public life retained him there. 
[hey never abated their affection for the man, 
or their confidence in the public servant. A 
member of the present Congress, he had been 
nominated for the next. Few men of his years 
had achieved so much. None have left a purer 
fame, or one more honorably earned. But, sir, 
I rose only to second the resolutions, and to say 
a word because of my affectionate regard for the 
deceased. I need not speak of his high intel- 
lectual endowments, his many virtues, or his 
ublic services; to you and the people of his own 
tate these things are known. ” 
_ But yesterday, he was here, giving promise of 
increasing usefulness with the advance of years. 
To-day, we offer this last tribute to his cherished 
memory It is all we can do. To those whose 
hearts are broken by this sad bereavement, we 
ean offer no more. Jn this their hour of deepest 
anguish, owr condolence, our sympathy, must be 
unavailing, It is pleasant, however, to know that 
wounds in the heart of infancy will not always 
bleed; that childhood may learn and love forget- 
fulness. Bat there is one to whom no human 
effort can bring happiness or peace: she who 
taught his children to lisp the name of ‘¢ father?’— 
whose earliest love ‘made ambition virtue’ — 
whose sympathy cheered him on in every strug- 
gle, and shared his many triumphs;—she itis who 
must ever be a mourner, with no consolation but 
the Christian’s hope. 


Mr. DICKSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the priv- 
ilege of adding a few words to what has been so | 
beautifully, and at the same time so truthfully, 
said by those who have preceded me. My ac- 
quaintance with Mr. MeacHam commenced with 
this session of Congress, and, I am free to say, 
my first irapressions of him were in the main un- 
favorable. I thought him cold and distant. That 
feeling, however, during our daily intercourse, 
gradually, though surely, gave way; and I found 
myself, before his departure from the city, which 
was thought by many of us to be his last leave, 
drawn towards him, and receiving impressions 
of him that time alone can ever obliterate. 

Having been a practicing physician for over 
twenty years, my heart naturally, I believe, 
warmed towards those, either male or female, 
whom I found ministering to the wants of a sick 
room, and watching with deep solicitude the 
progress of the disease, regardiess of danger to 
themselves. They have ever appeared to me as 
ministering angels, with benevolence, in bold 
relief, stamped on their brow, while underneath 
may be found, in living letters, ‘thy reward 
awaiteth thee.’? With these I classed Mr. 
Mracna, of Vermont. ‘I was sick, and he 
visited me;” his calls were regular, and always, | 
with a benign and pleasing aspect, saying, “ You | 
are looking better this morning,’’ ‘you will | 
soon be well again, I hope,” and other cheering 
and encouraging expressions, always welcome 
to a sick chamber. I have secn him in a sick | 
room, and though feeble himself, ready and | 
willing to do all in his power to alleviate the dis- | 
tresses of his prostrate friend. This I believe to 
have been a characteristic of Mr. Meacuam, and 
that goodness of heart and kindness of feeling 
towards his fellows were prominent traits in his 
character. Mr. Speaker, opal not say less of 
him. J will not say more. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I should do 
violence, Mr. Speaker, to every emotion of my 
heart, did I withhold my humble tribute of re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased. : 

Mr. Meracnam was chairman of the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. My acquaint- 
ance with him was but of recent date, having | 
been derived from our mutual association on that 
committee. In that connection F had daily inter 
course with him, and it was in that sphere tha- 
the impression was deeply made on me that he | 
was entitled to the highest esteem as a man. 


À 
Itis known to this House, Mr. Speaker, that |! 


the lamented deceased and myself differed widely i 


in polities. In that respect we entertained no sen- | 
I will do him the justice to ii 


timent in common, 


| the partisan passions which, engendered, are too 


il est man.” 


F 


say that, in the business of the committee room, 
he never uttered a sentiment that would have | 
wounded the feelings of the most sensitive south- | 
ern mind. Mr. Meacnam’s political opinions! 
were no doubt formed from the honest conviction į 
that they were right. They were, in my judg- 

ment, erroneous; but being sensitive of that pro- | 
priety which rebuked their expression in other 
than appropriate places, he pursucd a course of 

conduct which enabled him always to be courte- 
ous with those between whom and him there was 
a difference. 

As chairman of the Committee for the District 
of Columbia his bearing was dignified and polite. 
Adhering always to the strictest rules of duty, 
his trust in that relation seemed always to be 
discharged with the strictest regard to justice and 
propriety, and left no one to doubt that he was 
actuated by the most rigid impartiality. Mr. 
Meacnam possessed a richly cultivated mind, 
which, being moved by an honest heart, blended | 
reason and prudence as the intimate companions 
of his every action. j 

Peace be to his memory! Let the living be 
admonished by this sudden change of one who 
was, but a few days since, of them, but who is 
now of the things that were but are not; that, 
like unto him, we may soon be called to discharge 
the debt which he has paid. Let his demise warn 
us that nothing of the earth should deter us from 
pursuing that unbroken line in life, a departure 


from which may preclude us from the enjoyment į 
of those things thatare not yet, but will be, if we | 
work for the possession of that bliss which is as | 
far above worldly distinctions as are the heavens | 
above the earth, or the brightness of the noon- 
day’s sun to the evanescent light of the glow- | 
worm. 

Invested, as we are, with the legislative func- | 
tions of a nation, let this providential dispensa- | 
tion be viewed as an admonition that Heaven has 
an eye to the preservation of this Government— 
the richest boon ever willed toman. Let us divest 
ourselves of every selfish consideration, discard 


apt to sway us, and adopt that policy which will 
best promote our national happiness and perpet- 
uate our national freedom. 

Whilst, by this national bereavement, Provi- | 
dence forcibly impressed with that divine moral 


“ that in the midst of life we are in death,” it has || 


necessarily inflicted wounds which none, save | 
He, can heal. The loving wife has lost a devoted | 


husband—the fond child a dutiful parent—the |i 


State a distinguished Representative—society a} 
beneficent member, and science a bright gem. | 
These are his virtues, which no one can detract 
from the casket of his memory. Whilst few of 
us can hope to reach his attainments in learning, | 
we can endeavor to emulate his goodness and vir- 
tues. The memory of the man and scholar whom 


we regarded in life, commands our best respect i 


now that he is dead. 

Mr. Speaker, this feeble tribute represents not | 
only my feelings, but those of every one of my | 
colleagues on the committee of which the de- | 
ceased was chairman. Humble though it be, in 
their and my name I offer it to his virtues. 


Mr.GIDDINGS. Irise onthe present mourn- | 
ful occasion toadd my humble voice in this trib- | 
ute of respect to the memory of a deceased friend | 
and fellow-member. Mast cordially do I unite 
in all that has been said of his virtues and intel- 
ligence. I have associated from my childhood | 
with his relatives and friends, Our fathers were ; 
neighbors and intimate associates. Many of his | 
relatives are residents of my district. To them 
to all his numerous friends now scattered in dif. 
ferent States, I send the assurance of my condo 
lence and sympathy. 

I served with the deceased during his member- : 


ship of this body. To his personal kindness, | 
hiselevated patriotism, his devotion to his official | 


duties, his dignified bearing as a statesman, I 
bear cheerful testimony. He has been suddenly | 
removed from our councils. We deplore his | 
departure. In his death we have lost an able | 
member, and that noblest work of God, an ‘‘hon- | 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- | 


tions were agreed to; and thereupon (at five min- i 
‘utes to one o’clock) the House adjourned until | 
| to-morrow at twelve o'clock, m. if 


! sanction of the Senate. 
| Representatives take shelter under other pro- 


| 
i 
j 
i 
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| 
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IN SENATE. 
Turspar, Mugust 26, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Srernen P. Hitt. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, at this 
brief and extraordinary session, there has been 
but little opportunity for complying with the 
rules; and, though I have given no notice accord- 
ing to the rules, 1 desire to ask leave to introduce 
a bill to amend the act of Congress entitled “ An 
act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas,” approved the 30th of May, 1854. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itwill require 
unanimous consent to introduce the bill, 

Mr. BIGGS. I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I give notice that 
to-morrow morning I shall ask leave to introduce 
it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The notice 
will be entered. 


OLD ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcray, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House adhcrad.to its amendment dis- 
agreed to by the Senate™to the bill (H. R. No. 
153) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1857. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The notice 
will be entered. 


KANSAS LAWS. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire now to introduce a 
bill of which I gave notice yesterday. 

There being no objection, leave was granted; 
and the bill (S. No. 464) amendatory of an act 
passed the 30th of May, 1854, entitled “ An act 
to organize the Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas,’’ was read the first time, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to move that the bill 
be printed; and I give notice that I shall call it up 
to-morrow, and endeavor to obtain the action of 
the Senate upon it. I deem it a matter of very 
great importance. I am exceedingly anxious to 
get away from here, and am willing to do all in 
my power to obviate the difficulties that now exist 
between the two branches of Congress. This is 

reciscly the same provision which is contained 
in the eighteenth section of a bill which we sent 
some time ago to the House of Representatives. 
The House, in a different form, have also ex- 

ressed their dissent to those laws which are now 
in force in the Territory of Kansas. I know 
very well that no prosecutions have taken place 
under those laws, nor has an attempt as yet been 
made to enforce them; but they are so infamous 
in their character, that I am unwilling they should 
stand upon the statute-book of any of the Terri- 
tories of this Union. I believe they violate not 
only the organic law, but the Constitution of the 
United States. Iam anxious, therefore, to do all 
in my power to wipe them ovt. This proposition 
has already, as I have said before, received the 
It is true, the House of 


visions of the bill. I do not wish that it shall be 
within the power of the President of the United 
States to enforce a single onc of those laws which 
are abrogated by the provisions of this bill. 

But, sir, I have no disposition to trespass upon 
the attention of the Senate now. I have not 
engaged in the discussion of this question during 
the last session. I have purposely avoided it. 
I do not participate in that feeling which seems 
to have taken possession of those engaged in the 
discussion of it; but 1 am anxious to go as far 
as I dare go in relieving the Government from the 
difficulty in which it is now placed. I feel the 
more the necessity, because, as chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, I am brought 
directly in contact with that department of the 
Government, and am anxious that that right arm 
of the public service shall not be palsied at the 
present time. , : 

Mr. BIGGS. lask for the reading of the bill. 

"The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been 
read the first time. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to remark that the 
publications in the Intelligencer and the Union, 
this morning, are both inaccurate. They have 
taken the eighteenth section of the bill introduced 
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by. the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomns,] as 
it was first reported, instead of taking the bill 
with the section as it finally passed the Senate. 
It will be recollected that that section was amend- : 
ed on the motion of my friend from Missouri, 
{Mr. Guyer.] That amendment is contained in 
the bill which I have introduced; and hence it 
“will be discovered that the publications in the 
Intelligencer and the Union are both inaccurate. 
They ‘leave out the amendment made on the 
motion of the Senator from Missouri, 

Mr. BIGGS. With that explanation I desire 
it to be read. 

Mr, WELLER. Let it be read the second 
time, and printed. 

Mr. BIGGS. I move to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no objection the bill will be read a second time. 
The Chair hears none. 

The bill was read a second time. It provides 
that, inasmuch as the Constitution of the United 
States and the organic act of Kansas Territory 
have secured to the inhabitants thereof certain 
inalienable rights, of which they cannot be de- 
prived by any legislative enactment, therefore no |! 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualifi- 
cation to any office orgfblic trust; no law shall 
be in force or enforced in the Territory respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or of the right of the peo- 
ple peaceably to assemble and petition for the || 
redress of grievances; the right of the people to || 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and seiz- 
ures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall || 
issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath f 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the person or things 
to be seized; nor shall the rights of the people to || 
keep and bear arms be infringed. No person |i 
shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise 
infamous crime, unless on a presentment or in- 
dictment of a grand jury; nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a witness against him- 
self, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. In all criminal prosecution, the 
accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury of the district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascer- | 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with 
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process of obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 
The privilege of habeas corpus shall not be sus- || 
pended unless when, in case of rebellion or inva- 
sion, the public safety may require it. In suits 
at common law, where the value in controversy || 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved; and no fact tried by jury 
shall be otherwise reéxamined in any court of |) 
the United States than according to the rules of 
the common law. Excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted. No law 
shall be made, or have force or effect in the Ter- 
ritory, which shall require a test oath or oaths to | 
support any act of Congress, or other legislative 


act, as a qualification for any civil office or public | 
trust, or for any employment or profession, or to |; 


! is to act, or before the judiciary; 


State. I think itisright that we should do now 
what did not occur to us then, as no such difi- 
culties had existed in previous cases in the organ- 
ization of Territories. I have, therefore, no 
objection to voting for this bill. 9 
unwilling to cast my vote in favor of any bill 
which undertook to revise specifically the laws 
of Kansas, on the ground that a particular law 
was inexpedient, or that we would not pass such 
a law ourselves; but I view this bill as nothing 
more than a declaration of rights, which secures 
the people of Kansas against improper legisla- 
tion, in the same manner as the State constitu- 
tions secure their people against improper legis- 
lation by their State Legislatures. 

On that ground I can support this bill; but 
under no circumstances can I be brought into 


to the legality of particular laws. That belongs 
to them. Under no circumstances can I agree to 
modify, or control, or restrain, the constitutional 
power vested in the Executive in reference to the 
use of the Army or any other portion of the 
forces of the United States, when the exigency 
arises in which, undér the laws, itis both his right 
and his duty to use it. But this bill falls within 
a principle to which I readily accord. Thereare 
certain of the laws of Kansas which are unques- 
tionably, in themselves, shocking to the moral 
sense. There are certain of the laws of Kansas 
that invade natural right. Iam perfectly willing, 
by a declaration of rights, to abrogate those laws; 
because on theirabrogation, inthe mode alone in 
which we can abrogate them, or ought to abro- 
gate them, (which is by a declaration of what 
species of laws shall not be passed,) the question 
will necessarily arise before the Executive, if he 
so that, if the 
laws are inconsistent with these principles, they 
must necessarily fall. On this ground, and for 
this reason, I can vote for the bill, though I could 
not vote for a specific abrogation of the laws of 
Kansas. 

Mr. WILSON. Ihave an amendment as un 
additional section to this bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a 
motion before the Senate to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BIGGS. Of course, if the Senator pro- 
poses to amend the bill, J waive my motion until 
the amendments are offered, so that they may be 


printed. 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to have the 
amendment printed with the bill, if the bill is to 
be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment will be read, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

And. be it further enacted, That the one hundred and 
fifty-first chapter of the alleged laws of the ‘Territory of 
Kansas, entitled “ An act to punish offenses against slave 


property,” with such other provisions of that code as recog: |! 
| nize and protect slavery as a | i 


Territory, and all provisions which establish official oaths 
other than those specified in the organic act, or which re- 


| quire any test in regard to slavery or the fugitive slave law, || 


to be applied to attorneys, jurors, or voters, or which sus- 
pend the writ of habeas corpus, or which allow any other 
than actual residents of said ‘Territory to vote, or which 
allow juries to be selected in any other manner than by lot, 
or which punish citizens of said ‘Territory by chaining them 
together and exposing them to labor on the public works, 


same are hereby, declared inoperative and void; and itis 
further dectared, as the deliberate opinion of the Congres 
of the United States, that all persons under arrest or indict- 
ment in said Territory for treason or other alleged political 
oifen houid be immediately released. 

Anil be it further enacted, That the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas shall order an clection in said Territory on 


gerve as a juror, or vote at an election, or which |, 
shall impose any tax upon or condition to the || 
exercise of the right of suffrage by any qualified 
voter, or which shall restrain or prohibit the free | 
discussion of any law or subject of legislation in |} 
the Territory, or the free expression of opinion |; 
thereon by the people of the Territory. 
Mr. BAYARD. I can vote for this bill not |i 


exactly for the reason stated by the honorable |: ; 


Senator from California, but because I look upon 
it as a declaration of rights merely. It proposes 
to do now what perhaps it would have been as 
well to have done in originally organizing the 
territorial government; thatis, make a declaration | 
of rights for the protection of the people there, 
whilst they remain in a territorial condition. 
They could not do it for themselves, because they 


it 


| shall be eligible to enter upon the discharge of their dutie: 


the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in Noverber 
next, af which time all persons wao were actual bona fide 
resident citizens of said Territory on the first day of May, 


more than $590. 


And ten days after said election, all persons chosen. to ofice 


to the exclusion of all persons now claiming such authority. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, in 1854 a law | 


was passed to organize a territorial government 


a : : > 
could form no constitution until they become a | 


I should be | 


an interference with the action of the judiciary as ; 


ized institution of said | 


with iron chains and balls attached to them, be, and the | 


i 
| 
i 
i 
i 
l 
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for each of the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska. The theory of that law was to commit 
tẹ the people of those Territories the right to 
legislate for themselves, in such manner as the 
might deem best. I voied for the law.. I did it 
under a sort of duress. Ishould have been much 
better satisfied to have organized those Territories 
as other Territories have been organized, more 
majorum; but I voted for it because there was no 
| concession made to the occupants of the Territory 
which the Constitution did not authorize, and 
because, from my experience of the legislation 
| of Congress upon the subject of slavery, I thought 
it was much safer to trust the people who might 
go there with that subject, than to trust it with 
Congress. $ 

But two years have elapsed, and what do we 
find? We find propositions now made to undo 
what was then done, to take fromm the people the 
right to legislate for themselves, or to prescribe to 
what extent they shall legislate, and to what ex- 
tent they shall not. Such I considered the char- 
acter of the bill that was passed here by the Sen- 
ate at its late session; and although I did not vote 
against the bill, E did not vote for it. I conceded 
to that extent my own judgment to the opinions 
of those in whose opinions 1 had confidence, and 
with whom I was accustomed to act, reserving 
my judgment by refraining from voting at all. 
Bat the bill passed the Senate and went to the 
House of Representatives. What has been the 
result? They have allowed it to sleep; and, so 
far as I am informed, have given it no considera- 
tion whatever. But now, what has been done 
in that House? Upon every appropriation bill, 
as far as I recollect, they have sought to ingraft 
|| legislation in reference to the people of Kansas, 
taking from them what the law of 1854 had given 
to them, not altogether, but prescribing to the 
people upon what subjects they were forbidden 
to legislate, by annulling the laws on those sub- 
jects. They gradually took it from every bill, 
the Senate refusing to sanction it, until we were 
brought to the Army bill, upon which the House 
have made their stand, refusing to give supplies 
to the Army unless we Icgislate, making that bill 
the vehicle of legislation, for the purpose of re- 
voking or rescinding what they assume to be 
unjust or improper laws in Kansas. 

Now, Mr. President, I have not read those 
laws. Ido not know that I have read one of 
them. Ihave casually seen the volume on the 
desks here occasionally; but I have not had my 
attention called to it. I have, however, yet to 
learn that any portion of the American people, 
whether they come from the North or the South, 
who are assembled under the sanctions and obli- 
gations of legislators, can make laws which can 
be justly denounced as we have heard them de- 
nounced, and denounced from so many quarters, 
as atrocious and infamous laws. Ihave yet to 
i| learn that any portion of the American people, 


ii come from where they may, can be justly sub- 
|| jected to that sort of censure in such a place as 
this; but yet we have heard them denounced on 
all hands, some of the laws as unjust, as atro- 
!| cious, as infamous, laws which require the para- 
mount authority of Congress to intervene—to do 
what? Protect our people against themselves! 
That is very much the character of the legislation 
that is proposed. 

Sir, I know there are many laws in the south- 
em States, where the institution of slavery be- 
ongs, that would shock the sensibilities of some 
people of the non-slaveholding States, and which 
they, witha species of fanaticism, would denounce 
as unjust, and atrocious, and infamous laws, be- 
cause they trench upon human rights and human 
| liberty; but yet there is not one of the southern 
people who is not perfectly satisfied that such 
| laws are not only just but ‘expedient and wise, 
and tend to the best ends of the promotion and 
furtherance of civilization. They pass harmless 
y such denunciations, f know further that 
there are many laws in the non-slaveholding 
States for the government of their people—‘* free 
| people’’—that never could be ingrafted upon the 
f code of the people amongst whom I was raised, 
i because we consider that they would convert 
| man into a mere machine, make his understand- 
| ing and will subservient to the legislation of the 
| occasion, or of popular emotion, and breed up the 
| worst race of men that were ever bred up under 
free institutions, as we think. Gentlemen in those 
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States think otherwise. It would be just as wise 


for the people of the southern States to say to | 


them: ‘ Why, you have got infamousand unjust 
and atrocious laws, which will be ruinous to your 
population and their character,” as it is for us to 
say so to the people of Kansas, or any other people 
on earth. I think—if I am not mistaken ander the 
guidance of the venerable Senator who sits at my 
right (Mr. Cass]—it was insisted from time to 
time that any portion of the American people 
who are assembled and claim to be a political 
community, should be treated as such, and should 
be allowed to legislate for themselves in their own 
way. z 

Mr. CASS. I never maintained anything like 
it—never. 

Mr. MASON. I did not mean to state any 
specific doctrine of the Senator; but my impres- 
sion (I did not ascribe it with any feeling of any 
kind in the world) was, that this was a political 
theory of his; and I was about to say that fora 
time I gave in to it to some extent. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator does not mean to 
misrepresent me; I know his honor and intelli- 
gence; but he wholly misunderstood me. If he 
had taken any pains to examine my speech on 
the subject, he would understand that I never 
maintained any such doctrine—that is, what was 
baptized here as “squatter sovereignty.” I do 
not believe in what is called squatter sovereignty 
to that extent. I believe in the right of man to 
govern himself; but I do not believe in the right 
of any body of men in any part of this Union to 
start up and call themselves a community, and 
legislate for themselves, The most extreme point 
to which the doctrine was carried, in my opinion, 
was in the case of California, to which I cheer- 
fully assented. I repeat now what I said then, 
in substance, that ifa community under your 
supervision and directionis without law and gov- 
ernment, and you will not give one to them, they 
have, by the laws of God and man, aright to 


form a political community for themselves and | 


govern themselves; but if you do your duty they 
ought to obey your laws. 

r. MASON. Mr. President, I do not think 
I have misstated the Senator’s position, as he 
has restated it, in the slightest degree. I was 
about to add that, in the cage of the law of 1854, 
to some extent, I gave in to it. In doing so, I 
sought to avoid a greater evil by submitting to a 
lesser one. But be that as it may, the law of 
1854 does concede to this people the right to frame 
their own legislation for the government of their 
own domestic affairs, including the institution of 
slavery, as well as every other subject that is 
interesting or necessary in political communities, 
subject only to the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States. 

Now, I cannot but think that any legislation 
which we may attempt here, for the control of 
the people of Kansas, (however so not intended, ) 
will be legislation in bad faith, because it will be 
in derogation of the clear faith of the law of 1854. 
What right have we to denounce their legislation 
as atrocious and infamous, or as unwise and in- 
expedient? If it is against the Constitution, our 
revisory power, which is wisely reserved, might 
be properly exercised; or if it is against any ex- 
isting law of the United States, it might be prop- 
erly exercised; but when it pertains to their do- 
mestic relations alone, and they have considered 
it wise and expedient to enact it in order to pre- 
serve the peace and avoid insurrection, to guard 
the public morals, or for any other reason, that 
we should interpose our superior wisdom, and 
say their laws are to be revoked or annulled, I 
cannot but think is somewhat in bad faith to this 
people. ; 

If there had been in the bill of 1854 what was 
called squatter sovereignty, nothing could have 
reconciled me to it; for! should have looked upon 
it as a greater evil than any which, in my judg- 
ment, it was intended to avoid; but the legislation 
there is required to be in subordination not only 
to the Constitution, but to the laws of the para- 
mount authority of the United States. I shall 
object, therefore, to any legislation here in refer- 
ence to the people of Kansas, unless, at least, it 
could be much more considered than it is possible 
for us to consider it in this fragment of a session 
into which we have been, I believe, necessarily 
drawn. i 

But again, sir, whatis the present posture of 


| affairs? _ We were told by the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, and justly so, the other day, that 
we are in a crisis in the public fortunes of this 
country, and in the fortunes of the Government 
under which we live. We have been told from 
many quirers (and I agree) that the movement 
which has been made to indulge this public sen- 
tment represented in the House of Represent- 
atives, is a revolutionary movement in its char- 
acter; that, if it succeeds, it will be a precedent 
by which the popular branch will engross all 
political power, and the States represented here 
will be put at defiance, and the Government, to 
that extent, will be overturned; the wedge will 
have been introduced into the block, and it will 
require buta few more blows to rive it, and change 
our Government from what it was designed to be 
under the Constitution, This is a revolutionar 

; movement. I am one of those who think it 
i Should be met on the threshold, and not one step 
| taken retrograde on our part. It should not be 
allowed to go into precedent to the slightest 
extent, As to its paralyzing the military arm of 
the Government, bad as that is, it is infinitely 
j better that one arm should be paralyzed for the 
time, than that the seeds of decay and dissolution 
should be thrown into thetrunk. Sir, unless we 
can pass what has aptly been called here a 
| “ clean” bill for the Army—a bill of an appro- 
|| priative character exclusively—I should infinitely 
|| prefer passing no bill whatever; and would appeal 
|| from what I believe this to be--a factious, acei- 
|| dental, transient public opinion in the non-slave- 
|| holding States, as represented in the popular 
| branch, to the States themselves, as represented 
| herc. I would make the appeal without any fear 
| whatever, 

It is my purpose, Mr. President—and, there- 
fore, I refrain from going far into the debate—to 
; move to lay the bill and amendment on the table; 
and I feel it incumbent on me, if no other gentle- 
man does, to make the same motion in regard to 
every proposition of every kind that contains any 
| concession to those who are endeavoring to carry 
| into effect the revolutionary views of that popu- 
| lar sentiment to which 1 have alluded. Whenit 
‘is done, and the Army bill is passed, if it is to 
i| pass at all, I shall listen with respect—great re- 
spect, and will go into deliberation with gentle- 
men who desire to go into deliberation, on the 
propriety or impropriety of legislating on the 
subject of affairs in Kansas; but not till then. 
How we are to legislate, or whether we are to 
legislate at all, is a matter for myself, at least, for 
subsequent consideration. It has been asked by 
imany gentlemen and asked very considerately 
and gravely —amongst others, I think, by my 
| honorable friend from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTEN- 
| pEN,] for whose judgment and opinions I have 
habitual respect—are we to do nothing for Kan- 
| sas; are we to leave things as they are; are we to 
allow these people to shed each other’s blood, and 
not interpose? Mr. President, we have made 
Kansas for the time being a political community. 
We have conceded to her people the right to pass 
| their own laws, and to be governed by those laws. 
We have no right to say they are incapable of 
self-government, and to interpose in their behalf 
to shield them, one from the other. I know, as 
| I have no doubt other gentlemen know, that what- 
| ever may be the state of things in Kansas, the 
| accounts come to us in the most perverted, inflated, 
| and exaggerated form. 
| 
E 
i 


| 
| 
| 
j| 
t 
j 
| 
| 


ij human nature advises us that it is true, in the 
general, that on the eve of an election, where we 
| stand now, opposing parties are putting forth 
| everything to inflame and to unsetile the public 
j| mind on every subject; and I have abundant rea- 
| son to believe, that the game is played upon no 
| subject more frequently and urgently than itis in 
| reference to Kansas affairs. 

It is not competent for the General Government 
to interpose in the States to put down transient 
mobs that arise. In the large cities we have them 
almost weekly. What is the State of California? 
There is an organized political community, a 
State, a sovereign State, possessing and exercising 
: every power of government over the people within 
the State. Whatis their condition? It is said 
that a body of four or five thousand men in the 
city of San Francisco have now in their hands a 
power before which the power of the State quails. 
This may be some transient heavings of popular 
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We hear every day, and | 


the law; transient, however—always transient 
before the intelligence, and the wisdom, and the 
| mind of the American people everywhere. But 

have we any right to interpose. there? It'is a 
| delicate thing to interpose; known to be so by the 

Constitution, strictly and rigidly guarded, to pre- 
vent the Federal Government from interposing to 
allay these transient excitements that may -exist 
in the States everywhere. Sir, I believe in my 
| conscience if we were to pass any laws here in 
reference to Kansas now, we should do infinitely 
more harm than good, be the statutes there what 
they may, by exciting and inflaming the minds 
of that people whom we now claim to be under 
pupilage, though by the law of 1854 we gave them 
full power to govern themselves. For one, sir, 
as 1 am at present: advised, and strongly im- 
| pressed, I think it would be inexpedient and 
unwise in the highest degree to enter into an 
| legislation whatever for Kansas of any kind, 
| until we have the Army appropriation bill passed. 
Then, if any gentleman thinks it desirable, or 
wise, or expedient, for one 1 will cheerfully go 
| into deliberation with him to know if anything 
is to be done, and what itis. 

I move that the bill and amendment lie on the 
table, and I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senator will not 

ress that motion. Other Senators may desire to 
| be heard. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WELLER. Ihave only afew words to 
| Say in reply to the honorable Senator from Vir- 

ginia. Tam very sorry that he regards this bill 
| as calculated to encourage the revolutionary feel- 
ing that is now abroad in the country. Iam 
certain that I am one of the last Senators on this 
floor who would contribute towards the excite- 
ment which unhappily divides and distracts por- 
tions of this country. I would to God that I 
| could restore peace and quietude to it. The effect 
of this bill is simply again to do what the Senate 
did some four or five weeks ago. The Senate 
regarded those acts passed by the Legislative 
Council of Kansas Territory as not only unjust 
| in their character, and oppressive upon the peo- 
ple, but in derogation of the organic law, and in 
| violation of the Constitution of the United States. 
Some of these acts are revolting to every feeling 
| of humanity, and grew out of the intensity of 
| excitement produced by the extraordinary efforts 
| made by New England aid societies to control 
the political destinies of Kansas. Enraged to 


| 

! 

| 

| 

| 

| 
it Virginia, but I choose to repeat, that it is the 
j 
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madness by their efforts, the pro-slavery Legis- 
lature enacted laws which all right-minded men, 
all true patriots, must condemn. 

Sir, these laws violate the Constitution—some 
of them its letter, and others its spirit. Is not 
freedom of speech guarantied by the Federal 
Constitution to all the people of America; and is 
| there not a law in the Territory of Kansas which 
comes directly in conflict with that provision of 
i the Constitution, and declares that the people 
there shall not be allowed to discuss a particular 
| question upon which, ere long, they must be 
| called to decide? You have conceded, by the 
| terms of the organic act, to the people of Kansas 
| the exclusive right of determining for themselves 
| what character shall be given to their domestic 
j institutions; yet under that law organizing the 
Territory you have a legislative act prohibiting 
the discussion of the question upon which they 
alone can decide, I say, and I repeat, that such 
a law is an infamous law. This may be in bad 
taste, according to the notions of my friend from 


most atrocious act that ever found its way upon 

the statute-book of any free people, in any age 

of the world; and I choose to say so here. Yes, 
i sir, I say it here. When I find laws that are in 
| direct conflict with the Constitution of the United 
i States—laws denying the freedom of speech —I 
do not propose to wait for the judgment of your 
judicial tribunals. The Senator from Virginia 
tells me that it is a judicial question, and when 
| passed upon by the courts of the United States, 


' he will acquiesce in the decision. - 


Mr. MASON. Clearly. 

Mr. WELLER. When, according to the con- 
: victions of my judgment, I find an act clearly un- 
| constitutional, Í will wipe it from the statute-book 
| without waiting to hear the judgment of your 


| liberty, misguided, misdirected, armed against ‘i 


; judiciary. Wipe it out, sir; that is the word! 
Herein is the difference between the Senator from 
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Virginia and myself. f desire to do all I can to 
abrogate those laws which contravene the Con- 
stitution that you and I have sworn to support. 

Mr. President, although those people were in- 
vesied with the power of legislation, it was pre- 
scribed in the very terms of the organic law that 
their legislation should be in conformity with the 
Constitution of the United States. I say it has 
not. been in-conformity with that Constitution. 
Now let me ask the Senator whether I am doing 
anything towards increasing theexcitement which 
pervades a portion of this country by proposing 
to abrogate laws that do not receive the judgment 
of a solitary Senator on this floor? Task the Sena- 
tor from Virginia whether he justifies those acts— 
whether, if he were a member of the Legislative 
Council of Kansas, he would have voted for them? 

Mr. MASON. I have not read the laws; but | 
if there are laws there prohibiting conversations, 
or speeches, or discussions, public or private, on 
topics which the Legislature thinks ought not to 
be a subject of discussion or conversation, I say 
leave it to them to decide for themselves; I pass 
no judgment on it. I am the better satisfied to 
leave it to them, knowing that, if their acts be in | 
contravention of the Constitution, the judiciary 
will annul them, Thatis the theory of our Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, the Legisla- 
tive Council of Kansas was created by Congress. 
‘We invested them with the power which they 
are exercising under our law. If they have 
violated that organic law, or if they have viola- 
ted the Constitution, I think there is an obligation 
resting on us to annul their enactments to that 
extent. This is my opinion. I should place a 
much higher estimate on the opinion of my 
friend, if he had taken the trouble to read the 
laws to which I refer. 

But, sir, this bill is not now upon its passage. 
I know not what may be its fate. I have intro- 
duced it from a solemn conviction of duty, with- 
out consultation — without the advice of those 
with whom I am politically associated. I shall 
be content with the discharge of this duty, in 
doing all in my power to wipe out acts which 
disgrace the age in which they have been passed. 
I prefer, however, that this bill shall be defeated, 
if at all, upon its merits—not by indirection. It 
is not necessary to refer it to the Committee on 
Territories, because all these propositions have | 
been before that committee; and the very bill 
which I introduced, received its sanction, and 
was ingraficd into the bill of the Senator from 
Georgia, (Mr. Toomns,] reported by them, and 
enacted, so far as the Senate is conecrned, into a | 
law. There is, then, no necessity for sending it 
to that committee, unless the object be to prevent 
action upon it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall not occupy more than 
ten minutes of the time of the Senate; but I 
desire to say a few words, which will show my 
consistency throughout the whole of the discus- 
sion, and all the indications in reference to the 
government of Kansas. 

When f came to the Senate of the United | 
States, and was placed on the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, the laws of all the Territories were referred 
to that committee. We inspected them with a |} 
full understanding that the territorial government, 
whatever it might be, derived its powers from 
Congress, and from an act of Congress; and that, 
being derivative in their nature, they were revo- 
cable like any other power of attorney. If I can 
understand one thing from another, a different! 
opinion was suggested by some gentlemen; and | 
the opinion certainly obtained through the press, |! 
that, when you once organized a territorial gov- || 
ernment, you invested it with an irrevocable | 
powornot of sovereignty—I will not say that, i! 

ecaftse my friend from Michigan never went so ! 
far as that, nor do I know that he went so far as | 
to say those laws might not be subject to the || 
judgment of Congress. But, sir, when we put 7 
into operation this territorial government, it was | 
under a charter emanating from Congress. Itii 
had no powers which it did not derive from Con- | 
gress—no more than we had ourselves. I neve 
conceded to the notion of squatter sovereignty 
as 1t was called; but I say they had no power but: 
what they derived from the act itself, and to that, 
they must refer for all their powers. lt was very | 
full. We gave them an amplitude of jurisdiction 
by that bill, supposing that they, an Anglo-Saxon | 


race, familiar with the doctrines of the common 
law, a people accustomed to the obligations of the 
Federal Constitution, were capable of self-gov- 
ernment. We were willing to confer on them an 
amplitude of jurisdiction scarcely known before 
in the history of the legislation of this country. 
I conferred it. I conferred it, however, with a 
distinct understanding, that if at any time they 
assed laws that were unconstitutional, or in vio- 
ation of the bill of rights, I never could, con- 
sistently with the opinions I then entertaineg and 
expressed, give up all control to them, so far as 
regards these cardinal questions. But if, in rela- 
tion to particular statutory“laws, we are to amend, 
control, and modify them at any session we 
please, we had better abrogate the whole Kansas 
act, and leave it to Congress to legislate, from 
time to time. If, because one act does not please 
us, we sweep it out, and if, because another does 
please us, we adopt it, then, if they do not alto- 
gether have such laws as we like, we can abolish 
them all. This would be to say that we gave the 
ower, and can resume it arbitrarily at pleasure. 
t is a palpable contradiction. 

The general bill of rights of my friend from 
California is no more,in my opinion, than would 
obtain in any community professing to be gov- 
erned by the Constitution of the United States. 
I have heard many of the Kansas laws hinted at; 
T have read some of them; and Iam asked, asa 
legislator, whether, on my responsibility, I would 
approve them. I would say no. Whether, how- 
ever, I would undertake to modify or to amend 
them, is another matter; that is a very different 
province. If you put a government in operation, 
with the machinery of courts, and all the other 
appliances peculiar to a free government, | will 
trust to that government until it does wrong. 
They cannot do wrong if they are governed by 
the Constitution of the United States. It is im- 
possible. If they have passed laws which are, 
as they are said to be; objectionable to a degree 
offensive to morality, as well as violative of the 
Constitution of the United States, I say those 
laws will fall harmless; they will never touch, in 
my opinion, any man, before any jury, whether 
it be a jury of slaveholders or non-slaveholders. 
If discussed before a jury on high considerations, 
the man tried under such laws as I have heard 
indicated would come off harmless, if the judge 
did his duty. Ifhe did not do his duty, certainly 
there would be an appeal. 

But we are afraid to trust the judicial tribunals 
of that Territory. After we have put into oper- 
ation a government, we are afraid to trust it; and 
when we find it does not square exactly with our 
notions, we amend it. That was not my idea 
when this law went into operation. I voted for 
it distinctly on the broad ground that I conferred 
all the power I had, and that I could confer none 
which {Í did not have. We subjected this people 
to the Constitution only, and the judicial modes 
of ascertaining what the Constitution was. fn 
that point of view, I could not consistently vote 
to repeal this law or that law. I may be asked 
whether I go so far as to contend that this charter 
is irrevocable—that it confers on this people such 
power thatit can never be revoked. Isay no such 
thing. As long asthe Territory is in its incipient 
state, it has no such condition as Mr. Grote 
speaks of among the different Grecian States—no 
such right as what is called autonomy, to give 
themselves existence. They cannot have that 
until they become a State. Then the autonomy 
which has been contended for in the form of 
squatter sovereignty applics. It was contended 
at once thatthey had it. When it was contended 
for, I met the argument that they became a self- 
existent community from the time of the territo- 
rial organization. I never went so far as that. 
During the territorial existence | have never sup- 
posed they had that autonomous character which 
is spoken of by the civilians. Now, if we un- 
dertake to legisiate on these subjects the whole 
experiment is gone. I could vote for this general 
bill of rights of my friend from California. Iam 
entirely willing to enact that as a rebuke, and in 
some measure as an indication, to the Legislature. 
Beyond that F could not go. 

Mr. BROWN. When thissection was moved 
as an amendment to the last Kansas bill, reported 
from the Committee on Territories, I was one of 
three who voted against it. I was opposed to it 
then; Lam opposed to it now; and mean to vote 


against it in any form in which it can be presented. 
‘When we passed the original Kansas act, we de- 
clared to all the world that the people of the Ter- 
ritories had the right to make laws for themselves, 
subject only to the limitations of the Constitution. 
‘When we were asked what is meant by the lim- 
itations of the Constitution, and who is to determ- 
ine what are those limitations, we answered on 
all sides that is a question to be determined by 
the courts. Never once by any living man was 
i it asserted that Congress was to be the judge as 
to what the limitations of the Constitution were, 
Now, gentlemen come in and tell us that because, 
in their judgment,’ the laws of Kansas do not 
conform to the Constitution, we are called upon, 
and needs must obey the call, to overturn those 
laws. 

Now, sir, I do not pretend to say that I would 
vote for such laws. I would not. Ido not pre- 
tend to say that I approve of the laws as they 
stand. I do not approve of them. What I 
contend for, is simply that that is none of my 
business. The people of Kansas have~passed 
those laws. If any portion of the citizens there 
are dissatisfied with them, they have precisely 
the same remedy which you and I, if we had 
gone to the Territory, would have had if laws 
had been passed obnoxious to us, They have 
their right to appeal to the Supreme Court; andif 
that right is not amply secured by the present 
legislation of the country, I am ready to secure it 
in the amplest manner possible. Istand prepared 
to guaranty any sort of appeal which the people 
of Kasas or any portion of them, may desire 
to prosecute. I would even go to the extent of 
putting these appeal cases at the head of the 
docket, and requiring the Supreme Court to hear 
and determine them in advance of all other cases; 
bat I am not willing, and will not, on my respons- 
ibility as a legislator here, interpose with a decla- 
ration that these laws are unconstitutional, and 
that, therefore, f am not only called upon, but 
imperatively bound, to blot them from the statute- 
book. The Senator from California says these 
laws are disgraceful to the age in which we live, 
and that he is ready to wipe them from the statute- 
book. Sir, if the Wilmot proviso had been 
passed, of they had Jaws excluding slavery from 
the Territory, I should have regarded such laws 
as unconstitutional; but if I had come here and 
asked Senators to help me to repeal such legisla- 
tion, would they have done it? Would they not 
have told me, ‘according to the original bill you 
are remitted to the courts for your remedy; if any 
constitutional right of yours has becn invaded, 
appeal to the en arsed your remedy there, and 
if you obtain it, we acquiesce; if you fail, you 
must submit.” That measure of justice which 
you would mete out to me or my people, mete out 
to others and their people. That measure of jus- 
tice which you would mete out to the South mete 
out to the North, and then there will be no just 
ground ofcomplaintanywhere. Task you whether 
you are going to say to the southern States, “if 
the legislation be against you, you must abide by 
it until you can have overturned it in court;” and 
to the people of the northern States, ‘if the legis- 
lation be against your prejudices or your princi- 
ples, you have but to appeal to Congress, and 
Congress will set the matter all right for you?” 

Sir, [regard this as flagrantly unjust—as one of 
the most unjust propositions, ali things consid- 
ered, that has ever been brought before this body. 
It is not only yielding to a wild spirit which is 
threatening to overturn the institutions of the 
country, thereby encouraging that spirit to go on 
to still further aggression, but it is, in my judg- 
ment,a palpable, downright, outrageous disre- 
gard of the rights of one haif of the Union. 

There is but one point, in my judgment, upon 
which this proceeding can be justified; and that 
is the point taken by the free-soil portion of this 
body. If they are right that this whole legisla- 
tion is the work of usurpation and tyranny—if 
they are right in the supposition that persons 
thrust themselves into the Territory and arbi- 
| trarily made laws under which they do not mean 
to live and under which they are not living,—then 
it is your duty to interpose and wipe all the laws 
from the statute-book; not only those which are 
obnoxious, but those which would otherwise be 
acceptable, upon the broad ground that it wasa 
usurpation and a tyranny. J hold that you have 


i no right to discriminate. One Senator rises and 
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says, “this law is obnoxious to me,” and forth- 
with the Senate blots it out. Another rises and 
says, ‘‘this is obnoxious to me,” and you blot 
that out, And when you have blotted out enough 
to obtain a majority of the Senate, there you stop. 
There are still complaining Senators, still Sen- 
ators, representatives from States, who say 
‘there are other laws obnoxious.” Why not 
ee to their complaints and wipe out those laws 
also? 

„Sir, if I believed, with the Senators on the other 
side of the Chamber, that unauthorized persons 
had made these laws, and now refused to Hive 
under them, I should go with the Senator from 
Massachusetts, not only for blotting out the 
obnoxious portion, but all the other, and giving 
a new start to the government; but I believe no 
such thing; I have seen no evidence of it. I 
believe that the Legislature which made those 
laws was as fair a Legislature of Kansas as ever 
represented so new a people anywhere. That 
there were irregularities in the election is true 
beyond all doubt. These irregularities happen 
in old, and well-settled, and well-organized com- 
munities. Can you expect more regularity in a 
‘Territory, situated as Kansas is, than in a State? 
It was the Legislature of the Territory. Some 
of its members doubtlessly were irregularly 
chosen, but it represented the people of Kansas, 
and it was thcir only representative. It passed 
these laws. The next election comes off in 
October—only a little more than a month from 
to-day. If the people of Kansas are not satisfied 
with these laws, let them repeal them, asa dis- 
satisfied party in a State repeals their laws. 
What I maintain is, that you have no right to 
interfere. Under your grant to the Territory, it 
had. the same right to pass laws for itself which 
a State had to pass Jaws for itself. It has the 
same right to pass laws for itself which Massa- 
chusetts, or Virginia, or any other State, has to 
pas laws to govern people within its own limits. 

dare say the gentlemen on the other side of the 
Chamber think there are many statutes on the 
Virginia statute-book that are outrageous; but 
would you call upon the Senate to wipe them out? 
Would you call upon Congress to interfere? 
Massachusetts complained of certain legislation 
of South Carolina, and the imprisonment of what 
she chose to call her colored citizens, but she 
never asked Congress to repeal the act of South 
Carolina, I believe. Why? Because South Car- 
olina had a right to pass outrageous laws, if she 
chose to do so, and govern her people by them. 
Congress had no business to interpose. 

Now, if the principle upon which you ene 
your Kansas bill was the correct principle, that 


the people had the right to pass such lawsas they | 


chose to pass, subject only to the limitations of 
the Constitution; and if it was true, as you said, 
that the limitations of the Constitution were to 
be determined by the courts, and not by Con- 
gress, under what pretense do you bring this bill 
here, and ask for action upon it? The people 
have legislated; you think they have legislated 
erroneously; but there is no appeal but to the 
court to overturn their legislation. 

I do not care to pursue this subject. It opens 
a wide field for debate. It opens up all the prin- 
ciples on which the Territories are governed. It 
involves all our ideas of the powers of govern- 
ment. Iam not going to run off into this branch 
of the subject. ] ntr 
which we entered into in passing the original 
Kansas bill. Sir, the people of the ‘Territory have 
no right to legislate for themselves, if you exer- 
cise & Supervisory control to overturn their legis- 
lation whenever you are dissatisfied with it. My 
venerable friend from Michigan maintained this 
morning 


Dp? 


people have a right—I understand him to say it 


is a sovereign right of the people—to make laws || 
for themselves; but when they make the laws, | 


and if they do not meet the approbation of my 
friend from Michigan, he comes in and throws 
them overboard. 


Mr. CASS. 


3 


I never said that. 


Í plant myself upon the contract | 


as he has always maintained, that the | i 1 I 
p >} u : our Free-Soil friends on the other side of the 
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i ing of his opinions. 


Mr. BROWN. But you act it. 

Mr. CASS. I never acted it. 

Mr. BROWN. Does not my friend from 
Michigan admit that the people of Kansas have 
a right to pass laws for themselves? 

Mr. CASS. I am not going to discuss this 
matter, as I am rather a point of attack to-day. 
I wish to observe, that T meinen: as I have 
always done, that the people of Kansas have cer- 
tain inalienable rights secured by the Constitu- 
tion. I maintain that, in a Territory, American 
citizens have no right to institute a government 
of themselves, unless driven to it by your neglect. 
I maintain that, when you do institute a govern- 
ment, they may then go onand exercise govern- 
mental powers, which powers they do not derive 
from you, but from the Constitution. You give 
them the means to exercise them. That has been 
my doctrine. 


Now, Mr. President, I am not oing to touch 


i the point of, the honorable Senator from Missis- 


sippi, but merely to vindicate myself. I believe 
that the people of the Territory of Kansas have 
the right to exercisé their domestic privileges, if 
I may so term them, for themselves, and you 
have no right to interfere; but I believe that if 
the Congress of the United States pass a law, 
they have the same right to see that that law is 
faithfully executed which they had to pass it. 
Whether you derive your power from one clause 
of the Constitution or another to establish a ter- 
ritorial government, you have the same right to 
take care that that government is faithfully exe- 
cuted. Then, if the Territorial Legislature pass 
laws which are in the very face of the Constitu- 
tion and in the face of your organic act, it is my 
opinion that Congress has a right to correct their 


| error, 


Mr. BROWN. Iso understood my friend. I 
do not think there is any difference at all between 
his understanding of himself and my understand- 
I am not quarreling with 
him about it; but my own mind is so obtuse that 
it fails or refuses to perceive the difference between 
the position of my friend as stated by himself and 
as stated by me. 


The people of the Territory either have the | 


right to make laws for themselves or they have 
not. If they have the right to do it, I maintain 
that you have no right to overturn their laws; 
because, if, whenever they run counter to your 
views, and they make laws which you do not 
approve, you have the right to overturn them, 
that very right, it appears to me, involves the 
other right of making the Jaws for them in the 
beginning, in advance. If you have the right to 


say that their laws arc either good or bad, accord- j 


ing to your judgment, and to be maintained or 
not maintained, as you choose, it certainly em- 


braces the inferior right of saying, in the begin- j 


ning, what sort of laws they shali have; because 
you do not allow them to have any but what you 
say are good, and you might as well not go 
through this—I do not know what to call it, but 
it seems to me to be a sort of tomfoolery, allow- 
ing the people to pass certain laws, and then, when 
they are presented to you, you say, ‘‘ just such 


as we approve may go on, and such as we do not | 
It would be a shorter | 
way to tell them, in advance, ‘ here are our no- ; 
tions of what laws you ought to have; takethem | 
T do not know what becomes | 


approve we will wipe out.” 


and be content.”* 


of squatter sovereignty, popular sovereignty, and | 


all that. 
all goes by the board. 
sovereignty is, that the people have the right to 
legislate for themselves. My opinion is, that 


‘if squatter sovercignty be right, the squatters, 


whether they be the real people of the country or 
such fellows as these Missourians—men of whom 


Chamber complain so much—had the right to pass 
laws. 


When we act thus, it seems to me that: 
My opinion of popular | 


If the more limited and acceptable sense of | 
the term ‘* popular sovereignty’? means that the | 


people of the Territory may make laws for them- ; 
: selves, subject, as we said in the Kansas bill, to 
' the limitations of the Constitution, and when we 


come to fix those limitations they ought to go, not 
to the Senate and House of Representatives, but 
to the courts, thatis very well. Mr, President, E 
did not rise to discuss this question. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move an adjournment, 

Mr. MALLORY. I wish to ask leave to intro- 
duce a resolution of inquiry. n 

Mr. HUNTER. My friends all around say 
we had better adjourn. I would give way if I 
could. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

_Mr. BIGGS. I hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will waive the motion to enable me to with- 
draw my objection to a proposition of the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, [Mr. Critrenpen.] 

Mr. HUNTER. If Ido that, I must give way 
to my friend from Florida. I hope my friends 
will excuse me, I cannot withdraw my motion. 
I think we had better adjourn. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I should be much 
obliged to the Senator, if he would allow me to 
lay a bill on the table, as objection is withdrawn, 
so that it may be printed. 

_Mr. HUNTER. I cannot withdraw my mo- 
tion. My friends ask me to insist. I would 
give away if Į could. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuxrspay, August 26, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER stated that reports were in 
order from the several standing committees of 
the House. f 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Toffer the 
usual resolution for drawing seats in the Hall for 
this session, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Iobject. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution can only be 
received by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CRAIGE. Is not the resolution a matter 
of privilege, having reference to the organization 
of the House? . ; 

The SPEAKER. Itis not such a matter of 

rivilege as would supersede the regular order of 

usiness. 
THE ALLEGED ASSAULT ON MR. GRANGER. 


-Mr. SIMMONS. I rise for the purpose of 
submitting a report from the special committee 
appointed to investigate the subject of an alleged 
assault on Hon. Amos P. Gnanokn, a Represent- 
ative from New York, by Hon. Fayerte Mc- 
Muxuin, a Representative from the State of Vir- 
ginia. The committee agrce that no further 
action should be taken in the matter; that the 
committee should be discharged from its further 
consideration, but are divided with regard to the 
reasons for that result. Two reports are sub- 
mitted—a majority and a minority report. Task 
that they may be laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed, with the accompanying evidence; 
and then, that the House shall discharge the 
committee from the further consideration of the 
subject. : i 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I submit the mi- 
nority report, which I send to the Clerk ’s desk. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. {ask that both 
reports be read. ae: | 

The majority and minority reports were read. 

The SPEAKER. The questron recurs upon 
the following resolution reported by the majority 
of the committee: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient, under the circum- 
stances of ihe case, to have any further proceeding on the 
part of the House, and the committee ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to say that 
the opening words of the resolution reported by 
the majority of the committee are calculated to 
place the minority of the committee in a false 
position. l cannot agree to the words, “under 
the circumstances of the case,” which refer to 
the details contained in the majority report. I 
make this remark simply that 1 may not appear 
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My views are set forth in the mi- 


inconsistent. 
rity report. 
OMe. HOUSTON. The questions involved in 
this controversy are very important, and I desire 
to have the evidence read. The vote which we 
propése to give makes a final disposition of this 
case. 
‘Mr. SEWARD. Will the gentleman from 
Alabama give way to me for a moment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; I have a very im- 
ortant proposition to make, and I cannot yield. 
Laughter.} I understand. that the disposition 

. now to be made of this matter is to be final, and 
the questions involved are of serious consequence 
to the country. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot give way. 

Mr. SEWARD. I only wish to submit a mo- 
tion to have fifty thousand extra copies printed. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that this ma- 
jority report charges that this fight was com- 
menced and carried on in an official capacity; and 
where an important issue of that sort is presented | 
to us, we ought to hear the evidence read. [Cries | 
of “No!” € Not’) Thave aright, I suppose, | 
to have it read, because the vote we are called ; 
upon to give makes a final disposition of the | 
entire case. 

Mr, CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
House do now adjourn. | 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will withdraw that motion until I can offer 
a resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


I move that the į 


I shall renew it again. | 
I will renew it if the gen- 


tleman insists upon it. p 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I withdraw it. | 
Mr. LETCHER. As assaults and batteries i 
these days are matters of great moment, whether | 
committed Inside of this Hall or outside of it, I 
want the facts of this case to go to the country. 
We soutifern men are charged 
excitable and irritable; and L want the majority | 
and minority reports, with the evidence in ref- | 
erence to this matter, to go before the people, to | 
show that we are very submissive. 

Mr. ORR. I object to that word. Very for- 
bearing, rather. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very forbearing; that is a 
more suitable word. I offer the folowing reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the reparts : 


and evidence in the case of Simmons, for and on behall of | 
GRANGER vs. MeMuLLiN, be printed lor the use of the mem- |) 


j 
i 


l 


bers of the House. 


I desire that the whole case should be under- 
stood. ‘The other side of the Tfouse were very 
ready some time ago to censure my colleague, 
{Mr. MeMutuiy,] and I now wish to know why 
they have not introduced a resolution of censure 
against Mr. GRANGER? 

Mr. MORGAN. I would ask the gentleman 
if the chief witness, Major Chase, was not one | 
who was excluded from this House on the gen- 
tleman’s own motion last Congress? [ Laughter. | 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Broom confirms the 
statement of Chase, and he has never been ex- 
eluded from this Flouse. Captain Tyler also 
confirms it,and he has never been excluded. And 
J understand that all the witnesses concur in the 
fact, that the conduet of General GRANGER was 
insulting and rude. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move to lay the i 
resolution and reports of the select committee on | 
the table, and that they be printed. } 

The motion was agreed to. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to make | 
an inquiry of the Chair. I believe the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, [Mr. H. MARSHALL, ] some | 
time since, offered aresolution, which wasadopted, 
calling upon the President of the United States 
for the papers and proceedings of Mr. Fillmore 
while President, in regard to the pardon of Dray- 
ton and Sayres. I wish to inquire whether that 
resolution has been responded to by the Presi- 
dent? 

-The SPEAKER, 


| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
with being very j 


ii The 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. LETCHER. What has become of the 
resolution which L offered ? 


The SPEAKER. Itwas referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, under the rules of the House. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. Unless there be further re- 
ports from the standing or select committees of 
| the House, resolutions are in order from the State 
of New York. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 
offer the following resolution: 


| Resolved, That the House will proceed at once to the 
| consideration of the unfinished business of the last session, 
taking up first such cases upon the Private Calendar of the 
House as remain unconsidered. 
| The SPEAKER. The resolution can be re- 
| ceived only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MATTESON, and others, objected. 

The SPEAKER again stated that resolutions 
were in order from the State of New York. 

Mr. DODDgpffered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That all bills, resolutions, and other matters 
| referred to the standing committees of the House at the 
| first ion of this Congress, upon which no reports have 
been made, shall be returned informally to the Clerk, and 
shall, by virtue of this resolution, stand recommitted, atthe 
commencement of .he next session, to said committees, 
into whose possession the Clerk is hereby directed to re- 
store them. 


I ask leave to 


PAIRING OFF. 


! Mr. SAGE. I offer a resolution, which I send 
| to the Clerk, and upon it I call the previous ques- 
tion. 
| Myr. ORR. Has not the gentleman from New 
| York already offered one resolution? If so, itis 
| not in order for him to offer another. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object to the resolution. 


York asks leave to present a resolution. It will 


be read for information. 

"Ty Y E 

The resolution was read, and is as follows: 

Whereas by the passage of “ An act to regulate the com- 
ion of members of Congress,” approved August 16, 
1850, it is made the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
Mouse to deduct from the monthly payments of members, 
as therein provided for, the amount of his compensation for 
each day that such member shall! be absent from the House, 

iless such Representative shall assign as the reason for 
sh absence the sickness of himself or of some member of 
mily ; and whereas the custom heretofore practiced, 
: ng off, was intended to be broken up by the passage 
| of the aforementioned act: Therefore, : 

Be it resolved, That after the passage of the Army appro- 
priation bill for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
i897, this House will not excuse any member from acting 
or voting in consequence of his having paired off; and 
that hereafter afl notices by members of pairing off be 
entered on the Journal of this House, stating the names of 
į the members paired off, the date, the length of time itis to 
| run, aud the reasons, if any, assigned for making such pair; 
hand di 


| 
i 
i 
| 


tthe Clerk Awuish a statement of such entries to 
the Sergeant-at-Arms, so as to enable that officer to make 
the proper deductions from the monthly compensation of 
snch members so paired off, as provided for by section six 
of said act, heretoiore referred to. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tion of that resolution. 
SPEAKER. Tho gentleman from New 


I object to the introduc- 


SE 
York having already submitted one resolution 
from that State, it is not in order for him to in- 
troduce another. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The House is evi- 
dently unprepared to do anything to-day on the 
subject for which we were convened, and as we 
have determined to act on no other subject, I; 
move that the House do now [one o’clock, p. m.] 
adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I hope the gentle- 
man from Georgia will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. COBB. Į cannot. 

Mr. SMITH. Then I call for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of illinois. I move that 
when the House adjourns to-day it adjourn to 
meet on Friday next. 

! Mr. STEPHENS. [If it be in order to name 

ia longer day, I move that when the House ad- 
journs to-day it adjourn to megt on the first Mon- 

day in December. x 

| Mr. WASHBURNE. I accept that. | 


i The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the | 
i House, it is not in order. 


leave to have published some remarks which he 
had not had an opportunity of delivering in the 
House. 

The question was taken on Mr. Coss’s motion; 


‘and it was decided in the negative—yeas 66, nays 


109; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Billinghtrst, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bumett, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Howell Cobb, Coltax, 
Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Denver, De Witt, Dodd, 
Dowdell, Duns, Edmundson, Elliott, Thomas J.D. Putier, 
Greenwood, Harian, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. 
Harris, Holloway, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Mace, 
Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Morgan, Morrill, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ritchie, Robison, 
Rutin, Rust, Savage, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Tappan, Thorington, Tyson, Waibridge, Winslow, Joha 
V. Wright, and Zollicofter—66. 

NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Ben- 
son, Bingham, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Cadwalader, 
James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, 
Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Flagler, Florence, Galloway, Goode, Granger, Grow, 
J. Morrison Harris, Hickman, Hoffman, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hnghston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, 
Matteson, McCarty, McQueen, Killian Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, Roberts, Sage, San- 
didge, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, 
Swope, Tathott, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Wade, 
Wakeman,Walker, Warner, Elihu B. Washburne, Welch, 
Wheeler, Wiltltams, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and 
Daniel B. Wright—109, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. ORR said that he had been requested by 
his colleague, Mr. Brooxs, to state that he had 
paired off with Mr. Nicwoxis until the termina- 
tion of this extra Session. 

Mr. DUNN said: As the Senate has adjourned 
I will change my vote. [vote “ay.” 

Resolutions being now in order from the State 
of New York, 

Mr. WAKEMAN offered the following reso- 
lution, and called the previous question thereon s 

Whereas, by the passage of “An act to regulate the com- 
pensation of members of Congress,” approved August 16, 
1856, it is made the duty of the Sergeant- at: Arms of the 
House to deduct from the montbly payments of members, as 
therein provided for, the amount of his compensation for 
each day that such member shal) be absent from the House, 
unless such Representative shall assign as the reason of 
such absence the sickness of himself or of some member 
of his family; and whereas the custom heretofore prac- 
ticed, of pairing off, was intended to be broken up by the 
passage of the afore-mentioned act: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, ‘That after the passage of the Army appro- 
priation bill for the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1857, this 
flouse will not excuse any member froma acting or voting in 
consequence of bis having paired off; and that herearter, 
all notices by members of pairing off be entered on the 
Journal of the House, stating the names of the members 
paired off, the date, the length of tine it is to run, aad the 
reasons, if any, assigned for making such pair; and that the 
Clerk furnish a statement of such entries to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms so as to enable that officer to make the proper de- 
ductions from the monthly compensation of such members 
so paired off, as provided tor by section six in said act here- 
tofore referred to. 

Mr. ORR. I move a call of the House. [do 
so in good faith; and I hope that the call will be 
ordered, so that we may see who is absent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to lay that resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. Oh, no; that resolution is 
right. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked the yeasand nays 
on the motion for a call of the House. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MILLSON. If the House now proceed 
to business on the Speaker’s table—the morning 
hour having expired—will not the resolution of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Wakeman] 


| come up first in order to-morrow morning? 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be in 
order whenever the State of New York shall be 
called for resolutions. 


Mr. MILLSON. Precisely. I am in favor of 


| the general objects of that resolution; but I would 


how move, if in order, to proceed to business on 


| the Speaker's table. 


The SPEAKER. Pending the motion fora 
call of the House, that motion is not in order. 

Mr. MILLSON. I will indicate my object, 
and then the gentleman from South Carolina 


1856. 


{Mr. Orr] may withdraw his motion, ifhe thinks 
proper. My object is simply this: I wish to get 
to thy Spealer’s table for the purpose of reaching 
the Presidents message, that was reported back 
from the Committee of Ways and Means the 
over day, and to have it referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
J will then move to go into the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, with aj 


view to discussion, which I think would be profit- 
ble both to the House and the country at this 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would say to 
the gentleman from Virginia, that that message 
is not on the Speaker’s table. It was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and has not 
been reported back. 

Mr. MILLSON, 
ported it back. 

Mr. JONES, No, sir; they have reported a 
bill, but not the message. ; 

Mr. MILLSON. Well, we can get it back. 

Mr. LEITER, (at tweùty minutes past one 
o'clock, p. m.) I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

'The question was taken; and there were, on 
division—ayes 73, noes 78. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 

The question recurred on Mr. Orr’s motion 
for a call of the House; and being taken, it was 
decided in the negative—yeas 91, nays 95; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cad- 
watader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Bayard Clarke, 
(e ran, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, ‘Timothy Davis, Den- 
ver, De Witt, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Hiott, Eustis, 

Svans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Goode, Greeuwood, 


I understood they had re- 


J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har- | 


ris, fhekmanu, Hofman, Thomas R. Horton, Bouston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Lake, Leteher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, 
Sarnuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Sinith 
Miler, Millson, Miliward, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 
Pheips, Paweil, Quiunan, Ricaud, Rivers, Run, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A, Smith, 
Wilian smith, Suced. Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, 
Underwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, aud Jobn V. Wright—91. 
NAYS — Mes Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Benson, Bitlinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
staw, Brenton, Bufiinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Canipbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumbaek, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Edwards, Emrie, Gal- 
loway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger Grow, Harlan, Holloway, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, Knowtton, 


Mi Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Porter, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchic, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Witam R. Smith, Si 
Stanton, Stranaban, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, 
‘tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washbur Ellihu B. Washburne, Israc] Wash- 
burn, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruti, and Wood- 
worth—95. 

Soa call of the House was refused. 

The question recurred on Mr. Waxeman’s res- 
olution. 

Mr. HOUSTON, If the gentleman from New 
York will give me his attention a moment, I will 
say that it seems to me that the resolution is too 
broad. I have never paired off myself; yet I 
think there are cases where a member may pair 
off, and yet be entitled to his pay. For instance: 
under the existing law a member may be absent 
on account of the illness of himself, or of a mem- 
ber of his family, and yet draw his pay; and I 
think that, in such case, he might properly pair 
of with another similarly circumstanced. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest to the 
gendeman from New York that he make his res- 

I agree with the gen- 


REMAN. Thave no design to change 


ress. 
nt-at-Arms in his duties, under- the 


Is it in order to move to 


ON, 


pyre 


Lhe S 
the motion to lay on the tabie. 


Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Killian il 


speet ta the compensation of meme i: 
My only object was to direct į 


-this resolution to the Committee on the | 


PEAKER. Itis not in order pending | 


i 
i tion to lay on the table, if the gentleman will 


ter understand the resolution when we come to 
; sce itin print. I therefore move that the House 
| adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
fifteen minutes before two o'clock) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, August 27, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Srernen P. Hint. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
| On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it wag 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Rodman M. 
Price be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Court of Claims. 


i PENSACOLA DOCK. 


Mr. MALLORY. On the morning of the ad- 
; gournment of the last session, 1 offered a reso- 
| lution of inquiry in relation to the dock at the 
navy-yard in my own State. I thought the res- 
olution had been passed, but I find that it has 
simply been printed. It has the sanction of the 


t 


, of inquiry, and I ask that it may be considered 
| and passed now. 
The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy cause a thor- 
ough examination to be made, by a board of military and 


the wooden dock at the Pensacola navy-yard, together with 
the annual expense of maintaining itin working condition; 
and also the cost of construeting at said yard, upon the 
most approved plan, a permanent stone dock for docking 
the largest naval vessels Which the depth of water on te 
Pensacola bar adm 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 
| consent, and agreed to. 


KANSAS LAWS. 


| 
| 
late is the bill introduced by the Senator from 
i California, [Mr. WELLER,] I believe. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
| finished business of yesterday, and will be taken 
pup. 
| 


Mr. CASS. Fask the honorable Senator from 


i. what the military were doing. The Secretary of 
|! War put into my hands extracts from two letters 
| of General Smith—one dated the 6th, and the 


l: the community with respect to the instructions 
i of the Government and the course of the military 


Í = . 
i think will satisfy the public mind so well as to 


conduct which has been pursued, that [am sure 
t 


ii Senate and the country. 
by the Secretary. 
The Secretary read as follows: 


& 


Extract from a letter of General P. P. SMITH, 
i tant General of the Army, dated 
i “ HEADQUARTERS OF THE WEST, 
| Fort LEAVENWORTH, August 6, 1856. 
«g would not notice reports I see in tie papers, of com- 
mittees that have applied to me for protection, and my 
refusal to grant it, and of other such things, if i did not see 
bieets for which such reports are cireniated, are 
| being carried out by members of Cong in res ms of 
inquiry. The whole are gross fabrications; there is no 
ii foundation for any of them. . 
i “The only applications made were by individuals 
me fo send a forec with them to recover property they 
ily taken from them. F referred 
or redress; but told them, if the 
f toe weak to enforce its writs. 
uished them. ‘Phere have been bat 
plications by individuals, and one for an escort 
to accomp inn to the judge of the United States cour 
of the Terrffory. (about three miles off 3) but as he rode by 
+) the judge's door ta come to me, I declined, as he evidently 
L> was not sincere in his application. 


to the Adju- 


asking 


ii alleged 10 bave been ili 
them to the civil autho 


Secretary of the Navy. Itis merely a resolution | 


civil engineers, of the condition and probable duration of || 


Mr. HUNTER. The question before the Sen- | 


It is the un- ii 


hey will be received with gratification by the | 
I hope they wiil be read ! 


“The troops have not dene any act sines T have been : 


here, that looked the least like any attempt to interfere with 
a citizen, except that of guarding the prisoners charged with 
treason, and in the custody of the marshal.” 


| withdraw his demand for the previous question, | 
‘and allow the resolution to be perfected before it | 
is voted on by the House, 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I think we shall bet- | 


| Copy of a lelter from Brevet Major General P. F. Suit, 
commanding department of the West, dated 
FORT LEAVENWORTH, August 11, 1856. 

i Coroner: T have received a letter from Governor Shan- 
non asking me to take the field, with the whole disposable 
force in the Territory, to prevent the ingress of “ Lane’s 

i party’? by the northern. boundary of the Territory. The 

į information given to the Governor has been so exaggerated, 

| and is to my knowledge so incorrect, that I decline making 

a movement that would introduce as much disorder as 
existed six weeks ago. Captain T. J. Wood, with his com- 
pany of first cavalry, is upon the northern frontier, and I 
shall depend on his reports to govern my action. = 

Some of the companies along the Kansas were sent by. 
the commanding officer there at the Governor’s request to 
break up camps of armed men at several places he desig- 
i hated. On the arrival of the troops at the points designated, 
not only were no camps found, but none had ever existed 
there, or anywhere else in their neighborhood. I know 
' that each party is trying to engage the action of troops in 
expelling their adversaries, and I place no dependence on 
te reports that do not come from what I consider good au- 
thority. 

The Indian prisoners under the care of Lieutenant 
Wheaton, first cavalry, left to day. He will take them to 
Fort Kearney, and thence Captain Steuart, first cavalry, 
| will conduct them to Fort Laramie. They had got sickly, 
and so impatient that I promised to let them go after the 
10th; and having heard nothing of Major Johnson and his 
recruits, J sent them off to-day. 

With high respect, your obedient servant 
| PERSIFER F, SMITH, 

Brevet Major General, Commanding Department. 

Is it intended that Colonel Andrews, paymaster, under 

the order to report here for duty, shall remain here, or can 


I send him to St. Louis? y 
PERSIFER F. SMITH, 
Brevet Major Generul, Commanding Department. 


Colone} S. Cooren, Adjutant General of the Army. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wasabout to remark, when 
| I gave way to the Senator from Michigan, that 
| the bill introduced by the Senator from Califor- 


i nia corresponds precisely and accurately with 
‘the eighteenth section of the bill introduced by 
i the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] and 
| passed by the Senate. That bill, with that sec- 
j| tion, has been twice passed by the Senate, and 
|! sent to the House of Representatives. Neither 
|, of those bills has been acted on by the House. 
ly suppose there can be but little doubt that, if 


|! in Kansas, and these letters written by General į| ¥ 
i Smith are so sound and just in themselves, and I: + 


the directions which have been given, and the |: S 


: on the tabie. 
© Mr. WELLER. lask the Senator from Vir- 
iginia to withdraw that motion for a moment, 
i merely to allow me to make a statementas to the 
' circumstances under which this bill was intro- 
duced. I think this is due as a matter of justice 
li to me, as the author of that bill. al 
» My. HUNTER. Iwill withdraw itif the Sen- 
| tor will renew the motion. 
© Mr. WELLER. Iwill give the floor to the 
Senator, that he may, if he chooses, make the 
motion. tsaid, when I introduced this bill, that 
| it was introduced without consultation with my 
| political friends. I regret very much that I have 
incurred the displeasure of some of those with 
l whom I am politically associated, by the intro- 
| duction of this bill without consultation with them. 
l There are many gentlemen here for whose opin- 
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jons T have a great regard, and whose friendship 
Phighly prizes buta sense of public duty impelled 
me to the course which I saw proper to pursue. 
Asan American Senator, I desired to wipe out 
from the’ statute-book of one of the Territories 
of the United States, laws which, in my judg- 
ment, we in violation-of the Constitution, This 
duty was imposed upon me in the character of x 
Senator, to take every opportunity in my power 

- to prevent the execution of those laws in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas; and, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, having a direct con- 
nection with the War Department of the Govern- 
ment, I was anxious to do all in my power to 
facilitate the passage. of the Army appropriation 
bill through the other branch of Congress. 
desired, if I could, to compromise and conciliate 
—for I will compromise whenever I can do it 
without a violation of principle. Whilst lama 
party mag in every sense of the term, I can never 
sacrifice the obligations which are imposed on me 
as a Senator to promote the interests of our com- 
mon country at the shrine of party. I should be 
unworthy of the seat I now occupy if I did not 
regard my official duty paramount to the obliga- 
tions of party. 

I was anxious, I say, to facilitate, if possible, 
the passage of the Army appropriation bill in the 
other branch of Congress. What I sought to 
attain was simply this: I desired first to repeal 
laws which were not only unconstitutional, but 
exceedingly odious to me and a large portion of 
the American people; and at the same time I in- 
dulged the hope that it might facilitate the settle- 
ment of this unfortunate difficulty between the 
two branches of Congress; but I was not met in 
a spirit of conciliation or compromise on the other 
side of the Chamber. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Wizson] immediately proposed an 
amendment to that bill which he knew would be 
objectionable to the majority of this body, and 
viel he knew full well could never receive the 
sanction of those with whom I am politically as- 
sociated. Not content with taking the repeal of 
those odious measures as the best thing which 
he could effect, he sought to embarrass it by 
offering an amendment which brought up the 
whole question of slavery, and denied the funda- 
mental pringiple upon which the Territory was 
organized. mean the rigħt of the people to 
settle their domestic institutions in theirown way, 
and according to the dictates of their judgment. 
The organic net had conceded to them this right, 
and his amendment sought to deprive them of it. 

This is the manner in which this proposition 
has been received by the Senators on the other 
side. The effort which was made on my part to 
conciliate is met by attempting to load it down 
with amendments which they know, as I have 
already said, never could be enacted into a law, 
Į do not regret it. Iff could make any compro- 
mise now which does not require the sacrifice of 
principle on my part, in order to settle this diffi- 
culty, [stand ready to make it. I have no pride 
in regard to this matter. There is no exasper- 
ated feclings on my part towards the House of 
Representatives, {am anxious to do all 1 can to 

revent the defeat of the Army appropriation 
pill, but it seems that it has become at lasta mere 
question of physical endurance. Here we are kept 
from day to day, depending on the chances of 
another member getting in to-day, or one being 
atricken down by disease to-morrow. We are 
day after day sitting here, waiting the action of 
the House of Representatives, with scarcely a 


hope of a satisfactory adjustment of the difficulty. | 


Jt was with the hope that this proposition of mine 
would be met in a spirit of compromise on the 
other side that it was introduced. Anxious as I 


am to return home, I have not felt at liberty to | 


abandon my post. I fecl that I have discharged 
my duty, and this was all I desired. 

Mr. HUNTER. I renew my motion to lay 
the bill on the table. 

Mr. WILSON. I call forthe yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. As this bill constitutes one 
section of the bill which was introduced by the 


honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] | 


with whom I have paired off, 1 am bound to pre- 
sume he himself would vote against this motion 
to lay on the table; and, therefore, taking the re- 
sponsibility of justifying myself to him for my | 
vote, I shall vote “ no? 


| we adhere. 


| should desire to report a new bill, a single objec- 
| tion would prevent the introduction of that bill 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to state that my j 
colleague, [Mr. Sime if present, would yote 
to lay this bill on the table. He has been com- 
pelled to leave the Senate by ill-health. He has 
been suffering for amonth past, and would remain, 
if necessary, for the purpose of carrying out those 
constitutional views which he and Iin common | 
entertain; but hisill-health wassuch thatI th ought 
it imperative that he should leave the city for some 
time; and, carrying out my advice, and that of 
other friends, he yielded, though with reluctance, 
to leave his post here. 

Mr. CASS. My colleague [Mr. Sruarr] is 
absent from sickness. As the Senate knows, he 
has been in a very bad condition for some time; | 
and I strenuously urged him to go away. He 
regretted the necessity, but finally yielded to the 
advice of his friends. Theré is no need of my 
saying how he would vote if he were here. 
Everybody knows that. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is due to my colleague, 
[Mr. Evans,] who is as devoted to his duties as 
any man who has served here as long as he has, 
that I should say he is absent on account of 
sickness. Otherwise he would be here. 

Mr. FOOT: As apologies for absent col- 
leagues seem to be in order, I have to say that 
my colleague (Mr. CoLLAMER] left the city for4 
his home at the close of the late session, leaving 
it with me, however, to notify him by telegraph, 
if in my judgment his presence was necessary 
here. I have not seen the occasion, as yet, to 
give him the notice. How he would vote if he 
were present is well understood by all. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—ycas 28, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alleu, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dodge, 
Doug Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebas- 
tian, Toucey, and Weller—28. 

NAYS~—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Poot, foster, Harlan, Houston, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson—11. 


So the bill was ordered to lie on the table 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to considerthe message yesterday received 
from the Fouse of Representatives, announcing 
that the House adhered to its amendment disa- 
greed to by the Senate, to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (FI. R. No. 153) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is the bill upon which 
the two Efouses adjourned at the last session. 
There had been, I think, three conferences on it 
when we last sent it to the House and asked for | 
a further conference. The House have refused | 
to agree to that, and have adhered to their posi- 
tion, and sent it back. But, Mr. President, | am 
willing to exhaust every effort of conciliation and 
courtesy towards that House in order to have 
another vote on this question. I am not willing 
to take counsel from passion, which | should do | 
if I were to move, in this state of the case, that 
I am not only willing, but I desire 
that the House should have a chance to recon- 
sider its decision. I have said that I would cx- 
haust every effort at conciliation and courtesy; I 
will do anything to get the bill passed properly, 
in the usual and ordinary form, except concede 
the rights of the Senate. To that, I never can 
consent. 

3ut there is an additional reason why I am | 
disposed to take a more conciliatory, and, if I 
may use the term, a gentler course than is usual ; 
on such occasions. it is that, evenif there were 
a majority in the House who were willing to 
recede and pass the bill in the ordinary form, 
they could not getat a vote on the question un- 
less we sent this bill back to them. They cannot 
get at it under their rules; because, as I under- 
stand, if their-Committee of Ways and Means 


except upon some day when it was in order to 


Under these circumstances, I am disposed to 
give the House, if it should desire to do so, as 


i 
i 
| move a resolution to suspend the rules. | 
i 


| many chances to vote upon this quegtion as iti 


can have. For that purpose I move that the! 


Senate insist, and ask for a conference. There is! 
a precedent for such a course, to which I might | 


refer, if I chose. There is no doubt of the par- 
liamentary right which I have to make such a 
motion. My purpose in moving it is this: I wish 
to take away from them any ground of objection 
that we had not moved towards them according 
to-all the forms of courtesy, by failing to ask for 
a conference. I not only move to insist, and to 
ask for a conference for that, but for another 
reason: by so doing, as I have said before, they 
have two chances to vote. When we send it 
down, if there should be a majority in favor of 
passing a clean bill, in the usual form, a majority 
may recede. If that should be refused, and a 
committee of conference should be appointed, 
and it were found impossible to agree, when that 
fact was reported, there would again be a chance 
for the TIouse to make another effort, and take 
another vote on the question of receding. 

In order that we may give them every chance 
to reconsider what I must think was an anwise, 
and perhaps hasty determination on their part, 
to which they are adhering at this time probably 
without due consideration, I submit a motion 
that the Senate further insist on their amend- 
ment, and ask for a committee of conference. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I shall vote for 
that motion with great pleasure; but I rise for 
the purpose of correcting what I understand to 
be an erroneous impression of my remarks ona 
former day, in regard to the course I proposed 
in relation to a similar bill formerly before the 
Senate I urged, at that time, that the course 
which was most parliamentary and most becom- 
ing the character and dignity of the Senate, was 
on that occasion to insist and ask for a confer- 
ence. I urged, that at least that course was the 
most conciliatory. J extended my remarks to 
other points, which I understand were construed 
by some honorable Senators so as to implicate 
me in the expression of the sentiment that I was 
willing to recede from the amendment of the 
Senate to the House bill, I expressed no such 
sentiment, though I did earnestly insist that the 
proper conciliatory part on the Senate was to 
ask for a conference. In that I was overruled. 
Although at the moment I know that I had the 
concurrence of many honorable Senators in the 
view which I took, on the morrow I found an 
almost unanimous vote against me among those 
with whom I have been in the habit of acting on 
the questions connected with the course which 
the House of Representatives has thought proper 
to pursue on this bill, I was met by the argu- 
ment, that what I proposed was unconstitutional, 
Honorable Senators said they had sworn to sup- 
port the Constitution, and, therefore, it was im- 

ossible to take the course which appeared to 
have been indicated to me. F indicated no such 
course as they seemed to suppose I had indicated. 
I did, however, meau. to impress on the Sonate, 
so faras I had the ability to do so, the propriety 
and importance, on such a question as this, of 
pursuing a conciliatory course, and of leaving the 
door open to amicable adjustment in some form 
that the two Houses may think proper to agree 
upon. 

I will make no further remarks on this subject, 
nor detain the Senate longer than to make an in- 
giy of the honorable Senator from Michigan. 

wish to know of that honorable Senator, whether 
he means, from the information he has, that the 
Senate shall infer from the letters he has caused 
to be read at the table to-day, that, as he under- 
stands, there are no difficulties in Kansas at this 
time ? 

Mr.CASS. I wonder that my honorable friend 
has asked me the question. I have brought here 
the latest official information which has reached 
the War Department, to show principally the 
conduct of the military, and that it has been, as 
I think, strictly correct; but the subsequent tele- 
graphic accounts, I said nothing about. l have 
no doubt serious difficulties exist there; probably 
they have been exaggerated. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Thatis the ques- 
tion I wanted answered, whether the honorable 
Senator meant that we shall infer, from General 
Smith's communication of the 11th of August— 
so different from the representations communi- 
cated from other sources, of the state of things 
at and before that time—that there was no reason 
to place any reliance on the communications we 
had lately received by telegraphic dispatch, or 
by letter, or by newspaper accounts? 
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Mes CASS; Such an idea never entered into Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I will stand by the || slave law; that he shall hot vote at any election, 
my head. decision of the Chair and Senate. or bea member of the Legisjature, unless he swears 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Well, then, we 
stand precisely in the same condition in relation 
to the difficulties in Kansas as we did before the 
reading of those letters. We have on two occa- 
sions heretofore supposed, from the information 

_we had of the instructions given by the Executive 
Government to the officers in command in that 
Territory, and from the information we had re- 
ceived of the sufficiency of the force employed 
there to suppress disorders, that all difficulties 
were terminated. But on both occasions we have 
been deceived. I do not wish to be deceived any 
further. I am afraid that these difficulties still 
exist in Kansas. Ido not place full reliance on 
recent information which we received from tele- 
graphic dispatches and newspaper accounts; but 
from the condition of this country, from the fact 
alluded to by the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Mason,] the other day, of the pow- 
erful interest that exists on both sides to foster 
these difficulties and misrepresent them, the pow- 
erful party considerations and interests which 
are at stake, I fear that these difficulties exist at 
this day, and I cannot foresee that there is to be 
any early termination of them, unless Congress 
sliall do sometuing, by some measure, more effect- 
ive in the way of prevention than they have 
hitherto done. 

1 would not have said so much on this question, 
as I perceive the Senate are ready to vote for the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
but for the reason that I do not know whether I 
shall have any opportunity of expressing any 
further sentiments on the subject. lam notsure, 
at all events, that, under the circumstances, it 
would be proper for me to express any sentiments 
on this subject. ; 

I wish further to say, that I voted against laying 
the bill of the honorable Senator from California 
on the table, notwithstanding the very plausible 
reason which he gave for it, that it was not 
accepted by certain gentlemen on this floor, and 
that there was a disposition to overload it. Itis 
a proposition which it is admitted on all sides 
the Senate have agreed to do, though, as stated 
by the honorable Senator from Virginia, in con- 
nection with other measures which may not be 
acceptable to the House; but the Senate had 
acceded to the propriety and justice of at least 
passing sach a bill as was introduced by the hon- 
orable Senator from California. There was no 
ground for opposing it, except on the speculative 
reasoning of the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, He said the House had not acceded to 
the bills sent to them, because they had been con- 
nected with other matters; but thatit would have 
been an easy operation with them to strike out 
all the other provisions, and agrce to this, and 
send it back to the Senate to concur in their 
amendment; and that, therefore, the fault was 
with the House, and it was proper and his duty, 
under all the circumstances, to move that the 
Senate should signify its intention no further to 
adopt any measure on the subject. i 

I do not want to go into this matter now, hoping 
that it may be in my power to have an opportu- 
nity to do it more fully hereafter; but 1 wish 
merely to state one proposition. 
the fate of this Army bill, whether the House 
shall recede, and the appropriation shall be made, 
or not, under the circumstances which exist at 
this moment, and in the face of apprehensions of 
farther difficulties and disorders in Kansas, which 
we may reasonably anticipate, 1 think it would 
have been the height of wisdom in the Senate, by 
this separate measure, not connected with an 
appropriation billin any manner whatever, todo— 
what, sir? ‘Lo do justice to the character of the 
Senate n 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I rise to a question of 
order, ‘The bill introduced by the Senator from 
California is not naw before the Senate. It is 
important, in view of the condition of the House, 
that we send this bill back at an early hour. We 
can then go on with the debate on any other ques- 
tion. The bill to which the Senator from Ten- 
nessee is now speaking is not before the Senate. 

Mr. BELL, of ‘Tennessee. I know that, but 
lam only explaining my vote. I will not trespass 
on the sense of the Senate, if I am out of order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think the honorable Sen- 
ator from Tennessee is entirely in order. 


Whatever be | 


-and-infamous laws enacted by the Kansas Legis- 


-to repeal these laws, will justly rest on 


i the question whether slavery exists, or does not 


| attempted by any of the Stuarts, Tudors, or Plan- 
i = A ; eee 
' tagenets of England, and this Senate persists 1n 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
cannot undertake to limit debate. 

Mr. BELL, of. Tennessee. My honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania will allow me to-say 
that I did not want to go into the debate, but 
only to express to the Senate the sentiment that, 
whether appropriations shall be made for the 
Army, or whether the Army be disbanded, or 
whatever other result may happen, it becomes 
the Senate, it becomes the Congress of the United 
Statés, it becomes thé Government of the United 
States, whatever may be their views as to collat- 
eral points of doctrine, or of practice, or of sen- 
timent, upon any question, to do justice to these 
people, and repeal those laws that all admit to 
be obnoxious and in violation of the principles 
of the Constitution. Fiat justitia ruat celum, 
though a trite saying, is pertinent and appro- 
priate here, and I do not hesitate to express it. 
That is all 1 propose to say now, because I do 
not wish to trespass upon the patience of the 
Senate. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, the honor- 
able Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Bex) and 
myself are placed in a position somewhat pecu- 
liar. We both voted the other day on a bill pre- 
cisely like this, against adhering on the part of 
the Senate. We were thrown into company with 
the whole corps of Free-Soilers. Sir, Ido not 
care with whom I am thrown in company if I 
know I am right, and I know I was right on that 
occasion. 

Sir, how humiliating is the confession this day 
made by the majority of the Senate! Ona bill 
precisely like that on which they adhered—ay, 
m the very same words—the honorable Senator 
from Virginia now comes forward, with authority 
from the majority of the Chamber in caucus as- 
sembled, and tells us that instead of adhering, 
we must now only insist, and ask fora committee 
of conference! It would have been.a great deal 
better to have started right than to have backed 
out after getting in the wrong. You were wrong 
—I speak to you, Senators—when you undertook 
to adhere the other day, contrary to the advice 
of my friend from Tennessce and myself, to your 
disagreement on a bill precisely like this. Lam 
not about to oppose this motion. On the other 
hand, I am in favor of taking the very course pro- 
posed by the member from Virginia. But it is 
not possible to sec any difference between the two 
cases—the one in which we adhered, and the 
other in which he wishes us_now only to insist 
and ask for a conference. To insist and ask for 
a conference was right then; to insist and ask for 
a conference is right how; andas I voted then, I 
vote now. My friend from Tennessee was right 
when he said it was the duty of the Senate to ex- 
haust every measure of conciliation before we 
close the door against all compromises with the 
otber House. | 

Now, sir, let me allude to that subject which 
is the great cause of all this discord between the 
two Houses. The unjust, iniquitous, oppressive, 


The Chair 


lature, as it is called, ought to be repealed before | 
we adjourn; and J concur with the member from 
Tennessee, that the responsibility, if either the 
Senate or House of Representatives shall refuse 
the heads 
of the men who refuse to do justice. What are 
theselaws? One of them sends a man to hard labor 
for not less than two years for daring to discuss | 


exist, in Kansas: not less than two years—it 
may be fifty; and if a man could live as old as į 
Methuselah, it might be over nine hundred years. 
That act prohibits all freedom of discussion in 
Kansas, on the great subject directly feferred to 
the exclusive decision of the people in that Ter- 
ritory; strikes down the liberty of the press too; 
and is an act egregiously tyrannical as ever was 


declaring that we are not to repcal that! 

Sir, let us tender to the House of Representa- 
tives the repeal~of that and all other objection- | 
able and infamous laws that were passed by that | 
Legislature. I include in this denunciation, with- i| 
out any hesitation, those acts, which, prescribe 
that a man shall not even practice law in the Ter- 
ritory unless he swears to support the fugitive 


i 
| 
| 
i 
j 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to support the fugitive slave law; that he shall not 
hold any office of honor or trust there unless; he 
swears to support the fugitive slave laws, and you 
may as well impose just such a test o&th for any 
other and every other law. Lam, as 1 have re~ 
peatedly declared, for supporting the fugitive 
slave law. I have no difficulty on that. subject; 


‘but there are thousands and -hundreds of thou- 


sands of honest men in the United States who, 
although they never mean. to resist the fugitive 
slave law, would never take an oath to support 
it. Some of them believe the meaning of an oath 
to support it is, that they shall be bound actually 
to apprehend a runaway negro, and deliver him, 
if they can, to his owner. Such a law will drive 
out of the Territory many honest and useful citi- 
zens, who are no fanatics; and who never mean 
to resist any law of their country. i 

I will not go through the whole catalogue of 
the oppressive laws of this Territory. have 
done that before to-day, There are others as bad 
as these to which I have now referred; and I say 
now, that unless the committee of onfercnce, 
which we are about to appoint, shah go the 
whole fength of cdhsenting to the repeal of those 
abominable acts, the responsibility of the defeat 
of the Army bill will not rest entirely on the 
House of Representatives. Repeal those laws, 
and that House will have no ground to stand 
upon should it defeat the bill. Sir, they would 
give way; the friends of the Army appropriations 
would immediately gain an accession of strength 
in that House sufficient to carry them by aheayy 
vote. 

Mr. President, I know thag it has been quite a 
favorite argument here. and has been urged, de 
die in diem, that the Kansas and Nebraska act 
conferred the whole power of self-governmenton 
the people of the Territory of Kansas; that, by 
virtue of the terms of that act, we had given the 
Legislature there the power to do as it pleased ; 
and that any act now to repeal any statute of 
their enactment would be a trespass on the great 
principle of self-government, which was recog- 
nized by that act. Sir, I am ready to meet any 
man on this floor who ventures to take that posi- 
tion here now; it is utterly false; it is worse than 
sophistry. The act confers no such power; but, 
by its express terms, the law which gives the 
legislative authority confers only power to legis- 
late upon “rightful abject ofdegislation.” That 
is the language of the law; and will any man tell 
me that such topics as I have been alluding to 
were rightful subjects of legislation? Who will 
pretend that it was rightful for this Legislature 
to have directed the imprisonment at hard labor 
for two years for expressing an opinion, as a 
lawyer or a politician, upon the question whether 
slavery doesor does notrightfully existin Kansas? 

Sir, I undertake to say here that, by virtue of 
that act, John C. Calhoun, were he now living in 
Kansas, might be sent to the penitentiary. I 
served with him on a committee of this body in 
the year 1848, in reference to a compromise 
which heand I were endeavoring to press through, 
and which was defeated by the Free-Soilers and 
seven southern votes in the other House—a meas- 
ure that would havegiven peace, inmy judgment, 
to the country at that time; and I know well that 
he then contended that Congress could not ggnfer 
on the Legislature of a Territory the power to 
legislate on the subject of slavery. The act of 
the Kansas Legislature which establishes slavery 
there, would be, in his judgment, utterly void, 
I say, too, there are at this moment hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of slaveholders in the United 
States, and many of them able lawyers too, who 
entertain the opinion that slavery does not go, 
proprio vigore, into any Territory; that it exists 
only by the force of positive enactment, 1s a 
creature of municipal law, and can exist only by 
virtue of municipal law. 

Sir, let us beware in time; let us take heed! 
Behind you stands the portrait of the immortal 
Hampden, who led in the great contest for civil 
liberty in England in 1642, rousing a mighty 
nation into a revolution, which cost the lives of 
half a million of men, by his patriotic resistance 
to the demand of ship money by the tyrant Stuart. 
These acts of Kansas are more oppressive, tyran- 
nical, and unjust, than the claim of ship money 
levied by Charles I, Sir, beware of the spirit of 
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the true American, whether southern or northern, 
eastern or western. Once indulge him to believe 
that you-intend to trample on his liberty, and 
you ‘thereby arm him for any encounter with 
oppression, no matter from what quarter it may 
proceed. “Let us pause in time, sir, and divest 
ourselves of all responsibility forthese unjust and 
infamous laws; and suffer me again to ring it in 
your ears, that unless the Senate shall consent to 
their repeal, the responsibility of disbanding the 
troops, if the Army bill shall be lost, will rest on 
you, gentlemen of the Senate, at least as much as 
on the House of Representatives. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, Senators of 
ripe age, large experience, and acknowledged 
ability—Senators who have long served with dis- 
tinction.in the national councils, have expressed 
their deep concern at the present attitude of the 
two Houses of Congress, and admonished the 
Senate and the country that our public affairs 
were in acritical and alarming condition. The 
veteran Senators from Delaware, Tennessee, and 
Michigan, (Messrs. CLAYTON, BELL, and Cass,]} 
‘have indulged in the expression of gloomy appre- 
hensiong för the future of the Republic. Ido not 
share, Mr. President, in these forebodings. I 
take a more cheerful and hopeful view “of the 
ublic affairs of the country. I trust 1am not 
ess devoted to the country—to the preservation 
of its institutions—to the perpetuity of the unity 
of the States, and the indivisibility of the Repub- 
lic, than those distinguished Senators; but I see 
nothing in this conflict between the two Flouses 
of Congress that shakes my steady faith in the 
stability of our republican institutions and the 
durability of that bond of union that makes us 
one people. I may, indulge in the illusion of an 
overweening confidence in the intelligence and 
natriotism of the people, and the strength of the | 

overnment, but I see nothing in the political | 
horizon that gives me any apprehensions for the 
present—any foreboding for the future. On the | 
contrary, sir, I see, or L think I see, in the devel- 
opment, expansion, and vitality of those ideas 
of popular liberty that underlie the causes which 
have produced ‘this stern conflict here in the 
national Capitol, between the representatives of 
the people and the representatives of the States, 
between the democratic and conservative elements 
of the Government, much to cheer the hopes of 
the patriot, who would make the Republic great, 
free, glorious—an example to the nations. My 
faith is strong that the Democratic clements of 
our Government, long obscured by the dark, 
dreary, and chilling shadows of the slave-po wer, 
will emerge from the contest through which we 
are passing, invigorated and strengthened; that 
our free institutions will come out of these shad- | 
ows that have obscured their original luster, and, 
like the stars, when the winds have swept mists | 
and clouds from the heavens, beam upon the | 
world in their original brightness. 

But, while I sce nothing, Mr. President, in 
this conflict, to excite apprehension or alarm, 


here, or in the country, l see clearly that the two | 
Houses of Congress stand in a most extraordi- 


nary attitude before the country. The eye of | 
the nation is upon them. They are now passing | 
through the severe ordeal of the public serutiny. | 
The public judgment, from the verdict of which 
there lies no appeal, will soon be authoritatively 
proggunced upon the action of the Senate and || 
the action of the House of Representatives. To | 
that public judgment I am willing to commit, | 
with undoubting confidence, the motives, pur- 
poses, and acts of the minority in this Chamber, | 
and the majority in the other. Let us recur, Mr. 
President, to the record, to the action of the Sen- 
ate and the action of the House of Representa- 
tives, by which the two Houses have been placed l 
in their present attitude of antagonism before the ! 
country. The executive department asked Con- į 
gress to grant $14,000,000 for the support of the 
Army during the current year. The House of | 
Representatives cheerfully voted the amount re- 
quired—the anti-Administration majority woting 
all the supplies demanded by the Executive 
But the House, mindful of the condition of sub- 


1. “Phat no part of the military foree of the United |! 
States shall be employed in aid of the enforcement of any i! 
enactment of the body claiming to be the Territorial Legis- i 


‘the two Houses the reasons for that act. 


| Senator from Vi 


‘facts. 


lature of Kansas, until such enactments shall have been 
affirmed and approved by Congress. . 

2. “ This proviso shail not be so construed as to prevent 
the Presidént from employing an adequate military force, 
but it shall be his duty to employ such force to prevent the 
invasion of said Territory by armed bands of non-residents, 
or any other body of non-residents, acting, or claiming to 


act, ds a posse comitatus of any officer in said Territory, in 


| the enforcement of any such enactment, and to protect the 


persons and property therein, and upon the national high- 
ways leading to said Territory, from all unlawful searches 
and seizures. 

3. “Tt shall be his duty to take efficient measures to com- 
pel the return of, and withhold, all arms of the United States 
distributed in or to said Territory.” 

The Senate, under the lead of the Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hunrmr,] amended the bill by 
striking out this proviso. The House refused to 
concur inthisamendment. The Senate insisted, 
committees of conference were appointed, and 
each House firmly insisted upon its policy. The 
hour of twelve o’clock, the 18th of August, the 
time fixed for the close of the first session of the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress, came—the two Houses 
adjourned, and, with the adjournment, fell the 
Army appropriation bill. The Presidentpromptly 
summoned Congress to assemble, and laid before 
The 
Executive pressed upon Congress the necessity 
of granting the. supplies for the support of the 
Army now scattered over the country, in the for- 
tresses, along the sca-board, in Florida, Texas, 
New Mexico, on the western plains, on the 
shores of the Pacific, in Oregon and Washington 
Territories. The House promptly responded 
to this appeal of the Executive by passing a new 
bill to grant the $14,000,000 required. Still mind- 
ful of the wrongs of Kansas, the Mouse inserted 
into the bill the same proviso. The supporters 
of the Administration in the House, in utter dis- 
regard of the pressing appeals of the President, 
voted, toa man, against the bill, choosing to haz- 
ard the loss of the bill rather than restrict the 
President in the use of the Army in the enforce- 
ment of the usurpation in Kansas. The Senate 
again, under the lead of the Senator from Vir- 
einia, (Mr. Fluxrur,] raised the issue with the 
House by striking out the proviso. ‘The House 
again refused to concur, The Senate again, under 
the same counsels, insisted upon its amendment, 
and haughtily announced to the House, that it 
would not ask for a committee of conference. 
The House adhered to its proviso, sent the bill 
here, and the Senate, on motion of the Senator 
from Virginia, adhered, and thus slaughtered the 
bill here in this Chamber. ‘Ihe House once more 
took up the old bill, and voted to adhere to the 
proviso, 

‘Khe bill is now before us. If we recede, and 
pass it, this controversy will close; but the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, with the full knowledge that 
he is again putting the bill in peril, has moved to 
insist, and ask a committee of conference. In sub- 
mitting this motion, the Senator from Virginia 
avows that he docs so to give the House another 
opportunity to retrace its steps. The House, he 
tells us, bas acted without proper deliberation, 
and he now hopes it will abandon the position it 
has assumed. he action of the House, Mr. 
President, has been denounced in unmeasured. 
terms in this Chamber. 
ginia (Mr. Huyrer] pronounced the action of 
the House “unparliamentary, unconstitutional, 


| : ! 
revolutionary.” Assuming to stand upon the, 


sure basis of the Constitution, the Senator cx- 
claimed, “ Perish the appropriation bill! Perish 
the Army! Save the Constitution 1” 


nunciauons against the House. He, too, pro- 
nounces the action of the House to be * unparlia- 
mentary, unconstitutional, revolutionary.” The 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Toe ] unites 
his voice with the Senators from Virginia, and 
denounce the action of the House, sustained, as 


that action was, by the votes of the delegation 


1 4 < $e 
: from the State of Connecticut, as ‘* unparliament- 


1? 


ary, unconstitutional, revolutionary!’ Sir, the 
declarations of these Senators are supported by 
no authorities, no reasons, no arguments, no 


country, the weight usually attached to declara- 
tions which are unsustained by reason, argument, 
fact, or authority. 

These Senators have assumed to vail themselves 
in the garments of constitutional law and parlia- 
mentary authority. I intend to disrobe the hon- i 


‘ these Senators. 


The Senator from Vir- |) <. : 
à l| site for the support of the Government.” This 


he Cons The other | 
vinia [Mr. Mason] joins in de- |; 


They are bold, unsupported assertions; | 
‘and they will have, upon the Senate and the 


t 
| of no force. 
i 
1 


orable Senators. I mean to strip them so naked 
that the mantle of charity, which is said to 
“ cover a multitude of sins,” will not hide their 
i nakedness from the public gaze. The action of 
the House is pronounced * unconstitutional” by 
Other Senators have repeated 
| the declaration. Will these Senators condescend 
to inform the Senate what clause of the Consti- 
tution the House has violated by putting this © 
proviso in the appropriation bill? Will these 
Senators point to the violated section or clause? 
The House refuses to pass the Army appropria- 
tion bill without a proviso that the Army shall 
not be used to sustain the pretended laws of the 
Shawnee Mission Legislature. The House plants 
itself upon its constitutional rights. It claims the 
power and the right to vote the supplies upon 
such conditions as it deems essential to secure 
the liberties, and redress the wrongs, of the 
people of Kansas. The British House of Com- 
mons, upon which our Elouse was modeled, has 
such a “control,” to use the language of Hal- 
lam, “over the executive power,” ‘that no 
Administration can possibly subsist without its 
concurrence.’? The Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] admitted, the other day, that the House 
of Commons has nominally the power to stop 
the supplies, but that it has not exercised that 
power for two hundred years. Sir, the British 
House of Commons retains, in all its vigor, this 
power, which it won by half a century of civic 
strife. If it does not exercise that power, the 
reason is because, to quote the words of Hallam, 
“it ig so much a participator in the executive 
powcr,” that the Ministry always retires before 
the Commons resort to the exercise of that power. 
Even the Melbourne Ministry, that clung with 
relentless tenacity to power, retired from office 
in 1841, when the Commons hinted that no more 
| money would be granted, But the House is 
sustained in this conflict by the authority of 
| James Madison. His capacious mind conceived, 
i and his skillful hand framed, many of the pro- 
visions of the Constitution. If any American 
statesman, among the living or the dead, ever 
understood the intentions of the framers of the 
Constitution, or the powers of that instrument, 
James Madison was that man. He has been fitly 
| designated the father of the Constitution. In No. 
158, of the Sth volume of the Federalist, Mr. 
Madison says: > 

“ The House of Representatives can not only refuse, but 
they alone can propose the supplies requisite for the sup- 
port of Government. They, in a word, hold the purse: that 
powert instrument by which we behold in the history of 
the British constitution, an infant and humble represent- 
ation of the people, gradually enlarging the sphere of its ac- 
tivity and importance, and finally reducing, as far as it 
seems to bave wished, all the overgrown prerogatives of the 
other branches of the Government. ‘This power over the 
purse may, in fact, be regarded as the most complete and 
effectual weapon with which any constitution cap ann. the 
innaediate Representatives of the people for obtaining u 
redress of every grievance, and for carrying inta effect every 
just and salutary measure.” 

I submit to every candid mind, that the action 
! of the House is fully sustained by this authority 
of Mr. Madison. ‘The House of Representa- 
tives,” says Mr. Madison, can not only refuse, 
| but they alone can ‘* propose the supplies requi- 


| declaration is full, ample, complete. If the House 

ean refuse the supplies requisite for the support 
of Government;”? if it possesses this ‘*com- 
plete and effective weapon” “for obtaining a 
redress of every grievance, and for carrying into 
effect every just and salutary measure,” the occa- 
| sion surely demands the full exercise of that power 

by the House, and, in its firm exercise, to use 
the words of Madison, “it will be sustained by 
the consciousness of being supported in its de- 
mands by right, by reason, and by the Constitu- 
tion.” From O’Brien’s American Military Law, 
published in 1848, I quote this extract, which 
fully sustains the power now claimed by the 
House: _ 

“This prerogative of commands so formidable tn appear- 
ance, will, in practice, be found to be very limited, hemmed 
in and contracted as it may always be by the positive or 
negative action of the National Legislature. 

& The command of the President is, indeed, absolute 
| within its sphere, but its sphere is bounded on ail sides by 
law. The moment the Executive oversteps the boundaries 
prescribed, he becomes powerless, and his commands are 
Congress may declare when and for what objects 
the Army is to be used, and for what purpose it may not be 
| used, and thus chart out accurately the limits of Executive 
power. And even within these limits the action of the 
Executive indirectly, but, absolutely, depends on the con- 
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currence of Congress, which must appropriate funds for 
the purpose, before even a corporal’s guard can be moved. 
«sy contracted is the actual authority of the President, 
that but for the protective power of his qualified veto, his 
command might be so restricted by legi-lation as to destroy 
its utitity. Tris in the power of Congress not only to pro- 
tect itself. but to embarrass the action of the Executive at j 
every step. It may prohibit the approach of troops within | 
a certain distance from the Capitol —it may raise troops for 
a speria! service, such as to garrison a particular fort or to ! 
operate in a particular district, and may declare that this | 
corps shall serve nowhere else.”? 
Sustained, Mr. President, by the example of | 
the House of Commons, and by the authority of | 
James Madison, and by the authority I have just 
quoted, the House of Representatives—the ‘Re- 
publican party—will not shrink from the issue 
tendered by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Elunrer.] That Senator told us that he would 
appeal to the people—that he would arraign the | 
House, the Republican party, before the people, 
and charge them with attempting to go into power | 
over the ruins of a broken Constitution. Sup- 
ported by “ right, by reason,and by the Consti- 
tution,” and by the proud consciousness that we | 
are contending for the rights, liberties, and lives į 
of the wronged people of distant Kansas, against 
the exercise of usurped and arbitrary power, we | 
tell the Senator from Virginia that we will meet 
him before the tribunal of the people. I say to | 
that Senator, I say to his compeers, weare ready | 
this day and this hour to adjourn to the forum of į 
the people. Will you do it, Senators of the Ad- | 
ministration? Will you do it? You will not do | 
it! You dare not do it! No, Senators, you dare 
not do it! 
Passing, Mr. President, from the consideration | 
of the charge of ‘‘unconstitutionality,”’ so flip- | 
paniy- made by the honorable Senators from | 
irginia, [Messrs. Hewrer and Masox,] and the 
Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Toucey,] I pro- 
ceed to notice the charge made by these Senators, | 
that this action of the House is ‘ unparliament- 
ary.” From the words of these Senators, and 
from their votes, I will demonstrate that this 
action of the House is not contrary to the par- 
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liamentary practice of the two Houses of Con- 
ae By the words and by the votes of these 
Senators, I mean now to meet their reckless as- 
sertions. Inthe closing days of the session of 
1849, Mr. Walker, of Wisconsin, offered an 
amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill, to 
extend over the territories acquired from Mexico 
by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the Consti- 
tution of the United States, the revenue laws, 
the laws concerning the public lands, and other 
acts of Congress of a public and general ‘char- | 
acter. This amendment then goes on to confer, | 
in the words of Mr. Walker, ‘ mighty powers”? | 
upon the Executive. I ask the Sceretary to read | 
this amendment. Let the Senators from Vir- | 
ginja who now pronounce this proviso ‘‘ un- 
constitutional, unparliamentary, revolutionary,” 
hear this amendment, clothing the President with 
dictatorial powers, and which they voted to place 
upon the civil and diplomatic bill, read. Let the 
Sonate here it read, so that we may contrast these 
Senators in 1836 with these Senators in 1849: 

« The President of the United States be, aud he is hereby, 
authorized to preseribe aud establish all proper and needful 
rules and regulations (in conformity with the Constitution 
“the United States) for the entorcement of said laws in j 


"Territory, and for the preservation of order and tran- | 
quilliry, and the es blishment of justice therein, and from i 
time to time to modify or change the said rutes and regula- 
onsin such manner as may seem to him disereet and 
proper; and may preseribe and establish, temporarily, such 
divisions, districts, ports, offices, and arrangements proper 
for the execution of said laws, and appoint and commission 
such officers as may be necessary to administer such laws 
in said Territory for such term or terms as he may pre- 
scribe, whose authority shall continue until otherwise pro- 
vided by Congress; said officers to receive such compensa- 
tion as the President may pres e, not exceeding double 
me compensation heretofore paid to similar officers of the 
United states, or its Territories, for like services; and to 
enable the same to be done, the sum of $200,000 be appro- 
pried ont of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated.” 

Messrs. Brix, Butter, Doveras, FitzPaTRIcK, i 
Houston, Hester, Mason, Rusk, SEBASTIAN, 
Yuree—ten Senators on the other side of the 
Chamber, voted, in 1849, to incorporate this ex- 
traordinary proposition into the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. It was carried through the Senate by 
a vote of 29 to 27—lost in the House by 100 yeas 
to 114 nays. General Dix, of New York, thus 
described this proposition: 


& Jt is literally arming him with dictatorial powers. Iti 
appears to me to delegate to him, nearly in the language of + 


the Constitution, the power under which the authority to 
establish governments for the Territories has been claimed. 
And, sir, if the President elect, on taking into his hands the 
reins of Government, should find himself, in respect to the 
States, a less absolute ruler than he was at the head of his 
army, he will, in respect to these Territories, be amply 
indemnified for any diminution of authority he may have 
sustained by exchanging a military for a civil station, He 
will find himself in the possession of larger powers than he 
ever before possessed? * * * Phe object of the 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin is more than 
temporary, whatever its language may isaport. It bas no 
limitation in point of time. The powers it confers ure 
equally unlimited in scope and duration.” 


The Hon. John M. Niles, of Connecticut, char- 
acterized the proposition in language not to be 
misunderstood. He said: ~ 

& The proposition is startling, and is there any example 
for it? [deny the right and authority of Congress to dele- 
gate its legislative powers to the Executive. ‘The Consti- 
tution does notauthorize this”? * * * * “Andisitsup- 
posed that the people of these Territories will quictly sub- 
mit to an arbitrary government of this kind? Will they 
submit to a despotism—to the government of one man—and 
to be deprived of all participation in the Government you 
establish over them 2> * * «Can there be any example 
found in modern times of a colonial system like this? Are 
the colonies of any of the European Powers subjected to a 
system so despotic as this? We are in the habitof consid: 
ering the British Government as aristocratic and arbitrary ; 
but has it any colonies subject to a despotic system like this ? 
Would any minister dare to propose such a system? If any 
one were to do it, he would be driven from his post with 
disgrace and infamy.” * * * “Itgives power to make 
Jaws generally, and all plenary powers of legi ation, to the 
President. And what is a despotism, if this is not? Does 
it not embrace all the essential elements of arbitrary, un- 
regulated, and unrestrained power? A despotisin, as defined 
by Montesquieu, was a union of al} the powers of the Gov- 
ernment—the legislative, executive, and judicial powers 
are allinit. And this proposition comes pretty near to the 
same thing.” 

This extraordinary proposition, thus charac- 
terized by two distinguished statesmen, was sus- 
tained by the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hux- 
TER] in an earnest and, I need not say, eloquent 
speech. Mr, Walker, on opening his remarks 
for the proposition, said that several Senators 
had requested him to withdraw the arnendment 
from the civil and diplomatic bill, and he ex- 
pressed a willingness to do so, if the Senate indi- 
cated a wish that he should do so. The Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. Mason] promptly responded 
by saying, that, if the Senator withdrew it, he 
«would renew it.” Yes, sir, this Senator, who 
now pronounces the action of the House “ un- 
parliamentary, unconstitutional, revolutionary, 
not only sustained this proposition, which clothed 
the Executive with ‘mighty powers,” by his 
vote, but he threatened to renew it if it should be 
withdrawn by the mover, in compliance with the 
request of other Senators. The Senator was 
willing to unite with twenty-eight other Senators, 
and force twenty-seven Senators who were op- 
posed to the proposition, to vote against the ap- 
propriation bill, or vote for a proposition they 
would not approve. At the last session of the 
Thirty-Third Congress, the House of Represent- 
atives incorporated into the civil and diplomatic 
bill five sections, making a sweeping change in 
the revenue laws.. This was not only general 
legislation upon an appropriation bill, but it was 
legislation of the highest importance to the people 
and the Government—a proposition not only 
affecting the revenue, but affecting the business 
interests of the people. | 
the Committee on Finance, at the head of which 


was the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunter. | 


He, as chairman of the committee, reported in | 


favor of this general legislation upon the appro- 
priation bill. The veteran Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Crayton] m € 
sectionsconcerning the revision of the tariff. The 
Senator from Virginia resisted the motion, and 
in reply to the remark of the Senator from Dei- 
aware and others, he defended this proposed 
general legislation. He admitted that he was 
generally opposed to ‘‘ tacking” upon the appro- 
priation bills measures of general legislation, but 
he contended that the practice had been in favor 
of such legislation. I quote from his speeches on 
that occasion to show that he did not think in 


1855, any more than in 1849, that this kind of 


legislation was “ unparliamentary, unconstitu- 
tional, revolutionary.”’ 


“There may be no precedent,” says the Senator, which 
has gone to this length, 


tain one, so far as the principle is concerned.” * 


« And while I admit the general rule, I must at the sam 


< 
= 
time be allowed to say that there are exceptions, and [think į 


this cage presents one. 


©The Senate, whenever it has any favorite object in 
view, makes no seruple in overriding the rule for the pur- 
pose of putting it on a bili which may force it throug: 
My friend from South Carolina (Mr. Borner] bas re erred 
ta the fact, that they pnt the incongruous clause, abolishing 
flogging in the Navy, in a general appropriation bill. T may 
| say that the whole general legislation for the Navy and 

Army has been, for the last five or six years, done on general 

appropriation bills.” 

“ Hardly an appropriation passes,” exclaims 
the Senator from: Virginia, ‘which does not con- 
tain general legislation, so far as the principle is 
concerned ae “The general legislation for the 
Army and Navy,” he tells us, “has been done 
on general appropriation bills”? Nowit is “‘un- 

arliamentary” for the House to put this proviso - 
into the bill)? 

The Senator from Virginia nearest to me, [Mr. . 
Mason,] who will not even consider the expedi- 
ency of repealing the obnoxious Kansas laws 
until the House backs square down from this 
amendment, supported his colleague in the efforts 
to force through a revision of the tariff by means 
of the civil and diplomatic bill. He said: 

“Sir, we have found from practical experience that, at 
least at the short session of Congress, you can get no meas- 
ure through, unless you can make that measure avail itself of 
the vehicle of an appropriation. bill. This is not the first in- 
stance. There is no precedent in this. The precedent has 
been established before. Ji startles honorable gentlemen, 
because it is a great measure which is placed in this vehicle 
in order to get it through; but we have measures compar- 
atively minor every day made to avail themselves of the 
same aid of getting through in legislation.” 

“There is no precedent,” exclaims the Sena- 
tor, “in this. The precedent has been estab- 
lished before”? Yes, sir, “the precedent has 
been established;” yet the Senator who uttered 
those words in March, 1855, makes this Chant: 
ber echo with his anathemas upon the House for 
acting upon “ established precedent.” Oh, con- 
sistency ! thou art indeed a jewel! The Senator 
from Connecticut [Mr. Toucer] came to the aid 
of his friends from Virginia, That Senator said: 

« But [rose only for the purpose of vindicating the course 

j of the committee. Iam opposed to blending in our legis- 
lation subjects that are not connected, Cthink it is wrong. 
When Isay wrong, I mean impotitic. We have a right; a 
| perfect right, and without coercion, to adopt this measure, 
if we approve of it. We have a right, a perfect right, to 
reject it if we disapprove of 11.77 

In 1855 it was only ‘impolitic to blend in legis- 
lation subjects not connected t t When l say 
wrong, I mean impolitic,”’ exclaimed the Sen- 


iÍ to the Senate to send the matter up here. 


The bill was referred to | 


ii tasteful to the Senate. 


oved to strike out these five | 


ut there have been precedenis— 
indeed hardly an appropriation passes which does not con- 
+ 


| ator from Connecticut then, Now, it is “ un- 

narliamentary, unconstitutional, revolutionar 132 
is thisstatesmanlike? Is this worthy of the Sen- 
ate of the United States? That Senator went so 
far, the other day, as to tell us that the Flouse 
knew the Senate was opposed to the proviso! 
Well, sir, supposing the House did know the 
Senator from Connecticut and his compeers on 
that side of the Chamber did not relish this pro- 
viso, were the members bound to surrender t neir 
own judgments to gratify the wishes and meet 
the cxigencies of those Senators? Perhaps it 
| would save a great deal of trouble if the Senate 
should send down to the House, whenever it 
made a proposition, that it would be distasteful 
Such 
a sentiment is better fitted for the Senate of Louis 
Napoleon than for this Chamber. This proviso 
is “ revolutionary, unparliamentary, unconstitu- 
| tional,” because the Tlouse knew that it was dis- 
Sir, such a snggestion as 
this would excite a smile, if uttered by a third- 
rate county court lawyer in some justice’s court. 
I disrhiss it from this Chamber. 

While the proposition of the Senator from 

Delaware was pending, to strike out of the bill 
| the sections relating to the revision of the revenue 
laws, Mr. Wells, then a Senator here, compli- 
; mented the Senator from Virginia for rising above 
the little technicalities of parliamentary practice, 
and standing upon his “ rights and privileges.” 
li Mr. Wells said: 
“I honor him more than ever after the language which 
| ne has used here to-night, that he, as an American states: 
|; man. and an American citizen, will exercise the rights and 
i) privileges which he possesses, and discharge the duties 

which are incumbent upon him, independent of any of 

| these technical trammels.’? 
|i his compliment, so generously tendered by 
ll the Senator from New Hampshire, was grace- 
‘fully, and I doubt not, sir, gratefully received by 
! the Senator from Virginia. F think the other 
' Senator from Virginia, and the Senator from Con- 
| necticut, who last year rose with the chairman of | 


] 
ithe Finance Committee abore “' technical: tram? 


t 
i 
l 
i 


| 
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mels,”: would willingly have shared in the com- 
jliment of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
Torren Senators on the other side of the Cham- 
ber last year rose with these Senators above 
“technical trammels,’’and voted to force through 
the Senate the revision. of the tariff by using the 
civil and diplomatic bill. Now, these Senators 
join in pronouncing the action of the House 
čt revolutionary, ™ ‘ unparliamentary,’’ ‘* uncon- 
stitutional.’? By the votes, and out of the mouths, 
of these Senators, I convict them and condemn | 
them. Ihave examined many of the appropri- 
ation bills, running back as faras the administra- 
tion of General Jackson. Ihave examined some 
half a dozen of the Army bills of recent date, 
and I have not yet found one upon which I have 
not found ingrafted general legislation. I have 
not time to refer to these acts; but I will say that 
T find, upon examination, that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Hunrer] was right when he said 
that, “for the last five or six years most of our 
general legislation for the Navy and Army was 
made in the appropriation bills.” I find that the 
act abolishing flogging in the Navy was carried 
upon an appropriation bill, and that the vener- 
able Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] voted 
for it, although he now joins in denouncing the 
House for this attempt upon the Army bill to 
arrest the further execution of laws by the Army 
in Kansas, which he has pronounced upon this 
floor ‘a disgrace to the country and the age.” 

Sir, if the Senator could vote to put upon an 
appropriation bill an act prohibiting the inhuman 
and degrading system of flogging under the na- 
tional flag upon the seas, surely he should not | 
denounce as “< unparliamentary”’ or revolution- 
ary,” this attempt to ingraft upon the Army ap- 
propriation bill a provision forbidding the Pres- | 
ident to execute with the bayonets the law by 
which women—yes, sir, women—may be pus- 
ished by ‘stripes not exceeding twenty-one.” 
Shall your dragoons stand guard while these 
“twenty-one stripes’? are laid on the back of a 
woman ? f 

Having demonstrated, Mr. President, that the 
Senators from Virginia and Connecticut, and 
their associates here, by their speeches and their | 
votes, have sustained, fully sustained, the action 
of the House; having demonstrated that their 
new-born zeal for parliamentary law and consti- 
tutional modes of legislation is all pretense— 
mere hollow-hearted pretense—I now pass to the 
consideration of the provisions of the proviso— 
to the discussion of the precise issues that divide 
the two Houses and the members in both [louses. 
The people of the United States are a practical 
people; and I tell Senators upon the other side | 
of the Chamber, that the practical sense of the 
country will decide this issue—not upon pett 
constitutional quibbles—not upon the teehnical= 
ities of parliamentary law—but upon the sub- | 
stance of the proviso itself. Mr. President, the | 
Senator from California, [Mr. Wun.er,} without 
consultation with his political associates, yester- 
day introduced his bill to extend over Kansas 
the provisions of the Constitution of the United 
States. That the Senator intended to repeal some 
few of the obnoxious enactments of the Kansas ; 
Legislature, which he denounced as ‘ infamous” į 
‘a disgrace to the country, to this age, or any 
age,” I have no doubt; but his bill does not ac- 
complish that object. Why docs not the Senator 
clearly and distinctly point out the acts he intends 
to abrogate? Why resort to this declaration of 
general principles? Why reénact the Constitu- 
tion in Kansas? The Senator from South Caro- 
lina has characterized the bill as a declaration 
of abstract principles. With a judiciary over 
which Lecompte presides—a judge who decrees 
printing presses and hotels to be nuisances to be: 
put down by cannon shot—a judge who instructs 
juries to indiet governors, senators, and repre- 
sentatives, for high treason and constructive trea- 
son,—lIam sure these laws will be pronounced in 
harmony with the abstract declaration embodied 
in. the bill of the Senator from California. The 
Senator tells us to-day that his proposition was 
not received on this side of the Chamber in good |i 
faith, The Senator is mistaken. We all wel- 
comed his bill. I moved two additional sections 
to secure the object he sought to secure. If the j 


Senator and his associates wished to pass his bill | 
they could easily have voted down my amend- | 
ments. He knows, they know, that we should ii 


vyote for his bill even if it could not be amended. 
But I can tell the Senator why this bill goes to 
the table to-day, and by his consent. His bill 
was met by the stern resistance of Senators on 
his side of the Chamber—Senators that are obeyed 
quite as implicitly here as they are on the planta- 
tion. A debate sprang up, and Senators on his 
side of the Chamber were illustrating the beauties 
of that squatter sovereignty which the people of 
Kansas have found a delusion and a cheat. Your 
leaders were mortified and alarmed. The Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. HunteR] came to the rescue. 
The Senate adjourned in hot haste, and Senators 
hurried into seeret-conclave, where it was determ- 
ined to strangle the Senator’s bantling. This 
morning the Senator from California himself came 
in here, and, in the face of the country, assisted 
intheimmolation. Sir, the good intentions of the 
Senator—the measure he had in a moment of in- 
dependence conceived, are all to-day immolated 
upon the altar of party expediency. The Sena- 
tor from Virginia [Mr. Mason] rose and cen- 


sured not only Senators upon this side of the | 


Chamber, who have pronounced the Kansas laws 
infamous, but chided in no gentle terms the ven- 
erable Senators from Michigan [Mr. Cass] and 
Delaware, [Mr. CLayron,] and the Senator from 
California, [Mr. We ter, ] for proclaiming these 
enactments a disgrace to the age in which we live. 
That Senator confessed that he had not read these 
laws; yet, with sublime audacity, he stood tip 
before the Senate, and presumed to rebuke Sena- 
tors on this side of the Chamber who have read 
these laws, who have studied and mastered this 


whole Kansas question, and the distinguished | 
Senators from Delaware and Michigan, whose | 


attainments and acquisitions contribute so much 
to clevate and adorn the Senate. We have no 


right, the Senator from Virginia tells us, to de- | 
nounce these laws, because they were made by a 
portion of the American people. No right to | 


denounce laws that would give a darker hue to the 
bloody code of Draco, because American citizens 
made them! But the Senator, after announcing 
this singular doctrine, forgot to act up to it, for 
he declared that we had ‘Jaws in the northern 
States that made the worst breed of men on earth.” 
Will the Senator designate these laws which make 
this vile breed of men? If we have such laws, 
point them out—denounce them—brand them— 
hold them up to the scorn of the universe until 
the people shall blot them out of the statute- 
books. “I know the Senator from Virginia has 
associated with this breed of men from the North $ 
and he has scen them “ turn pale as cream-faced 
loons” at the nod of their masters. Sir, the laws 
of the North did not make these men. They 
have been deluded by the slave power until, 
« Pliant and apt, they lose no chance to show 
‘Yo what base depths apostacy ean go.” i 

The Senator from Virginia will respect no laws 
until the House backs square down. He would 
have the people of the TTerrilories amend their 
own laws 1f they do not like them. If that Sen- 
ator had condescended to examine the subject 
so that he would be authorized to give opinions 
entitled to corfsideration here or in the country, 
he would have made the discovery that the free- 
State people of Kansas are completely disfran- 
chised by these laws—that they have no power 
to right their wrongs—no power to frame and 
control the government of that Territory. The 
free-State men of Kansas, who went into the 
Territory after you had legislated freedom out, 
under the delusive promise that they could shape 
its future, are disfranchised and powerless. The 
murdered Dow, the murdered Barber, the mur- 
dered Brown, and the murdered Hoyt, who sleep 
in their bloody shrouds beneath the virgin soil of 
Kansas, have as much power to legally shape its 


} future, as have the free-State men who yet linger 
; upon the soil, disfranchised, dishonored, and de- 


graded. On the 30th of March, 1855, the people 
of Kansas were summoned to the polls to elect 
a Legislative Assembly. Five thousand armed 
men from Missouri rushed into the Territory, 


| seized the electoral urns, and by force and fraud 


elected a Legislature. That Legislature assem- 


bled and proceeded to consummate the work of | 


conquest. This invasion, this usurpation, this 
legislation, has been upheld by the Executive, 
with the Army of the United States. The House 
of Representatives declare that the President 
shall no longer uphold this usurpation — these 
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enactments, with the Army. The Sevate insist 
that the President shall uphold this usurpation— 
these enactments, with the bayonet. Let us 
examine the acts of these usurpers which Sena- 
tors will not repeal, which they insist shall be 
upheld and enforced by the sabers of the dra- 
goons. By these enactments the free people of 
the Territory are all disfranchised. 

££ No person who shall have been convicted of any viola- 
tion of any provision of an act of Congress entitled «An 
act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons escaping 
from the service of their masters,’ approved February 12, 
1793, or of an act to amend and supplementary to said act, 
approved September 18, 1850, whether such conviction 
were by criminal. proceeding or by civil action, for the re~ 
covery of any penalty prescribed by either of said acts, in 
any courts of the United States, or of any State or Terri- 
tory, shall be entitled to vote at any election, or to hold any 
office in this Territory: Provided further, That if any per- 
son offering to vote shall be challenged, and required to take 
an oath or affirmation, to be administered by one of the 
judges of clection, that. he will sustain the provisions of the 
above-recited acts of Congress, and of the act entitled ‘An 
act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,’ 
approved May 30, 1854, and shall refuse to take such oath 
or affirmation, the vote of such person shail be rejected.” 

By this act the actual settlers of Kansas, if one 
of them should have “harbored,” that is, given 
acup of cold water, a crust of bread, and anight’s 
shelter, to some poor, weary fugitive, fleeing with 
perhaps bloodhounds baying on his track, from 
slavery, to find freedom and protection beneath 
the flag of the British Queen, and been convicted 
of that act of humanity and Christian charity in 
past years, he would be disfranchised altogether. 
Perhaps the Senator from Virginia, who has, I 
suppose, a paternal affection for his monstrosity 
—the fugitive slave law—thinks this act of pro- 
scription just! Here is a provision requiring a 
test oath to support the fugitive slave act and the 
Kansas-Nebraska act—a provision that wholly 
disfranchises all northern men who have the least 
sense of manhood left. This test oath, which 
disfranchises the free-State men, the House de- 
clares shall not be further upheld and enforced 
by the Army. The Senate, by the votes of the 
Senators from New England, (Messrs. Toucry 
and Atuen,] from the Central States, [Messrs. 
Bieter, Bropuean, and Wrieut,} and the 
Northwest, {Messrs. Cass, Doveras, Puen, 
Brient, and Doper,] has declared that the Pres- 
ident shall not be denied the use of the Army to 
enforce this gigantic crime of usurped power 
against the free people of Kansas. Let the 
people; sir—let the people of New England, of 

ennsylvania, and the Northwest, remember 
that their Senators have voted that the President 
shall not be denied the use of the Army to enforce 
this test oath that disfranchises free men. These 
Senators have responded to the declarations of 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Huwrer,] and 
they are ready to let the bill fail, and the Army 
perish, rather than yield up the power to uphald 
with the bayonct this crowning act of tsurpation, 
By another act of this Kansas code— 

“¢ Rach member of the Legislative Assembly, and every 
officer elected or appointed to office under the laws of this 
Territory, shall take an oath to support the provisions of an 
act entitled ‘An act respecting fugitives from justice aud 
persons escaping trom the service of their masters, approved 
February 12, 1793; and of an act to amend and supplement- 
ary to said last-mentioned act, approved September 18, 
1850, and of an act entitled ‘An act to organize the Ter- 
ritories of Nebraska and Kansas,’ approved May 30, 1854.7’ 

No man can be elected to an office except by 
men who have sworn to support the fugitive slave 
law. Itis fitting, then, that these officers thus 
chosen shall take this degrading oath. What an 
opportunity the people have to right their wrongs, 
when not one of them can vote or hold an office, 
if clected, without taking these test oaths. Is it 


.not the sheerest mockery to tell the people of that 


Territory that they are left free to frame their 
own institutions? These test oaths are to be en- 
forced, say the Administration Senators, by the 
Army, or the flag of the country shall come down 
from the fortresses of the country, the Army be 
disbanded, and the line of sea-coasts and the 
frontiers exposed to the foe. Having prescribed 
test oaths for voting and holding office, test oaths 
that disfranchise and proscribe honest free-State 
men, this Legislature proceeded to cnact laws, 
ard to put them in execution, by- which the offi- 
ces were all filled for long periods by the Legisla- 
ture. District attorneys, sheriffs, probate judges, 
and county commissioners were chosen by the 
Legislature, and the county commissioners were 
authorized to appoint county treasurers, coro- 
ners, justices of the peace, constables, and all 
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other officers or agents provided by law. The 
people were overpowered, conquered, then dis- 
franchised, proscribed, and denied the right to 
elect even a constable. Having driven eonscien- 
tious free-State men from the ballot-box, and ex- 
cluded them from holding office—having imposed 
upon the people a long list of officials chosen by. 
the usurpers or their agents, this Legislature en- 
acted a chapter of atrocious acts, which the Na- 
tional Intelligencer pronounces offensive to every 
notion of free Government, and which Congress 
owes it to public decency to abrogate. I propose, 
Mr. President, to hold these laws, which you in- 
sist the President shall enforce with the Army, 
up to the gaze of the Senate and the country. I 
ask the Senators upon the Administration side 
of the Chamber to examine well this black code 
which they will not repeal. 

“Tfany free person shall bring into, print, write, publish, 
or circulate, or cause to be brought into, printed, written, 
published, or circulated, in the Territory, any book, paper, 
magazine, pamphlet, or circular, for the purpose of excitin: 
insurrection, rebellion, revolt, or conspiracy, on the part of 
the slaves, free negrocs, or mulattocs, such person shall be 
guilty of felony, and shall suffer death.” i 


The literature of the world is against human 
bondage. If any one shall bring into the Terri- 
tory those songs of liberty, or those appeals for 
freedom to which the human heart always beats 
responsive, such person may be charged with the 
offense of bringing into the Peron such books 
for the purpose of exciting revdélt, and may be 
convicted and pay the penalty of death. Sen- 
ators, remember, this is one of the laws you 
insist shall be enforced by the Army. 

“If any person shall entice out of this Territory any 
slave, with intent to effect or procure the freedom of such 
elave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, aad, on 
conviction thereof, shall suffer death.” 

Shall entice — yes, that is the word —if any 
native of your State, in Kansas, Mr. President, 
holding that slavery does not legally exist in the 
Territory, shall say to the bondman he has a 
right to go free from his master, and if the bond- 
man shall go out of the Territory, death is the 
penalty. The House declares the Army shall 
not enforce this monstrous act. You, sir, vote 
to retain the power in executive hands, 

“Tf any person shall aid or assist in enticing, decoying, 
or persuading, or carrying away, or sending out of this Ter- 
ritory, any slave, with intent to procure or effect the free- 


dom of such slave, he shall be adjudged guilty of grand 
larceny, and, on conviction thereof, shall suffer death.” 


This section of this black code makes it a 
crime, punishable with death, to aid in carrying 
out of the Territory a person claimed as a slave. 
Sir, this is a monstrous act—an act to be enforced 
with the Army. So declares the American Sen- 
ate in the noon of the nineteenth century. 


“ Tf any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of 
any State, or other Territory of the United States, any 
slave, with inteut to procure or effect the freedom of such 
slave, and shall bring such slave into this Territory, he 
shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and, on convic- 
tion thereof, the person offending shalt suffer death.” 

“Tf any person shall aid, assist, harbor, or conceal any 
slave who may have escaped from the service of his master, 
he.shall be deemed guilty of felony, and punished by im- 
prisonment at hard labor for a term of not tess than five 
years.” 

Here isan act making ita felony, to be pun- 
ished by not less than five years’ hard labor, for 
harboring, or assisting, or aiding a slavethat has 
escaped from his master. Five years’ imprison- 
ment to obey the command of Holy Writ—to 
give a cup of water, a crust of bread, or shelter, 
to the stranger—a deed of humanity which even 
the wandering Arab of the-desert would perform ! 
The supporters of the Administration in both 
Houses will allow an act like this to be enforced 
by the Army. Let the Christian men of Amer- 
ica remember these votes. 

“Tf any marshal, sheriff, or constable, shall, when re- 
quired by any person, refuse to aid or assist in the arrest 
and capture of any slave. that may have escaped from the 
service of his master or owner, whether such slave shall 
have escaped from his master. or owner in this Territory, 
or any State or other Territory, such officer shail be fined 
ina sum of not less than one-hundred, nor more than five 
hundred dollars.” , a ena ke 

“If any person shall knowingly aid in bringing into, 
printing, publishing, or circulating, within. this Territory, 
any book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, handbill, or circular, 
containing. any statements, arguments, opinions, senti- 
ments, doctrine, advice, or innuendo, calculated to produce 
disaffection among the slaves.in this ‘Territory, or to induce 
such slaves to escape from the service of their masters, he 
shall be guilty of felony, and be punished by imprisonment 
and hard labor for a term of not less than five years.” 


There is hardly a book inthe English language 


that is not calculated, if read to or by a bond- 
man, to produce disaffection. “This enactment 
must. be upheld and enforced by the. sword. So 
declares the Senate. 


“If any free person, by speaking, or by writing, assert 


or maintain, that persons have not the right to held staves 
in this ‘Eerritory, or shall introduce inte this Territory, print, 
publish, write, circulate, or cause to be introduced into this 
Territory, written, printed, published, or circulated in this 
Territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, or eireu- 
lar, containing auy denial of the right of persons to hold 
slaves in this Territory,such person shall be deemed guilty 
of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard labor for 
a term of not less than two years.” 

The people were to be left free to settle their 
own domestic affairs; so said your Kansas-Ne- 
braska act. Now, to maintain that persons have 
not the right to hold slaves in the Territory is to 
be punishable by not less than two years’ impris- 
onment: ‘* not less than two years? may be, as 
suggested by the Senator from Delaware, for life, 
if the person should live to the age of Methu- | 
selah. This is the liberty the sons of New Eng- 
land, of the great West, of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, enjoy in Kansas. Thisis yoursquatter 
sovereignty in practical operation. Those who : 
were left free to shape the future institutions of 
the Territory by the Kansas-Nebraska act, are 
now by this act consigned for life to a felon’s 
prison for denying the right of persons to hold 
slaves. Let the freemen of the free States re-! 
member that the supporters of the Administration 
in both Houses are ready to let the appropriation 
for the Army fail, to let the Army be Tisbanded. 
rather than withhold from the President the power 
to enforce the atrocious act with the Army. The 
free-State men of Kansas may, under this act, be 
sent to the penitentiary, they may be chained 
together and compelled to toilon the public works. 
A son of your State, Mr. President, and a sonof | 
my State, may go into Kansas to become actual 
residents. They cannot vote unless they will; 
swear to support the fugitive slave acts of 1793 
and 1850; they cannot fill the humblest ofice 
unless they will swear to support these fugitive 
slave acts; they cannot practice law without 
swearing to support these fugitive slave acts. If 
they deny the right of persons to hold slaves, 
they will be held in the custody of a sheriff sworn 
to support these fugitive slave acts. They will į 
be prosecuted by a district attorney sworn to sup- 

ort these fugitive slave acts. They will be tried 
by a jury from which has been excluded every 
person who is conscientiously opposed to hold- | 
ing slaves, or who does not admit the right to hold į 
slaves in this Territory. If convicted, they must 
be sentenced to not less than two years, and it may 
be for ten, twenty, or for life. And ‘here is the 


| penalty prescribed: 


“ The jailor, keeper, or other person, having charge of 
such convict, shall cause such convict, while engaged at 
such labor, to be securely confined by a chain six feet in length, 
of not less than four sixteenths nor more than three eighths 
of an inch link, with around ball of iron of not less than four | 
nor more than six inches in diameter attached ; which chain 
shall be securely fastened to-the ankle of such convict with 
a strong lock and key, And such keeper, or other person 
haviug-charge of such convict, may, if necessary, confine | 
such convict, while so engaged at hard labor, by other ; 
chains or other means in his discretion, so-as to keep such j 
convict secure and prevent his escape. And when there 
shall be two or more convicts under the cbarge of such 
keeper, or other person, such convicts shall be fastened to- 
gether by strong chains, with strong locks and keys, during the 
time such convicts shall be engaged in such hard labor with- 
out the walls of any such jail or prison.”? 


The House, Mr. President, would withhold | 


from the Executive the authority to enforce ille- }) 
| gal and inhuman enactments. The Senate insists 


j 
upon the duty of the President to execute them, | 
and, if necessary, to use the Army for that pur- ; 
pose. Every breeze from the free North brings | 
to the House the imperative commands of the | 

eople to stand firmly by Kansas in this crisis. | 

he New York Herald, committed to no party, | 


| independent of all parties, having no sympathy - 
„with the minority in this Chamber and the ma= 


jority in the other, calls upon the Representatives | 
of the people to stand firm. 
the conservative men of the country: | 
“ To falter is to bring into danger ali those sacred rights | 
attained by the blood and treasure of our fathers, and to ; 
overturn all our constitutional safeguards for liberty of 
i 

i 

t 

| 

i 


i speech, liberty of the press, and freedom of conscience. ; 


No possible calamity which the defeat of tbe. Army bill | 
ean occasion is comparabie with those which wil and must 
follow its passage without the important and indispensable 
check of this proviso. The House has a perfect right, and 


itis its bounden duty to stand fast in its integrity against || 


this-dangerous power sought for by the President, sanc- 


(| from the free States. 


It utters the voice of || 


tioned by the Senate, and. subversive of the constitutional 
rights of the eitizens of Kansas. Letit stand fast. If we 
cannothave an army without its being made the oppressors 
of the people, and the maintainers of barbarous, Ulegal, 
and wicked legislation, Jet it be-disbanded foréver.?? 

The people will, in my opinion, respond to 
this declaration. Let the Army be disbanded for- 
ever rather than enforce these infamous enact+ 
ments, or uphold the usurpation in Kansas. Al- 
most every township of the North has furnished 
actual settlers to Kansas. Are Senators on the 
other side infatuated enough to believe that the 
people will sustain them in their career of mad- 
ness, in forcing down the throats of their kindred 
and friends in Kansas, with the saber and bay- 
onet, these enactments? When the brutal boast 
of the British officer that he would cram the 
stamps down the throats of our fathers with the’ 
hilt of his sword is applauded by their descend- 
i ants, then, and not oh then, will the people of 
the free States applaud your efforts to cram these 
unchristian, inhuman, ‘and fiendish Jaws down 
the throats of their brethren in distant Kansas 
with the saber of the dragoon—enactments which 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Crayton] de- 
clares would send even John C. Calhoun to the 
penitentiary. 

But Senators are shocked at the grant of power 
to the Executive, by the proposition of the House 
to require the President to preserve peace in the 
Territory, to repel invading hordes of armed men, 
and to protéct from unlawful seizures and searches 
persons and property in and on the national high- 
ways leading to the Territory. Their comments 
upon this proposition, I must say, without intend> 
ing any disrespect to Senators, have degencrated 
into quibbling technicalities unworthy of the 
Senate Chamber. Do not these Senators know 
that the Missouri river is now held in the hands 
of organized bands of robbers, which the law 
pronounces on all our rivers where the sea ebbg 
and flows, pirates? Do. they not know that the 
Missouri river was made a national highway in 
1820, by act of Congress? Do they not know 
| that this grant of power simply clothes the Pres- 
ident, with the authority to protect persons and 
property on this national highway, and any other 
national highway leading into the Territory, from 
the unlawful seizures of these river pirates, by 
the Army, as he is now by law empowered to use 
the Navy on the rivers where the sea ebbs and 
flows? Senators profess to see in this grant of 
power authority to establish martial law on all 
the avenues: of the United States that point 
toward Kansas. Sir, I think the intelligent people 
of the country. will think all this mere quibbling. 
If Senators will read the Army acts of 1795 and 
1807, and the force bill, so called, to execute the 
revenue laws, when South Carolina nullified those 
laws, they will see that the power conferred upon 
the President by this proviso is not greater than 
is required to protect the people on the Missouri 
river against armed hordes of river-robbers and 
pirates. Senators will not have forgotten—surely 
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. Doveras] cannot 
have forgotten—that a company of peaceful emi- 
grants from Chicago were arrested, robbed, and 
turned back, by these pirates; that a company 
from Massachusetts was also arrested, robbed, 
and sent back; that Governor Robinson was 
arrested on his way down the river by these 
piratical hordes, and held for days without au- 
| thority of law. To-day that national highway, 
| the Missouri river, is closed against emigrants 
i I bold in my hand a letter 
written by Dr. S. G. Howe, of Boston, a gentle- 
man whose name is associated with the cause of 
liberty and humanity, who fought for Grecian 
independence —suffered in a Prussian dungeon 
for sympathizing with European Democrats; and 


i af his philanthropic science has not opened the 


eyes of the blind, it has almost made them forget 
| their misfortune. Dr. Howe, who has been trav- 
| eling in Kansas, says: 

“ Tell it to. the country that Missourians, having blocked 
up the great avenue to Kansas by the river, are now stretch- 
ing a cordon infernale across the northern frontier, to shut 
out all emigrants from the free States. 

*< The highways and the. byways to Kansas are in the 
hands of men who are utterly lawless, who are no better 
„tban brigands. It is a bitter mockery to say that a man 
may go on peaceably, and if insulted, or robbed, or beaich, 
he may go and seck justice at law. 
| The decent, just men, and they are not a few in these* 
places, are utterly cowed and overriden by drunken bullies. 
There is a reign of terror there, and a northern, man, €s- 
| pecially a Massachusetts. man, must either. go: skalking 


42 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August 27, 


through, concealing his birth-place, and his anti-slavery 
sentiments, or risk being arrested, bullied, maltreated, per- 
haps even murdered.” 

Governor Shannon, the man to whom your 
President intrusied the Executive power when 
the slave propaganda demanded the immolation 
of Reeder, and whom now your Executive has 
flung so ignominiously away, distributed the 
arms of the United States to bands of lawless men 
that are now roving over the Territory, robbing, 

lundering, murdering, or hovering on the front- 
Jers, ready to enter the Territory at the call of 
Atchison, that frank, outspoken marauder chief- 
tain, who, at least, to do him justice, 
« Will leave a ruffian’s name to other times, 
Linked with one virtue and a thousand crimes.”? 

The President has recalled Shannon. This 
proviso authorizes the President to recall the 
arms he distributed to men who are disturbing 
the peace of the Territory. The right to do this 
is as clear as the duty todo it. Mr. President, 
the venerable Senator from Michigan f[Mr. Cass] 
indulges in the expression of the hope, that the 
people will rise and rebuke what he is pleased to 
call the sectionalism of the House of Represent- 
atives. If that House is sectional in its feelings 
or its actions, it is sectional because the people 
are sectional. The people elected that House, 
and they supposed they had secured a decisive 
majority of national men in favor of arresting 
that sectional policy which is extending over the 
continent—a local, sectional institution, which is 
converting our democratic Government into the 
instrument of the most sectional, domincering 


* 


aristocracy the sun in his course across the hea- | 


vens now looksdown upon. But the people have 
been deceived—betrayed by men who have fallen 
before the seductions of that power that assumes, 
with haughty mien, to direct the policy of the 
Repubiic. "Thank God, the people, unlike their 
brethren in Kansas, are yet free to right their own 
wrongs. They can ignominiously hurl from 
their places their faithless Representatives. The 
Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cass] should not 
lose confidence in the capacity of the people to 
preserve their free institutions, because they are 
rising in the dignity of freemen to throw off the 
domination of that privileged class which has 
grasped the reins of power, and uscs the Demo- 
cratic party as its instrument. Power is passing 
from the men who have been the obedient agents 
of that secuoual oligarchy, ‘That such men, in 
these days of their waning power, should lose 
faith in the people they have misrepresented, is not 
unnatural, When the Duchess of Orleans turued 
away from the French National Assembly with 
her son, the royal heir, while the cry itis too 
late” sounded in her car, she doubtless thought 
the institutions of France were reeling around 
her. While the Senator’s friend, Louis Philippe, 
was tossing in that little skiff which bore him 
across the waves of the British Channel from his 


throne, which had gone down beneath the throes | 


of popular hberty, be doubtless thought that the 
institutions of Fraice were falling with the fall- 
ing fortunes of his family. The dynasty of the 

ounger branch of the Bourbons went down, but 
france survives. Letnot the Senator from Mich- 
igan—let not his associates indulge in the illusion 
that the free institutions of the Republie will 
share their falling fortunes. When that prosti- 
tuted Democracy the slave power has debauched 
goes down, as it will go down, before the rising 
spirit of a free people, the free institutions of 
America will survive, in all their original vigor, 
purity, and splendor. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, Mr. President—— 

Mr. HUNTER. Ifthe Senator from Louisiana 
will give way and allow us to take the question 
on this motion, if it can be taken, we may send 
the bill to the Flouse, and he can continue his 
speech afterwards. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. H Iremain entitled to the 
floor, and have a right to go on with the few ob- 
servations which I desire to make, I shall not 
object to that course. 

Mr. HUNTER. Ofcourse, by general consent, 
the Senator can go on afterwards, 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Thatcourtesy will begranted |, 


By general consent. 

a Mr BENJAMIN, 
pose, and shall go on 
wards. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 


ĮI give way for that pur- | 
with my remarks after- 


is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia to | 
insist on the amendment of the Senate, and ask 
for a conference. . 

Mr. WADE. On that question I call for the | 
i yeas and nays. . y 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adanis, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, 
Cass, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Geyer, 
Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, Weller, and Wright—33. 

NAYS — Messrs. Durkee, Foster, Harlan, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson—6. 

So the motion was agreed to. Messrs. Hun- 
TER, CRITTENDEN, and Bigier, were appointed 
managers at the conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

> ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Bancray, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that they had passed a resolution providing for 
the adjournment of the two Houses of Congress 
on Thursday next, at three o’clock, p. m. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A subsequent message announced that the 
House of Representatives insisted on its adher- 
| ence to its amendment, disagreed to by the Sen- 
ate, to the amendment of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. No. 153) making appropriations for the 
| support of the Army, for the year ending June 
30, 1857, agreed to the conference asked for by 
the Senate, and that Messrs. Lewis D. Camp- 
BELL, ALEXANDER H. Srepuens, and Joun SHER- 
| man were the conferees on the part of the House. 

Mr. WELLER. For the purpose of having 
something before the Senate on which the debate 
may proceed, I move to take up the resolution of 
the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cuayron,] for | 
the appointment of a special committee of seven 
Senators and eleven Representatives to arrange 
the difference between the two Houses in regard 
to the Army appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, by the kind- | 
ness of the Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. Bensa- | 
min,] I will take three minutes to set myself right 
ona question of personal consistency. The point 
which [raised on this bill, was not that it was 
revolutionary and factious for either House to | 
introduce legislative matter upon an appropriation 
bill, because it might be that both Houses would 
agree to it, and it might be acceptable; in that 
| case, all that could be said of it was, that it was 
| out of place—but there was nothing revolutionary 
or factions in it, I said it was revolutionary for 
| one House to attempt to force the other, through 
| 
i 
i 


| the raeans of an appropriation bill, to adopt legis- 
| lation which was contrary to its opinions and 
i judgment. That was the point l took; and there 
j is nothing in my past action which is contrary to 
thatdoctrine. [tistrue, F did vote for the amend- 
¡ment of Mr. Waker, of Wisconsin, upon a 
general appropriation bill, to give a government | 
| to the Territories acquired from Mexico. Upon j 
| the merits of that proposition, £ shall not now 
enter. There is no time to doit. It is enough 
to say that the question was between that and 
total anarchy. Such was tlre condition in which 
the question stood between the two Houses, and 
iit would not have been revolutionary to introduce 
ta measure of that sort, if it were acceptable to 
the House of Representatives. It might have 
beenimproper in that place; that is to say, unusual. | 
That might not have been the place to settle such | 
questions, but I never said it was revolutionary. ! 
To show that the Senate took the same vieW of | 
it, and that they would not attempt, by means of ; 
an appropriation bill, to force obnoxious legisla- : 
tion on the House, I may mention that, when 
the House differed and amended it, the Senate 
| receded, 
! So of the tarif portion of the civil and diplo- 
; matic appropriation bill last year. I said at the ! 
time, as well as Í remember—I have not looked; 
back to the debate, but I think it will be found! 
itbat Í said at the time—I would not use the ap- | 
propriation bills to enable one House to force on | 
the other legislation which was obnoxious to it, | 
and which it believed to be improper; but in regard | 
to that, E was ‘willing, as one of the Senate, inas- | 
much as the House had concurred, and as I con- | 
curred in its propriety as a great measure ofi] 


reform, to put it there. I said it was to be remem- 
bered that it had come up to us from that House 
which alone has the right to originate bills rais- 
ing revenue. They themselves had put it there. 
They had overruled the decision of the Speaker 
and brought it up; and they having agreed to 
it, I never pretended that it would be revolution- 
ary or factious, if we concurred with them in 
opinion, to put such a measure upon the bill; 
but if they had been opposed to it and we had 
attempted to force them to adopt this change in 
the tariff through the power of an appropria- 
tion bill, I say it would have been revolutionary 
on our part; it would have been an invasion of 
their equal rights as a coérdinate branch of the 
Legislature. That is the point; and I submit that 
nothing which I have done is contrary to the po- 
sition which I then took. J explained it in a pre- 
vious debate with the Senator from Maine, [ Mr. 
FEssENDEN,] not now present. I explained to 
him the difference between the vote which I then 
gave; and the case which is now before us. 

It may be, that, in the course of my past his- 
tory, I have given votes that are improper. Is 
that any argument, if I had done so, to use here 
before the Senate? The question is, is it right 
upon those considerations of propriety which be- 
long to the question ?—not what vote | may have 
given. Suppose I had voted inconsistenly—in a 
manner which I could not sustain by reason; yet 
if it was found, that, by pursuing that course, I 
should only involve myself deeper, would it not be 
proper for me to retrace my steps? Nothing of 
the sort has occurred. I maintain there was noth- 
ing inconsistent in the vote I then gave with the 
issue so far as T have attempted to make it here. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg Icave to say to the 
Senator from Louisiana, before he proceeds, that 
the Senator from Massachusetts read a portion of 
the record, a part of the debate of 1855, on a 
proposition to insert a tariff bill on the civil and 
diplomatic bill; and I should like in this place, 
with his permission, to read a little more of that 
debate. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I have that debate before 
me; but I have no objection to yield to the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylyania for that purpose. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand the Senator 
from Louisiana has it before him, and I will not 
trespass on his time. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, 1 had not 
intended to say a word on this subject,which is 
now dividing the two branches of Congress, nor 
could I have beentempted from my determination 
to remain silent, had it not been for what I con- ; 
sider the very extraordinary remarks of the Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. Crayron] this morn- 
ing. Lheard those remarks with equal surprise 
aud pain. They differed in my judgment so en- 
tirely from all that has hitherto marked the course 
of that experienced and able Senator, that I could 
not believe the remarks which he made fell from 
him. They were not made with his usual culm- 
ness, wisdom, and conciliation; but, if he will per- 
mitme to say so to him, with some heat and 
temper directed against the majority of this body, 
which, upon the particular proposition that now 
divides the two Houses of Congress, appears to 
me to agree in opinion with what he has uni- 
formly asserted to be sound constitutional doc- 
trine. 

Sir, that Senator this morning thought proper 
to call the majority of this body to task for re- 
fusing the other day, upon the suggestion of him- 
self and the Senator from Tennessee,[Mr. Berr] 
to yield to their proposition to insist, in prefer- 
ence to the proposition which was eventually 
adopted, to adhere upon the bill then before the 
Senate; and the Senator exclaims triumphantly, 
“is not this a backing down of the Senate? ts 
not this an abandonment of their former position ? 
Could it be right to adhere then, and not right to 
adhere now?” J answer that Senator without the 
slightest difficulty. When the proposition was 
made the other day to adhere to the position of 
the Senate on the bill then before it, that propo- 
sition was sustained by the majority on the ex- 
préss ground that the House retained in its pos- 
session this other bill upon which we are now 
acting, upon which it was perfectly within the 
power of the House to retrace its steps if itthought 
proper so to do, and that, consequently, our vote 
to adhere upon the bill then before us was merely 
an indication of the decided opinion of a majority 
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ing, in behalf of the majority of the Senate, has 
avoided the usual parliamentary motion to ad- 
here, but has moved to insist, and offered a com- 
mittee of conference to the House, thus giving it 
the last possible opportunity for reconsidering 
what we deem to be its ill-advised action, for 
coming back into the old, well-trodden, well- 
known paths of the Constitution of the country. 
And, sir, it is at a time when a proposition of 
this kind is made, which the Senator from Dela- 
ware says he himself approves—which he says 
he ayproved the other day when it was offered 
on his behalf—it is at such a time as this, and 
when a majority of the Senators show sucha dis- 
position of conciliation as this, that the honor- 
able Senator from Delaware selects the opportu- 
nity to cast sneers upon the majority, to reproach 
thera for their past action, and to taunt them for 
receding from the ground which hitherto they 
have occupied. There has been no receding, sir. 
The march of the Senate has been steady, plain, 
and straightforward; it can be but one. The 
Constitution has beaten out for us a track which 
we must follow, or violate the oaths which we 
took when we assumed our seats upon this floor. 
That track we intend to follow to the end, not 
with passion, not with rashness, not with obsti- 
nacy, but with a calm persistence in the path of 
duty which shall command the respect even of 
those who are opposed to us in opinion. 

The Senator from Delaware went further, and 
he told us this morning that the responsibility 
for an adjournment without passing this appro- 

riation bill did not rest exclusively on the House 
of Representatives; and it pleased him to denounce 
in language of the most vehement character, cer- 
tain laws passed by the Legislature of Kansas, 
and to call upon us to say whether we could sup- 
port ourselves in the face of the country for an’ 
adjournment after a refusal to repeal such lawsas 
those which he depicted tous? The answer to 
this again is plam and clear. We have no power 
to repeal laws in this body, passed by any other | 
body than the Congress of the United States. 


visions obnoxious to the majority of that House. 
What prevented the House of Revresentati 
from taking up our bills, and strskin 
was obnoxious, and sending back to us what we 
could both agree upon? We did not provide a 


upon the condition that they should y 


of the provisions of that pacification bill. We 
sent them a bill such as we deemed wise, just, 
and beneficent for settling the difficulties in Kan- 
sas. They have refused to take itup atall. They 
have refused to consider its provisions. They 
have not said to us: ‘ Here is one or another or 
a third section of your bill that does not suit us; 
but this provision which tends to the repeal of 
all those laws of Kansas which are in opposition 
to the fundamental principle of free government, 
we retain and are ready to pass.” If the House 
of Representatives had sent us back that bill, re- 
taining in it no portion except the one clause 


| which provides for the repeal of the obnoxious | 


legislation in Kansas, I take it upon myself to 
say that the Senate would have concurred in that 
amendment—that there is a majority of the Senate 
here to-day ready to pass that section by itself. 
Therefore, I say to the Senator from Delaware, 


non-repeal of those statutes to this body, or to 
the majority of this body, as he has done. Heis 
a classical scholar. He is fond of classical quo- 
tations. Let me recall to him one from the Roman 


| satirist: “ Dat veniam corvis, vexat censura colum- 


bas.” 

Mr. President, I did mean to say nothing ex- 
cept in reply to what fell from the Senator from 
Delaware this morning; but upon the question 


to insist that some degree of blame might be 
reasonably cast upon the Senate, I will call the 
attention of the Senate and the country, so far as 
my feeble voice can upon any occasion be hoped 
to reach the country or any part of it, to this 
proviso upon which the two branches of Con- 
gress are now separated, and ask whether it be 
indeed true that any portion of the blame can be 
justly attributed to the Senate? 

We separated here on the I8th day of August, 
in pursuance of a joint resolution of the two 
branches, passed a full month before, I think, 
without the slightest anticipation on the part of 


the conduct of the Government would be refused. 


The Congress of the United States has the right 

to repeal its own legislation; it has not the right | 
to repeal the legislation of any other legislative 
body, either of State or Territory. It is in our, 
power to do what we have have twice done. It 
js in our power by a gencral enactment to recall 
to the misguided people of Kansas who have 
passed these obnoxious laws, those principles 
contained in the bills of rights of most of the 
States of this Union, and consecrated in the Con- 
stitution of the Union itself. It is in our power, 
Į say, to recall those fundamental principles of 
civil liberty to the people of the Territory, and to 
remind them of the fact, that any legislation of 

theirs in contravention of those principles is null 
aud void, and must be so declared, not by the 
Congress of the United States, but by the s-urts 
of justice of the land. Ishall enlarge upon this 
branch of the subject toa little greater extent when 
I come, in a few moments, to examine this pro- 
viso of the House of Representatives—a proviso | 
that subverts every principle of constitutional 
liberty, upon which the Governments, both of 
the Federal Union and of the States of the Con- 
federacy, are founded. 

The Senator from Delaware says that a large 
portion of the responsibility must rest on this 
body if we adjourn without the repeal of those 
laws. Twice has this body passed the only law 
that it is in its power to pass; twice has it in- 
voked the House of Representatives to concur 
with us in an enactment declaring null and void 
every provision of the Kansas laws which is in 
violation either of the bills of rights of most of 
the States of this Union, or, of the Constitution of 
the United States; and twice has the propostuon 
of this Flouse been treated with utter contumely 
by the other House; they have not even taken it 
up for consideration. We are told now, by cer- 
tain gentlemen here, who are the advocates of 
the majority of the other branch, that that bill 
was not taken up, because it contained other pro- 
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But we adjourned. ‘The President of the United 


States, unable to earry on the Government—un- | 


able to do his constitutional duty as regarded the 
protection of the persons, the hves, the-property 
of the citizens of the country by reason of the 
failure of the bill providing appropriations for the 
Army, called us together agal 
which were absolutely indispensable to conduct 
the Government. 
jects of legislation as being necessary. The two 
branches of Congress, by agreeing to adjourn, 
had agreed, in fact, that there was no necessity 
for any other legislation than that upon the appro- 
priation bill. 1f the two branches of Congress 
had not agreed either that there was no necessity 
for any other legislation except the finishing of 


they could come to no conclusion upon any proper 


bill, we should have continued our session; bu 
when we offered to the other House to continue 


our session either for the purpose of closing the | 


appropriation bill, or for the purpose of complet- 
ing such other legislation as might be necessary 
for the country, how were we met? How were 
we met in the other branch of Congress? We 


were met by appeals to the usual technical rules 


unless due time were given for the will of the ma- 
jority to be expressed in legal and constitutional 
What was the result? Thata party, 


i formula. 


ii then apparently in the minority in.that body, 


i foreed the adjournment of the two branches; and 


the President of the United States called us| 
‘together again for the purpose of enabiing the | 
majority, in the usual, regular, parliamentary | 
forms, to carry this bill in despite of a factious | 
o 


| 
i 
F 
j 


pposition of a minority. 
That being, Mr. President, the position of the 
two Houses on this subject, when we meet to- 


4 


gout what! 


section for the repeal of those Kansas jaws, based | 
yass the rest | 


it ig not just to attribute any of the blame for the | 


that is now dividing the two Houses, as he seemed | 


either branch that the usual appropriations for ‘| 


gain — for what pur- | 
pose? For the purpose of voting the supplies ; 


We anticipated no other sub- ! 


this appropriation bill, or had not agreed that | 


subject of legislation except that appropriation | 


of the House, made for the purpose of protecting | 
minorities and for defeating the will of majorities § 


gether again we have but this one subject before 
us, to wit: the-subject of appropriation. Does 
the Senator from Delaware assume the position 
here to-day that the House of Representatives is 
right in endeavoring to force upon an appropria- 
tion billa legislative provision in contradiction to ` 
the well-known, settled opinion of the majorit 
of the Senate? No, sir; he shakes his head. 
know him too well to believe that that is his 
meaning. If that be not his meaning, and if we 
| were called together by the President of the 

United States for the sole purpose of passing this 
bill, and if both branches of Congress have al- 
ready come to the conclusion that they cannot 
agree in relation to legislation about the difficul- 
tics in Kansas, if they have agreed already to 
adjourn without coming to any legislation on that 
subject because they are so irreconcilably divided 
that they cannot agree upon anything, why does 
the Senator from Delaware tell us to-day, in the 
face of the country, that the Senate is not with- 
out responsibility for the failure of this bill? 
Why so, sir? He agrees with me, for his voice 
was raised with mine here but two sbort years 
ago when we pressed upon the Senate, and pressed 
with success, the assertion of that principle which 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. WiLson] 
has this morning quoted to us, that it was uncon- 
stitutional, revolutionary, and factious, for one 
branch of the Congress of ‘this country to en- 
deavor to force upon the other, through an appro- 
ptiation bill, a provision which was not connected 
with that bill, but which included subjects of 
legislation upon which both Houses were irrec- 
oncilably divided. 

Sir, has that constitutional principle changed 
within these two years? Shall the Senate of the 
United States say to-day—shall itever say (never, 
sir, I believe upon the face of the earth) that, 
whenever it shall please a dominant majority in 
the House of Representatives to endeavor to force 
upon us a measure of legislation, of which we 
disapprove, and they will put it upon an appro- 
priation bill, and say to us, “Now take your 
choice; pass this measure of legislation of which’ 
you disapprove, or we will stop the supplies and 
break up the Government,” the Senate is to yield 
the just exercise of its constitutional function ag 
a body of a joint Legislature, and submit itself, 
bound hand and foot, to the temporary majority 
of the hour? No, sir; the Senator from Del- 
aware docs not mean that either. 

The Senator from Massachusetts tells us that 
he would be glad to go to the people on this issue 
—to that people from which there is no appeal. 
I tell him that ancient story gives us the history 
of cases where there was an appeal cven from 
this sapreme power; and where gross injustice 
and infraction of law had been committed; the 
wretch, trembling at the feet of the despot, stall 
had the strength and courage to say to him, “I 
appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober; just 
as we are ready to appeal from an enraged and 
infuriated set of fanatics to the sober sense and 
calm judgment of the American people, when 
the sway of reason shall have returned and the 
era of passion shall have passed away. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Massachu- 
sctts, in support of this extraordinary position 
of the House of Representatives, reads to us a 
passage which he says emanates from the father 
of the Constitution. I sent for the Federalist, I 
knew that James Madison never heralded ‘such 
| doctrine as he held forth to us to-day. I knew 
it to be impossible, because it was in contradiction 
to the express behests of the Constitution of my 
country. I knew that, by the theory of the Con- 
stitution, this was an cqual legislative body; and 
that under no conceivable circumstances in the 
exercise of a constitutional right, was this body 
bound to yield the exercise of its free and un- 
trammeled judgment to the behests of the other 
i body. Now, when I take up the Federalist, 
i what do I find? I find that James Madison lays 
down this very remedy of the Fouse as the ex- 


treme revolutionary remedy, so to speak, in case ` 
the Senate of the United States shall refuse to 
concur in a law providing for a proper apportion- 
ment of representation, and thereby striking at 
the existence of the other House. in answer to 
objections made, that the House of Representa- 
tives, under our Constitution, would be at the 
merey of the Senate in this respect; that the 
'} House would never be able to enlarge its pum- 
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bers'in proportion with the increase of popula- 
tion unless the Senate should consent; and that 
the smalt States would coalesce to prevent that 
consent- of the Senate, and thus deprive the 
Housc of Representatives of its legitimate share 
of influence in the legislation of the country,— 
Madison says that, if such coalition occur, for 
the purpose of subverting the Constitution, and 
depriving the House of its fair share of repre- 
sentation, then the House of Representatives, in 
the last resort, may say: ‘ We will vote no sup- 
plies untif we are placed on our constitutional 
footing;’’ and he says that then the Senate will 
be afraid to go to the country upon an issue like 
that, being precluded from any successful appeal 
before the people by the provisions of the Con- 
stitution, and the justice of the demand of the 
House. That is what James Madison says. I 
will read a single paragraph of his language: 

« Notwithstanding the equa! authority which will exist 
between the two Houses on all legislative subjects except 
the originating of money bills, it cannot be doubted thatthe 
House, composed of the greater number of members, when 
supported by the more powerful States °—~ 
because they will be a majority in the other 
House 
“ and speaking the known and determined sense of a ma- 
jority of the people, will have no small advantage in aques- 
tion depending on the comparative firmness of the two 
Houses. This advantage must be increased by the cof- 
sciousness. feit by the same side of being supported in its 
demands by. right,.by reason, and by the Constitution, and 
the consciousness. on the other side of contending against 

the force of all these considerations.” 

Or, in other words, the passage which the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts read this morning from 
the writings of Mr. Madison, amounts merely to 
this: that when an attempt shall be made by the 
Senate, if that attempt shall ever be made, which 
God forbid (to subvert the Constitution of the 
country) then, and not till then, will the House 
of Representatives be justifiable in resorting to 
extreme revolutionary measures. Now, sir, if the 
Senator from. Delaware can show us to-day in 
what respect the Senate of the United States has 
endeavored to subvert the Constitution of our 
common country, and how it is that the House 
of Representatives is justified in arresting the 
revolutionary measures. of the Senate, then, and 
not. till then, will I agree with him that the Sen- 
ate of the United States is justly chargeable with 
any share of the blame which he imputes to it. 

This brings me now to the consideration of the 
proviso itself. Gentlemen speak of it, all around 
me, in terms which show, tomy mind, that they 
cannot have read. it. It is impossible that it can 
have been read and have been spoken of in the 
terms which the Senator from Massachusetts used 
in relation to it. The first passage of this proviso 
is in these words: 

“Provided, That no part of the military force of the United 
States herein provided for shall be employed in aid of the 
enforcement of the enactments of the alleged Legislative 
Assembly of the ‘Uerritory of Kansas, recently assembled 
at Shawnee Mission, until Congress shall have enacted that 
either it was or was nota valid legislative body.” 

Now take that up. Mr. President, I thought 
that if there was a single principle understood by 
every child who ever read an article about the 
theory of free government—a principle that lies 
at the basis not only of the Federal Constitution, 
but of that of every State in this Union—if there 
was a principle understood: by all, acknowledged 
by all, revered by all, it was that the liberties of 
a free people can only be #gstained and supported 
by dividing its government into three distinct 
branches, legislative, executive, and judicial, and 
that if it was the province of the Legislature to 
pass laws, and of the Executive to entorce them, 
it was equally, beyond: all shadow of doubt and 
contest, the province of the judiciary to determ- 
ine upon their validity. When the House of 
Representatives proposes to us that the armed 
force of the United States shall never be employed 
in the enforcement of laws enacted by the Legis- 
lature of Kansas, until Congress shall enact a 
law declaring those laws to be valid or invalid, itin 
point of fact asserts and sends to us the propo- 
Sition that the laws passed by the Legislature of 


Kansas shall never be enforced atany time what- || 


ever, even though those laws shall be submitted 
to the test of judicial investigation, and shall be 
declared to be valid by the tribunal that sits below 
us; for; sir, you are to- remember, that by the 
terms’ of the Kansas-Nebraska act there is a 
large number of judicial questions which are to 


` 


be carried to the court below for final decision. 
The House of Representatives sends us here 
| to-day, for our concurrence, a proposition, that 
| the forees of the United States, in accordance 
with the Constitution and laws of the country, 
| shall never be used in the enforcement-of the 
| enactments of the Legislature, even in case the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall determ- 
ine those enactments to be valid, and direet the 
enforcement of those laws. That is the propo- 
sition which we have now before us~rione other; 
gentlemen can make nothing else of it. I, for 
one, will never agree to place the judicial power 
of this Government at the feet either of the legis- 
lative or of the executive department. But, sir, 
that is not a tenth part of the folly and the fanat- 
icism included in this proviso. 

“ And provided, That until Congress shall have passed 
upon the validity of such Legislative Assembly? — 

Congress is not now to pass upon the validity 
of the election-of its own members, but Congress 
is to pass upon the validity of an election of the 
members of a Territorial Legislature! Until Con- 
gress does that—which it will never do— 
* itshall be the duty of tiie President to use the military force 
į in said Territory to preserve the peace, to suppress insur- 
ı rection, to repel invasion, to protect property and persons 
therein, and upon the national highways in the State 


of Missouri, or elsewhere, from unlawful seizures and 
searches.”? 


Mr. WILSON. Ifthe Senator will allow me, 
I wish simply to say that he is not reading the 
proviso in the bill of the House. . 

Mr. BENJAMIN, Will the Senator give me 
| the proviso? are : f 

Mr. WILSON. [had it with me this morning; 
the difference is material. . 

Mr. MASON. The bill is on the table, and 
can be read. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Ihave sent to the Secre- 
tary for this bill of the House. 

Mr. CASS. So far as you have gone, it is 
substantially the same. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 
bill. The proviso is: M 
«t Provided, nevertheless, That no part of the military force 
of the United States, herein provided tor, shall be employed 
in aid of the enforcement of the enactments of the alleged 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Kansas recently 
assembled at Shawnee Mission, until Congress shali have 
enacted either that it was or was not a valid Legislative 
Assembly, chosen in conformity with the organic law by 

the people of said Territory.” 

This is substantially the same as that portion 
of the proviso to which I have just referred. Let 
me go on further: 


“and provided, That until Congress shall have passed 
upon the validity of said Legislative Assembly of Kansas, 
| it shall be the duty of the President to use the military force 
in said Territory to preserve the peace, suppress insurree- 
tion, repel invasion, and protect persons and property 
| therein, aud upon the national highways in the State of Mis- 
souri, or elsewhere, from unlawtul seizures or searches.” 

Is that right? : 

Mr. WILSON. No,sir. I have the proviso 
here. 1 will hand it to the Senator. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Very well; here is another. 

Several Senators. Take the bill. 
| Mr. PUGH. That which the Senator has 
| read is the proviso to this bill; but the new bill 
of the House, sent here this session, had another 
proviso, to which I presume the Senator from 
| Massachusetts refers. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But the Senator from Lou- 
isiana is speaking of the bill now pending. 
| Mr. PUGH. That isthe proviso to the bill of 
i last session. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Louisiana 
i has read the old proviso. 2 

| Mr. BENJAMIN. But this is the bill now 
| before us. I do not understand it exactly; but 
! the proviso I just read, Fam told by the Secretary, 
‘is the proviso to the bill now before us. I read 
it from the printed bill.. It is here before me in 
‘the written bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Lou- 
! isiana will allow me, I can explain to him exactly 
| how that proviso is. The bill as first sent from 

| the House contained the proviso which the Sen- 
‘ator has read. It was sent here at the last ses- 
| sion. The Senate disagreed to it. It went back 

| to the House; the House changed it, and altered | 
the proviso to the original bill, and sent it here 
again. it passed backwards and forwards: be- 
tween the two Houses. At the present session 

| a new biH was got up;and the proviso to the’new 

i bill is precisely the same as the proviso tothe | 


I have now the engrossed 


bill before us at the adjournment of the last ses- 
sion—not the same as the proviso as it first came. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The proposition upon 
which I was speaking is the proposition as it 
came to us from the House of Representatives, 
upon which we adjourned. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The modification of that 
proviso I have now before me. It appears that 
this is now the stand of the House; it is this that 
the House is now standing upon: f 

“ Provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby declared, That 

no part of the military force of the United States, for the 
support of which appropriations are made by this act, shail 
be employed in aid of the enforcement of any ehacunent”— 
not of the objectionable enactments— 
* of the body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas, until such enactment shall have been affirmed and 
approved by Congress ; but this proviso shall not be so con- 
strued as to prevent the President froni employing an ade- 
quate military force, but it shall be his duty to employ such 
force, to prevent the invasion of said ‘Territory by armed 
bands of non-residents, or any other body of non-residents 
acting, or claiming to act, as a posse comitatus of any otlicer 
in said Territory, in the enforcement of any such enact- 
ment, and to protect the persons and property therein, and 
upon the national highways leading to such Territory, from 
all unlawful searches and seizures. And it shail bé his 
further duty to take efficient measures to compel the return 
of and to withhold all arms of the United States distributed 
in or to said Territory, in pursuance of any law of the 
United States authorizing the distribution of arms to the 
States and Territories.” 

Now, Mr. President,.so far as the first part of 
this proviso is concerned, it is clearly obnoxious 
to the remarks I have already made upon that 
which originally was sent here from the House, 
It proposes to paralyze the entire arm of the civil 
government in Kansas. It proposes to treat all 
the laws as nullities. It proposes to prevent the 
enforcement of those laws, not until the judicial 
tribunals of the country shall have determined 
upon the validity or non-validity of those laws, 
but until Congress shall have acted on the sub- 
ject; so that if there be controversies before the 
courts of justice in that Territory, and if those 
controversies be now_upon their way to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and if that 
Supreme Court shall determine the judginents of 
the court below to be just, and the laws to be 
valid, the legislation of Congress is to declare 
that, in defiance of the decrees of the judicial 
department of the Government, those laws shall 
remain a dead letter, and those who choose to 
infringe them be able to laugh with contempt at 
the decrees of your courts of justice. This is 
the legislation which the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States proposes to us to put 


| in an appropriation bill. 


Mr. CASS. 1 will suggest to the honorable 
member that, in principle, this is substantially 
the same as the former proviso througbout, with 
one exception. F think the House struck out that 
part which authorizes the taking away of the 
arms of individuals. It was found, on reflection, 
to be clearly unconstitutional, That is the prin- 
cipal change, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The House, as the Sena- 
tor from Michigan has very well expressed it, 
sent us a proposition at the close of the last ses- 
sion to violate the Constitution of the United 
States, in so many words, so plainly violative of 
the Constitution that those who brought it for- 
ward sprung the previous question on the minor- 
ity, and would not allow a word to be said to 
expose its unconstitutionality—so plainly uncon- 
stitutional that the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means in that House, in making a 
report from the committec, asked the permission 
of the House of Representatives to read a clause 
of the Constitution of his country to show them 
the madness of the position to which their fanat- 
icism was leading them—ay, sir, and was refused 
the permission, and had to read the Constitution 
of his country asa partof his speech. It has got 


| to be out of order for the majority of that body to 


have the Constitution of the country read from 
the Clerk’s desk. Members who want to read 
two lines of it must quote it as a part of their 
speech. The majority. have no time to listen to 
such trash! y 
Well, sir, they put in their bill a proviso 
directly subversive of this clause of the Con- 


stitution: ; 
“ A well-regulated militia being necessary for the security 


: of a free State, the’ right of the people to keep and bear 


arms shail not be'infringed.? 
The House’ of Representatives proposed to 
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us to disarm the people of Kansas; and when, 
finally, the voice of reason could be heard for an 
instant—when those of that bodv who were acting | 
with the majority of this body read to these men | 
the Constitution of their country, and appealed 

to them if they were ready to violate the pro- j 
visions which they had sworn to support, they 

gave it up, and replaced it by what? By this 

other proviso, equally violative of the spirit, 

though it hypocritically purports to respect the 

words and letter of the Constitution. ‘A well- 

regulated militia being essential to the security 

of a free State’’—what does the House of Rep- 

resentatives do? Recedes from its purpose of 

disarming this people, but makes them an excep- 

tion to the general law of the land, and directs | 
the Executive to go there and take back the arms | 
which have been distributed as well to them as | 
to every other portion of the people of the United 

States. They alone are to be deprived of the 

arms which the common Treasury furnishes to 

the whole country. They are to be made the 

exception. In every other part of the country, 

this well-regulated militia, being declared by our 

fathers to be anécessary security for a free State, 

Congress has distributed arms among the militia 

of the country; and the proposition which the | 
House now makes to the Sonate is, to take back 

from these pioneers, these frontier men, men | 
without means and without fortune, habituated 
to earn their bread by the sweat of their brow, 
to extract it from the earth by tilling the soil— 
to take back from them those arms with which 
all other portions of the people are provided, and 
make them the solitary, ignominious exception. 
The Senate refuses that; and yet my honorable 
friend from Delaware says the Senate of the 
United States is not free from blame, when it 
says it will pass no such law. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Michigan 
called the attention of gentlemen on the other | 
side of the House to that other branch of the pro- 
viso, which left it in the power of the President 
of the United States to-sweep the national high- 
ways of every State in this Union with armed 
bands. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I only wish to say to the 
Senator that he misstates my position; but I think 
it better not to interrupt him, and I shall wait 
until he has concluded. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This proviso further vests 
power in the President of the United Stéfes to 
sweep, not only the soil of that unfortunate Ter- 
ritory, but every national highway in the United 
States, with armed bands of men, at his discre- 
tion and control—full power for such purpose as 
he may choose to term ‘* protection of the people 
from unlawful seizures and searches.” Mr. 
President, if it should be perchance said, by any | 
one of us sitting here in deliberation this day, 
that, upon the adjournment of Congress, it was | 
our intention to go to Kansas and examine with 
our own eyes the state of public affairs there, 
with a view to enlighten our judgment in votes 
hereafter to be given; and if we should say that, 
in the exercise of our rights as American freemen, 
we mean to bear arms, the musket on the shoul- 
der, or the rifle slung across our back, a revolver, 
if you please, by the side, or the saber of the 
dragoon, if the Senator from Massachusctts pre- 
fers that weapon; and if, thus armed, in the light 
of day, it was our purpose to go to that Territory 
to examine for ourselves the condition of things 
there, the President of the United States has only | 
to say, under this proviso, thatin bis opinion the | 
member of the Senate thus departing on his way 
to Kansas, intends to be engaged in some un- | 
lawful seizure or search of person, to arrest our | 
steps, to declare that we are on a national high- | 
way which is leading to Kansas—to. do what 
with us? What is he to do with us when he has | 
arrested us? What is the provision of this pro- | 
viso? Are we to be brought before any court of | 
justice ? 


Not so. The sword of the nation is in į 
the hand of the Executive, to smite as he pleases. | 
"The habeas corpus act, everything that is a safe- 
guard for the liberties of men in this country, is 
swept away here, ‘The President of the United 
States, in his discretion, is to use the Army. | 
Military law is proclaimed; the law martial is! 
proclaimed, not only upon the soil of Kansas, ' 
but upon every highway of the land. The Sena- ; 
tor from Massachusetts tells us that the Missouri‘ 
river is a highway. Everybody knowe that; but 


it is not confined to the Missouri river; it extends 
to all highways in the United States that lead to 
Kansas—it is upon every highway in the coun- 
try that martial law is to be proclaimed. 

Well, sir, suppose that the President does pro- 
ceed in the exercise of those extraordinary pow- 
ers which it is the pleasure of a majority of the 
House to desire us to aid them in conferring 
upon him, what is he to do with the people thus 
seized ?. Once again: is he to try them anywhere? 
Is he to try them by this same martial law? Are 
the citizens of this country to be brought up to 
drum-head courts-martial, or are they to be 
brought before the civil tribunals; and if the 
civil tribunals, what tribunals? Suppose a mur- 
der is committed to-morrow in Kansas; the man 
is brought before the judicial tribunal there; 
what is to be done with him? The House of 
Representatives tells us in effect, loosen his 
bonds: although he may be taken in the act—al- 
though his hands may be red with the gore of 
his victim, loosen his bonds; let no exercise of 
Federal authority come in there in support of the 
enactments of that Legislature—of any of them, 
whatever they may be. Let a judicial tribunal 
decide between any two freemen of this country, 
which of them is entitled to a piece of property, 
to a head-right, to a settlement, and let the pro- 
cess of the court be issued to the executive offi- 
cer of justice,and let him be sent to put one of 
the parties in possession of property adjudged to 
be his. All that the defeated party has to do is 
to say to the sheriff, ‘* Clear out; my rifle is my 
title; I can gather around me a larger posse of 
friends than you can around you; and so far as 
the Federal Army is concerned, the President is 
prohibited from enforcing any law of the Legis- 
lature; the President is forbidden giving any aid 
to the enforcement of any act of this Legislature; 
and therefore 1 will hold on to this piece of land 
by the strong arm, and I will go on under the 
highland doctrine, 

«That he shall take who has the power, 
And he shall keep who can V?” 

Lean keep, and I will. That is to be the pro- 
vision made by the Congress of the United States 
for the government of the Territory of Kansas; 
and it is upon that we are to adjourn; and if we 
refuse that, the Senator from Delaware ddes not 
hesitate to tell the Senate and the country, that 
the Senate is not free from blame! Now, Mr. 
President, upon this question of inserting pro- 
visoes in appropriation bills containing gencral 
legislation: appropriation bills, as their name 
imports, are bills intended for providing supplies 
to carry out the existing laws of the country. 
They are intended, theoretically, for no other 
purpose than voting money sufficient to carry 
out existing Jaws. It is true, as was said two 
years ago in debate by both the Scnators from 
Virginia—it is true, as all of us know, from our 
every-day experience, and from the manner in 
which the business of the country is jammed (if 
I may use so vulgar a word) into the last few days 
of the session—an abuse has arisen by which, 
with the joint consent of both branches, legisla- 
tive enactments are put on appropriation bills— 
everybody always admitting it to be irregular— 
everybody always asserting that ‘* this is purel 
exceptional’’—everybody always declaring “it 
is much preferable that these provisions shuld 
be passed in independent bills.” But, sir,#the 
custom has arisen in cases where both branches 
of Congress agree to put legislative provisions 
upon appropriation bills. 

The Senator from Massachusetts takes this as 
a precedent, or as the basis of his argument, to 


| show that the House of Representatives has a 


right to adhere to a legislative provision on an 
approp riation bill; but how does he prove this? 
He takes half a dozen votes, given here at differ- 
ent times, to put certain provisions on appropria- 
tion bills, and he says Senators voted for that 
legislation at that time on those bills, and, there- 
fore, they have conceded that that method of legis- 
lation is correct and constitutional. It is not so. 
Mr. President, when, two years ago, the Senator 
from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] with a number of 
his political friends, endeavored to force upon this 
body a tariff bill, he never pretended that an ap- 
propriation bill was to be made the vehicle for it, in 


violation of the will of one of the two branches of | 


the Legislature. It had pleased the House of Rep- 


|| resentatives to put certain legislation en an appro- 


priation bill. The Senator from Virginia, in his 
speech, which I have before me, declared that that 
was an improper mode of legislation. He de- 
clared that it was exceptional. He declared that 
he did not approve of it. He declared that he 
would rather have a clean bill than one with that 
tariff provision in it;,but he said, if wedo not 
agree in the Senate to this tariff bill, there isa 
proposition before the House to strike at the du- 
ties on railroad iron alone, and they will put that 
in instead of a general tariff revision. “1am op- 
posed to partial legislation,” said.he, ‘and: E 
would rather they would put the general tariff bill 
on an appropriation bill, if that general tariff bill 
meets the concurrence of the Senate, than see 
them put partial legislation on it;”’ and he said that, 
as the least of the two evils, he would consent to 
the tariff bill, if the majority of the Senate agreed 
with him about the passage of-it. That is the 
language of the Senator from Virginia. I have 
it here before me. I will not consume the time 
of the Senate, at this late hour, in reading it. 
Now, what occurred upon that? Both the 
Senators from Delaware, myself, a number of 
other gentlemen around—the Senator from New 
York, {Mr. Sewarp,] Ajax Telamon of us all— 
threw himself in the van of the battle, and no 
words were too loud, no denunciations were too 
severe, no declamation was too eloquent, to ex- 
press his abhorrence of any such proposition as 
putting any general legislation upon an appropri- 
ation bill, and even of attempting to force a pro- 
vision of that kind upon the minority of this body 
against its will. Again and again, sir, did he 
appeal to the Senator from Virginia—I_joined 
in the appeal—again and again did the Senator 
from Delaware [Mr. Cayton] appeal to the Sen- 
ator from Virginia—I joined in his appeal—and 
what was the result? The Senator from Virginia 
withdrew the proposition, He suid originally, 
when he proposed it, that it was irregular; he 
said he disapproved of it in sucha bill; he said 
he only took it up as the least of tio evils, both 
of which he feared; and when finally, upon our 
argument, that it was just as unconstitutional 
upon an appropriation bill to force a minorify of 
this body either to lose the bill or to accept that 
legislation, as it was for one House to force the | 
other, the Senator gave way to the argument, and 
withdrew the proposition, And now, his au- 
thority is appealed to by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts to-day in support of the proposition 
he makes, that the House of Representatives i9 
right in its attempt to force upon the entire 
Senate, legislation which the Senate had repeat- 


-edly repudiated, prior to the proposition coming 


from the House. 

Mr. President, I am sick and tired ofthe de- 
bate on this question of Kansas, Gentlemen 
get up here and talk to us about facts known to 
the country; they talk to us as if they were mat- 
ters of history—facts contested; facts of which 
no authentic testimony is before us. Circum- 
stances are transpiring one day, according to the 
telegraph, which the telegraph of the next day 
declares never to have existed. Facts are detailed 
to us here by letter-writers and editorials of weste 
ern journals, and this morning the Senator from 
Michigan read to us reports from the comman- 
der-in-chief of that department of the Army, 
giving the He to every one of them; and yet 
Senators on this floor, and members in the other 
Fouse, are appealing to gentlemen to base their 
legistation on these idle and false rumors. I do 
not believe them, and therefore [ will not restmy 
vote upon any one of them. I do not belicve 
those that come here accusing the free-State men 
and exonerating pro-slavery men, any more than 
the others. I believe none of them. I believe 
the first line of truth is yet to be written from 
Kansas upon the state of affairs there, except the 
official reports of the officers of the Army, who, 
apart from everything like political passion, sit 
down and make the usual, business-like, calm 
reports, which they are accustomed to make to 
their official superiors. I believe that, independ- 
ently of them, the first line of truth is yet to 
come to us from Kansas. 

We all have seen these proclamations—these 
appeals to passion—these efforts to make the peo- 
ple of the South get up detachments, support 
armies, and supply money and munkions of war 
for pro-slavery men in the neighborhood of Kan- 
sas, or in Kansas Territory; and on the other 


ò 
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' Massachusetts tells us he wants to go to the coun- | 
try upon this issue; and he dares us to go to the 
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side we all know the old story about Beecher’s | 
Bibles, Sharpe’s rifles, and ‘* Kill °em,”’ and all | 
the slang of that sort, which is utterly disgusting i 
to every man who has any sense of responsibility | 
as a member of the American Congress. I can- | 
not bear to think of them. Yet the Senator from | 


country upon the question of a disunion between | 
the two branches of Congress on the passage of | 
this bill. He dares us to go to the country, and 
says the country will understand it. He dares it 
in perfect security. I dare not go to the country 
upon the issue. Ifor myself dare not. He may 
taunt me; he may assume superiority as much as 
he pleases, and speak of the appeal to the sober | 
sense of the people. I dare not vote for an; 
adjournment, or to abandon the position of the 
Senate upon this bill. I never will, unless my 
present strong convictions of public duty are | 
ovetborne by considerations not now anticipated, 

but which may be presented by others. 

I say, sir, | dare not go to the country on their | 
issue, because it is one of civil war. They will | 
beat us on thatissue: they will succeed in getting | 
up their civil war, if we adjourn. 

Mr. President, the majority of the Senate and 
the minority of the House are standing together | 
onthe platform of the Constitution of their coun- 
try, earnest in their efforts to preserve it, earnest 
in the conscientious desire to preserve those bonds 
by which this Union is held together. 

What has passed in Kansas within the last few 
days affords a lesson to us and the country, which 
we dare not overlook by adjourning without pass- 
ing the bill. The gentleman is right; we dare not. 
The plans of those who desire that this appro- | 

riation bill shall be defeated are now revealed | 
in the darkest and most infamous colors to the | 
people of the country. They are apparent to | 
me as if they were written in characters of living | 
light upon the wall before me. They mean that 
there shall bè civil war; they meau that those | 
outbreaks which occurred in Kansas just so soon 
as it was there supposed Congress had adjourned, 
and before it was Known that Congress had again 
been called together, shall continue; they mean 
w that strife and bloodshed shall continue; they | 
mean that men coming from the northern por- 


tions of the Confederacy shall shed their blood, 
and be killed there. They know, sir, that the 
southern portion of this Union is unanimous in | 
its determination to uphold its rights, beeause in | 
that determination is involved the upholding of | 
the Constitution of the country. They 
that the people of the South, in this coming elec- 
tion, will give one unanimous vote, because that 
people ove the institutions of their common 
country, and will die in their support; and know- 
ing this, they hope for no vote from there. The | 
sole, the last, and desperate hope of these traitors į 
is to get the entire North banded as one people, 
to force one section of the country into a con- 
spiracy against the other, to produce bloodshed, 
slaughter, rapine, and destruction in the common 
territory of the country, to have the land in that 
distant Territory made red with blood, and then 
to appeal to the people of the North, and call 
upon them to protect their fellow-men, whose 
bodies lie there bleeding in the dust—to put. down | 
what they term the slave power of the country. | 
Mr. President, that is the purpose. I feat not | 
to state it. Edenouney it this day to the country, | 
The purpose is to make us adjourn without a bill 


by which it shall be lawful—lawful! no, sir—by 


which it shall be possible for the madmen there || 


to get up civil warfare. Who knows not that if } 


a few from different portions of the North ar- | 
wounded or killed in that warfare, sympathy, | 
support, commiseration will be invoked in their 
favor in the States from which they came? How | 
many Mark Antonys will there be scattered | 
through the country swearing that they loved : 
dead Cesar? How many Mark Antonys will | 
there be scattered through this country pointing - 
to the bleeding wounds of the victims, calling 
apon their friends to avenge the bloody murder | 
of their fellow-citizen. : 
All this will be dohe when the executive arm 
shall have been palsied—when the Congress of 
the United States shall have > 
that he shall not enforce the laws—when there | 
does not remain a solitary enactment in the Ter- | 


be preserved or crime prevented—when nothing 
wil be left but the strong arm of the military; 
and what military? Your fellow-citizens, en- 
rolled from all parts of the United States, who 
never expected to wield a blade, or point a 
bayonet, except at the breast of the common foe 
of the common country — never, sir, in a civil 
warfare like that which is contemplated. I say 
here, again, and I denounce it in the face of the 
country, that these men (not all of them—some 
are misguided, but those men who are at the head 
of this scheme of making Congress adjourn with- 
out any appropriation for the Army) intend civil 
war. ‘They intend civil war for the purpose of 
carrying an election. They intend civil war for 
the purpose of combining the northern portion 
of this Confederacy in outrageous attacks upon 
the South. They intend civil war for the purpose 
of the final organization of those sectional par- 
ties, against which his country’s Father warned 
us all, 
have civil power—naught else. : 

Sir, that is the issue which they intend to pre- 
sent to the country. That is the issue to which 
the Senator from Massachusetts dares me; and, 
again, for one, darenot. Iwill not go tothe coun- 
try upon such an issue as that. I will remain in 
my seat until we are called together again under 
the behests of the Constitution, in December 
next, before I will yield one iota, one inch, one 
hair’s breadth, to such mad purposes as these. 
It is the duty of the Senate to adhere. [Applause 
in the galleries.] 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be cleared if there be any disorders. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It is the duty of any man 
who loves his country here this day to say that 
that resolve for adjournment shall lic on the table 


until it rot. Itis the duty of every man who loves | 


his country here to-day to say that, if civil war 
comes, let it come by the behests of those for 
whose action he is not responsible, and whose 
mad conduct he endeavored in vain to arrest. I 
shall never consent to it. I shall sit here in the 


discharge of my duty; and if the finale is tocome | 


whilst Tam a member of this body—if the pre- 


sent attack on the constitutional privileges of the | 


Senate is to be suceceded by actual civil war, I 
prefer perishing in my seat, as the Roman sena- 
tors perished beneath the assault of their coun- 
try’s invaders, rather than purchase safety by a 
cowardly abandonment of my duty to my coun- 
try, and my loyalty to its institutions. 

Mr. CLAYTVON,. Mr. President, there is much 
to approve in the remarks of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Louisiana, who has just taken his seat, 
and much to condemn. Tt will require some care 
and attention to do justice to the former, while 
Lextract from it that portion of his remarks from 


which I differ, and upon which I mean to bestow | 


a just censure, in now addressing the Senate. 
tn regard to all the Senator has said against the 
revolutionary tendencies ef gentlemen in the other 
House, and against the proviso, which I have 
voted against as steadily as he has, he knows 
well that I have disapproved them as decidedly 
as himsclf, With regard to all those parts of his 
speech which touched on that subject, E would 
not add anything to what the gentleman has well 
said, He knows well that, upon all oceasions, I 
haveexerted myself to bring about peace between 
the@ontending sections of my countrymen. He 
knows that the object of the very remarks Í made 


here this day, and to which he has undertaken | 
to reply, was to produce union between the two |; 


Houses of Congress, to procure the very result 
which the honorable Senator says he himself is 
most anxious to obtain, in the passage of this 
Army bill. 

Sir, the honorable Senator has misstated my 
position entirely. I suffered him to go on, be- 
cause itis not pleasant to interrupt a speaker so 
fluent. I desired to hear him fully. 
see the whole length he would go. He treated 
me as having said or contended, in the course of 
the argument here, that the bare refusal of the 
Senate to repeal these laws of Kansas would 


| place them in the worst possible condition, with- 

| : I ; 

‘| out bestowing any censure on the course of the 

| House of Representatives. 

old the President || what I did say; and, in order to understand it 
ie rec. a S 

fully, let us recur to the facts precisely as they 


Now, sir, I will state 


stood at the time I entered into the debate. 


ritory of Kansas by virtue of which peace can i! The honorable Senator from California had pre- 


They desire civil war, that they may |! 


The galleries | 


I desired to | 


sented to the Senate a bill to repeal many of the 
most obnoxious laws of Kansas. The Senate, 
shortly before the time this debate commenced, 
had taken a vote upon that bill. They resolved 
(the honorable Senator himself, I believe, con- 
curring with others here; he can correct me, if I 
am wrong) to reject that bill of peace by laying 
it on the table; afd the large majority of the 
Senate, to which he has been referring, and whose 
course he volunteers asa champion to defend, 
voted to lay that bill on the table, with a determ- 
ination thereby finally to reject it, to consider it as 
a bill no longer pending before us, or to be con- 
sidered hereafter. It was the death of the bill 
of the gentleman from California. The honor- 
able member will not dare to deny that. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. It was voted upon with 
an express declaration, on the part of the Senator 
from Virginia, that it was already comprised in 
two bills which we had sent to the House, that 
if the House wished to pass that bill, we should 
be ready to accept the striking out of all else, and 
allow it to pass; that it would be idle to send it 
back alone again; and further, because, as was 
stated by the Senator from California, the instant 
that bill was offered by itself to repeal those laws, 
it was incumbered at once by amendments from 
gentlemen on the other side of the House, which 
were known to be obnoxious to the majority, 
so that it was idle to tender the olive branch to 
them. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I understand the facts very 
differently. But now note how the gentleman 
has changed his position and his tone. The hon- 
orable Senator docs not now venture to enter the 
arena and contend that these Kansas laws are not 
oppressive, unjust, and tyrannical, and ought 
| not to be repealed! Heisa strong man in debate, 
and there are other strong men here; but if he, or 
any other man here, attempt to defend those laws 
which I have denounced, like Milo, with his 
hands in the entrails of the oak, he will perish on 
the very ground intended as the scene of his 
greatest achievement. Sir, it does not lie in the 
power of man to defend such shameful acts as 
these. The gentleman declines, and dares not 
attempt it. 

Those were the topics to which I called the at- 
tention of the Senate. Here was a bill to repeal 
them; here was a bill to place ourselves right be- 
fore ge country; and it was laid on the table on 
the Mound, first, it was said, because two bills 
had gone to the other House containing provis- 
| ions of similar purport. But does not every- 
body know that those bills which were sent to 
the House were connected with other matters 
exceedingly offensive tothe House? The bill, for 
instance, that was reported by the Committce on 
Territorics, and which passed here—I did not 
| vote for it—containing provisions repealing part 
only of those laws, provided for the immediate 
| admission of Kansas into the Union as a State 
i atthe next ensuing session of Congress. I have 
i repeatedly given my sentiments on that subject 
to the Senate before, and, with many others, de- 
clared that, under no circumstances, would I con- 
sent to vote for the admission of that Territory 
as a State, while the country was in the present 
state of excttement, while men in the North and 
South were rallying against each other, and pend- 
i ing one of the most violent political contests that 
ever occurred in this nation. 

I would never agree now to bring up that great 
question here, whether the State should be ad- 


|! when Missouri proposed to come into the Union, 
i| Yes, sir, the circumstances now surrounding us 


; hope never to see the like again; but beyond all 
; question if the bill wiich was sent from the Sen- 
ate to that House had passed that House, bring- 
| ing the State into the Union this fall, presenting 
| the whole of that question and forcing it upon us 
| withoutallowing us the healing influences of time, 
| Without giving us the benefit of any part of the 
i chapter of accidents, it would, as I verily believe, 
| and asa distinguished gentleman fromthe South 
li said to me here in the Senate Chamber, it would 

i drive the country into revolution. Ido not believe 
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either section, at this time, when their passions 
are excited to such a violent degree, are prepared 
to surrender on this question whether Kansas 
shall or shall not be a slave State. I have be- 
lieved, and shall continue to believe, that if you 
will give my countrymen time to reflect, let them 
have an opportunity to reason, without pressing 
this matter on them and forcing them to decide 
now when their passions are excited,—when the 
people of Kansas shall come to decide the question 
to satisfy themselves, the country will settle down 
in peace and quiet, and we shall never be involved 
in danger in settling this issue. 

I think that bill referred to by the Senator from 
Louisiana, which was sent to the House of Rep- 
resentatiyes, was well defeated there. I do not 
care how it was defeated—by refusing to act on 
it or otherwise. It was well done to defeat it. 
In vain does the honorable gentleman from Louis- 
iana tell me there was included in that bill, con- 
taining other provisions dangerous to the country, 
a clause repealing some of those Kansas acts. 
Sir, what we want, and what I desire, above 
all things, is to try that House, and see if they 
will refuse to venture to pass this Army bill when 
we pass a bill simply repealing the oppressive 
laws in Kansas. Try that House with the prop- 
osition, “ pure and simple,” to repeal these abom- 
inable laws. Ido not care whether you put it in 
an appropriation, or a separate bill. The latter 


was the proposition of the gentleman from Cal- | 


ifornia. Ido not stand here at all to vindicate the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts. He must defend that himself. What 
I mean tosay is, that we should have beenallowed 
to vote upon the question first whether that 
amendment should or should not be adopted. 
We could have voted that down, and then tried 
the repealing bill. But no, sir! The honorable 
Senator from Louisiana, with his associates, chose 
to lay the whole bill on the table, and thus deprive 
us of the possible chance of passing a measure, 
which I say ought to go to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, containing nothing but the mere repeal 
of those tyrannical Kansas acts. After we had 


done that act of justice, then I wished to see |; 


whether the ‘other House would venture to say 
that the Army bill should not pass; thatthe Army 
should not be provided to keep the peace in Kan- 


sas, and enforce those laws which are really for |; 


the good of the people in that Territory, 

Mr. Crayron here went into an argument to 
show that he had contended, in a former debate, 
that, even granting the laws of Kansas were en- 
acted by a usurpation of the legislative power, by 
men not lawfully elected, the just laws of the 
Territory should remain, and the others only re- 
pealed. He then continued: 

I have conceded to the gentlemen of the Free- 
Soil side of the question, for the sake of the argu- 
ment, what they contend for. They say this Le- 
gislature was a Legislature not elected by the 
people of Kansas, but by the people of Missouri. 
ae not about to discuss that, because I know 
not how the facts are, never having read the tes 
timony. But admit their position: then, does 
it follow, as they contend, that the whole of those 
Jaws should be treated as null and void, merely 
because there was a usurping Legislature there? 
I differ on that point toto celo from these gentle- 
men. 
against them, and have done it on the floor 
before, that those laws which are good and neces- 
sary for the public (and there are a great many 


excellent laws in that volume) arc not to be re- | 


pealed, or treated as nulland void, merely because 
there was a usurping Legislature there; I will 


not, on the other hand, ever degrade myself by } 
standing for an instant by those abominable and | 
infamous laws which I denounced here this morn- į 


ing. What I desire now is, that the Senate of 
the United States shall wash its hands of all par- 
ticipation in these iniquities by repealing those 
laws. a 
But the honorable gentleman from Louisiana 
tells me Congress cannot repeal any law but laws 
of Congress. That is, indced, an extraordinary 
doctrine, coming from so eminent a lawyer as the 
honorable gentleman. I am astonished at it. 
What, sir! Congress cannot repeal an act passed 
by a Territorial Legislature, and especially by 
the Territorial Legislature of Kansas? Suppose 
it to have been a perfectly rightful Legislature, 
and rightfully elected: does the gentleman mean 


But while } thus undertake to maintain | 


| ment of the last session; and therefore we might 
| 
fj 
fi 
HI 
| 
1 
| 


| 
i 
li or expediency; I was standing on no mere etl- 
i 
i 


! 
j exist now. 


i 
| to contend, as I distinctly understood him to say, 
| that Congress has not the power to repeal any 
| of the acts of that Territorial Legislature? Sir, 
i the language of the organic act, like that of 
| most other organic territorial acts, as Í find, is, 
that Congress gives to the Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas jurisdiction over all * rightful subjects 
of legislation’’*—none other, 1 asged this morn- 
ing whether any man here contended that such 
acts as I have denounced on this floor were 
rightful acts for that Legislature? Take a man, 
because he gives an opinion on a question of 
law, and happens to be in the wrong, whether 
slavery does lawfully exist_or not in Kansas, 
and chain him with an iron ball on his leg to 
work in a chain-gang, and make him labor on 
the public road at hard labor for not less than 
two years, and just as many more as the judge 
may choose to direct! Who can defend such a 
monstrous outrage? No man has yet undertaken 
to stand up here and defend that other outrage, 
of declaring that, before a man should vote, he 
should swear to support the fugitive slave law. 
The Senator from Louisiana and myself would 
have no objection to swearing to support the 
fugitive slave law; but who does not know 
that it would drive away from the,polls the great 
mass of those persons who comeérom the north- 
jern States? Unquestionably it was an act dis- 
| franchising a large portion of the people of the 
Territory. 

Sir, the honorable Senator takes me to task for 
taunting, as he calls it, the Senate this morning, 
on account of the difference between the vote 
| which they gave the other day and the vote they 
| gave this morning. On one bill, precisely like the 
other, they voted to adhere; and on the bill to- 
| day they- refused to adhere, but voted to insist, 
| and asked for a committee of conference. There 
was no taunting about it, except the statement of 
i the fact; and if the fact contains a taunt, it is not 
j I that am to blame; it is their own course. I 
| stated the simple truth, and he does not deny it. 
| I think they committed an error the other day. 
and that our opportunity of settling this question 
would have been a great deal better if that vote 
to adhere then had never been taken. But the 
gentleman from Louisiana undertakes to justify 
that vote on this ground: he says there was this 
bill in the other House which fell while the yeas 
and nays were being called there, at the adjourn- 


‘adhere on this bill, without intending at all to 
t adhere on that. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator from Del- 

aware, as this is a matter which affects me some- 

| what, allow me to explain the difference? When 

I moved to adhere on the other bill, I stated that 


| the House had not only this bill on its table, but 
could act on a bill to be reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. In regard to this 
question, it is very different, I said this morning, 


reach the question in the House would be through 
this bill, and I therefore proposed a different 
course. The reason for moving to adhere on the 
other occasion was to show that on one point the 
Senate had made up its mind—that it would not 


|| agree to legislation in regard to Kansas upon the 


appropriation bills. I said then tbat I should be 


i willing to yield on any mere question of courtesy 


| quette; I would be willing to yield to the wishes 
of my friends. The cases are different. There 
| were reasons for adhering then which do not 


Mr. CLAYTON. I sée no difference. We 
aihered then—to what? The very proposition 
to which we have now refused to adhere. Why 
not insist on that bill, just as well as on this, and 
appoipt a committee of conference? We have 
delayed the appointment of a committee of con- 
ference, and consequently delayed the settlement 
of the question from that time to this day by that 
very vote. The explanation of the honorable 
Senator does not satisfy me. Itis perfectly clear 


we did that day was wrong. io 
The honorable Senator from Louisiana ad- 


4 dressed the Senate with all his accustomed elo- 
į! 


uence and power against the proviso of the 
louse of Representatives. I was very well 
| gratified to hear much that hg said on that sub- 


that would not put an end to the question; for | 


the only means which a majority would have to | 


that, if what we have done to-day was right, what į 


ject; but the honorable Senator took up the pro- 
viso which was first. sent to the Senate, which 
contained a clause, among other things, disarmin, 
the militia in Kansas and the people there; and 
with much fervor, with much patriotic effort, de- 
nounced the House of Representatives for having 
; made so unconstitutional a proposition to us. “It 
was indeed an unconstitutional proposition. He 
denounced them for having proposed to disarm 
the people of the Territory, when the Constitution 
gives the people the privilege and right of bearing 
arms. That was my opinion formerly, and it is 
now my opinion; but I am very happy to find the 
Senator from Louisiana agrees with me. Sir, 
the honorable Senator reminded me of the Latin 
adage, ** dai veniam corvis, vexat censura columbas; 
and was he not aware that while he was dealing 
his blows on the crows, he was also striking down 
the doves? The honorable Senator could cer- 
tainly not have been present at the time when 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Fessennen] 
made a motion to strike that very clause, which 
he denounced so eloquently, out of the proviso. 
The yeas and nays were called upon it; and all 
the Senators whom he has this day been engaged 
in so eloquently defending, voted for the: very 
measure which the honorable Senator from Lou- 
isiana has denounced. I ask the Secretary to 
read the list of yeas and nays on My. Fessen- 
DEN’s motion on this matter of disarming the 
militia and people of Kansas. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator is right in 
supposing that I was not present when any such 
vote was given; but he is wrong—I take it upon 
myself now to say, without knowing anything 
about it, he is utterly wrong in supposing that 
those gentlemen who were acting with me were 
in favor of retaining that clause ip the bill, They 
may have voted against striking that out by itself, 
because they wished to strike out the whole pro- 
viso together, 

Mr. PUGH. I will tell the Sepator from Louis» 
iana—— 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
that position. 

Mr. PUGH. Allow me to say a word. Idid 
not vote on that motion, I think; but the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Maine was to strike out 
those words and insert others. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Secretar 
before we go any further. Let us 
exactly. i remember them. 

The Secretary read the following extract from 
the Senate Journal of Thursday, August 7: 

« On motion by Mr. FPessenpen, to strike out the follow- 
ing words in Jines 132, 133, 134, to wit: 

& Disarm the present organized militia of the Territory 
of Kansas, to recall all the United States arms therein dis» 


tributed ; N REA 
« And to insert the following words in tieu thereof : 


“ Recall all the United States arms heretoiore distributed 
to the militia and people in the Territory of Kansas; 

“ it was determined in the negative—yeas 12, nays 38. 

« On motion by Mr. Fessenpen, the yeas and nays, being 
desired by one fiith of the Senarors present, 

“ Those who voted in the affirmative, are: Messrs. Bell, 
of New Hampshire, Bell, of Teunessee, Clayton, Collamer, 
| Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Seward, Trum- 

buil, Wade, and Wilson. 5 
| «Those who voted in the negative, are: Mossrs. Allen, 
| Bayard, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Buuer, Clay, 
| Dougtas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, lyerson, Jones of 
Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Maxon, Pearce, Pratt, 
Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
i| Thomson of New Jersey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee.” 
Mr. CLAYTON. There stands the vote. — 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator will perceive 
I was not present, and did nőt vote. Now, lask 
the Senator if, by his present remarks, he means 
really to insinuate that a majority of the Senate 
| were in favor of keeping that provision in the 
| bill? ’ 

Mr. CLAYTON. Tf the gentleman will have 
the goodness to take his seat, and hear what I 
say, he will understand, not what I merely insin- 
uate, but what I mean to assert. The first thing 
I want to know is this: The gentleman was not 
here; if he were here, would he have voted for 
that motion with his friends? i 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would have voted with 
my friends against every proposition to amend 
that clause of the House proviso, intending to 
reject it in toto. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Now we understand the 
genUeman; and I will take him on his own ground, 
that he and others intended to refuse to amend 
this proposition as it came from the House, 
and to make it as objectionable as possible by 


I will stake my defense in 


will read it 
ave the facts 


i 
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retaining a clause of it palpably unconstitutional. 
Does the honorable Senator hold it to be right and 
proper to refuse to amend an objectionable prop- 
osition merely with the hope, by keeping it as 
bad as possible, that he may defeat the whole of 
it—to risk the chance of the passage of the whole 
yroviso, when he could strike out what was man- 
Hestly, as he denounced it, an unconstitutional 
proposition? If that be the course of tactics of | 
the honorable. Senator, I can tell him, as one of 
the old members of the Senate, he will be often’ 
involved in difficulties from which it will be very 
difficult for him to extricate himself. He may | 
sometimes find, if he refuses to vote to strike out 
an extraordinarily bad proposition of this sort 
from a bill; that he will fail in striking out the 
whole of that which he seekstostrike out. The 
course which I choose to adopt, and which I 
have always heard recommended by those whose 
parliamentary morality was unquestioned, is to 
endeavor to make every proposition as good as I 
can, and then, if it does not suit me, I will vote 
against it; if it does, I will vote for it. The hon- 
orable gentleman knows that the proviso did not 
suit me: I voted in favor of the motion to-strike 
out this unconstitutional proposition, but I voted 
against the proviso at last. Whatever grounds 
gentlemen may assign for the vote that others: 
gave, the inference the country will make, on 
reading that vote in years to come, will be, that 
those who voted against striking out the propo- 
sition did not consider it to be unconstitutional. 
That will be the construction which men will put 
upon it in after ages; and it isin vain to under- 
take to say now what was meant by the vote. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope my friend will allow 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. CLAYTON. With pleasure. l 

Mr. BUTLER. I voted, not on the ground 
that it was constitutional, but that the substi- 
tution of the words proposed to be inserted made 
the clause no better in intent and purpose; and | 
J did not choose to accommodate myself, with a | 
facility that some gentlemen can, to the notions | 
that prevail for the time being. I would let it 
stand, with all its hideous deformity. It would 
not have been made any better by the movement 
of the gentleman whose motion the Senator from 
Delaware now approves. 

Mr. CLAYTON, It seems, then, the Senator 
from Louisiana had no right to speak for others. 
I leave it to all men, without discussion, to sa 
whether the proposition was or was not much 
less exceptionable with the amendment to it pro- 
posed by the member from Maine, than as it 
stood when it came from the House. 

Mr. BUTLER. I say it is just as bad one way 
as the other. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The House, convinced itself 
of its error, struck out the words when another 
bill came before them, and sent us a proposition, 
leaving that clause, which denied the right of the 
people to bear arms, entirely out. Ido not seek 
to attack others for their votes, but to defend my- | 
self for mine; and knowing that I have done 
that, I leave this subject. 

The honorable Senator from Louisiana sup- 
poses, or did, in the course of his argument, sup- 

ose, that I had intended to censure the Senate | 
or its past conduct in regard to striking out this 
roviso. It was impossible that any man should 
have understood me so. What I said distinctly | 
was, that if the Senate refused to repeal these | 
odious laws of Kansas, so far as it has the power 
of repealing them, it does take its full share of 
the responsibility of the loss of the Army bill. 
Imaintainitagain. The Senator reasons against 


the course of the House. Very well; nothing | 
that I have said will go in contravention of what | 
the gentleman contended for on that part of the 
subject. I have not stood here as the apologist | 
or defender of the House. I have voted to con- 

demn the action 
proviso here constantly; but] say that it has been 

in your power, and is even yet, to tender the olive 

branch to the Housc, and you ought to do it. | 
They contend that these infamous and odious | 
laws in Kansas should be repealed—and they are | 
right in contending for it. If they mean to ex- | 
tend their provision to all the laws of Kansas, I | 
differ with them entirely, as I have already stated. 

Thus far I concur with them. Thus far I wish | 
the Senate to go to repeal what you all admit are 

odious, unjust, and tyrannical laws. When you | 


of the House for sending this |} 


í lection, the Senator from Massachusetts is right. 


have done that, if the House then still insist on 
the proviso, and say the Army shall not be called 
out for the purpose both of ‘protecting the people 
of Kansas, and defending the other beneficial and 
salutary measures of legislation there, the whole 
odium of the defeat of this Army bill will rest 
properly with the House; but while you perse- 
vere in refusing to pass a bill such as that pro- 
posed by the Senator from California, or any 
measure to repeal those unjust and abominable 
laws, never tell me that the country will not hold 
you responsible, as well as the other House, for 


| the defeat of this bill, and justly. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Iwill say to the gentleman 
from Delaware, in all sincerity, that if he will 
just bring forward the bill of the Senator from 
California, and protect it from amendment or de- 
bate by those in whose behalf he is now address- 
ing the Senate, so that we can pass that bill clean 
and clear without trouble, I will vote for it with 
pleasure, and I have no doubt all my friends will 
too. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Then I am with you and 
your friends 'horgughly: 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Protect it from amendment 
and debate, and we will vote for it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Do that, and you will place 
yourselves in fe position of patriots. But, sir, 


| I have not seen the evidence of unanimity on that 
| subject. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator will pro- 
pose that bill now, and protect it from debate and 
amendment 

Mr. CLAYTON. Icannotdo that. The hon- 
orable Senator knows very well, that if one of 
these Free-Soil gentlemen, who are generally very 
long-winded, (laughter !] chooses to get up here 
and speak an hour or two, I cannot stop him; all 
the rest of us cannot stop him! [Laughter !] 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 think their gratitude to 
the gentleman from Delaware, on this occasion, 
will induce them to yield to him. 

Mr. CLAYTON. They thank me at this mo- 
ment far less for secking to put their opponents 
in the Senate right, than they do him for striving 
to keep them in the wrong. But I will agree to 
this. My friend from Louisiana shall put a com- 
plete stopper on me. He may gag me.. I will 
not say a word except ‘ay’? to the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will say to my friend 
from Delaware, that I and my friends will say 
nothing but“ ay” to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MASON rose. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I see some signs of disaf- 
fection already ! 

Mr. MASON. For one,I should certainly say 
t no” to any such bill. ; 

Mr. CLAYTON. Lamafraid there are divers 
others of those for whom the Senator from Lou- 
isiana has vouched, who will say‘ no.” [Laugh- 
te 


r. 
Mr. WILSON. Allow me to say a single 
word. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Go on. 

Mr. WILSON. As the blame has been placed 
on me in this iaatter of offering an amendment, 
not to strike out any portion of that bill, but 
simply to add a couple of sections, which the 
majority could easily have voted down, L wish 
simply to say that the motion to lie on the table 
was made even before f submitted theamendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. That statement, if correct, 
seems to show very plainly how the matter stands. 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not think that is true in 
point of fact. The Senator from Massachusetts 
offered his amendment to have it printed, and 1 
never heard any withdrawal of the amendment 
on the part of the Senator from Massachusetts» 
The bill and amendment proposed by the Senator 
were laid on the table this morning. That was 
as much a pending amendment as the bill was a 
pending bill. a 

Mr. WILSON. When the bill was first sub- 
mitted by the Senator from California, a motion 
was made to lay it on the table, and it was with- 
drawn at the earnest solicitation of the Senator | 
from California, and others; and afterwards I 
moved my amendment. 

Mr. MASON. LI think, according to my recol- 


t 


I did move to lay the bill on the table before he | 
offered his amendment. 


enactments, 


Several SENATORS. You withdrew it. 


Mr. MASON. I withdrew itin order to enable 
some gentleman to speak 

Mr. CLAYTON. My friend from Louisiana 
will now perceive that he could not redeem his 
pledge to me. We could not pass this repealing 
bill, even with his powerful aid; nevertheless, 
with the assurance he has given, I think I will 
venture to try it, and see if we cannot get a ma- 
jority of the Senate to repeal these odious laws; 
and then, when we have done that—when we 
have tendered that olive-branch to the House of 
Representatives —let them, if they dare, defeat it. 
Now, how stand they? They say to the coun- 
try, “We are unwilling that the Army of the 
United States shall carry into execution these 
odious and infamous laws.’? The people of the 
country hear that, and say, ‘ They are outrage- 
ous, and we do not want the forces of the United 
States to execute any such laws.” Take out 
those laws; destroy them; leave none but the good 
and beneficial laws in Kansas, and those gentle- 
men dare not take the responsibility of defeating 
the Army bill. Under the circumstances, that is 
the true position of the Senate. It is the very 

osition to which I have Jong and anxiously, but 
inefiectively, desired to bring the Senate. 

Two months ago, I had the honor to offer a 
bill here, the first which touched this subject, . 
proposing to repeal those laws. ‘That proposi- 
tion was followed by another of a similar import, 
from the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Gever;] 
that by another from the Senator from Georgia, 

{Mr. ‘Toomss;] and, finally, by another embrac- 
ing some provisions of all three of those, which 
was reported by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
Dovetas,]} as chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. That is the highly objectionable bill 
which you passed and sent to the House, and 
which es been a subject of comment to-day. 
Place us right before the country now, as I pro- 
posed to do at first, and enable us to say to all 
the conservative, good men in the North, all the 
reasoning, patriotic men there: ‘ We have done 
all we ought—we have done justice; we have 
sought to oppress nobody; we have not main- 
tained injustice and inequality in this Territory; 
we offered the House of Representatives the 
olive branch, and they refused it.’ Then I shall 
be very willing to go before the people; but not 
in the condition in which things are now. No, 
sir—notatall. I wash my hands of all the con- 
sequences of what I perceiveis the determination 
of the majority of this Senate, to risk all upon a 
vote of the people on enforcing these unjust laws 

Mr. President, one proposition was laid down 
by the Senator from Louisiana, to which I lis~ 
tened with astonishment; and that was, that we 
could not repeal any lawsof Kansas, and no laws 
but our own. Indeed, the gentleman added, that 
the judiciary, when a law is unconstitutional, is 
the only body which should take cognizance of 
the matter. Í cannotagree to any such doctrines 
as these. Ihave taken an oath here to support 
the Constitution of the United States; andif I find 
a law unconstitutional, how do I support the Con- 
stitution of the United States unless I repeal it, if 
Tecan? I am bound to repeal it. Wait, you say, 
until the courts decide. Itis a new doctrine to 
me, and utterly untenable. I denounceit. Isay 
that it is the duty of the legislative body always 
to repeal an unconstitutional law, and that duty 
is enforced by the oath of office of the members 
of the Legislative Assembly, for they have sworn 
‘to support the Constitution of the United States. 
Here are measures which the honorable gentle- 
man said should go before the judiciary. Not 
at all, We want the swift redress of an imme- 
diate legislative act, to prevent the outrage and 
wrong that may be inflicted by these iniquitous 

e,on the contrary, holds that we 
must needs wait until the Supreme Court shall 
come here next winter; or probably the question, 
could not be tried till the winter after that, when 
aman may have toiled two years at hard labor 
for giving an opinion on a question of law. 

I say to the honorable Senator from Louisiana, 
that I will fulfill my pledge to bring forward such a 
billas he has suggested, if he desires it; but where 
is his consistency when he tells me in one breath 
that we cannot repeal these laws, and in the next 
hour, when pressed by the argument, admits that 
they can be repealed, and that he is willing to 


; repeal themnow? Nay, whereis his consistency 
wh 


en we know he did vote with his friends to 
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repeal them in the bill sent to the House, though 
clogged as that bill was with bad provisions which 
made the rejection of the bill in the other House 
certain. If the Senate will agree to such a confer- | 
ence between the two Houses of Congress, as by 
my resolution I have proposed, I verily believe 
it would lead to a peaceable settlement of this 
question. We could then say to the managers on | 
the part of the House: “ Here, gentlemen, give us 
your list of these laws that are really wrong, all 
those that we can agree are wrong, and we will 
repeal them.” If that proposition should be made 
in conference, it would not be necessary for me 
to make it in a separate bill. I desire, before we 
go home, that we shall, in some form or other, 
show ourselves willing to do justice; but I have 
small hope that the majority of the Senate will 
agree to the repeal in any shape. 
_Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, if the occa- 
sion were not a very grave one, I could find 
amusement in the dialogue between the Senators 
from Delaware [Mr. Crayron] and Louisiana, 
[Mr. Bensamin.] They come from slave-hold- 
ing States, and they agree in refusing all aid to 
us in arresting the extension of slavery in the | 
national Territories. They agree, also, in de- 
claring that the prohibition of slavery, contained 
in the Missouri compromise of 1820, was uncon- 
stitutional; and they concur also in opinions 
derogatory of the geftlemen here whom they 
with manifest self-complacency call Free-Soilers | 
and Abolitionists; and yet, even here in our j 
very presence, they make bargains and stipula- 
tions as to how aad when we, the aforesaid Free- | 
Soilers and Abolitionists, shall debate the ques- | 
tions they choose to raise in the Senate. By and | 
by, 1 shall expect to see them dealing even in | 
our voles to effect compromises between them- 
selves, They take these liberties with us in our | 
very presence, on the ground that we are fanatics. 
One of them compliments me at the expense of | 
my associates, by distinguishing me as a leader | 
of the fanatics in the Senate. É 

Sir, [ shall show you and them what sort of a | 
fanatic on the subject of slavery Lam. From 
this statement, you can judge the fanaticism of 
my associates. I am, with little caution, also | 
accused of treasonablesopinions and sentiments. | 
I will show you what sort of a traitor I am. | 
Hence you shall judge of the treason of my hon- | 
ored associates. Hear the evidence, and then 
answer whether we could be convicted even of | 
constructive treason in your pro-slavery courts 
of Kansas. 

The first vote I ever gave in the Senate of the 
United States was one to place at the head of the 
Cabinet of the President of the United States the 
honorable Senator at my right hand, [Mr. CLAY- 
tex,]| the same who deprecates the reproach of 
seeming coöperation with Free-Soilers and Abo- 
litionists. Sir, he has told us to-day that Free- 
Soilers are sometimes long-winded. However 
that may be, we are firm men — men of perse- 
verance — we are sure-footed, we boast little of 
speed, but we think we shall be found to have 
bottom, Acting on the same liberal and loyal 
principle, 1 afterwards cast a vote here, the effect 
of which, if it had been sustained by a majority 
of the Senate, would have been to raise the hon- 
orable Senator frem Louisiana [Mr. Beysamty] 
from the bar of New Orleans, which he so much 
adorns, to the bench of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. That it was not successful was 
the fault, not of the Free-Soilers here, but of 
others, into whose embraces he has now cast 
himself, out of horror of those who then were 
his supporters. 

Were those votes disloyal? Youaccuse me of 
fanaticism—fanaticism on the subject of slavery. 
I put the question to you, sir, [Mr. BuTLER,] to , 
you, sir, [Mr. Bayarp,}] to you, sir, and you, | 
to every Senator from a slave State, to answer, | 
on your word of honor, as a Senator and a gen- 
tleman, j 
tional or partisan vote, other than on a question : 
which divided, upon principle, your section and | 


party from my own, and your constituents from į] 


4 


when I have given here even one sec- and > 
j boundless power and imfluence, as a eivil Magis- 
trate and the head of the Army, to establish not || 


i 


| least. 


because he was a slaveholder, or because he | 


Standing, | 
then, upon the character for equality, for justice, 
and for loyalty, which I have built, to bè a sure 
foundation for myself, I can pardon the sensibil- 
ities of those who think that they are to suffer 
contamination now by an accidental agreement | 
with me upon a question of vital importance to | 
the country and to the rights of man. The time, | 
you see, has been, when such association was | 
not offensive, because it was not useless to them. | 
That time is coming round again. It will have 
come when the Government of our country shall | 
once more be intrusted to an Administration which 
will protect and defend the Territories and the 
States of this Union against force and usurpation, | 
let it come from what quarter it may. Wait, if 
you please, for that time, now not far distant, I 
think, and then, if my associates and myself prove 
faithless to our country or to the Union, accuse 
us of disloyalty and fanaticism. 

Mr. President, there are two reasons why a 
Senator might speak to the question now before 
the Senate. First, that if possible he might by 
argument bring the Senate to adopthis own opin- | 
ion. Second, that, failing in ths, he might yet | 
exert an influence upon the opinion of the coun- 
try. Neither of these reasons serves to justify me 
in speaking. I have already said, during the 
ate session of Congress, all that the question de- 
manded from me, with a view to effect, cither 
here or elsewhere. | 

But since I then spake, circumstances have | 
occurred, which, in the estimation of the Senate, 
and possibly of the country, require that what 


laws, but an armed foreign and seditious usurpa- 
tion, in the Territory of Kansas, organized for 
the purpose of subverting constitutional liberty, 
and establishing unconstitutional and despotic 
slavery there. When called to account for that 
gross violation of duty, the President avowed 
and justified that usurpation. The House of 
Representatives, unable to obtain an agreement 
from the Senate on any adequate measure to 
overturn that usurpation, and restore constitu-° 
tional freedom in the Territory of Kansas, as a 
last resource inserted in the Army bill a provision 
which practically prohibits the President from 
employing the Army of the United States: to 
enforce the tyrannical laws of that unconstitu- 
tional and despotic usurpation. The Senate re- 
fused even that small act of grace to the people 
of Kansas; so the Army bill failed. That is the 
true state of the case made up by the House of 
Representatives and the Senate, at the late session 
of Congress, and that is the true state of the case 
between the two Houses as it exists now at this 
extra session. À 

Now, sir, to the case thus stated. H the Jaws 
of that usurpation were as just and humane as 
they are confessedly unjust and barbarous, F still, 
deeming them the edicts of a usurpation, of an 
armed usurpation, would not give the President 
men, materials of war, or money, to enforce evén 
| one of them. I know the value of peace, and 
order, and tranquillity. I know how essential 
they are to posterity, not to say enterprise. But 
I know also the still greater value of liberty. 
When you hear me justify the despotism of the 
Czar of Russia over the oppressed Poles, or the 
treachery by which Louis Napoleon rose to a 
throne on the ruins of the Republic in France, 
on the ground that he preserves domestic peace 
among his subjects, then you may expect me to 
vote supplies of men and money to the President 
of the United States, to exccute the edicts of the 
Missouri borderers in the Territory of Kansas, 

Next, sir, for the alarms which are sounded 
| forth throughout the Halls of Congress. The 
President raises the key-note, by striking upon 
the fertile string of Indian depredations. ‘The 
honorable and venerable Senator from Michigan 
[Mr. Cass} chimesin. Never, in his eventful life, 
has he seen a period so portentous. And the 
honorable Senator from Delaware seriously gives 
forth the prediction that the Army must be dis- 
banded, and the Union itself fall asunder. Sir, 
it is a piece of executive stage management. 
Congress is called back into the theater, the cur- 


was then said shall be reconsidered. The first | 
circumstance is, that the President, not content | 
with the failure of the Army bill by a disagree | 
ment of the two Houses, has assumed the re- ; 
sponsibility of convening Congress to reconsider 
that important subject. The’ second is, that | 
while in one quarter of the Senate there is a per- | 
sistent purpose to defeat the Army bilfagain, if 
unless the House of Representatives shall recede, || 
propositions of concession and conciliation are | 
offered in another quarter, while, at the same | 


time, alarms of public danger are sounded in both | 


these quarters, calculated to induce the House of | 
Representatives and the minority of the Senate | 
to surrender the opinions to which they have. 
hitherto adhered so firmly. Now, sir, for my- 


self, I have to say to the President of the United | 


States, that neither his proclamation nor his | 
special message has affected my judgment or: 
changed my feelings on this great subject in the 
The President has done nothing which 
has made or will make me take one divergent or i 


even one hesitating step in the line of duty which |; 
I marked out for myself at the last session of || 


Congress. 1 do not mean to say that he is a bad | 


man—but I do say, upon the responsibility of a | 


Senator, and as a member of Congress, the grand 
inquest of the nation, that he is an unjust and a! 


found him employing all his vast and almost 


merely unjust, unconstitutional, and tyrannical i 


tain rises slowly, amid the jarring discords which: 
make the thunder of the political play-house, and 
then the air is filled with signs and «ghastly 
specters. Sir, Ido not doubt that honorable 
Senators are sincere. JT know that sincerity is 
easier and more practicable than dissimulation, 
to all mankind. It is casier and more natural to 
me, and therefore I know it is more natural to 
others. I therefore hold (as a general truth) that 
all men are sincere and honest; and I hold him to 
be merely a fool, who esteems me to be otherwise. 
But, sir, these sincere Senators may dismiss their 
fears. They have been here now nearly nine 
months. In this Senate Chamber the atmosphere 
i has become thick, unwholesome, and oppressive. 


H We are like an animal inclosed in an exhausted 


receiver. ‘The fresh, pure air, such as pervades the 
country, is exhausted, and we are pining, suffer- 
ing, and suffocating. No wonder that the light 
| grows dim, strange and unnatural noises rumble 
| in our ears, the pillars of the Capitol seem to us 
to be tottering, and the very stars of heaven ap- 
pear to be shooting from their spheres. Our im- 
agination is diseased by unwholesome confine- 
ment. That is all. 

Sir, on the fatal day, the 18th day of August, 
! when at high noon this Congress adjourned, I, 
' too, went forth from the Senate Chamber, haunted 
by specters of discord which threatened to rend 
: this country asunder, because the Army bill had 


i 
1 


tyrannical Magistrate. At the last session, F; 


i failed; and these specters pursued me along the 


wn quiet 


avenues and humbler pathway to my o 
» + Then I 


i dwelling on the bank of the Potomac. 


50- 


sat down to meditate on that mighty and fearful 
ruin which I had been warned was to fall on the | 
Capitol.and on the country, in swift revenge of 
the failure of the Army bill. The evening shades 
gathered around me, but they brought no notes 
or signs of sorrow, fear, or sadness. The parlors 
of my neighbor on the right resounded with the 
tinkling of the guitar. Fairy-footed children were 
dancing in the halls of my neighbor on the left, 
to the merriest notes the violin could breathe 
through its mirth-moving strings. Across the 
way; the Russian Minister, always watchful of 
poe of dissension here, worthy the notice of 

is sovereign, was entertaining ajoyous company 
in his lordly halls, as undisturbed by the crash- 
‘ing and falling of this great Republic over his 
head, as the deaf mutes, who, onthe opposite side 
of the way, were joining with happier youtbs than 
themselves in the amusements of the eventide. 
And, sir, though it is strange, it is nevertheless | 
true, that this condition of happy ignorance of 
political evil or danger has continued in that | 
neighborhood ever since. 

Mr. President, the state of the case is very dif- 
ferent here in the Senate Chamber. You can 
understand the reality of this great ruin. Sen- 
ators, you can repeat it to each other; you can 
impress each other with the truth of its exist- 
ence. You can even produce conviction of that 
fearful fact-upon the galleries. They are filled 
with your clients. The streets around the Cap- 
itol ‘are filled with them. They perhaps will 
groan, or would, if it were respectful to do so, 
when I express a doubt whether the ruin is not 
exaggerated in your speeches. 
do not let their sympathy mislead and deccive 
you. They are interested clients and depend- 
ents. They all have long arms and wide-spread- | 
ing fingers, to dip, by your gracious permission, 
into the Treasury, but no strong shoulders to 
support and bear up the Constitution of their 
country. If you rely on their applause and their 
sympathies, and go down with us before the 
people upon this issue, you may look out at the 
next session of Congress for galleries filled with 
other clients just as patriotic, but, at the same | 
time, justas well satisficd that this country can 
be saved from ruin by an administration of the 
Government which will overturn the Missouri 
ueurpition; and restore * perfect freedom”? to the 
people of Kansas. I know something of the 


temper of legislative galerien; and of the atmos- | 


phere of executive chambers. J warn you not 
to rely too much on the purity of the one, or the 
constancy of the other. 

So this executive stage effect, then, docs not 
change my resolution, What next occurs to 
affect it? A by-play is gotten up between two 
of the three parties in this House, who assume 
to act in the name of all. In a parliamentary 
sense, there are three parties here: first, the De- 
mocracy; second, a branch of the Opposition onec 
known as Whigs, (now, | fear to give offense by 
using a misnomer, and therefore. do not name 
it;) and third, the Republicans, Black Repub- 
licans, or Abolitionists, as the other two parties 
happily agree in calling us who constitute the 
other, and far the largest branch of the Opposi- 
tion. But, although there are three partcs here, 

et when it comes to a question of dividing the 
House into its three constituent parts, the figure 2 
is always used as a divisor; and 
and the aforesaid nameless band of the Opposition 
are found together, and the Republicans stand 
alone, in contrast to both. Just now, however, 
the first two stand apart, and an interlude of con- 
ciliation and pacification is enacted between their 
representatives, the Senators from Delaware and 
Louisiana, [Mr. Cuayron and Mr. BENJAMIN. ] 
We Republicans are allowed to appear as super- 
numeraries, not in original parts of our own, but 
just to give greater effect to the scenes. The 
Senator from Delaware presents a bill—for which 
all the Republicans are to vote, without offering | 
amendments or debate—for repealing certain ob- 
noxious laws in Kansas; and the Senator from | 
Louisiana presses the Democracy in the Senate 
to pass that bill. Then the House of Represent- 
auves is to be deemed refractory, if they do not 
at once yield their proviso, and pass the Army 
‘bill. Thus, this pretty little interlude, like the one 
gotten up by the clowns of Athens, that is incor- 
porated into the ** Midsummer Night’s Dream,” 
happily moves forward the grand plot of the 


But, Senators, | 


the Democracy | 


il generations, 
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drama toa successful denouement. Certainly, I 
do not mean to assign to those distinguished 
Senators the parts belonging to any of the sub- 
ordinates in the interlude. Trecognize him from 
! Delaware as Oberon, the king of an imaginary 
realm, and him from Louisiana as the sprightly 
and yet efficient Puck, prime minister to that 
gracious but unequally-tempered sovereign. But, 
alas! the interlude drags. It does not advance 
the action of the grand plot, nor can it proceed 
itself. Democratic Senators, especially the stern 
and inflexible Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Ma- 
son,] refuses to concur in giving the necessary 
assent of the Democratic part of the House to the 
conciliation bill; and we Republican Senators 
cannot pass this bill of conciliation, even if we 
would. The two Senators who get it up are sure 
only to their own votes, reinforced by ours. But, 
sir, let us suppose that they bring their interlude 
toa happy termination. It is a rule in courts of 
equity, in furtherance of justice, that what ought 
to be done shall be taken to have been done. We 
will suppose that this bill of conciliation, which 
abrogates certain of the obnoxious laws of Kan- 
sas, has passed; and thereupon I am asked to 


the House of Representatives. I cannot do it. 
The objection to it remains just as before. Your 
bill does not remove all the unconstitutional and 
despotic laws of Kansas. The executive courts 
in Kansas will deny that it removes any of them, 
and, above all, the usurpation of Kansas. The 
forge in which those tyrannical laws were made 
remains in full blast, to produce others as tyran- 
nical as these. Sir, there is nothing in this new 
and ingenious device to change my purpose; and 
nothing, as I trust, to alter the ized purpose of 
the House of Representatives. 

What next? You come back to argument. You 
| assert that the course of the EHLouse of Represent- 
atives, in insisting upon this proviso, is uncon- 
| sututional and revolutionary. My excellent friend 


|, from Massachusetts, in his very able speech, has 


given you the authority of the Federalist for the 
very power which the House of Representatives 
is thus exercising. 

The honorable Senator from Louisiana breathed 
on those quotations from the Federalist, and they 
disappeared. Sir, he is an ingenious and eloquent 
advocate, When Isaw this bar of iron, so rough 
and black when cold,come out from between his 
haramer and the anvil, it seemed perfectly smooth 
and sparkling. But now, when it has cooled 
again, itis justas roughand black as it was before. 
He argued that the power of the Fouse of Rep- 
resentatives to annex a condition toa money bill, 
was confined to the single case when the Senate 
| should refuse its consent toan apportionment bill 
| for raising the number of Representatives of the 
i people with the advance of population. Now,a 


error: 

“These considerations seem to afford ample security on 

this subject, (mauely, a conflict in ease 
the number of mentbers of the House of Rep 
and onght wone to satisfy all the doubts and ws which 
have been indulged in regard to it. Admitting, however, 
that they should all be insufficient to subdue the unjust 
policy of the smaller State, or their predominant influence 
in the Councils of the Senate, a constitutional and infallible 
resource SUH remains with the larger States, by which they 
will be able at all times to accomplish {what?] their just 
i purposes? 
Atwhat time to accomplish? At all times to 
|| accomplish their just purposes. Notatone time, 
one particular purpose only, but at all times, all 
their just purposes. Then the House of Repre- 
sentatives may have more than one just purpose. 
If more than one just purpose can be indulged, 
‘then the provision is a general one, and applies 
to all such just purposes; and of the justice of 
any purpose, as well as of the necessity of resort- 
ing to the extreme remedy to accomplish it, the 
House of Representatives, as a codérdinate branch 
of the Legislature, has equal right with the Sen- 
ate to judge. [think this a sufficient reply on that 
subject. 

And now, to treat more seriously than I have 
yet done the argument that the Army must and 
i will be disbanded, and that the country will be 
abandoned to desolating Indian depredations. 
You willremember that this constitutes the whole, 
or nearly the whole, argument of the President’s 
message. The picture is drawn, I suppose, from 
between the covers of the school-books of past 
Senators enlarge: they tell us that 


ssentatives,) 


vote for the Army bill, without the proviso of | 


| Simple feading of the text will convict him of 


of augmentation of 


the war in Florida, waged, as we know itis, by 
only two hundred or three hundred poor strag- 
gling Indians of that peninsula, is not yet ended. 
Well, it has4asted more than fifteen years; and 
if it has not yet been suppressed by the Army, 
which has at all times been well supplied, in 
Heaven’s name when will it end? Would it be 
unwise to change our policy, and try to bring it 
to anend without an army? They tell us that 
Texas is suffering from Indian depredations; and 
yet atthis moment the State of Texas is sending 
armed colonists to join in the subjugation of 
Kansas. They insist that Indian wars are yet 
raging in California and Oregon, although General 

ool writes to me that the war is ended, and 
would have been brought to a close much sooner 
but for the misconduct of the civil authorities 
there; while those civil authorities are sending 
creditors to us, with accounts amounting to four 
millions of dollars, advanced to subsist the militia 
in their successful efforts at restoring peace and 
safety in those regions. 

Thus, sir, you sec that these pretenses of danger 
from the Indians are all moonshine, let in upon 
the Senate through artfully prepared crevices in 
the walls of the executive palace. If, however, 
Senators think the truth to be otherwise, and also 
think that the mechanics at Springfield, at Har- 
per’s Ferry, and at Cold Spring, are to be dis- 
charged, and the manufacture of muskets, rifles, 
and cannon, is to be arrested, and that the con- 
tracts with the makers of powder on the Brandy- 
wine, and with the woollen drapers of New York 
and New England for clothing, are to be broken, 
and the Army itself to be in fact disbanded, and 
that the whole machinery of Government is to be 
suddenly stopped and brought to a dead stand, 
then Task them this simple question: By what 
right and by what law can the President of the 
United States dismiss an officer, disband a regi- 
ment, or arrest the movement of a single wheel 
or spindle, thatin obedience to law he has actually 

ut in motion? He can do no such thing, sir; at 
east, not lawfully or rightly. He mayin spleen 
do it wrongfully; but for that, there is a public 
remedy, Officers, soldiers, mechanics, and man- 
ufacturers, may rest by a determination of their 
own, if they are not paid. But do you fear any 
such stoppage as that? Did you ever know any 
undertaking of the Government to stop at all, be- 
cause there was a failure of the appropriation bill 
for a month or two, or six, or more? No, sir, 
the Government labor will go on all the faster. 
Sir, gunpowder, lead, muskets, and rum, are pro- 
fusely scattered among the Indian tribes every 
year, by enterprising traders, who take in pay- 
ment drafts from the Indians upon annuities not 
even yet accrued. I expose myself to the com- 
plaints of merchants and Army contractors, who 
are found among my representatives, by joining 
the other House on this occasion. Iwill let you 
fully into a knowledge of the extent to which they 
are disturbed. One house, with some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of capital, has written to 
ask my opinion whether the Army bill would 
pass; and if it should not, then whether, at the 
next session, the Government will pay interest. 
I answer now, here, that I trust the Army bill 
will not pass at this session, and that at the next 
session full appropriations for principal and in- 
terest will be made. 

And now a word in scrious earnestness on the 
subject of the alarms about the Union. If there 
is danger of its dissolution, it must be discover- 
able in some quarter. There must be somewhere 
an enemy to this country and to her Constitution. 
Where is he—who is he? Who is it, where is 
the man, that proposes to scuttle this noble ark 
of the Constitution, that has rode the waves so 
gently in times of calm, so proudly in season of 
storms and tempests, and sink it into the depths 
of the sea, while he will transfer us, for safety, to 
some gay-gilded fantastical craft of his own handi-* 
work? Sir, there is no such man in this country, 
in the North or in the South, in the East or in 
the West. We are all on board together, and all 
quietly watchful of our course, and jealous indeed 
of the pilot whom we station at the helm. Sir, 
these attempted alarms about the safety of the 
Union are factitious. Congress adjeurned on the 
18th of August, without passing the Army bill, 
and yet the country and the Constitution remained 
safe; for we found them so onthe Qist, Congress 
may adjourn to-morrow, to reassemble on the first 


1856. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Monday of December next, and we shall find the 
country and the Constitution then just as safe as 
they are now. What will happen, willbe simply 
this: You, the Senate, will go down before the 
people on the issue which you have made with 
the House of Representatives. That issue will | 
be tried. If the two Houses, after hearing the 
popular verdict, shall be unable to agree when 
they come together at the next session in Decem- 
ber, take my word for it, they will certainly agree 
-at the first session of the newly-elected Congress 
afterwards. 

Now, sir, this is just what the Constitution 
contemplates, and what Congresses are made for. 
They are not made to agree always. The two 
Houses must agree, when they can agree in prin- 
ciple. They must differ, when the flames of 
truth that burn in their consciences give out lights 
of differing hues. The conflict in such cases is 
necessarily inconvenient; but it is temporary, 
and is necessary to the true ascertainment and 
establishment of truth. In such occasional con- 
flicts dwells the safety, not the danger, of the 
Republic—the safety, not the peril, of the Union. 
“On the contrary, danger to both will be found 
the most serious, and the most imminent, when 
the three main departments of the Government 
the Senate, the House of Representatives, and | 
the President—shall unite and concur in estab- 
lishing, by force, revolution, and usurpation, sla- 
very in the’ Territories of the United States. | 
When that shall happen; then look out for the | 
safety of the States, the pillars of the Union, and 
for the liberties that dwell in that noblest of all 
edifices raised by human hands. 

Thus, sir, I have explained the reasons for my | 
adherence now to my former course, without | 
having repeated all the arguments which I deliv- 
ered on a former occasion, when that course was 
adopted. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, the Senator | 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] who has just 
taken his seat has made himself merry over the | 
prospect of the defeat of the appropriation bill 
for the Army. I have never seen him so exult- 
ant and jubilant since he has been a member of 
this body as pn the occasion of what he considers 
to be the great triumph which he hopes to achieve 
in paralyzing at least one of the departments of 
the Government. He has referred to the evils 
and the mischievous and unfortunate conse- 
quences which may result, and he has made them į 
the subject of ridicule, and of Jaughter, and of | 
mirth. I confess that I listened to him with no į 
pleasure when I heard him discussing the ques- 
tion in that mood. I confess that I am not able 
to sympathize with the tone of feeling which 
makes him so exultant in the prospect of such i 
consequences. 

That mischiefs must result from the defeat of the 
general appropriation bill for the Army is a fact 
to which no one for a moment can close his eyes. 
That it must have a deranging and disorganizing | 
effect on all the operations of that department of | 
the Government, if it does not entirely paralyze | 
them, is certainly true. That it must bring suf- | 
fering and distress to a very large portion of the | 
people of the United States, is admitted by all. | 


‘That it must bring discredit upon this country 
abroad, in the eyes of the whole civilized world, 
no one can question. 


Why, then, should this be | 


a subject of rejoicing? Sir, the history of the | 


made to overthrow any Government, good or: 


bad, the first step has been to cripple and destroy 


| 
{ 
world shows that whenever an attempt has been } 
i 
d 
| 


the Army. Revolutionistsat all times—men bent 


on the destruction of their Government, no mat- : 
ter by what purpose animated,or what cause they ; 


allege to justify themselves, first attempt tq de- 
stroy the regular force of the country. have no 
sympathy in this movement—have never admired 
that complacency which can rejoice in public mis- 
fortunes, since I read the story of Nero, who | 


could make himself merry and fiddle while Rome i 
was burning! | 


Sir, circumstances have begun to develop them- 


selves which enable us now to sce the whole |: 


scheme which has been plotted and arranged, and 
is now being executed. The first part of the 
scheme was to defeat the appropriations for the 


Territory of Kansas, and, if possible, to paralyze | 


the civil government there. The next was to or- 
pe a body of armed desperadoes to invade 
Kansas for the purpose of getting up a civil war. 


‘| robbery, of larceny, of house-burning in Kansas | 


| laws. 


i said he is the chief, in a convention at Buffalo, 


The political party with which the Senator from lihat purpose? When has he ever used it to en- 


New York is identified, and of which it may be 


agreed to raise $100,000 a month to employ men, 
and supply,arm, and equip them, to invade Kan- 
sas, for the purpose of making war upon the law- 
and-order men there. They have had their men 
hovering en the western boundary of Iowa for 
weeks, waiting for the adjournment of Congress, 
and for the telegraphic dispatch to reach them 
announcing that the Army bill had been defeated, 
so that the war could commence. You kept your 
forces there, first, to control the election in lowa 
by fraudulent and illegal votes, and then to be 
marched across the river to murder the inhabit- 
ants and burn the towns in Kansas. Your men 
were kept there for that purpose, receiving tele- 
graphic information from their leaders here, and 
the moment they were informed that the Army 
bill had been defeated, the civil war instantly com- 
menced in Kansas. Houses were burned, build- 
ings destroyed, a post office consumed, innocent 
inhabitants shot down in cold blood, without the 
alee pretext or provocation. 

Mor weeks previous to that time —yes, for 
months previous — there had been peace, quiet, 
and order in Kansas. There was no disturbance 
there. The people were happy in the security 
that surrounded them, and there would never 
have been another telegraphic dispatch or com- 
munication conveying the sad intelligence of 
bloodshed and murder if Lane had not been sent 
there by the Free-Soil party to get up civil war 
asa party movement. ‘he facts of the case are 
too clear to allow any man to deny them; and 
there is no one of you who does not rejoice when ! 
the news of anew conflagration or of anew murder 
reaches you. It is notorious to every man in 
Washington that if you see the Free-Soilers with 
their eyes glistening, and congratulating each | 
other, itis when they have heard of murder, of | 


by their agents for political effect. This is a part | 
of the political campaign, I confess that it is a || 
sad spectacle to behold; it isa mournful thought jj 
that the blood of innocent men can be shed, for jj 
party purposes, in pursuance of caucus arrange- 
ments, in order to control the presidential elec- 
tion; yet the fact is too glaring for any man to | 
deny or doubt it. This invasion of Kansas is || 
unprovoked; the murders are of the most barba- || 
rous and cruel character; the Territory is being | 
ravaged for the purpose of compelling citizens 
there to rally in their defense and bring on a 
pitched battle, in order that yeu may show some if 
of your own men as martyrs sacrificed to free- || 
dom! . f 

Your daily prayers and nightly invocations are 
that a battle may take place, in which some men | 
from the North may be murdered, that you may | 
play the part of Mark Antony over the dead || 
Cesars. If a pro-slavery man is killed, it isa 
gloricus triumph in your estimation. Ifa Free- | 
Soiler is killed, it is so much political capital for | 
the stump, and for the newspapers. Itison such | 
an issue that the Senator from Massachusetts | 
challenges and dares us to go before the country. | 
Sir, it is an issue from which every feeling of my |; 
heart recoils. The idea that blood shall be spilled | 
and murders perpetrated for political effect, is | 
revolting to every sentiment of humanity. Yet, || 
sir, if it must'be so, let us carry this issue to the | 
country, and charge these crimes on the heads of || 
the men in this city who get them up, and the | 
party who sustains them. Sir,in my heart I be- ; 
lieve that every drop of blood shed in Kansas rests jj 
upon the souls of the leaders of that political party |; 
which is organizing this civil war with a view to || 
the presidential election. If they can rejoice in: 
the prospect of consummating their plan of the || 
campaign, their feelings are very different from 
mine. 

What is the excuse for all of this organization | 
of military force, this invasion of a peaceable | 
people, this burning of houses and murdering of |} 
citizens? The excuse is, that certain laws, which į; 


i have been read to the Senate several times to-day, || 


and on many previous occasions also, are cruel | 
and tyrannical, inhuman and barbarous. That i 
is the only excuse which is offered for all this: 
crime. You say that you are not willing to allow ij 
the President of the United States to use the mili- | 
tary force for the enforcement of these barbarous i|; 
When did he ever propose to use it for! 


si 


| force one of them? You know very well thatup 


to this hour no one prosecution has ever arisen 
under any one of those laws of which you com- 
plain. -By common and universal consert in 
Kansas these laws remain unexecuted, and no 
mortal man has ever made a complaint to.a court 
of justice, so far as I can learn, for a writ or pro- 
cess for a violation of any one of those obnox- 
ious laws. You know that they have never been 
executed. You know that the very officers of 
whom you complain in Kansas do not pretend to 
enforce them. ence you have no right to sup- 
pose, and I undertake to say you do not believe, 
that these particular laws arc to be enforced by 
this appropriation; and, therefore, the excuse 
which you give for the defeat of the Army ap- 
propriation hill is not sustained by the facts. Te 
1s a mere pretext, and has no foundation in truth. 

Whenever J find a man saying to me on the 
stump that his vote against the Army bill was in 
order to prevent the President from enforcing 
those particular obnoxious laws, I shall say to 
him that he knows that pretext is not true; that’ 
there is not an honest man living who does not 
know that it isa mere excuse. You know that 
the appropriation billis not for the enforcement 
of those particular laws You have been told 
before, time and time again, that no one of those 
laws has been enforced, no one of their penalties 
has been inflicted, no case of the kind has ever 
arisen; yet, when one of you rise to make a 
speech to excuse the crime of stopping the wheels 
of Government and producing civil war in the 
Territory of Kansas, you cite these very laws 
which nobody pretends to enforce. Whenever 
men are driven to give a false reason for their per- 
sistent ‘action, it shows that there is a true reason 
which decency or patriotism does not allow them 
to avow. 

I show that the pretense in regard to these 
laws is a false reason, and the inference is that 
there is a different one which impels their action; 
and why not avow the true one, if consistent 
with honor, with duty, with patriotism? Tam 
constrained to believe that, if there were no pres- 
idential election approaching, there would be 
entire quict and peace in Kansas. I am con- 
strained to believe that each crime committed 
there recently, has been done by the orders of a 

olitical organization. I am constrained to be- 

ieve that Lane is the regularly appointed agent 
and commander for that purpose, and that this is 
not to cease until after the presidential election. 
When that election is over, if the Constitution 
triumphs, as I believe it will, there will be peace 
in Kansas; for there will be ne motive for any 
political party to spend money to fit out bands of 
marauders and desperadoes to get up civil war. 

Mr. WILSON. Order will reign in Warsaw 
then. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Order will reign in Warsaw, 
the Senator says. All these cant phrases are used 
for the purpose of concealing a design. None of 
you will pretend that these obnoxious laws, to 
which you refer so often, have been the cause of 
the disorders and disturbances which have oc- 
curred in Kansas. i 

Again: is it really true that you are anxious 
to get rid of these obnoxious laws? If it were 
true, with your organized majority in the other 
House, sufficiently numerous and well trained to 
defeat the appropriation bills and stop the wheels 
of Government, could you not have passed a bill 
to repeal the obnoxious laws? You have not 
dared to pass a bill to repeal them for fear the 
Senate would concur, and thus destroy your po- 
litical capital. . 

Mr. WADE. The House of Representatives 
did pass a bill, and sent it here, repealing those 
very laws, and the Senate has never touched it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. What bill? 

Mr. WADE. It is called Dunn’s bill. You 
commented on it before. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I am much obliged to the 
Senator for calling my attention to it. He will, I 
suppose, be frank enough to withdraw a part of 
this statement. I say Í did touch Dunn’s bill, 
and not very lightly. I made a report upon it, 
and I made a speech upon it, and I showed the 
character of that bill. Now, I will tell the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, that I showed that that bill does 
not repeal one of those laws, unless it may be by 
the general declaration of rights; but, on the con- 
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trary; it recognizes the validity of the entire code 
of laws enacted by the Legislature at the Shaw- |! 
nee Mission. It provides thatit shall be the duty 
of the judges, the governor, the marshal, the dis- 
trict attorneys, the sheriffs, and justices of the 
yeace, to remain in office, and execute those very 
Jaws, in so many words. It will not do for the j 
Senator to shake his head. The bill is a part of į 
the archives of this Government. It will remain |; 
a permanent record, to stare you in the face, and 
“convict every man who dares to deny that the | 
l 

i 


‘whole Free-Soil party in the House of Represent- : 
atives, with one exception, voted for a bill to 
recognize the validity of these ver i 
Mr. WADE. As the Senator has alluded to | 
that bill twice before, I wish barely to put this |i 
uestion to him: If the Republican party in the | 
ouse, by voting for that bill,affirmed those laws, i 
did not the Senator's party, by voting against the 
bill, or acting against it, disaffirm them ? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the Senator. i 
We did not disatirm them, for these reasons: | 
. By the organic Jaw of the Territory, whenever į 
the Legislature passed an enactment it became a | 
law, with the approval of the Governor, without |; 
being reported to Congressatall. No affirmation 
of the laws was necessary in order to make them 
valid. If you bring ina proposition now to afirm 
any law in any Territory—Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Oregon, or Washingtoa—ebout the propriety of | 
which there is no controversy, I would vote to | 
lay it on the table, for the reason that no legista- 
tion is necessary upon the subject. You give no 
validity by the affirmance, You do not impart |} 
vitality to it, for it had all the sanctions of law | 
before such action, Our motion was to lay this | 
bill on the table, and I voted for the motion. It |} 
had no effect in the affirmance or disaflirmance || 
of theacts; but the House of Representatives, by 
their vote on the bill prepared by themselves, į 
- have declared in so many words that those laws 
are valid, and shall be enforced, with the excep- | 
tion of the criminal code. You affirmed that 
slavery law, extracts of which were read by the 

Senator from Massachusetts to-day. Every Frec- 

Soiler, every Frémont man in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, voted to affirm those very laws in ; 
regard to slavery which the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts read and condemned to-day. 

Mr WADE, 1s the Senator claiming that he | 
has changed sides with the Abolitionists; that | 
they are in favor of slavery, and he opposed to | 
it? Is that his position? | 

Mr. DOUGLAS. When the Senator asks his į 
question, aud takes his seat, L will answer him, | 

| 
| 
| 


laws. 


| 


Mr. WADE. Iput this question. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
down. 

Mr. WADE. You say that this side of the 
Jouse voted to continue slavery in the ‘Territory 
of Kansas, and, therefore, you were opposed to 
theiraction. 1f they become pro-slavery by that, 
you become an Abolitionist, being cxacdy the 
opposite. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My object is not to prove 
that they become pro-slavery, or that I have be- 
come anti-slavery. My object is to prove that 
they are not sincere when they pretend that they 
wish to defeat the Army appropriation bill be- 
cause of those laws; but that they wish it for 
blood, murder, robbery, civil war, for political 
effect, instead of the repeal of those laws; that 
they are opposed to the repeal of those laws, in 


Put the question and sit j 


t er) a 
was the fear that a few 


j that repealing section. 


| aud perpetuates slavery there until 1858, 


order to make political capital out of it, at the 
same time that they condemn the laws in their 
political speeches. 

Sir, l have said that every man of that party, 
with oneexception, voted to recognize the validity |; 
of those laws; that one has published a letter in |! 
which he assigns his reason for his vote.. I find | 
the letter in the newspapers. 

Mr. WADE. Ido not wish to interrupt the 
Senator; but he says we are opposed to the repeal 
of those laws. I want to know how it happened 
this morning, on our endeavoring to repeal them, 
that avery member onthe other side of the House | 
voted to lay the bill on the table ? i 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We passed a bill to annual | 
them once, and sent it to the House of Represent- | 
atives, and your majority would not take it up | 
aud passit. We then sent the bill a second time, | 

i 
i 
H 
| 


l 
i 
i 
i 
j 


and your majority in ihe House of Representa- 
tives would not take it up. It was well known 
that the reason why you would not take it up |; 


effect after Congress adjourns, 


iit is since the Senator became convinced that! 


of your men would join 
us and pass the bill. Jt was unnecessary for us į 
to send a third bill—twice, assuredly, was enough. 
It is no excuse to say that our bill contained other | 
matter which you did not like in connection with 
If you had insuperable | 
objections to the other matter, if itinvolved your 
consciences or your judgment, you could have | 
stricken out all that you objected 

the residue. You have had assurances suficient 
to-day that your action would have been con- 


curred in by thé Senate in a moment if you had įi 


done it; and if your folks are sincere in desiring 


these obnoxious laws to be repealed, you will | 


take up our bill and certainly pass the repealing 
section, whether you pass the remainder or not, 
before twelve o’clock to-morrow. We shall now 


: A : 5 | 
wait to see whether you are sincere in trying to | 


get rid of these obnoxious laws. I believe, and 
itis painful to me to be under the necessity of 
saying that 1 bave been foreed to the conviction, | 
that you will not permit these obnoxious laws to 


be swept from the statute-book until after the |! 


presidential election. 1 believe you have a dis- 
tinct understanding that the repealing bill shall 
not pass. It is the main plank in your political 
platform for the ponding election. 

But I said | would read an extract from a letter 
of one member of the Black-Republican party of 
the House who could not vote for your bill, Fe | 
says: 

*% We passed Duny’s bill for Kansas yesterday in a very 
tionable manner. It has many good provisions, but 
cichds the fugitive stave law over Kansas and Nebraska, 
and makes alt 
ehildren born therein up to that time, of slave mothers, 
slaves. This was too much for me. I have always said, 
and now repeat my pledges, that | will never vote to rec- 
ognize slavery 3 1 will never vote to make any human being 
asla will never vote to extend slavery one single foot; | 


L will never vote for the fugitive slave law, or its extension | 


over any free territory. I therefore voted against Dunn’s į 
bill, solitary and alone of ail our party.?? 


A Senaror. Who is that? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. Lesrer, of Ohio. He 
shows in this letter that it was known and under- | 
stood, at the time when every member of the 
Free-Soil party but himself voted .for that bill, 
that they were voting to perpetuate slavery in 
the Territory by continuing iu force laws which 
are so obnoxious to gentlemen now. It also ap- | 
pears from this letter that they knew that they į 
were voting on a proposition to make children | 
hereafter born slaves for life, and their posterity | 
after them, if born of slave mothers and removed | 
from the Territory before 1858. The letter shows, | 
too, that you all knew, when you passed that 
biil, that you were voting to extend the fugitive 
slave Jaw over Kansas Territory, with all its | 
provisions, at the same time that the Senator } 
from Massachusetts, in his speech to-day, talks | 
of the barbarity of the fugitive slave law, of its | 
heavy and monstrous penalties in not allowing | 
food and raiment and water to be furnished to 
the unfortunate fugitive. I will not repeat his 
doleful speech on that branch of the subject de- | 


j 
l 


| livered to-day. I wish him to bear in mind that | 


every man of his political party in the House of | 
Representatives, with one exception, did every | 
act which he condemns, and is responsible for: 
every consequence which he professes to lament. 
Do not misunderstand me on this point. T am 
not complaining of the harshness or the injustice 
of the fugitive slave law. I believe it was a law ; 
required by the Constitution of our country, and | 
I sustain it for that reason, But with what face, | 


i 
| 
i 


or show of justice or truth, can one of this Free- |) 
i 


Soil or Black Republican party rise and condemn ; 
that fugitive law, when he knows that his whole | 


party have voted for it within the last three or. 


four weeks? i 
Then, sir, we find, upon looking into this: 
A R 


partial man, that while the Democratic Senate 
desire to get rid of those laws which violated th 
freedom of speech, and all those great and funda- 
mental principles of liberty and justice intended 


managed to perpetuate those laws on ihe statute- |! 
book in order that they may use them for political 


Mr. WADE. I should like to inquire how long 


gi 
il 
rat 
| 
those laws were so obnoxious, and ought to be i 


to, and sent us |j 
| 


‘| guage of that kind? 


: we ; 0 x 4uS 7) that the proviso to this Army bill is 
question, that it is clear to the mind of every im- i| 


1 by the C y an d |; them in force, you recognized their validity, you 
i to be secured by the Constitution and the organic || appropriated the money for the Governor to'e 


act, the Free-Soilers, for political effect, have | 


swept away. It is certainly since his first or 
second report on the subject. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I willanswer that question. 


T regarded those laws to which I referred as being 


| repugnant to the Constitution and the organic act. 
| 


I was entirely willing to rely on the judiciary to 
make wise decisions on that subject in the annul- 
ment of those laws. I did not believe that a law 
infringing the freedom of the press was consist- 
ent wiih the organic act allowing a decision of the 
slavery question by the people themselves. So 
with a long list of those laws; but 1 did not deem 
it any part of my duty, nor did I deem it neces- 
sary, to wipe out those laws by legislative enact- 
| ment, for the reason that the courts would do it. 
But when it was proposed here, I was entirely 
willing to pass a declaratory act that they were 
null and void, and should not be enforced, in 
order to bring the men who hoped to make polit- 
ica! capital out of them to the test, and show that 
you would never permit those laws to be blotted 
out. You cling to them as you would to the last 
hope of life. If they had been blotted out, you 
would have lost all your capital on the stump; 
you would have been under the necessity of re- 
writing all your stump speeches, changing the 
tone of all your newspapers, and of making an 
entire new plan of campaign for the presidential 
election. 

Mr. President, I have shown that the House 
would not pass a bill to repeal the obnoxious 
laws, ‘I have shown that they would not takc'up 
and act on our bill when we did pass it. Let us 
‘trace this history a little further. In this very 
| proviso to the Army bill they have not even there 
| a repeal of the obnoxious laws, That very pro- 
i viso preserves those laws in force as they are. 
You do not even propose to repeal them in the 
proviso. 

Now, let me see what you have done by your 
appropriation bills. You first put in a proviso 
not to allow the judges to have their salaries until 
they should dismiss certain prosecutions. Ifthey 
dismissed the prosecutions for political offenses, 
they were to have their salaries; but when they 
got their salaries, what were they to do? Of 
course, go on and hold their courts, and try mur- 
derers, thieves, robbers, and every man guilty of 
crime. At last, you receded from your condition 
or proviso to the legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial appropriation bill, and allowed it to become 
alaw. 1 will not say that the fact that it con- 
tained an appropriation for your pay and mine 
was any inducement for thus receding; but it so 
happened that the bill on which you receded from 
your provisoes, and passed, contained the appro- 
priations to pay the governor, the judges, and all 
the civil officers of the Territory. You have thus 
voted money already to carry those laws into 
effect, Your proviso <o the Army bill leaves them 
in force, but says the President shall not use the 
military power to enforce them. You leave them 
in forec; you make it the duty of the Governor 
of the Territory to enforce them; you leave it to 
the judges to enforce them; and by appropriating 
: for their’salaries, you leave them on the statute- 
| book with entire vigor for them to enforce. You 
; furnish the money to do it, and you only provide 
| that the President shall not use the military power 
of the Government. Now, if you intended to blot 
out those bad laws, would you have framed lan- 
It is clear that it has never 
| been the intention to allow these laws to be blot- 
: ted out or repealed. Great skill was shown ir 
i drawing the proviso to the Army bill in such » 
way as to leave the obnoxious laws in force, to be 
: talked about on the stump during the campaign 
at the same time that you cripple the President 
an@ deprive him of the power of coming to the 
| reseuc of the civil authority. Hence, it is evident 
not designed 
laws. You 


to prevent the execution of those 
never intended it for that purpose. It was de- 
signed to cripple the Army-—not to prevent the 
execution of those laws in Kansas, for you left 


n- 
force them. You appropriated the money to the 
judiciary for the same purposes. You did every- 
thing that could be done to aid the civil author- 
ities in enforcing them, but you would not allow 
the military power to be used. 

lam, therefore, forced to the conclusion, that 
by framing this proviso, thus guarded, to preserve 
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these darling laws, which you hug to your hearts 
so dearly, in order to use them for political effect, 
you wish to get rid of the Army in order to get 
up a civil war on account of these very laws which 
you thus leave in force. Why did you thus 
limit the power of the Army at the same time that 
you recognized the laws as being in force, and 
authorized the Governor and judges to carry them 
into effect! Ifthe Governor and judges did not 
attempt to execute the laws, perhaps you would 
not have had any pretext for getting up civil war. 
In order to make this scheme complete, it was 
necessary to make it the duty of the civil officers 
to carry the laws into effect, and then prohibit 
the President from aiding the civil authorities, 
and then march an army of your, own into the 
Territory, under your own leaders; and thus you 
get up a civil war in which blood can flow, and 
flames can rage, and the country can be laid 
waste, and you will have victims who can answer 
as ** good enough Morgans,” at least until after 
the election. 

Mr. President, I repeat that I take no pleasure 
in showing up a scheme of revolution so daring, 
so reckless, so treasonable in its purposes, as the 
one which I have noticed here to-day. Each day 
brings confirmatory news of the whole scheme— 
an attempt to destroy a Government that you can- 
not rule. It is a painful reflection that one of the 
great political partics of the country allow pas- 
sion, or prejudice, or ambition to urge them to an 
extent that would destroy the very temple of lib- 
erty in which we are assembled. I believe that 
it is a question of union or disunion, depending 
upon the protection of the Constitution of the 
United States inviolable. I look upon it as a 
contest rising In importance and magnitude far 
above any other that this or any other country 
has ever witnessed, because we have a party ar- 
rayed against the Constitution on the one hand, 
and a party upholding and sustaining the Consti- 
tution and the Union of the country upon the 
other, When the question shall be submitted to 
the people, and fully understood, a rebuke will 
be administered to these revolutionists more se- 
vere, terrible, and overwhelming, than any which 
any band of desperate men who combined to 
seize and destroy the libertics of their country 
ever received, 

Mr. SEWARD and Mr. WILSON, with 
others, rose; but the floor was awarded to Mr. 
CLAY, who moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, 

The motion was agreed to. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The House of Represent- 
atives have adjourned to mect to-morrow at ten 
o'clock, I move that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day, it be to meet at eleven o’clock to-morrow. 
eral Senators. Say ten o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Eleven o’clock will do. 


By that time I hope the committee of conference | 


which we have already appointed, will be ready 
to report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weoyespay, August 27, 1856. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
TheJournalof yesterday wasread and approved. 


The SPEAKER stated that the Arst business in | 


order was the call of committees for reports. 
DELAY IN THE DOCUMENT ROOM. 

Mr. GROW, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be directed to 


inquire into the cause of the delay in enveloping and folding |! 0 A 
| of the various wars since 1793, praying that land 


documents in the folding room of the House, and to report 
by resolutiou or otherwise. 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. McQUEEN. [ ask the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolation: 

Whereas it is manifest, from the state of parties in this 
House and the Senate or the United “States, that no Army 
appropriation bill can be passed this session: Therefore, 

Resolved, (the Senate caneurring,) That the Speaker of 
the House aud the President of the Senate do adjourn 
their respective Houses of this Congress, sine die, on Phurs- 
day next, at four o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. SNEED, and others, objected. 


| of Government for the last four years; and, also, 


RETURN OF ABSENT MEMBERS. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution: 


_Resolved, That the Speaker of this House, by his warrant, 
direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to arrest, and bring to the bar 
of the House of Representatives, all absent members, 
except such as may be absent on account of sickness of 
themselves or family, and that he telegraph this resolution 
to each member where it can be done, and that the ex- 
penses incurred in carrying out this resolution in each case 
be charged to the member so sent for and arrested, and 
deducted, by the Sergeant-at-Arins, from his compensation. 


Mr. MACE objected. 
PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. NICHOLS. During the last session of 
Congress the Committee on Printing were in- 


structed to inquire into, and report to the House, | 
the amount expended in printing, binding, and | 


engraving, for each of the various Departments | 


as to the expediency of establishing a Govern- 
ment printing office. An elaborate report has 
been prepared, in response to these resolutions; 


but it was not completed in time for presentation | 


at the last session. I now hold in my hand the 
report of the committee upon that subject. It 
calls for no action of the House; and I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to make the 
report, and have it laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Do the committee report 
in favor of establishing a Government printing 
office ? 

Mr. NICHOLS. 
verse. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Well, sir, there are 
several papers before me which I also desire to 
present, but objection has been made. I shall 
therefore object to the reception of the report of 
the gentleman from Ohio. 


ASSAULT ON HON. MR. GRANGER. 


Mr. NICHOLS. 1am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to make the following report: 
The Joint Committee on Printing on the part of the House, 
to whom was referred to inquire into the expediency of 
printing ten thousand extra copies of the reports and evi- 
dence in the case of Simmons, for and in behalf of Gran- 


No, sir; the report is ad- 


; Ger vs. MeMctniy, beg leave respectfully to report : 


1. That, after diligent search, the committee can find no 
such ease on the Calendar of the House. 

2. That the select committee on the part of the House 
to investigate the alleged assault upon the Hon. Mr. GRAN- 
GER by the Hon. Mr. MceMotwiy, have submiticd to the 
House a majority and minority report, accompanied by cer- 
tain evidence. 

3. That the cost of printing said reports and evidence 
will be four cents per copy; and 

4. The committee report the following resolution, and 
recommend its adoption : 

Resolved, That there be printed ten thousand copies of | 
the majority and minority report of the said select commit- 
tee, together with the evidence, for the use of the members 
of the House. 


Mr. MATTESON. I move to lay the resolu- 


tion on the table. i 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was then laid on the table. 

LAND WARRANTS. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
committees for reports, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
mittees of the House h 
reports of business referred to them during tlic | 


I call for the yeas | 


The standing com- 


present session, I desire now to report back from i 


the Committee on Public Lands, a petition re- | 


ferred to that committee on the 23d day of August, | 
1856, with a bill founded upon the facts set forth | 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
of the petition. 

The petition was read. 
W. R. W. Cobb, on behalf of the officers and 
soldiers, and the widows of officers and soldiers 


I call for the reading 


| 
| 
: a | 
in the petition. i 
| 
! 


warrants may be made receivable in payment for 
public lands at the rate of $1 25 per acre. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 


Committee on Public Lands are not authorized | 


to act upon that memorial. It purports to have 


been presented by a member of the House on |; 
behalf of a large number of the citizens of the i; 


country. 


The SPEAKER, The Chair is of opinion, i 


that upon the presentation of the case as it now 


| stands, it is not competent for the gentleman to | 


d 

f 
ng been called for l! 

| 


It is the petition of |; 


I submit that the | 


make the report which he proposes to make. It 
is not competent fora member of the: House to 
make a report upon a memorial presented by 
himself. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Is it not in order for 
the Committee on Public Lands to act upon such 
a memorial? The Committee on Public Lands 
have acted upon the memorial, and have instructed 
me to make the report. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I know nothing of 
the nature of the bill; but I am opposed to legis- 
lation at this session, and therefore present the 
question of order. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. If it be the pleasure 
of the House.to abstain from all legislation, I 
will withdraw the report which I have just sub- 
mitted. 

The SPEAKER. The papers will be returned 


ii to the gentleman. The Chair has made no decis- 


ton in the matter—only a suggestion. 
it WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SAPP, it was 5 

Ordered, ‘That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition and papers of John 
Reamer, in order that they may be referred to the Corm- 
mittee on Pensions. í 

Mr. BRANCH. I wish to give notice that I 
shall object to everything but the regular order 
of business, 


AMENDMENT OF THE GRADUATION ACT. 


i| Mr. LINDLEY. I rise to submit a report 
i from the Committee on Public Lands. Tt is on 
ia subject in reference to which many petitions 
ij have been sent to Congress. Bills have been in- 
troduced, that the object of the petitioners may 
be accomplished, and they have been referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. For want of 
| time they have not been acted on. There are 
| hundreds of persons interested—indeed the title 
‘of settlers to their little farms depends on the 
| passage of such a bill as the one F desire to re- 
| port. They are looking forward with anxiety to 
| its passage. Thereis, I believe, a large majority 
in this House in favor of its passage. There is 
not a member of this House who has not- con- 
| stituents who are interested in it. 

Itis founded on a petition similar to the one 
| read at the request of the gentleman from Geor- 
! gia; but if there be no objection to the object of 
| the bill, I hope there will be no technical objec- 
| tion interposed, but that the bill will be allowed 
| to be reported, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

| Mr, COBB, of Georgia. The title of the bill 
| has not been reported, I have not heard a word - 
| of the gentleman’s explanation as to its charac- 
ter; and I will say that my objection is not 
{founded on the merits of the bill. I object to 
: going into general legislation. Therefore, I sub- 
i mit the same point in reference to this that I sub- 
mitted in reference to the report made by the 


| 
| 


| 
{ 
| 
| gentleman from Alabama. 

|! Mr. LINDLEY. The title of the bill is as 
‘follows: A bill toamendan act entitled, “An act 
| to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
‘land to actual settlers and cultivators,” approved. 
i =A 

į August 4, 1854. 

i Mr LETCHER. J ask that the Clerk read 
| the resolution which was adopted yesterday, in 
i reference to memorials and other business before 


the committees of this House. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


‘ Resolved, That all bills, resolutions, and other matters 
| referred to the standing committees of the House at the 
| first session of this Congress, upon which no reports have 
į been made, shall be returned informally to the Clerk, and 
: shall, by virtue of this resolution, stand recommitted, at the 
i on, to said committees, 


commencement of the next s 


i into whose possession the Clerk is hereby directed to re- 
! 


! store them. 

Mr. RUST. Who presented the memorial 
which is the foundation for the report? 

Mr. CORB, of Alabama, I did. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, under 
' the resolution just reati, I have returned to the 
i! Clerk bills which I was authorized to report. In 
' my judgment it is the duty of gentlemen, under 
i that resolution, to empty their drawers of all 
' papers, and to return them to the Clerk. They are 
not now logally in their possession. 
The SPEAKER. The resolution does not re- 
i fer to memorials referred at this session of Con- 
gress. The Chair understands that it has been 
the uniform practice, under similar resolutions, 
i for the committees to retain the papers.in their 


54 Š 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


August 27, 


possession, and to consider them as referred in- 
formally at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion of Congress. : 
_ Mr. SMITH; of Virginia. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House, that the parties in 
the case of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad 
Company against the Unued States have leave to 
withdraw their papers from the files of the House, 
in order that they may be presented to the Court 
of Claims. ie 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri has the floor. 

Mr. LINDLEY. Several bills were introduced 
at the last session on the same subject as the one 
which I now desire to report. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. With the gentleman’s 
‘permission, I will occupy a moment in making a 
personal explanation. Jn remarks submitted by 
me to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on the 23d of July, I made use of 
this language: 

«“ The table above shows that eighty-four of those who were 
elected as Know Nothings from the northern States, voted 
for Mr. Banxs for Speaker; and the record proves that if, 
upon the last ballot, the Know Nothing members of the 
House, Messrs. Broom, BAYARD CLARKE, CULLEN, Henry 
Winter Davis, MinLwarp, and Wuitrxey, who now fol- 
low the fortunes of Mr. Fillmore, and who the day before 
had voted for Governor, AIKEN, had adhered to him, be 
would have been elected.” 

In justice to the, gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Davis,] I will state that he voted for Mr. 
Asken neither on the day before, nor on the final 
ballot. I was mistaken as to the fact. 


AMENDMENT OF GRADUATION ACT—— AGAIN. 


Mr. LINDLEY. lask leave to report from 
the Committee on Public Lands, a bill to amend 
an act entitled “An act to graduate and reduce 
the price of the public land to actual settlers and 
cultivators,” approved August 4, 1854. 

Mr. LETCHER. ` J object. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The gentleman from 
Missouri states that the bill is founded on a me- 
morial similar to that on which the report of the 
gentleman from Alabama was founded, and I 
make the same objection in this that {Í did in that 
case. ` 
Mr. CRAIGE. I desire to ask if the gentle- 
man from Alabama has powers of attorney from 
the various parties in whose behalf he professes 
to act in his memorial? 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I was delegated by 
my constituents to discharge the duties of a faith- 
ful representative, and { shall endeavor to so do, 

Mr. LINDLEY. The gentleman from Georgia 
makes a mere technical objection. If be will 
look at the records he will find that a great many 
petitions have been presented on the subject, and 
that there are a great number of persons inter- 
estedin the passage of this bill; and because there 
has not been time for the presentation of new 
memorials at this extra session of Congress, I 
hope that the gentleman will not press his tech- 
nical earls to deprive people of the legislation 
which they desire, and which the Committee on 
Public Lands report they are entitled to. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. The gentleman is 
mistaken. This is not a mere technicality- If 
the point be waived in this case, it must be inall 
others, and all our committees would go to re- 
poring. There are bills pending before the two 

Touses in which my constituents are deeply in- 

terested, and the consideration and passage of 
which Lam confident would not consume five 
minutes. There is one bill which passed this 
House and would, after a moment’s considera- 
tion, pass the Senate; yet I have, in obedience 
to what I believe to be my duty, resisted all gen- 
eral legislation here, and appealed to my friends 
in the other branch not to urge such legislation 
there. I make no objection to this bill that I am 
not urging against bills in which my own con- 
stituents are interested. I cannot waive it in this 
case and deny to my constituents what I grant to 
others. Ifmy pointis well taken, I insist on it, 
unless it be the will of the House to go to general 
legisiation. Then I shall make no objection te 
the gentleman’s bill. 
_ Mr. LINDLEY. Then I understand the ob- 
jection is to going into general legislation, and 
not to the matter of the bill, Why is it that the 
gentleman from Alabama cannot petition for gen- 
eral legislation as well as anybody else? 


Mr. FLAGLER. I submit whether debate is | 
in order? JI hope the Chair will decide the ques- 
tion of order. ! 

The SPEAKER. The petition purports to be 
a petition of Mr. Coss, of Alabama, a member 
of this House, and presented by him as a mem- 
ber of this House, The Chair would refer to a 
passage upon the Sth page of the Manual „which 
is one of the rules of this House upon this sub- 
ject, which requires that petitions shall be pre- 
sented by a member and not by the petitioner. 
The petition in this case is presented by the pe- 
titioner. A . 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I rise to a question 
of order, and I wish to say, in justification of my 
course and as a precedent for it, that 1 have, at 
least half a dozen times, while the gentleman from 
Georgia was Speaker of this House, presented 
petitions in this way. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 
a right to present 

The SPEAKER. 
with the Manual. 7 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, (at twenty-five 
minutes after twelve o’clock.) Itis very evident | 
that no business is to be done to-day, and I there- 
fore move that the House do now adjourn. 
[Cries of “Not? * No!?’] 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that there 
be a call of the House, and upon that motion E 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. . : 

The question was taken and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
Bennett, Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, Joha ÈP. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowden, 
Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8, 
Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Otiver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William: Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, ‘Talbott, 
‘Taylor, Underwood, Walker, Warmer, Wells, Wheeler, 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, John V. Wnght, and Zolli- 
coffer— 86. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
elay, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Branch, Brenton, Bullinton, James H. Campbell, 

Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
‘Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, die, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Gal 
loway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Haghston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
S , Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
wahan, Tappan, Phorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Etlihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
and Daniel B. Wright- 98, 

So a call of the House was refused. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CHAFFEE. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer a resolution, 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) Thatso much ofan act 
entitled “An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Army tor the year ending the 30th of June, 1857,” as 
is contained between the enacting clause and the one bun- 
dred and thirty-seventh line, be stricken ont, and the resi- 
due thereof be declared passed for the specified purposes 
therein contained, aud for no other purpose or purposes 
whatsoever, to wit: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropri- 
ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated : 

For the support of the medical and hospital departments 
of the Army, $75,000. 

For contingent expenses of the adjutant general’s de- 
partment at division and department headquarters, $400. 

For compensation of the clerk and messenger in the office 
of the commanding general, $2,000. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the command- 
ing general, 0. 

For armament of fortifications, $125,000. 

For ordnance, ordnance stores and supplies, including 
horse equipments for the mounted regiments, $203,000. 

For the current expenses of the ordnance service, | 
$100,000. i 


I ask if the gentleman has 
titions in that manner? 
It is certainly in conflict 


For the manufacture of arms at the national armories, ; 
$250,000. i 

To enable Thomas H. Barlow, of Kentucky, to manufac- ! 
ture one of his newly-invented rifle cannon, for the purpase | 


of testing the feasibility of their use in the military or naval 
service of the country, $3,000, to be paid to said Barlow, 
from time to time, as he progresses with the manufacture 
of the same: Provided, That said cannon shall not be of 
jess ealiber than a twelve-pounder: nd provided further, 
That the said Barlow shall give good and sufficient security 
to the Secretary of War for the faithful expenditure of the 
money hereby appropriated in the construction of said can- 
non. 

For arsenals, ineluding the purchase of sites for new 
arsenals of deposit in Texas and New Mexico, and for the 
erection of suitable magazines and other arsenal buildings 
in Texas, in California, in Washington or Oregon Terri- 
tory, and in New Mexico, $230,157. 

For repairs and improvements, and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry armory, $38,892. 

For repairs and new machinery at Springfield armory, 
Massachasetis, $38,000, : 

For the completion, including water-wheels and shafting 
of the new water shops, grading grounds, and construction 
of bridge at Springfield annory, Massachusetts, $60,000. 

For surveys for military defenses, geographicat explora- 
tions, and reconnoissances, for military purposes, $25,000, 

For purchase ahd repairs of instruments, $15,000. 

For continuing tbe survey of the northern and north- 
western lakes, including Lake Superior, $50,000. 

For printing charts of lake surveys, $5,009, 

For the Post Office extension, $300,000. : 

For arrearages prior to July 1, 1815, payable through the 
office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved May 1, 
1820, in addition to the balance undrawn in the Treasury, 

2,000. 

+ For pay, furnishing and maintaining with quartermaster’a 
stores and supplies, and subsistence of mounted and foot 
companies of Florida volunteers, ealled into the service of 
the United States, $240,667 52. , 


Mr. PHELPS. I object to the resolution. I 
object to the appropriation for the Springfield 
armory, or for any other place, unless the Army 
generally is provided for. Lines one hundred and 
fifty-three and one hundred and fifty-four appro- 

riate a quarter of a million of dollars for the 
Epringficld armory. 


CORRECTION, 


Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Speaker, E rise toa 
privileged question. Jn the issue of the Globe 
of this morning I find that my name is omitted 
on the vote for the compensation bill, I voted 
in the negative, and ask, if the same omission 
appears upon the Journal of the House, that the 
Journal be corrected in accordance with the fact. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentlemen from Alabama that he is recorded 
upon the Journal as voting in the negative. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Idesire to say, that when 
the vote was taken upon the compensation bill, X 
was confined to my room by illness. If [ had 
been here I should have voted against it. 


COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 


The SPEAKER then called the committces for 
reports; and none being presented, he announced 
that resolutions were in order from the State of 
New York, and that the pending question was 
upon the motion to lay uponthe table the follow- 
ing resolution offered yesterduy by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Waxeman:]} 

Whereas, by the passage of “An act to regulate the com- 
pensation of members of Congress,” approved August 16, 
1856, it is made the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
House to deduct from the monthly payments of members 
therein provided for the amount of his compensation for 
cach day that such member shal) be absent from the House, 


saci abs: 
his family; and whereas the enstom heretofore practiced of 
pairing off was intended to be broken up by the passage of 
the aforementioned act: Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That after the passage of the Amy appropria- 
tion bill for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
this House will not excuse any member from acting or vo- 
ting in consequence of his having paired off, and that herc- 
after all notices by members of pairing off be entered in the 
Journal of this House, stating the names of the members 
paired off, the date, the length of time it is to run, and the 
reasons, if any, assigned for making such pair ; and thatthe 
Clerk furnish a statement of such entries to the Sergeant- 
at-Arms, so as to enable that officer to make the proper de- 
ductions from the monthly compensation of such members 
so paired off, as provided for by section six of said aet here- 
tofore referred to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to suggest to the gen- 
tleman from New York that he should modify 
his resolution so that it shall take effect from and 
after the passage of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. The 
question is upon the motion to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordercd; and Messrs. MeMut- 
Lix and Waxgrince were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 56. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
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by which the resolution was laid on the table, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT—AGAIN. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, under the call of States for 
resolutions, submitted the following: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the Speaker of 
this House, and the President of the Senate, do adjourn 
their respective Houses of this Congress sine die on Thursday 
next at three o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. MILLSON. Is that a resolution that can 
come in under the rule providing for the call of 
the States for resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the reso- 
lution is in order. 

Mr. MILLSON., It is a joint resolution in the 
nature of legislative action, and in my opinion 
does not come within the rule under which the 
gentleman from New York offers it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It has been the practice 
of the House, under this rule, to receive both 
bills and joint resolutions. 

Mr. MILLSON. That may have been the 
practice, but it is not the rule. 

The 59th rule was read, as follows: 

« Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- 
rence of the Senate shall be necessary, shall be read to the 
House, and faid on the table, on a day preceding that in 
which the same shall be moved, unless the House shall 
otherwise expressly allow.” 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Crrveman] has remarked that it 
has been the custom to introduce bills and joint 
resolutions under the call of States for resolu- 
tions. That is true; but it has been only to in- 
troduce bills and resolutions of which previous 
notice has been given. : 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That is true as regards 
bills and resolutions in the nature of legislative 
action; but it has not been customary to give 
notice of resolutions for the final adjournment 
of Congress. 

The SPEAKER. Under the 59th rule of the 
House, the Chair is of opinion that it is compe- 
tent for the gentleman from New York to submit 
bis resolution, and it is competent for the House 
to direct that it be considered now. The Chair 
will therefore submit the question. Is it the 
pleasure of the House to consider the resolution 
at this time ? 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the afirmative. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution, 

Mr. WILLIAMS demanded the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the resolution, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 110, nays 76; as follows: 

‘YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Biltinghurst, 
Bingham, Branch, Brenton, James H. Campbell, Carlile, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clinginan, Howell Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, 
Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, 


Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, į e 
|| tions to the committee. 


George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Leteher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, Me- 
Carty, MeMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Morgan, Mor- 
ril, Mott, Murray, Parker, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringle, 
Quitman, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Stephens, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Ysrael Washburn, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Daniel B. Wright—110. 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Burnett, Jadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, 
Bayard Clarke, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Knight, Knox, Lake, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Wells, Wheeler, 
Woodworth, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—76. : 


So the resolution was adopted 


{ 


! and joint rules of the 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BURNETT stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Exuiott, was confined to his room by sickness. 

Mr. DURKEE stated that Mr. Purviance had 

aired off for the day with Mr. KipweLL. 

Mr. BOCOCK stated, in the same connection, 
that Mr. Kipwe.t was detained from the House 
by severe indisposition. 

Mr. BUFFINTON statea, that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called he 
should have voted “ ay,” 

Mr. BOWIE stated, that if he had been within 
the bar when his name was called he should have 
voted “fno.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
ae moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays 
on the latter motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO CLERKS. 


Mr. WHITNEY. I ask the consent of the 
House to introduce the following resolution: 
Joint Resolution authorizing the payment of certain clerks 

in the Third Auditor’s office an additional allowance out 

of the military contribution fund. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 


| the Scerctary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to 


settle with and pay such clerks in the Third Auditor’s office 
of the Treasury Department as rendered additional services 


in the department of the military contribution account of the | 


war with Mexico, in the same manner and atthe same rates 
of compensation which regulated his payment tothe clerks 
of the War Department for similar services. 


Mr. ORR. I object. It is not in order to in- 


| troduce the resolution under the call without pre- 


vious notice. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. MACE (at twenty minutes after one 
o’clock) moved that che House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


ARMY BILL. 


Mr. WHEELER. I submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report the following bill for the supportof the 
Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, and that said 
committee have leave to report at any time. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me to make a single sugges- 
tion? 

Mr. WHEELER. If the resolution is debated 


; it must go over under the rule. Idecline to yield 


the floor, therefore, and demand the previous 

uestion. , 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is this the same bill which 
has been before the House? 

Mr. WHEELER. It is the same, leaving out 
the Kansas proviso, and making a very slight 
change in one of the appropriations. — i 

Mr. STANTON. I submit that it is not in 
order if it is the same bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. It is not preciscly the 
same. Itis changed in one or two particulars. 

Mr. MATTESON, I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

The bill was read. - 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gen- 
tleman to allow me to propose additional instruc- 
I propose to add a pro- 
viso after the first section. 

Mr. ORR. I object. : 

Mr. STANTON. I insist on my point, that 
the resolution is not in order. I hold that it is 
not in order to introduce a bill substantially the 
same as one already acted on by the House at 
the present session. A bill introduced and finally 
acted on is a bar to taking up a second bill sub- 
stantially to the same effect. I object to this res- 
olution, that, in this case, not only one but two 
bills on the same subject have been defeated at 
the present called session. It is now proposed to 
introduce another of exactly alike purport. The 
139th rule is as follows: 


“The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in 
Jefferson's Manual, shall govern the House in all cases to 
which they are applicable, and in which they are not in- 
consistent with the standing rules and orders of the House, 
Senate and House of Representa- 
tives.’? 

Turning to the Manual, I find these words: 


«In Parliament, a question once carried cannot be ques- 


tioned again at the same session, but must stand as the 
judgment of the House; and a hill once rejected, another 
of the same substance cannot be brought in again the same 
session. But this does not extend to. prevent putting the 
same question.in different stages of a bill; because every 
stage of a bill submits the whole and every part of it to the 
Opinion of the House as open for amendment, either by 
Insertion or omission, though the same amendment has 
been accepted or rejected in a former stage.” 


Now, the only difference between the bill now 
roposed and those which have been voted down, 
iis the difference of less than one thousand dollars 
jin a bill embracing appropriations of twelve to 
i thirteen millions of dollars. I submit, then, a 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1857, having been finally acted on, that there is . 
no parliamentary precedent, no parliamentary 
rule or law, to warrant us in instructing the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report a bill sub- 
stantially to the same effect as the one defeated. 
The rule cannot be evaded by the slight change 
of a few dollars. The rule was made to guard 
against surprise, and that the House might not be 
harassed by constant repetitions of the same 
uestion. 

The SPEAKER. But one bill for the support 

of the Army has been introduced at this session 
| of Congress. ` 
Mr. STANTON. Two have been finally acted 
| on. 
The SPEAKER. The second bill came over 
| from the last session. It was not introduced at 
| this session of Congress. One billintroduced at 
this session of Congress has been defeated, but 
the bill embraced by the resolution before the 
House differs from that bill in the very material 
matter of wanting the proviso, which is the sub- 
ject-matter of contest between the two Houses. 
|" The language of the Manual read by the gen- 
| tleman — that a bill once rejected, another of the 
i same substance cannot be brought in—refers to 
| the provisions of a bill, and not to bills on the 
same subject. The Chair is of opinion that the 
resolution is in order. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, if any mem- 
ber proposes to debate it, must lie over for one 
day; and the previous question will have no effect 

|! beyond cutting off amendments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman will 

‘let me offer my amendment. ye 

Mr. WHEELER. I cannot. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. If the call 


I call for the previous 


| for the previous question is seconded, what will 
| be the effect? 

The SPEAKER. It has no effect in the pres- 
ent condition of the House beyond cutting off 
‘amendments. If debated, the resolution must lie 
; over. ` 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WASHBURN 
and Boyce were appointed. 

i The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
| ayes 94, noes 93. 

' “The SPEAKER. The Chair votes inthe neg- 
ative; and the previous question is not seconde: 

| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to 
| debate this resolution. ; 

i The SPEAKER. Then the resolution will go 
i over until to-morrow. 

i Mr. HOUSTON. Does any gentleman pro- 
| pose to debate it? . 

| Mr. WASHBURN., Ido. - W 

| Mr, HOUSTON. For the purpose of killing 
| the bill, of course. 

| Mr. WASHBURN. No, sir; but for the pur- 
i 

1 

{ 

i 

i 

t 


pose of getting an opportunity to offeran amend- 

‘ment, 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

| ular order of business. 

| The SPEAKER. Resolutions are in order 
i from the State of New Jersey. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS (at a quarter to two o’clock) 
| moved that the House adjourn. 

' The motion was not agreed to. 

| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I understand that 
the only ground of objection by the gentleman 
| from Maine was, that he might have an oppor- 

tunity to amend the bill, propose that, by 
unanimous consent, the bill be introduced and 
i referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


I call for the reg- 


‘i state of the Union, and be open to amendment 


i! and debate. 


Is there any objection to that? 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. The 
gentleman from. Georgia, and his friends, ob- 
jected to having my amendment read a while 
ago, : F 5 

Mr. COBB. I was in favor of having your 
amendment read. . 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Iask unanimous con- 
sent to introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform this House what amounts of the public 
moneys have been expended, since the Ist day of July last, 
for each of the purposes contemplated by the bill known as 
the Army appropriation biil, now pending under disagrec- 
ment between the two Houses of Congress, and out of 
what funds or appropriations and the particular sources from 
which such amounts were derived and paid. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to debate that 
resolution. : 

The SPEAKER. Inasmuch as the resolution 
calls fpr information from one of the Depart- 
ments, it lies over one day. 

Mr. VAIL. I offer a resolution, which I send 
to the Clerk, and upon it I call the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. MATTESON, I move that the House 
adjourn; and upon that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—ycas 67, nays 119; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Barelay, Henry Ben- 
nett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Buffinton, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damreii, Dean, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, 
Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hol- 
loway, Howard, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Kunkel, 
Mace, Matteson, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pringle, Ritchie, Robison, 
Nage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Traiton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, 
Waibridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Wood, and Woodruff—87. 

NAYS ~ Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allison, Ball, Barksdale, 
Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Rranch, Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Joon 
P. Campbell, Lewis D, Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clawson, 


Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, | 


Cox, Craige, Crawford, Camback, Davidson, Menry Winter 

Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, De Witt, Diék, Diekson, 

Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, 

Evans, Faulkner, Miorence, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Goode, 

Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, | 
Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoflman, Thomas R. 

Horton, Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 

Glancy Jones, Ketly, Knight, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, 

Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Mar- 

shail, Maxwell, McCarty, MeMultin, McQueen, Smith 

Miller, Milson, Mott, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Ore, 

Packer, Peck, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Rufin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, 

Elliha B. Washburne, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, Wins- 

low, Woodworth, Danie! B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 

Zollicofer— 19. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CLARKE, of New York, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Vark. 


Mr. ALLISON. ‘Will it be in order to submit 
amotion that the Flouse take a recess until six 
o’clock, in order that we may know what action 
the Senate has taken upon the bill? 

The SPEAKER, It will be in order only by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object to the motion. 

Vhe SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the resolution offered by the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Vau.,] which will be reported. 

The resolution was read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, Uhat the Connnittce of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report the following bill for the support of the 
Army for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, and 
that said committee have leave to report at any time. 


The bill referred to in the resolution was the 
same bill contained in the resolution offered by 
Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask for tellers upon the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The ILouse has just voted upon the 
same resolution. 

_ Mr.CLINGMAN. There was no action upon 
it, and there is no rule which prevents there being | 
two propositions pending at the same time. l 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion | 
that the resolution can be received. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL. { would inquire if it is 
not the same paper upon which the House has | 
jost acted? It is the same paper. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is of opinion that | 


f 
| 
H 


it ean be received under that clause of the Man- 
ual—which is a rule of the House in this ease— 


or a distant day, a similar biH can be received. 

Mr, CLINGMAN. I call for tellers upon sec- 
onding the previous question. 

Mr. TODD. I ask that the bill may be re- 
ported. % 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to remind 
the Chair and the House, that the House has this 
morning acted upon a resolution which 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman from 
Tennessee does not appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, I object to his proceeding. . 

Mr. DODD. I move to lay the resolution on 
the table. ‘ 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I move that the 
House do now adjourn, and call for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 86, nays 99; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 


S3 
azra C 
Damretl, Timothy Davis, Dean, Diek, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Plagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, 
Grow, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Lorton, Howard, 


Mace, Matteson, McVarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, fobbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Swanahan, Tappan, Thorington, Tratton, Wade, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth—e86. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennet, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, 
Brapeb, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, De Witt, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edinundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Tbomas L. Narris, Haven, Hickman, Hotman, Houston, 
Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Joucs, Kelly, 
Knight, Lake, Leteher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Miltson, Mordecai Oliver, 
| Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Rufin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, itewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, 
Walker, Warner, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Danicl B. Wright, and John V. Wright—99. 


So the House refused to adjourn, 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. WHITNEY stated that Mr. Broom was 
| detained from the House in consequence of ill- 
i ness, and that he had paired off for the day with 
Mr. MILLWARD. 


lay the resolution on the table. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
question of order. 
for the gentleman from New Jersey to submit 
precisely the resolution which has already been 


I rise to a 


further, that the resolution offered by the gentle- 
man from New Jersey is precisely the paper 
which just now went over, under the rule, to the 
Speaker’s table. I ask whether it is in order to 
take a paper from the table to offer again? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 
shair understands from the gentleman from New 
Jersey, that the resolution offered by him is the 
papersome time since presented to the House, and 
carried to the Speaker’s table, Upon that ground 
the Chair rules the resolution out of order. 

Mr. VAIL. Very well; I now offer alike res- 
olution, which is not the paper presented to the 
House. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I raise the question of 
order, that the gentleman from New Jersey can- 
not introduce two resolutions in the same day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN,. The Chair has ruled one 
out of order, and it was not therefore reecived. 

The SPEAKER. The 25th rule will be re- 
ported. 

The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 

E Repor 


ts from committees having been presented and 
| disposed of, the Speaker shall call for resolutions from the 
; Meinbers of cach State, and Delegates of cach Territory, 
i beginning with Maiue and the Territory of Wisconsin al 
: ternately ; they shall not be debated on the very day of their 
j being presented ; nor on any day assigned by the House for 
i the receipt of resolutions, unless where the House shalt 
į direct otherwise, but shall die on the table to be taken up 
iin the order in which they were presented; and if on any 


| that where a bill is postponed fora week, a month, į 


Brenton, Bullnton, James R. Campbell, Chaffee, ! 
lark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 


Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, | 


The question then recurred on the motion to | 
Usubmit that itis notin order | 


received and is before the House, and E submit | 


The | 


day the whole of the States and “Territories shall not. be 
called, the Speaker shall begin on the next day where he 
left. off on the prévious day: provided, that no member 
shall offer more than one resolution, or one series of resolu- 
tions, all relating to the same subject, until all the States 
and Territories shall have been called.?? 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had insisted on its disagreement 
to the amendment of the House to their amend- 
ment to the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 
30, 1857; that they also insisted on the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and asked a committee of 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on said bill; and that they had appointed 
Messrs. HUNTER, ČRITTENDEN, and Bicier, as 
the managers of such conference upon the part 
of the Senate. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The morning hour has 
expired by this time, I imagine. I have the right, 
therefore, to take the floor from the gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Van.,] and move to pro- 
ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of taking up the message just re- 
ceived from the Senate. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I apprehend that, if 
the gentleman from Ohio, the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, will make the 
request, there will be no objection to taking up 
the message from the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the consent 
of the House to take up the message. 

There was no objection; and the message from 
the Senate was taken up and read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
insist on its disagreement to the action of the 
Senate on the Army bill, and appoint a commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it not neces- 
sary that the House should first recede from its 
adherence to its disagreement in respect to this 
bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for the 
House to insist on its adherence and appoint a 
committee of conference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. I make my 
motion in that fori, and call the previous ques- 
tion upon it. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The motion was then agrecd to; and the Speaker 
therenpon appointed Messrs. Camper of Ohio, 
Srernens, and Suerman,as such committee upou 
the part of the House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BOYCE. Jask the gentleman to move 
instead that the House take a recess. 

Mr, CAMPBELL. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. ORR. L object. 

Mr. MILLSON. I ask the consent of the 
| House to take from the Speaker’s table the report 
| of the Secretary of War, received the other day, 
which is now lying on the Speaker’s table, for 
the purpose of having it referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. For the purpose of 
securing ample time to act on this bill to-morrow, 
H before the time fixed for adjournment, I ask the 
|| consent of the House to move, that when the 
House adjourn it adjourns to meet to-morrow, at 
ten o’clock, a. m. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
entertained and agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ORR, (ata quarter 
| before three o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned 
: until to-morrow, at ten o'clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, August 28, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Srepuzn P. Huw. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was 


Ordered, That Lieutenant William Chandler have. leave 
to Withdraw his petition and papers from the files of the 
Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A messuge from the House, by Mr. Barcuar, 


I move that the House do 
i 


H 
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Assistant Clerk, announced that they had passed 
the joint resolution of the Senate authorizing 
the purchase and restoration to the British Gov- 
ernment of the ship Resolute, late of the British 
Navy, without amendment. 


DELAWARE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION. 


Mr. BAYARD. I desire to ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill in regard 
to my own State, for which there is an immedi- 
ate necessity. It relates to the time of holding 
the election for Representative in Congress. In 
the State of Delaware, we have always endeay- 
ored, being a small State, to have our elections 
at the same time. Owing to the act of Congress 
passed some years ago, fixing the term of the |! 
presidential election on the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday in November, our constitution 
fixed our general election for the same day, and 
it took us some years to alter that. We altered 
it last year, so as to correspond with the day of | 
the presidential election. The Legislature omit- 
ted, however, to change the time which by law 
was fixed for holding the election of member of | 
Congress. The Legislature does not meet until | 
January next, and, unless something be done, we | 
may be placed in the position of having no rep- |} 
resentation of the State in the House of Repre- | 
sentatives. My colleague here, as well as my | 
colleague in the other House, agrees in the pro- 
priety of asking this action of Congress, as it is | 
within our power. The object of the bill is to | 
fix the time for holding the election of Represent- || 
ative in Congress from the State of Delaware, so || 
as to correspond with the day of the general elec- |i 
tion of the State, as now fixed by its constitu- | 
tion. I presume no Senator will object to it. i 

Mr. BROWN. If there is to be any departure 
from the agreement not to enter into legislative || 
business, 1 have some bilis to present myself. | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Rer in || 
the chair.) Is there any objection to the intro- ii 
duction of the bill? 

Mr. HUNTER. Ido not object, if nobody else 
does. 

‘Phere being no objection, the bill to fix the time | 
for holding, in the State of Delaware, the election || 
of a Representative in the Congress of the United 
States was read twice by its title, and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. It appoints the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
in the present year, and the same day in every 
second year hereafter, for holding elections in | 
Delaware for a Representative in Congress. 


if any of the various proceedings required as pre- 
paratory to the formation of a constitution, and 
her admission into the Union, were unsatisfac- 
tory, they could have been amended by the party 
which seems to have the practical majority in that 
House, assuming to be the peculiar friends of 
Kansas, and to desire her admission as a State as 
the best remedy for all her troubles. They have 
totally neglected to take any notice of that bill. 
That session closed, and the extra session 
called by the President, seems to be approaching 
its close, and nothing yet has been done—nothing 


bloody and wide-spreading course of anarchy 


| which there prevails. Sir, are we to adjourn and 


leave this most important subject without having 

made suitable or adequate provision, or any pro- 

vision whatever? Thatis the question. 
Something we ought unquestionably to do— 


about which opinions are much divided. } have 
set down in this bill, which I propose to the con- 
sideration of the Senate, such a scheme as I think 
will do some good, if it does not entirely accom- 
plish the object which all of us have in view—the 
pacificationof Kansas. 

Mr. President, I can in a few words explain to 
the Senate the substance of this bill. It proposes, 
in the first place—and this is the material pro- 


legislation to the Governor and judges of that 
Territory; their laws to be transmitted alwaysas 
speedily as possible by the Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory to the President of the United States, to be 
laid before Congress, to be subject to their revis- 
ion and disapproval. This is exactly in con- 
formity to the ancient and original form of ter- 
ritorial governments. It was the government of 
Louisiana; it was the government of Illinois; it 
was the government of Indiana; it was the gov- 


j ernment of Ohio, and of Michigan. It worked 


well everywhere. There was no disturbance of 
the public peace under it. It was a government 


| satisfactory to the people. A simple community 


like that which constitutes the population of a 


| Territory does not require a great deal of legis- 


lation. Its wants are few; its legislation simple. 
The body intrusted with power can have no 
motive to abuse it. They are subjected to the 


so far as this experiment has been made, all has 
moved on successfully and in harmony. I pro- 


The bill was reported to the Senate without |: 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third |, 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, On the day before yes- 
terday I gave notice of my intention to Introduce 
a bill, which I should have presented regularly ii 
yesterday, but I then yiclded to friends who de- | 
sired that it should be delayed. I ask leave to; 
“introduce that bill now; and before doing so I} 
desire to make a few remarks explanatory of the | 
bill and its various provisions, and some further | 
remarks upon the general subject. I know the | 
importance and value of time, and I shall en- 


deavorto beas brief as possible, soas not to weary |: 


the Senate or consume any undue portion of its 
time. i 


Mr. President, we are holding an extraordinary |, 


session of Congress, for the termination of which 
we are impatient, and I should not at such a time 
propose to the Senate this bill if I were not anx- 
lously impressed with the importance and urgency 
of the subject. We are about to adjourn, after | 
all our efforts, and leave Kansas in the same de- : 
plorable condition in which we found her at our 
meeting. The Senate has not been derelict of its 
duty on this subject. During the late session of | 
Congress, we passed a bill for the admission of | 
Kansas into the Union asa State. It made the | 
necessary provisions promptly to carry out and 

| 

| 


accomplish that purpose. That bill was not ac- | 
ceptable to the House of Representatives, and has | 
not been acted on there, or even considered, If 
the provisions which it contained for the forma- | 
tion of a State constitution were unsatisfactory, 
it was in the power of that House to have made 
any change or alteration or amendment in them. | 
If the qualification of voters, if the residence re- 
quired, if the time prescribed for the election, or 


ose that we try that experiment again. We 
reve forgotten or passed by, on this subject, the 


; lessons of our fathers, and the lessons of experi- 
ti ence, and we are this day reaping the fruits of 
ii this new practice of our own. I like, when I can 


do so, always to go upon the ancient and the 
tried ways. We tread most safely when we go 
in that road. Super antiquas vias isa wise maxim. 
There we stand with a firmer, a better footing 
than we can anywhere else. 

it seems to me that the condition of Kansas 


at this time peculiarly demands such a change of | 


government as I propose. We have tried again 
and again here, and we have all felt how perplex- 
ing it was to form such a system of regulation 
and law upon the subject, as could bring about a 
free and a fair election in Kansas. Hardly any- 
body has been satisfied with any effort which has 
been made. That has been one of the great diffi- 
| culties, and it is a difficulty which is insuperable 
| in the present state of things in Kansas. A pop- 
ular election in Kansas now is nothing buta 
summons of people, heated and irritated against 
each other; a summons to the election is virtu- 
ally a summons to controversy, to strife, and it 
may be to battle, There is no such thing as a 
free and fair election now practicable in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas. It is not practicable. The 
nature of man—the passions which have been 
excited and enlisted in this case, utterly forbid the 
idea of any such thing, and the attemptat another 
| election would only recreate anotherset of charges, 
another set of complaints, of party against party, 
and only serve to increase that flame which has 
been already kindled there. There is no course 
of safety left, in my judgment, but to constitute 
a form of government which shall avoid, for the 
present, all popular elections in Kansas. 3 
Other elections can only tend, in the peculiar 
circumstances of that Territory, to more com- 


to settle the affairs of Kansas, or to stay the | 


our highest duty requires it of us. What ought | 
to be done is a question of great difficulty, and | 


vision of the bill—to abolish the Legislative As- | 
sembly of Kansas, and transfer all its power of | 


perpetual supervision of this Government; and į 


plaints, more excitement, and greater violence. I 
propose, then, to adopt the system of territorial 
government by. the Governor and judges.» It is 
to be a temporary ‘one. It is adopted, as the bill 
declares, in view of, and in contemplation of, the 
speedy admission of Kansas into the Union as a 
State, as soon as circumstancesand her condition 
will permit Congress to make suitable provision 
for that purpose. I have-a trust and a confidence 
that, in this view of this part of the subject, the 
opinions of the Senate will be in accordance with 
my own, that it is the wisest and best thing for 
the country at large, and more especially for Kan- 
sas herself. 

I have stated the substance of the first and 
second sections of my bill. The first directs the 
transfer of authority from the Governor and 


Legislative Assembly of Kansas to the Governor . 


and judges, giving them just the same power with 
which the Legislature has been invested. It does 
not change that. It gives neither more nor lesa 
power, but exactly the same, to the Governorand 
judges, which the Legislative Assembly and Gov- 
ernor now possess, The second section is only 
directory to the Secretary of the Territory. to 
transmit to the Congress of the United States 
whatever laws are passed by this authority, in 
order that they may be laid before Congress for 
their disapproval, if they think proper. The 
third section is that, inasmuch as the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and the organic aet of 
the Territory, have secured to the inhabitants 
certain inalicnable rights, laws shall not be passed 
to interfere with the freedom of the press, and of 
speech, &c. I will not trouble the Senate with 
reading it. It is precisely in the language of the 
eighteenth section of the bill which we passed 
and sent to the other Touse, and in the precise 
terms of the bill presented a few days since by 
the gentleman from California. It is a provision 
repealing, or rather denouncing, in the same terms, 
the obnoxious Jaws of Kansas, which have been 
so often referred to. Then comes the fourth sec- 
tion, which is: 

“ And be it further enacted, That all prosecutions and 
indicuuents for treason, or other offenses, merely political, 
now depending in any of the courts of Kansas, shall cease 
and be dismissed; and all and every person who may, at the 
passage of this act, be imprisoned or held in custody under 
or in virtue of any such prosecution or indictment, shall be 
forthwith discharged therefrom.” t 

I am conscious, sir, that this provision does 
not meet the approbation of many members of 
this body.. I wish to make a few remarks ex- 
planatory of the motives which have induced me 
to present it. 

Treason against the Territory of Kansas is 
simply an absurdity — in point of law it is an 
absurdity. According toany common-law notion, 
or American notion, of the crime of treason, there 
can be no such thing as treason against Kansas. 
You might as well talk about treason against a 
county in a State, as treason against Kansas. 
Treason is a crime which can be committed, 
according to our definition of it, only against the 
sovereignty of the country. ‘he ‘Territory of 
Kansas has no sovereignty. It is a government 
which, in ail its branches, is subordinate. The 
sovereignty is in the people of the United States. 
There may be treason against the United States, 
but there can be none against the Territory of 
Kansas, nor can Kansas legislate what shall be 
treason against the United States. -But this sec- 
tion is not confined to cases of treason —it dis- 
poses of all indictments and prosecutions for 
offenses merely political. No prosecutions for 
other crimes are affected by it. Prosecutions for 
murder, robbery, and all that class of crimes 
against society are to remain, and to be pursued 
as heretofore. It is only prosecutions for treason 
and other political offenses that are to cease. 
Why is this to be done? Not only, as I think, 
because such offenses ought to be regarded rather 
as the vices and results of the times, than as the 
crimes of individuals, but because we are endeav- 
oring, by this bill, to obliterate all the subjects 
and causes of ill-feeling, and thereby restore a 
real amity, a real security, and a real peace, in 
Kansas. Tae is the object. These prosecutions 
are but the offspring of that state of political con- 
tention, and I may say civil warfare, which has 
existed in that Territory. If you desire to make 

eace, is itnot a means common and approved 

y all nations, under such circumstances, to grant 
an amnesty, and wipe out the offensive past? 
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Let peace and security dawn upon the whole 
Tand, through the wisdom and clemency of the 
Government, and by this dawning and new light 
Jet us take a new start, a new departure. That 
is what | desire. i 

Besides, Mr. President, we shall not be wise, I 
think, if we.do not mark a distinction between 
those crimes which are premeditated, and com- 
mitted in a time of tranquillity and peace, and 
those which are committed in the currents of a 
heady strife, whether it be merely political or 
actual civil war. In nine times out of ten, polit- 
ical offenses committed under such circumstances 
are rather to be attributed tothe vices of the 
time than to the vices ofthe individual. Thatis a 
sentiment in which { am sure all will concur. In 
times when whole countries and communities are 
heated and inflamed, when party is arrayed 
against party ,and armed bands arearrayed against 
each other, and the shedding of blood serves 
rather to exasperate partics, what this man or that 

- man may do, acting a part in such a contest, is | 
to -be attributed rather to the unfortunate day | 
upon which his lot has been cast, and to the vices 
of the times, than to his own individual fault. 

I prefer, therefore, that we shall adopt this as 
one of the means of justice and pacification. I 
do not present itas any imbecile offering to gratify 
others. No, sir; I propose it because I think it is 
due to- ourselves, to our justice, to the paternal gov- 
ernment which we exercise, or ought to exercise, 
over this people. I do it ina spirit of justice 
and of sound policy; and if there be lenity in it, 
surely that is no ebjection to any one. e are 
told that nothing becomes the crowned monarch 
like his mercy—not even his scepter itself. Is 
there anything that becomes the high sovereign 
character of the people of the United States like 
this free, liberal, and lenient justice? I think not. 
I have, therefore, introduced it into this bill. 

What, then, docs this bill contain? It contains 
a stbstitution of a government by the Governor 
and judges, in place of that which was established 
over Kansas by the Kansas-Nebraska act. It 
repeals, by the very same provision which the 
Senate has heretofore acquiesced in, the obnox- 
ious laws which have been passed; they are now 
to be at an end. It dismisses the prosecutions 
for treason and political offenses; they are to be 
putoutof the way. Elere is a broad road opened 
for the return of order, peace, and justice. If, by 
this bill, some of the guilty escape proper pun- 
ishment, that result will be more than compen- 
sated by the good which such an act will do. 

But, if all the measures of conciliation and 

eace shall fail, what then? The last provision 
of this bill answers the question, and contains 
the finalremedy, by authorizing the President to 
employ the Army and military forces of the United 
States for the utter suppression of all violence, į 
and the reéstablishment of law and justice in the 
Tervitory. 

1tis contended by some that Congress have no 
power to repeal the laws passed by the Logisla- | 
tive Assembly, and no power to order prosecu- 
tions in the courts to be dismissed, I am aston- 
ished to hear such an objection made. Sir, the 
Constitution confers upon the Congress of the 
United States; the government of the Territories. 
Itis.all in Congress, and so perfectly in us that 
we may substitute this body, or that body, or 
another body, at our pleasure, to exercise it under 
us and forus. What is a territorial government 
but this sort of substitution of agency, to exer- 
cise the government which is in us? Sir, the| 
government of Kansas has no independentauthor- 
uy. kt derives no authority either to legislate | 
or to judge, under the Constitution of the United | 
States. Ita legislative power, and its judicial 
power, in their entirety, are derived from the 
Congress of the United States. By the breath of | 
Congress they exist; and you have full power 
and control over its legislative and judicial tribu- 
nals. You may change the jurisdiction of its | 
courts and repeal its laws at your pleasure. Gen- 
tlemen argue as though Congress, by creating a | 
territorial government, had divested itself entirely H 
ofall authority and all responsibility. No such | 
thing. You cannot divest yourselves of that 
authority. The Constitution has given it to you, 
and you can as soon assume an authority which | 
the Constitution did not give you, as you can 


throw aside an authority it did give you. You 
are.bound to: take the authority whieh it gives, | 


and upon your responsibility to exercise it. The 
territorial government is your own creation in all 
its parts, subject at all times to your control and 
sovereign power. — hal 

But if all the pacific overtures and means which 
this bill contains shall fail to reéstablish justice 
and peace within the borders of Kansas, what 
then, sir? Iam for the most energetic means of 
repression. I desire the Government to act mer- 
cifully and mildly; but when these means fail, let 
it not sink into imbecility and contempt. When 
it is necessary to appeal to force to maintain the 
laws and the domination of the United States, I 
am for using that force energetically,and making 
this sharp remedy the sharpest; and the sharper 
it is, the shorter and more effectual it will be. 
For the very reason that I would first exhaust 
all peaceful means, when they fail, I would ex- 
haust the most forcible and powerful means. I 
would take the Army, and if there be those so 
refractory to this Government as to reject all its 
overtures, and still persist in violating its laws, | 
let them be treated as criminals and malefactors; 
and let the sword of the country decide the ques- 
tion between the United States and them, The | 
fifth section of this bill, therefore, provides that 
the President of the United States shall have 
authority to employ any part of the Army which 
he may think proper in the Territory of Kansas. 
E will read the instances in which he is author- 
ized to employ it: 

“The President of the United States is hereby author- 
ized, whenever in his judgment it may become necessary 
or proper, to employ any part of the military force of the 
United States, when it may become necessary to maintain 
the authority of the United States, and of their laws in the į 
Territory of Kansas, to repel or suppress armed aggressions 
from without or within, to suppress or drive out any band 
or bands of armed men who appear in the Territory, to the 
terror of its inhabitants and the disturbance of its peace. 
And it shall be the duty of the President to use the Army or | 
inilitary force to preserve the peace of said Territory, sup- | 
press insurrection, repel invasion, and protect the persons 
and property therein.” 

I have endeavored, as far as T could, to coneur 
with the proviso affixed in the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the Army appropriation bill. How- 
ever, when they come to provide that the same 
proteron shall be extended over all the national | 
highways, believing that there is no authority to 
do that, and that to attempt it would be an in- 
fraction of the Constitution, I use in place of it 
this language: 

“ And itshall be his further duty to endeavor, by what- 
ever constitutional means he may possess, to secure to all 
the people of the United States who may choose to go to 
said T erritory, and especially those who may desire to go 
there for the honest and peaceable purpose of obtaining a 
settlement and a home, their undoubted right of ingress and 
egress to aud trom said ‘Territory, tree from any unlawful 
searches, seizures, or molestations whatever.” 


Those who will not consent to be orderly and 
peaceable and submissive citizens under the first 
provisions of this bill, are subjected to the armed 
compulsion which we give the President of the 
United States the power to enforce. That is the 
explanation of my bill. A few general remarks 
now, and I shall have done*with the subject. f 

Mr. President, this subject, from the first, has 
pressed itself upon my mind as one of the most 
vital consequence, and deserving in the highest | 
degree our earnest attention and action. We! 
have done nothing heretofore. The Senate, how- 
ever, has not been inattentive to its duties, It 
has passed bills which it thought competent to | 
the purpose, They have not been acceptable to į 
the other House, and that House has not taken 
them up, considered them, or acted on them. i 

Can we adjourn while no remedy is provided | 
for the existing evils? I believe there are many | 
wise men in this country, whose apprehensions | 
have been excited for the tranquillity of the coun- 
try, if not for the stability of the Unions but the | 
Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has rid | 
himself of all those apprehensions, and is pre- 
pared to go gaily home before the people on these 
issues. Sir, it seems to me that the honorable 
Senator has recovered a good deal of his spirits 
since the earlier part of the late session. If 1; 
have any correct remembrance of the speech | 
which he first made here, he was then full of ap- | 

rehensions, full of anxiety, full of concern. | 
ow he has none. He mocks at the fears of | 
those who profess to entertain them, and has be- | 


come a joker of jokes on the subject. 
This is a strange change of position: 
must all remember the speech w 


We 
zich he made, 


i 


i! tended country. 


when, with a sort of dramatic purpose and effect, 
(he no doubt had the celebrated trial of Hastings 
in his mind,) he arraigned the President of the 
United States before this body, as was Hastings 
before the House of Lords; and not content with 
being the accuser himself, brought, with all her 
blood-stained garments, Kansas, as witness and 
accuser against him; and the gentleman was the 
prosecutor. That scene cannot be so soon for- 
gotten—that scene, rendered so memorable by 
the abilities and talents of the gentleman, cannot 
so soon have passed from the minds of the Senate. 
Then, as far as I could judge, there was none of 
this gayness. The scene was too solemn. He 
was the advocate of trampled-down, oppressed, 
and blood-stained provinces. He looked with 
terror and apprehension to that scene. Hein- 
~vited aid and assistance for the reprehension of 


| those evils, and the punishment of those offenders 


whom he charged with bringing them about. 
Now, he tells us “he has no concern. I confess 
I have apprehensions on the subject—they may 
be unfounded; I wish they may prove so in the 
result; but I have apprehensions, and I am sure 
I do not stand alone in entertaining them. 

Mr. President, the state of things in Kansas is 
bad enough to excite the apprehensions of those 
who look with the concern with which, I think, 
we ought to look on everything that may affect 
the tranquillity of our country, much less the 
stability of its we and its Constitution. So far 
from being able to look at any surrounding cir- 
cumstances as alleviating these fears and appre- 
hensions, it seems to me that the times are full of 
signs and omens foreboding still greater evils: 
foreboding, not the restoration of peace by the 
action of society itself in Kansas, but forebod- 
ing an increase and spread of evil everywhere, 
What are some of those signs? Sir, do we not 
hear of the muster of men, of the levying of aids 
in every form and shape, North and South? I 
am not sectional in my feclings on this subject at 
all. I consider myself, with you and my asso- 
ciates here, the common rulers of a common coun- 
try—of all these people. I will take no sides about 
it. I will do justice in all respects as far as 1 am 
capable of doing it, and without respect to per- 
sons. Do we not hear of preparations all around 
for feeding this little civil war in Kansas, sus- 
taining it with money, supplying the parties there 
with arms, and furnishing mento carryiton? Is 
not that a sign of bad omen? And is not the same 
feeling which originated this codperation in dis- 
tant parts, now as actively, and more actively at 
work than ever? and will it not continue to be 
more active than ever? As the flames spread, the 
heat is more intense; the conflagration is more 
destructive the greater the volume of its flame 
becomes. This ought, at least, to warn us and 
put us upon our guard. 

Ts there not another sign? This Kansas ques- 
tion, in all its parts,is to be brought into the 

residential election. We know that. It is to 

e made to furnish excitement that is to be urged . 
to the uttermost through every part of this ex- 
I have nothing disrespectful or 
unkind to say of the candidate representing the 
party that endeavors to employ this excitement, 
I speak only of political facts and parties as they 
exist—of the course and action and tendency of 
parties. Is it not known to every one who hears 
me—is there one so uncandid as to deny it—that 
these troubles in Kansas are to form the great 
elements in that excitement which is expected to 
carry Mr. Frémont into the Presidency? We all 
know it. And poor Kansas! what is her destiny, 
and what is her part here? She must remain a 
scene of blood; and more, in their bloody wind- 
ing sheets, in the virgin soil of Kansas, must be 
victims, in order to propitiate fortunes in favor 
of a particular party election in the United States. 
You must have victims from Kansas. You must 
have emissaries to, announce those victims; you 
must have witnesses, or you must at least have 
telegraphs, to establish their truth throughout 
the land; and stump speeches—or, if I may say 
so, long senatorial speeches, cut up into half a 
dozen little ones, would serve the purpose of 
many a little cross-road gathering, and many a 
stump — to rouse the people to madness and to 
mutiny. d 

Sir, this is the temper existing in the country 
at this time, and it tends greatly to increase ap- 
prehension, that while this policy is pursued 
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merely for the purpose-of carrying an election, it 
may collaterally have the fatal effect of stirring 
up civil war in the land. That once done in 
Kansas, with the air all made inflammable by the 
speeches and delusions and excitementand tragic 
tales which are told, one single spark may light 
up the whole atmosphere, and it may spread 
through this broad land. It seemsto me there is 
some ground to apprehend all this. My duty is, 
and my wish has been, without offense, without 
a word of reproach, to treat all things exactly 
according to their nature and their natural and 
political tendencies, and bring this danger face to 
face with you in all its broad extent, and have 
these angry lineaments of a civil warfare presented 
before you, that you might be moved to take all 
the necessary and all the possible courses for the 
purpose of preventing it. 

I think we ought not to adjourn until we have 
adopted some measure that we consider efficient. 
J want to settle it here. I do not want Congress, 
and all its members, to go to their respective 
homes to try issues before the people. I see 
what they are to result in. They are to result, 
necessarily, in such speeches as must increase 
the alienation of one portion of this country from 


-another—must break up that brotherhood, and 


union, and affection, which once existed, and 
which I desire to see restored. I want to prevent 
all that by settling the issue quietly here, and b 

legislative means which are adapted to the end, 
rather than have it settled by furious and fiery 
invective, calculated to alienate section from sec- 
tion, and divide our country, if carried home to 
the people. It is our duty to the country to extin- 
guish, at once, this spark of civil war; and, in my 


judgment, we shall not be guiltless if we go home | 


without doing it. This state of things cannot last 
long. The excitement which now exists; the 
feeling of alienation and of animosity which pre- 
vails—all produced by artificial means—will be 
overcome by the sober judgment of the people, if 
you give them time. There isa moment of fanat- 
icism, and a moment of delusion; but that moment 
may be fatal, unless we guard against its exten- 
sion. It cannot last. It is too uncongenial to the 
feelings of the people of the United States; too 
uncongenial to their patriotism; too uncongenial 
to that kindred kindness which binds us together 
from one end of this mighty Union to the other. 
It will pass away, and be succeeded by nobler, 
higher, and better thoughts and action. That 
North, which has acted so distinguished a part in 
the history of this country, will turn aside from 


the hallucinations which possess it to-day; and | 
with a finger steadfast as her own north star, she | 


will point us, as of old she used to do, in the way 
of the Constitution and of the laws and of the 
Union. 

Sir, think you that old Massachusetts can long 
remain the victim of such delusions and fanati- 
cism as have to a great extent possessed her for 
atime? No, sir; I do not believe it. Her name 
will reascend and brighten in the skies. She will 
recollect her Websters, her Everetts, her Davises, 
and her Winthrops, who in my time have graced 
and honored her by sitting as members of this 
body, whose voices were never raised except in 
the cause of patriotism, the cause of the Union, 
and the cause of law. She cannot remain in her 
present condition. Her hallucinations and all 
that belongs to them, or that has sprung from 
them, will pass away like a shadow, and she will 
be herself again. : 

I believe all this. Ihave an abiding faith in 
the destiny of my country and an abiding faith in 
the intelligence, honesty, and patriotism of her 
people. But for the present, I am apprehensive 
of the consequences that may result from the state 
of things in Kansas, unless a healing and remedial 
hand is app 
States. It is with a view humbly of making my 
poor offering towards the accomplishment of this 
object, that I have becn tempted to present fo 
with this bill, very imperfect no doubt, much less 
suited to the occasion than other gentlemen might 
be capable of presenting; L 
was due, and I endeavored to render it. Í wish 
first to bind up, as far as I can, and staunch every 
wound that has been given in this civil contest in 
Kansas. I wish to prevent the repetition of it. 
All peaceful means failing, the power and the 
right of the people of the United States must be 


sustained and upheld, and their strong hand must |! 


lied by the Congress of the United | 


but from me my mite | 


be made to strike down every offender who can- || 


not be reclaimed by justice and by mercy. No 
other alternative ts left; and therefore, in this last 
section I have proposed to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to use the whole Army 
for this purpose; so that whoever shall go into 
that Territory with arms in his hands, to the terror 
and fright of peaceable people, shall be repressed 
and put down by the President, with his bayo- 
nets and his lines, and be driven out of the Ter- 
ritory if necessary ; for none shall be so bold there 
as to disregard the sovereignty of the people of 
the United States, the sovereign of us all, a sov- 
ereign entitled to our respect, our awful respect, 
and our obedience to its laws. 

If we are worthyto be a Congress to represent 
such a people as the people of the United States, 
we shall know how to vindicate their-authority, 
and maintain their dominion. This bill proposes 
that, all peaceable means failing, forcible ones 
shall succeed; and, as I would use in the first 
instance all the most peaceable means to accom- 
plish the end, so, in the last alternative, I would 
use the most forcible means to accomplish the 
object, and extinguish at once, and tread out, the 
lawless civil war which is attempted to be raised | 
there. 

I have said, in a desultory and imperfect 
manner, what I designed to say on this subject. 
I shall not trouble-the Senate further. Iam very 
thankfal for the attention with which what I have 
said has been received, however little it may be 
worthy of the Senate. I desire now to ask that 
the bill be received and printed, and for the pres- | 
ent laid on the table for the consideration of the 
Senate. 

Leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. No. 
466) to alter and amend the act of Congress enti- 
tled ** An act to organize the Territories of Ne- 
braska and Kansas,” approved May 30, 1854; 
and it was read the first time, passed to a second 
reading, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcuay, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bill of the Senate to 
supply an omission in the enrollment of a certain 
act without amendment, 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. [havea report to make from 
the committee of conference on the Army appro- 
priation bill. The House have acted upon it; 
their message is not yet here; but I suppose it 
will be in a minute or two. Ihave to report that 
the committee of conference were unable to agree. | 
It would not have been possible to agree with 
them unless we conecnted” to put legislation in 
regard to Kansas on the Army bill; and not only 
to put legislation in regard to Kansas upon the bill, 
but such legislation as I am sure a majority of 
the Senate would never agree to as a separate and 
independent measure. As reference has been 
made in the other House by the chairman of the 
committee of conference on the part of that body, || 
to the proceedings of the committee, 1 may be 
allowed to refer to them so far as to say this: In 
the first of the series —and when we could not 
agree on this, it was useless to proceed to others | 
—it was insisted thatsuch a proviso as this should | 
be on the Army appropriation bill 

Provided, That no partof the military force of the United 
States, for the supportof which appropriations are made by į 
this act, shall be employed in aid of the enforcement ofany ; 
enactment of the body claiming to be the Territorial Legis- 
lature of Kansas. 

Mr. President, as it was obvious that no agree- 
ment could be had with them except upon the į 
condition of inserting legislation in the military | 
appropriation bill to which we were altogether 
opposed, in regard to Kansas; and not only in- | 
serting it, but Inserting such legislation as this, 
we separated without agreement, with the design | 
of reporting our proceedings to the two Houses. ! 


It is fair for me to state, in connection with this, | 
that it is admitted on all hands that we are hold- | 
ing out, not against the will of the majority of | 
the House of Representatives, if every member 
were present, but we are insisting upon that for 
which a majority of that House would insist if | 
it were full. That has been conceded to us on all 
hands. It has been admitted everywhere that, if ; 


the House were full, a majority would be in favor | 
of just such a bill as we have proposed to pass. 


Under these circumstances, and believing, as 
doubtless a majority of the Senate believe, that 


: they cannot, without a sacrifice of their -consti-. 


tutional rights, agree to be forced to permitlegisla- 
tion on an appropriation bill to which they would 
object, even as an independent measure; we think 
it our duty, cost what it may, to disagree from this 
proposition; and when their message comes up, 
announcing to us, what I understand to. be the 
fact, that they have adhered, I shall. propose a 
similar course. The message is here now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will receive the message. ` 

Mr. Barcuay, (Assistant Clerk of the House 
of Representatives.) : ; 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives further 
insists on its adherence to its amendment, disagreed to b 
the Senate, to the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. 


R. No, 153) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857, 


Mr. HUNTER. Under the circumstances, I 
suppose there is a very large majority of the 
Senate who believe they cannot consent to this 
demand of the House without the sacrifice of 
their rights as a codrdinate branch of this Legis- 
lature; and I presume that majority is of opinion 
that it would be far better to lose the bill than to 
make any such concession of the constitutional 
rights and privileges of the Senate, especially 
when it is admitted that we are struggling, not 
against the will of the majority of the House, 
fairly ascertained; because, if it were full, it is 
agreed a majority of that body would be with 
us; but we are struggling against a majority of 
the House as it now happens to be accidentally 
constituted, which majority have refused to give 
the necessary process to call back the absent 
members. nder. these circumstances, we are 
struggling for a right which is not only claimed 
here, but which would be admitted, we are told, 
if the House of Representatives were full. 

I should like to go a little farther, to touch the 
source of this mischief, to show how it is that 
the difficulty has occurred, and why it is impos- 
sible, upon the plan upon which the majority of 
the House, as now constituted, is proceeding, 
that we ever can settle the Army bill. It is im- 

ossible, with the known opinions of the two 

ouses, that we ever can settle the Kansas diff- 
culty on this appropriation bill; because there is 
a radical difference of opinion between the two 
bodies in that regard. That House demands 
concessions; and if we are to judge from this, 
which is one of a scries of propositions, the 
others not being submitted, as we refused to agree 
to this, the majority will not be contented with 
other than a total suspension or repeal of the 
laws of Kansas, and, in fact, a virtual abrogation 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act. ` 

Now, Mr. President, to sce how far it would 
be possible for us to concede, even as an independ- 
ent measure, lct us look and see what is that act 
according to our theory. It was passed as a com- 
promise between the friends of that measure. 
Some of them believed that Congress had the 
power to legislate over Territories; others be- 
lieved the people of the Territory had the right 
to legislate for themselves after the organic act 
was once passed, which constituted them into a 
Territorial Legislature. Both, however, agreed 
that this power of legislation could be given to 
them by grant; and by grant it was given, the 
one agreeing to the grant for one reason, and the 
other for another. 

But, sir, this was not the only difference which 
they had to compromise. One portion of the 
friends of-the measure believed that it would have 


| been unconstitutional for that Legislature to pro- 


hibit slavery in the Territory; another portion 
believed they had the right. For the purpose of 
enabling that question to be tried by the judiciary, 
it was positivel y,inserted, that the Constitution of 
the United States should be the guide, and have 
full force and effect in that Territory. l believed 
it would have force and effect without the intro- 
diction of that provision; but it was done out 
of abundant caution, to enable this question to 
be tried by the judiciary if it should ever arise 
That was another ground of compromise. As 
we could not agree upon the abstract merits of 
the question, we did agree that it should be de- 
cided by the Judiciary. Ee 

So far as the Territorial Legislature may have 
passed unconstitutional laws, I believe we may 
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annul them; I never had any doubt of that; we | 
did not grant them power, and could not grant 
them power, to pass unconstitutional laws. Ac- 
cordingly, onan amendment to the bill introduced 
by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomns,| 
I'did agree to vote for the repeal of those laws 
which were against the Constitution. I agreed 
to it, not because it was necessary, practically, 
for the rights of the citizens of Kansas, as I will 
presently show, but because some of our friends 
said it would present the issue in abetterand more 
acceptable form to them; and I did what I did not | 
believe was necessary for those citizens, in order 
that my friends here might go to the’people with 


that act on which a great party has placed itself, || 
ow which the issue is formed, and on which the | 
struggle is going on, if we were to undertake to |! 
repeal their legislation when it is not unconstitu- 
tional. We agreed to treat them as a body-pol- || 
iuc. If they passed inexpedient or improper 
laws, they must remedy them as the people of 
the States do. "To that extent we put them, in 
some respects, ona level with the States. They 
bave to encounter the same dangersand mistakes 
that every other body-politic has, and they must | 
meet and remedy them in the same manner. So | 
far as that is concerncd, I apprehend the friends || 
of that act never can accede to the repeal of any |i 
other than unconstitutional legislation. 

itis known, and it is obvious, the very pro- | 
ecedings of this committee of conference show, | 
that the House will never be contented with that |) 
concession, ‘Chey will demand the repeal of such 
acts as they believe to be improper, and inexpe- || 
dient, and impolitic. A majority of the House, as 
now constituted, do not acknowledge, I believe, 
the validity of the Kansas Legislature at all. | 
"Therefore, we never can settle this question, | 
unless a majority of this body are prepared to 
say that they will abolish the principles of the | 
Nebrasta-Kansas act, that they will undo the | 
work upon which they bave risked and periled || 
so much, and return to the other and the older 
prineiple of territorial legistation, T apprehend 
that nobody supposes a majority of the Senate jj 
will do that, or that they ought to do its or |; 
rather, no one of the majority supposes they |: 
ought to doit. Ii this be so, it is manifestly im- 
possible that we e.u ever settle upon the appro- | 
priation billany | ifeation,asit may be called, 
or any settlement of the Kansas question. 

I have said it is not, in my opinion, necessary, 
so far as the rights of the citizens of Kansas are |: 
concerned, for us to interpose in regard to laws |; 
which may be unconstitutional. In regard to any 
unconstitutional law, they have all the protection 
which the people of the States have—they have 
the protection of the Constitution. Does any 
man believe that unconstitutional laws could be 
enforced through the judiciary? {s there an 
instance in which one of these laws has been 
enforced? Theard the Senator from Hlinois, (Mr. ! 
Doveras,} who is better posted on the facts of | 
the case than Eam, say there has been no such i; 
instance, I have heard of none. T believe there |; 
could be none such, because the judiciary would |) 
interpose to prevent the enforcement of any un- 
constitutional laws. 

It is obvious that, if both parties here had the 
same confidence in the judiciary in Kansas which 
they repose in the judiciary elsewhere, they never ii 
would insist on such a proposition; they would |’ 
believe the protection of the judiciary was suffi- ;, 
cient. It is because they entertain opinions in i| 
regard to that judiciary, and in regard to the Pres- 
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iT have, indeed, all through the debates on the 


| and persistency of the House of Representatives. 


: originating, not, as Senators may suppose, here, 


upon the noble position they have assumed, that 


| stitute it, if all its seats were full, but that actual 


presume that the President will do hisduty; and 
unless facts can be shown, which have not been 
to my satisfaction, we have the right to presume | 
the judges are as much entitled to confidence | 
there as in the other Territories. 

I say, therefore, so far as the citizens of Kan- 
sas are concerned, there is no practical inconve- 
nience likely to arisein regard to unconstitutional 
laws. If the matter be left to stand where it stands 
now, they will be as well offas if we had taken 


this measure and passed it as an independent bill, H 


as proposed by the Senator from California, [Mr. 
WELLER.] [am the more confirmed, after fur- 
ther conference with the House, in the opinion 
which I expressed yesterday, that this House 
never will be satisfied with any bijl which pro- 
poses to do no more than that of the Senator from 
California. F think their opinion on that matter 
has been sufficiently expressed. I feel bound, 
after a full and fair consideration of the whole 
field, to say that | see nothing now that is left us, 
unless we mean to recede from our ground, and 
sacrifice what 1 really believe to be our constitu- 
tional rights, but to move that the Senate also 
adhere to their amendment. That motion I sub- 
mit. 

Mr. SEWARD. This debate, Mr. President, 
mingles two very different, although kindred sub- 
jects. 


ation of the Senate and the country some cardinal 
points. 

T address myself first to the conflict between 
the two Efouses of Congress on the Army bill, as 
that conflict now stands. ‘The chairman of the 
committee of conference on the part of the Senate 
(Mr. Hunter] is understood by me to say, that 
itis everywhere conceded that the present ma- 
jority in the House of Representatives is only an 
accidental one; and that this House, if it were 
full, would conear with the Senate. I desire it to 
be understood that | make no such concession. 


Army bill, expressed doubts about the firmness | 
I have done so, however, with pain. But, on the 
contrary, I say now, with the utmost respect for 
the House, that I have sven it steadily, from the 
first day of the session, becoming firmer and more 
truc and steadfast in the cause of justice, freedom, 
and humanity. I from the first trusted that it 
would turn out so, for | knew the influences, 


but in the hearts of the constituency of that power, 
the American people, which, if they could not 
increase the number of defenders of that sacred 
eause in the ELouse, were sure to animate those 


I shall not go at large into a discussion of | 
| either, but be content to mark for the consider- 


| two Houses, and redaced them to one plain, 


simple, and clearly comprehensible. Yesterday, 
and every day for nearly a month past, we have 
been told of the absurdities of the proviso adopted 
by the House, in proposing to authorize the Pres- 
ident to keep open the national highways feading 
to Kansas, and requiring him to disarm the so- 
called militia of that Territory. We are now in- 
formed that both these conditions will be with- 
drawn. by the House, and we can pass the Army 
bill, if the Senate will simply agree to a naked 
proviso, that the Army shall not be employed as 
a police to execute the miscalled laws of the body 
which claims to be the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas. There is an end, therefore, to declama- 
tion, as well as argument, on those collateral sub-~ 
jects, and we are brought directly to the one sim- 
ple issue thus stated, On that issue, taking my 
place by the side of the House, I am prepared 
and content to stand. 

I am, indeed, appealed to to yield before the 
terrors of civil war. Tam conjured to surrender 


my positions by the love which I bear to peace. 


and harmony. 

Mr. HUNTER. Did the Senator from New 
York understand me to say that the House com- 
mittee of conference would have been contented 
with this alone? J said this was one of a series 
of propositions. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
say that. : 

Mr. HUNTER. I said this was one ofa series; 
and the others were not submitted, when we 
failed to agree on this. 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator stated 
that was the condition of affairs. I understand 
that the honorable chairman of the committee of 


I understood the Senator to 


! the House reported to that House substantially 


tas L have stated the result of the conference here. 


I have verified the fact, and so I now stand upon 
it. 

Mr. President, I do indeed love peace; I do 
indeed fear the terrors of civil war; but that is 
not enough to make me surrender an object more 
important than peace—liberty. Peace! ‘The Sen- 


| ate will give peace to Kansas now on one condi- 
‘tion—that Kansas will surrender freedom, and 


defenders with inereasing zeal and devotion. I 


believe now, sir, and sball believe unt a different | 


conviction is forced upon me by events, that the 


more the number of that House shall be increased | 
by the return of absentees, after consultation with ; 
the people, the firmer will the House stand on the : 


issue you have made with it. I feel assured, now, 


that the House will stand until the end of this ) 
extraordinary session—ay, if there shall be need, | 


until the end of the term of the present Congress, 


the President of the United States shall not employ 
the Federal Army to enforce the unconstitutional 
and tyrannical laws of the armed usurpers of 
Kansas. 

While I thus make this correction in regard to 
the matter of fact involved in the statement of | 


accept slavery. Is there anything new in this 
proposition? “Is it not the very proposition that 
you made when you passed the Kansas-Nebraska 
law? If the people of Kansas would have ac- 
cepted slavery, they could have had peace at the 
hands of Congress cighteen months ago, and there 
would never have been anfaraader, or even a hos- 
tile intruder, from Missouri, within the Territory. 
They have always had the option of peace; they 
have it now, independently of you; they have 
only to strike the colors of freedom, and run up 
the black flag of slavery, and thereupon peace, 
order, and tranquillity will reign throughout the 
prairies they have chosen for their abode. Ay, 
and the longer that slavery shall last there, down 
to that period, L know not how distant, when the 
African race itself shall rise to assert its own 
wrongs, the surer and more profound will be the 
peace that will prevail there. 

Now, evenif the people of Kansas were willing 
to strike the flag of freedom, which they have 


defended through so many perils, I have yet to 


the Senator from Virginia, I must take leave to i 
say that the Senate of the United States to-day is |) 


not that possible body of men who would con- || Kansas organized as a slave State, and you will 


body of men (being a quorum) who are now! 


present and actually attending. Those Senators i 


who are absent constitute no part of the Senate 


actually deciding on the great interests of the ~ 


country. ‘They are possible members only, but 
practically they perform no duty, and incur no 
responsibility; and their opinions, therefore, are 


ident of the United States, who holds the power || not a subject of discussion. So it is in the House 
of the removal of the territorial judges, which we i! of Representatives. The two hundred members 
do not entertain. They do not trust them to tho 
extent we do, At any rate we can never agree | 
that the judiciary in Kansas, (which is a part of ii 


the general system of the country appointed by |! 


cal purposes, the representative body of the Amer- 
can people. : 
I make now another point: I thank the House ; 


say, that lama representative of one of the States 
of this Union that claims the right to maintain 
the balance of freedom in this council chamber 
of the States. I want Kansas here a free State. 
New York wants her to come here free, if she 
shall enter the Confederacy at all. We may as 
wellcome directly to this issue, then. You want 


give her peace if she will accept slavery; if she 
do not accept slavery, she must take war, with 
its dangers and its desolations. 

Senators propose this condition as if it were 
anew one offered now for the first time. They 


“express surprise that I am not alarmed, when 


they tell me that civil war, except on the condition 
of slavery, is inevitable and imminent. Sic, there 
was civil war in Kansas when we assembled here 


iin Deeember; a military revolution had been ef- 


| actually attending there constitute, for all practi- | 
i ti 


fected there, an armed usurpation was established 
sand there was opposition and resistance to 


‘it: there was commotion, strife, bloodshed, then 


him who appoints judges in all the other Ferri- | of Representatives, and congratulate the country || 


torics,) is not to. be trasted to the same extent to . upon a happy turn of the last conference. The: 
which it is to be trusted elsewhere. We must! committee have simplified the issues between the | 


and there. Every day the tragedy has been ad- 
vaneing steadily in the development of the hor- 
rors of civil war. Just as soon as I could get the 
vantage ground of the Topeka constitution to 
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stand upon, I called your-attention to the exist- 
ence of that civil var, explained its causes, and 
with all the fervency that not merely Jove of 
peace, but love of liberty also, could enkindle, I 
conjured you to arrest it before it was too late, by 
removing the cause of that civil war. Even now 
Senators refer to the appeals I then made, so 
truthfully, as exaggerations of a fertile imagina- 
tion. Such was the answer you then gave me; 
and now the answer you give me~—now, when I 
conjure you once more, and more earnestly than 
ever, to arrest fratricidal strife, by admitting Kan- 
sas under her own free constitution, is, that that 
constitution must be surrendered, or the flames 
of civil war must be suffered to burn with new 
intensity th@#ughout that ill-fated Territory. 

It is true that I see a new campaign preparing 
in that quarter. But, just like those which have 
occurred there before, it is a campaign not organ- 
ized by the citizens of Kansas against each other, 


nor yet organized by emigrants sent thither by | 


the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Society, but by 
invaders who are going forth from all or many 
of the slave States, to extirpate the freemen of 
Kansas, to seize upon the ballot-boxes by force, 
to usurp the elective franchise, to create in that 
way a new Legislature, and a convention that 
will organize a slave State, which even this Con- 
gress 1s expected to receive with open arms as a 
member of this Federal Republic. Sir, during 
all the period of that civil war that has been 
prevailing in Kansas, the armed bands that have 


demolished hotels, sacked cities, overturned free | 


presses, mobbed ministers of the Gospel, and slain 
the farmer while inclosing his newly-marked 
field on the prairie, and the “ perfectly free” im- 
migrant before he had slept one night in the Ter- 
ritory which he had chosen for his home, were 
not citizens of Kansas, or adventurers from the 
free States. 

‘ The armed bands that are forming along the 
banks of the Missouri, and in the cities of the 
southern slave States, to renew the violence so 
bricfly suspended, are of the same class, I need 
not be told here, sir, how desperate and reckless 
they are. Honorable Senators mistake me much, 
if they suppose that I look with complacency or 
calmness on the gathering of the storm anew, 
and that F do not fear for the safety of the pcople 
upon whom it is so soon to rain down new deso- 
lation, Why should I notshare all their alarms 
and fears? They are my neighbors, countrymen, 
and friends. But, at.the same time, honorable 
Senators, in explaining their own positions in 


this crisis, will not disturb me by imputing to | 
me responsibilities for the disasters of the times. | 


Before the so-called compromise of 1850 was 
enacted here, there was neither civil war in Kan- 
sas, nor any cause existing that could ever pro- 
duce civil war or slavery there. I expostulated 
against the compromise, and implored Congress 
not to disturb the landmarks of freedom. J was 


answered, that those landmarks of freedom were | 
: ; E ' 
in that case a mere abstraction, on which it was 


only fanaticism and folly to insist. I replied, 
that if you yielded that abstraction, and so tol- 
erated slavery in the possessions acquired from 
Mexico, slavery would invade the unoccupied 


Territory which remained under the protection | 


of the Missouri compromise of 1820, and that it 
would crowd you out of all the Territories of the 
United States, and engage you in a contest for 
freedom, even in the free States. ‘I'he conces- 
sions then demanded were nevertheless made. 


In 1854, you took advantage of the conces- | 


sions made in 1850, and proposed an abrogation 
of the prohibition of slavery contained in the 
compromise of 1850, under the specious pretense 
of abnegating all Federal authority concerning 
slavery over the Territories of the United States, 


and granting to the people in those Territories | 


perfect freedom to establish civil liberty there for 
themselves. I remonstrated and expostulated 
again, and warned you then that you were send- 
ing the demon of civil strife into the Territories. 
You persisted. At the beginning of this session, 
I directed your attention to the civil war then 
actually broken out in Kansas, and implored 
your interposition to restore peace there, together 
with that perfcet freedom which had been sub- 
verted by the invaders. ‘The civil war was then 


there; it remains there yet; it only grows more | 


and more flagrant. What evil has happened, 


then, that I have not foreseen and endeavored to |: 


j 
| 


; prevent? Who has held executive powerin this 


iland? Certainly not I. Who has exercised 
i legislative power? Certainly not I. Who judi- 
: cial anthority? Certainly not I. Whose coun- 
i sels have directed -executive, legislative, and ju- 
dicial powers? Certainly not mine; but the 
; counsels of those who have been constantly my 
| adversaries. Yet there is civil warin Kansas, and 


| itis the result of unwise and pernicious legisla- 


| tion, tyrannical executive action, and prostituted 
| judicial authority. Sir, He whose penetration 
ino secret of the human heart escapes, no artful 
: perversion of the truth baffles—He who makes the 
| hearts of men to love freedom even more than 


i 
j 
to seek it with untiring perseverance 


; peace, and 
! throughout ages of suffering—He knows where 
the responsibility of the disasters that have over- 
taken the Republic belongs. My conscience, on 
this subject, shrinks not from His awful scrutiny. 

And now, sir, as I have heretofore counseled 
how to continue the reign of peace before it was 
broken, and how. to restore it when first it was 
broken, I will, with deference, advise how to re- 
gain its sway, before it is too late, and before the 
whole country rages with the flames hitherto con- 
fined within the limits of Kansas. You can do 
this only by removing the cause of the civil war 
in Kansas, the revolutionary usurpation that 
exists there. In short, you can only effectually 
restore peace in Kansas, and harmony to the coun- 
try, by granting liberty, with new and sure safe- 
guards. What Kansas wants, is not merely 
peace, but that perfect freedom and safety which 
you granted, or professed to grant, by the Kansas 
and Nebraska law. You must not merely repeal 
the laws of the conquerors of Kansas, but you 
į must abolish the conquest itself. There is only 
| one alternative—which ts, that Missourians will 
| irrigate the soil of Kansas with the blood of its 
| people, to fertilize that soil, and make it receive 
the seeds of slavery. Consider well, I beseech 
you, what a fearful alternative—how horrible an 
alternative, this is! And consider—alas, that T 
must urge it—how dangerous a one it is! All 
the principles of our Covstitation—all the sen- 
timents of mankind—all nature itself, revolts 
against it. Can it, then, be adopted with success 
and safety? Let the trial, if it must come, de- 
termine. Some Senatorasks, “ Who can tell what 
is to be the destiny of Kansas??? I can tell. 
Sir, I do not know the fearful horrors through 
which either Kansas or the country is to pass, but 
be they what they may, the destiny of Kansas is 
freedom. 

I turn, for a moment, to the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenpen.] Te has laid 
his peace-offering on the table of the Senate—I 
ought rather to say, ‘on the altar of his country.”’ 
: His years, his eminent position, his unquestioned 
patriotism, entitle him to do so, and entitle him 
not merely to forbearance on this occasion, but 
to the homage due to one who sincerely desires 
to be a public benefactor. Although he has not 
spoken so charitably of me as might become the 
office he has undertaken, I shall not attempt to 
thrust that offering from the altar, or to tear it 
into pieces. I will let it lie there, and calmly 
await the approval of it by the sive States, in 
whose name it is presented by him, as one with 
| which the free States ought also to be satisfied. 
Sir, the slave States have committed themselves 
to the principle of popular sovereignty in the Ter- 
i ritories so deepiy, that they uphold and maintain 
even a revolutionary and usurping authority there 
as a legitimate one. We shail see whether they 
; are ready, on the prayer of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, to renounce this principle and its accept- 
‘able fruits, and transfer the legislative authority 
in Kansas to any depository which will restore 
either perfect freedom, or any real freedom what- 
ever, to the people of Kansas. 1 will wait, sir, 
and answer, after the Democracy on the other 
side of the Chamber shall have recognized the 
| Senator’s peace-offering as their own. In the 
mean time, I beg to say, with the highest respect 
and the utmost kindness to the honorable Sen- 
ator who leads in this solemn ceremony, that he 
is not likely to effect a truce with the House of 
Representatives by such denunciations as he has 
indulzed in against the free States of the North 
on this occasion. No, sir; to resume his own 
i figure, let me tell him that the priest who shall, 
| in this conjuncture, lay on the altar of his country 

a peace-ollering acceptable to the American peo- 


| 
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ple, must be a man, who not only loves public 
| tranquillity and is without fear, but who also can 
| respect the love of justice and truth and the devo- 
| 


tion to freedom which animate the free States-of 
į the North. ee 
| The honorable Senator, after deploring the fa~ 
| naticism of the North, announces his hope that 
jit will grow more conciliatory. Sir, it is not the 
| character of the north star to change its position 
| or to vary its light. The mariner singles it out 
i from among all the luminaries of the heavens, and 
| adopts it as the guide to his course, for its con- 
|stancy. It will not change now. Ithas been for 
| a time partially covered with flceting clouds; but 
they are passing away, and iv wal stand then, and 
shine steadily upon this natio» until it shall con- 
duct not only those States which receive its ver- 
| tical rays, but even those which enjoy only its 
| angular beams, into the haven of impartial and 
enduring freedom. Sir, the Romans, in their 
southern capital, and under their sunny. skies, 
thought, when the Northmen for a time withdrew 
| from the borders of the city, that those Northmen 
would change and relent, and become more con- 
| ciliatory. Did the Northmen indeed change? No, 
| not until they had mingled their own blood with 
the blood of Italy, and restored it to a better and 
| purer freedom than it had ever known before. 
I think that France and England, and especi- 
i ally Turkey, is expecting that the North of Eu- 
i rope will become more conciliatory, more gen- 
‘erous. Do you believe this? No, sir; the north 
| of Europe changes not. It is again to spread 
over the southern plains, and reinvigorate the 
natives of the Mediterranean. No more will the 
| north of America change. You may resistif you 
will, but it will persevere peacefully, if you will 
| suffer itto do so; but it will persevere constantly, 
| nevertheless, in the extension of freedom in the 
i Territories of the United States, and by its ex- 
ample in inducing the southern States to abolish 
slavery among themselues, 

And now, what do Senators expect to gain by 
persisting in the miserable issuc they have made 
up with the House of Representatives—an issue 
upon our own relative power, under the Consti- 
tution, as a branch of the National Legislature— 
a question merely personal? Sir, Ihave no reason 
to despise, as L have no motive to undervalue, the 
j power or the dignity of the Senate of the United 
States. Contrary to what I had ever before sup- 
! posed or dreamed, I, myself, am a member of the 
Senate. My own fortunes and fame, such as 
they are, are bound up in the fortunes and fame 
of the Senate. For me there is no higher ambi- 
tion than the place I hold in the Senate; there is 
no lane or open way for me to any other depart- 
ment of my country’s service. As I would leave 
a fair name, and, if possible, one that might in 
future times arrest the eye of the curious and in- 
| quisitive student who shall be prying into my 
country’s history, so I am careful never todo an 
| act, to speak a word, or think a thought, unbe- 
coming to the Senate of the United States. I 
therefore stand with you all for the dignity and 
honor and independence of the Senate. But, sir, 
I confess to you frankly my opinion, that the 
Senate will defend its dignity and independence 
effectually, not by joining puerile issues with the 
House of Representatives on questions of equal- 
ity or preéminence, but in the same way. that 
l every citizen, who is a constituent of either 
Ilouse of Congress, maintains his dignity and 
iudependence—namely, by doing justice, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly, under all the vicis- 
situdes and in all the scenes of human activity 

and endurance. i 
1 Mr. CASS. Ihave no idea, Mr. President, of 
rising for the purpose of detaining the Senate 
under the circumstances in which we are placed. 
| I know my own position and that of others loo 
well to do it; but I rise for a moment to survey 
the situation in which we are placed, without any 
| ebullition of feeling, but with very deep anxiety. 


Í 
! 
f 


| 
| 
| 

i! My. President, where is the Congress of the 
i 


: United Statesat this moment? What position do 
! they occupy before their country and before the 
iworld? The eyes of the world arc upon us, The 
| hopes and destiny of freedom await our action. 
| Where are we? We have been assembled here 
‘for nine months. It was our duty to pass the 
; necessary supplies for the support of the Govern- 
| ment. I suppose no man, auditor or actor, within 
i these walls will deny that fact. It was the duty 
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of Congress to appropriate the necessary supplies 
for the support of the Government—a solemn, 
constitutional, moral duty. Have we done it? 
In an important particular we have not. Acci- 
dentally—I believe, in a great measure, because 
our pay was ended—we failed to do it. Why 
have we not made this essential appropriation ? 
The Senate has agreed that it is necessary: The 
House of Representatives has agreed that it is 
necessary. Both Houses have agreed uponevery 
item belonging to the appropriation bill for the 
support of the Army. Why, then, does it not 
become a law? Where is the fault? And what 

rocess has brought us to this position? The 
House of Representatives have annexed a pro- 
vision—I am not going to examine it now—to that 
appropriation bill, having no relation to the sub- 
ject of appropriation to which the Senate cannot 
agree. Now, whatis the duty of the two Houses? 
By their own voluntary action to concur in a law. 
They are voluntary agents. 

This process, however, is one which says, from 
one House to the other, «If you donot, in pass- 
ing the appropriation bills, which both of us agree 
to be proper, annex a condition which we say 

ou should, there shall be no appropriation.” 

et not gentlemen on the other side mistake their 
osition and ours. No man contends that one 
ouse may not annex to an approprianon bill 
any provision they please; and if the other House 
agree, the difficulty is passed. That is not what 
we dispute, deny, and find fault with, before the 
country. What we do find fault with is the an- 
nexation of a provision which we believe to be 
unconstitutional, and a tenacious adherence to it, 
so as to lose the supplies which are necessary. 
It is what is called in Bngland cutting off the sup- 
plies. IfI recollect aright—perhaps some gen- 
tlemen here will remember it—we were asked, in 
Topeka, cight months ago, to cut off the supplies 
of the Government, if their designs could not be 
carried into effect. 
I say that the annexation, by ona House, of a 


condition to which the other cannot agree, to a 


bill of appropriation, if adhered to, is, under this 
Government, an act of revolution, If a majority 
of the House of Representatives wish a bili con- 
taining that provision passcd voluntarily by the 
action of the two Houses, let them send it to us 
for our free and voluntary action as a separate 
measures but they do not send it to us for our 
free and voluntary action. They send it to us 
annexed to a bill that we ought to pass, and wish 
to pass, and should pass, but cannot in conse- 
quence of the actual state of coercion in which 
we are placed. 

This is nota question of to-day or of to-morrow, 
but of alltime under this Constitution. To-day 
the effort is to prevent the execution of certain 
laws. 
the protector of the laws throughout the whole 
extent ofourvast country, kison the highways 
to-day; but to-morrow it will be on the byways. 
We have just as much right to require the 
President to execute laws upon one highway as 
another. It may be a highway leading to Mis- 
gouri to-day, and to-morrow a highway leading 
to Massachusetts or North Carolina, or for any 
other purpose you please. No man can be so 
blind as not to see that a principle like this once 
established would cause the overthrow of this 
Government. You require the President of the 
United States to have his armed forces on all the 
roads wherever they may be, leading to the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, to supersede the State laws by 


It is a proviso that makes the President | 


his own armed power, to afford just such pro- | 
tection as he pleases, and as the guard under his | 


authority please. To-day the attack is this pro- 
vision; to-morrow you may be asked to repeal the 
fugitive slave law, Whatnext? 


shall go through the mail free of postage. You 
may putin a provision requiring your Army to 
act under any circumstances, or your Navy to 
act under any circumstances; you may repeal 
your fugitive slave law, and we have been threat- 
ened with that repeal. Mr. President, on this 
principle there is no act that the imagimauon of 
man can conceive, which it is notin the power 
of one branch of this Congress to carry into 
effect at the expense of the Government, or cause 
the giving up of the supplies which are necessary 


On a Post Office | 
appropriation bill the next day, you may be asked | 
to provide that every inflammatory document sent | 
for the purpose of exciting the southern slaves, | 
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for its continuance. I repeat, no man who sur- 
veys it as it is can fora moment forget that, al- 
though this is the point to-day, to-morrow, and 
the next day, and the next day, it will be new 
ones, and new ones, until the hand of the House 
of Representatives is heavier than the Constitu- 
tion. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wane] 
actually sneers at all difficulty. He sees no dan- 
ger—fears no calamity. Well, sir, there are dif- 
ferent kinds of confidence in the world. There 
is a very commendable and justifiable confidence 
that surveys the danger and prepares for it; but 
there is another which, whether it is indifference, 
or insensibility, or something worse than both, 
leads a man not to survey the danger about him. 
Itis not commendable in itself, nor does it give 
much encouragement to others to depend on his 
judgment. The Senator from Ohio sneers at all 
this. A sneer is notan argument, though it often 
takes the place of one, and is perhaps more sat- 
isfactory to him that uses it than an argument 
would be. Howa man could get up in the Senate 
before his countrymen, and sneer at the circum- 
stances in which we are placed, I cannot compre- 
hend. All I have to say is, that his moral tem- 
perament is very different from mine. 

The honorable Senator from Ohio asks if the 
refusal of this appropriation is going to destroy 
the Union? This is a very hard Government to 
destroy. I think that, fairly administered within 
the scope of its constitutional powers, it is the 
strongest Government on the face of the globe; as 
I know it to be the best Government ever given 
to man since the dispersion of the human family 
on the plains of Shinar. 

Mr. WADE. I believe the Senator is mis- 
taken. I do not think Į asked him any such 
question. T apprehended no such event. 

Mr. CASS. I think the Senator put to me the 
question whether I believed the refusal of this 
appropriation would destroy the Union—put un- 
doubtedly by way of joke, by way of jeer, by 
way of sneer; not seriously. 

Mr. WADE, Not at all, in any shape. 

Mr. CASS. I will not answer that, because I 
am sure the honorable Senator would not declare 
that he had not said so, if he did not believe it; 
but the impression left on my mind was that he 
asked the question. I shall not continue that, 
however. [ say again, that I believe this to be 
the strongest Government on the face of the earth, 
The danger which I fear is not on this point alone; 
but it is the series of measures pursued and fur- 
ther contemplated by the honorable Senator from 
Ohio, and those who agree with him. There it 
is that I look for the danger. What holds this 
Government together? Force? No; public opin- 
ion—nothing more, nothing less—the ballot-box 
and public opinion operating upon it. If you 
excite one section of the community against 
another; if you go on from step to step with this 
thing, and that thing, and another, producing irri- 
tation and hostile feeling, you finally lead the 
public to that state of mind which, I fear, we are 
too rapidly approaching, which must everftually 
end in the dissolution of the Government. 

The honorable Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp,] whom yesterday | heard with pain and 
regret, and with ten-fold regret to-day, says there 
is no danger. I repeat that I heard his display 
to-day with regret. I do not think, that in all 
history such another display ean be found, except 
in amemorable case in the history of Rome, which 
was then put down by an illustrious orator. If 
that great and illustrious orator were here, we 
should hear roll from his lips words of seathing 
rebuke to the Senator from New York for getting 
up here, and trying to operate on the prejudices 
and feelings of the House of Representatives, 
giving them his thanks. They do not want his 
thanks, The Senator from New York is not the 
man to stand in the Legislature of the Union, and 
give his thanks to one House for a particular 
course of measures. If ] were a member of the 
House of Representatives, I should pay very little 
regard to such thanks; 1 should wantsome much 
more important. ‘The whole tenor of the remarks 
of the Senator from New York was,in my opin- 
ion, unworthy of his position, and of the associa- 
tions in which he is here placed. 

You cannot mistake his object, Mr. President, 


jand you cannot mistake the tendency of this 


whole series of measures. The honorable Sen- 


ator from New York alluded: tp revolutions and 
changes, and notwithstanding what is going on 
about us he sees no danger. The Senate will 
recollect undoubtedly a memorable era in history, 
when the King of Babylon went to sleep, though 
the Persian was at his gates. In the emphatic 
language of Scripture, like the Senator-from New 
York, his countenance was not changed, nor his 
heart troubled; he feared no danger. He never 
woke in life to realize his danger, for the morn- 
ing sun shone upon the towers and turrets of a 
ruined and captured city, and the monarch him- 
self with his empire had passed away. No man 
can see the condition of this country now with- 
out perceiving the danger. To say there is none 
evinces an absolute disregard of tse premon- 
itory symptoms which Providence has kindly 
given in the moral as in the physical world. It is 
their neglect and disregard in the world that day 
| after day is producing changes of good govern- 
ments where they exist, but oftener of bad, one 
which I am glad to see. These are premonitory 
symptoms warning the people of the United 
States that the precious heritage acquired by the 
blood of our fathers and bequeathed to them is 
now in danger. How can any man who looks at 
things as they are, doubt that from time to time 
the operation of these circumstances is to bear 
upon the American people? 

The Father of his Country — the immortal 
Washington—tells us that when a sectional party 
arises there is danger. I will not absolutely say, 
that I would rather be wrong with Washington 
than right with the Senator from New York and 
the Senator from Ohio; but I go very near it. I 
will say, that when my own opinions are forti- 
fied by the convictions of the prophetic sagacity, 
the calm, deliberative judgment of that wonder- 
ful man, I am not to be turned out of my course 
by any argument that can be used by those two 
Senators. I repeat, the country is in danger, 
There is no use in gentlemen getting up here to 
say, “ Peace, peace,” when theseis no peace. He 
that cannot see it, in my opinion, is blinder than 
| the blind man of Israel, who, though he could 
not discern the pillars that supported the temple, 
asked to have his hand laid upon them, and then 
bowed himself down with the pillars, and carried 
with them the temple, and all that were in it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Idonotrise to prolong this 
debate, but only to read a portion of the speech of 
the honorable Senator from New York, made a lit- 
tle more thana yearago, against his speech to-day. 
I think itis better than anything which I could 
say, and it is certainly fatal to the speech which 
he made yesterday and to-day. Abouta year 
and a half ago, we had a similar question before 
the Senate. I then fought side by.side with the 
honorable Senator from New York for nearly a 
i whole day and nearly a whole night. I felt 
the support of his strong arm. He dealt blows 
jon that occasion which I feebly supported, and 

we compelled the Senate to surrender about two 
| o'clock at night on a question similar to this. 
| What was it? The House of Representatives 
had embodied in the civil and dipolmatic appro- 
priation bill a provision for the revision of the 
tariff. The bill came to the Senate, and a motion 
| was made to strike out the tariff provision. We 
denied the right of the House to put it there. 
The honorable Senator from New York then 
answered the position, that the House of Rep- 
resentatives was like the House of Commons, 
the Senate like the House of Peers, and the 
President like the Crown in England. At that 
time he drew the distinction between our form 
| of Government and that of Great Britain better 
than I have heard it drawn since. He then 
i! informed us that the Senate was answerable 
i to the people at the time prescribed in the peo- 
i ple’s Constitution—not so the House of Peers; 
| and that the President of the United States was 
| answerable to the people at the time which the 
| people themselves had fixed in their Constitution. 
i 
j 
| 


I 


| By this process of reasoning he showed conclu- 
i sively that there was no similitude between the 
two Governments, and that the doctrine of stop- 
i ping. the supplies did not apply in this country. 
| He declared on that occasion that all proceedings 
| of this kind upon the part of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives were revolutionary, and would tend 
| to the subversion of the Government. He also 


i; warned the Senate that this very proceeding would 


i come upon us; and on his warning as well as 


1856. 
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mine, the Senators who were in favor of a reduc- 
tion and modification of the tarif yielded and 
allowed the provision to be stricken from the hill. 
Now I propose to read some of his forcible lan- 
guaze on this point: 

“Mr. Sewarp. Mr. President, I regard the proposition 
to incorporate a new tariff system into the cigit and dipto- 
matic appropriation bill as one of a revolutionary charac- 
ter.”?-- Cong. Globe, sec. sess., 33d Cong., p. 1048. 


He proceeded with his argument, and said: 


“ Sir, there is great wisdom, there is Nestorian wisdom, 
in the counsel of the honorable Senators from Delaware. It 
may be thatit is only now a question of relieving woolen 
manufacturers and railroad builders, but another House of 
Representatives may give us, in the same form, a question 
of slavery or a question of freedom, and may seek in the 


same way to coerce our consent to their policy in that” 


respect. Are you prepared for that? When the precedent 
shall have once been established, what will protect you 
against the most unbounded license of assumption by the 
House of Representatives 2”? 

There was prophecy in that. He seemed to 
anticipate that a question such as we now have 
before the Senate would be here at this very time, 
and he warned Senators to beware of it. He said 
further: = - 

“ Again, sir, when you shall have suffered the House of 
Representatives to incorporate a new tariff into the civil 
and diplomatie appropriation bill, what shail binder the 
same power trom attaching the French spoliation bill to the 
naval service bill? Moreover, when the President of the 
United States shal! hereafter veto any bill, a majority of the 
two Houses, adopting the precedent now to be established, 
can practically annul the veto by suspending his own com- 
pensation, and arresting the wheels of the Government.” 

The debate procecded; we were at it pretty 
much all night, Again, the honorable Senator 
from New York said: 

“ When I first came into the Senate, I took the ground 
that a combination of many great measures affecting many 
great interests, and engaging different and conflicting opin 
ions, was irregular, was factious, was revolutionary ; and 
upon that ground, among others, I voted against the com- 

romise bill of 1850, though it contained an ohjeet which 

was most sedulous and anxious to obtain—the admission 
of the State of California.” 

J will not read more. ; 
paragraphs contain the most conclusive argument 
against the proceeding of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in this case that has yet been delivered 
in the Senate. It was effective on that occasion. 
I endeavored to sustain the honorable Senator, 
as best I could, and in the course of the debate I 
observed: 

“ J think that this amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill is entirely outoftime. Itis revolutionary. 
I think it is the most revolutionary proposition that I have 
ever heard advocated inthe Senate. It furnishes a bad 
example. 
against southern gentlemen. 

«©The evil, that men do, lives after them ;”” 
and this will live after us. a 
ece We but teach 
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return 
To plague the inventor.’ 

s Let me tellsouthern Senators that, if they agree to this 
proposition, there is danger that, hereafter, the ingredients 
of the poisoned chalice may be commended to their own 


lips.” 

I am sorry that I cannot now have the support 
of the Senator from New York, as I had on that 
occasion. I wish I could do the same thing 
now; but the speech which we have heard yes- 
terday and to-day, it seems to me, 18 fatal to the 
one which he made last year. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
I know that my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Dover} is very anxious to have an executive 
session to-day for some business which he desires 
to have disposed of. a A 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will dis- 
pose of my motion to adhere to my amendment 
to the Army appropriation bill before going into 
executive session. 

Mr. WELLER. If the Senate is ready to 
take the vote, I will withdraw my motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. is the Senate 
ready for the question on the motion of the Sen- 
ator from Virginia, that the Senate adhere to its 
amendment to the Army appropriation bill? 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. f 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken, 
I wish to say a few words, and I shall not detain 
the Senate long. It has been repeated here a 


number of times that the proviso of the House of | 


Representatives seeks to confer on the President 
of the United States a most extraordinary power 
when it authorizes him -to protect persons and 


It seems to me that these j 


It is a precedent which will hereafter rise up į 


i 


j 


i 


l try. 


| is, authorized and requested to employ so many of the 


; as it does in the Connecticut and the Hudson— 


| sel, or upon any of the ship’s company of any ship or ves- 


J 


! tion to the citizens and commerce’of the United States in 


| use the armed vessels of the country to protect 
| where the sea ebbs and flows. 
| where the tide ebbs and flows are no more under 
| the control of Congress than is the Mississippi 
[ey 


| States, upon the river Missouri, which is a great | 


į so; let me turn upon the Senators on the other į 


property on the national highways, against un- 
lawful searches and seizures. The Senator from | 
Michigan [Mr. Cass] has dwelt upon it to-day, 

and he seems to suppose, as did the Senator from 

Louisiana {Mr, Benyamin} yesterday, that the 

term ‘ national highways,” meant all the public 

roads of the country. Sir, it means no such 

thing. It is a legal term, to be found in repeated 

instances in the statutes of the United States, and 

has a fixed and definite meaning. The term.only 

applies to those highways that are under national 
control. The roads in the States are not under 
the control of Congress; but the Missouri river, 

the Mississippi river, and many other of the large 

rivers of the country, are, by act of Congress, | 
made national highways. Aslong agoas I81lit 

was declared by act of Congress, that “all the 

navigable rivers and waters in the Territories of 

Orleans and Louisiana shall be, and forever re- 

main, public highways.” Again, in the act pre- 

paratory to theadmission of Missouriin the Union, 

it was declared that: 

- *'The Mississippi, and the navigable rivers and waters 

leading into the same, shall be common highways, and for- 

ever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to other 

citizsns of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost, 

or toll therefor, by said State.” 

Any person who looks into the acts of Con- 
gress understands exactly what is meant by 
“c national highways.’ The term does not mean 
the common State and county roads of the coun- 
It is an entire misunderstanding to give the 
term any such meaning. 


Now, sir, I will undertake to show, the Mis- |! 
| souri river being a national highway, that, by 
acts of Congress, as they exist to-day, every | 


power which is sought by this proviso to be con- 
ferred upon the President of the United States, 
in reference to that great national highway, is 
conferred upon the President in regard to the Con- 
necticut river or Hudson river; and I prove this 
by reference to the statutes of the United States. 
By an ‘act to protect the commerce of the United 


States, and punish the crime of piracy,” it is |; 
declared 


“ That the President of the United States be, and hereby 


public armed vessels as, in his judgment, the service may 
require, with suitable instructions to the commanders 
thereof, in protecting the merchant vessels of the United 
States, and their crews, from piratical aggressions and dep- 
redations.”” 

Now, let us see what are piratical aggressions. 
In the third section of an act of Congress passed 
March 15, 1820, it is provided: 


“ Tf any person shall, upon the high seas, or in any open 


roadstead, or in any haven, basin, or bay, or in any river |} 


where the sea ebbs and flows??— 


« commit the crime of robbery in or upon any ship or ves- 


sel, or upon the Pading thereof, such person shall be adjudged 
to be a pirate.” 

This act defines what should constitute a pirate; 
and the act which I previously read prescribes the 
duty of the President in reference to the crime of 
piracy. A subsequent statute, passed December 
20, 1822, declares that 

“The President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to purchase or construct a sufficient number of 
vessels, in addition to those now employed, of such burden 
and construction as he may deem necessary, and to fully 
equip and man the same for immediate service, for the pur- 
pose of repressing piracy, and of affording effectual protec- 


the Gulf of Mexico and the seas and territories adjacent.” 


These several acts of Congress confer upon 
the President of the United States full power to ! 


the commerce of the United States in any river 
Those rivers 


or Missouri river, both of which are declared, 
repeated acts of Congress, to be national 
highways, free to all the citizens of the United 
States. I say, then, that unless all your laws in 
reference to piracy, clothing the President with 
authority to repress it, and protect the vessels of | 
the country, are unconstitutional and void, there 
is nothing unconstitutional in this proviso, so far 
ag it attempts to confer on the President author- 
ity to protect the commerce and the vessels of 
the United States, or the citizens of the United 


national highway. But suppose that were not | 


side the argunient which they have so often used 
here yesterday and to-day; why did they not 
amend this proviso, and strike out this portion 
of it, if it was so very objectionable to them? 
The House of Representatives have been re- 
proached for not amending a bill which was sent 
io them from this body, repealing a portion of 
the laws of Kansas, That was the smallest fea- 
ture ofthe bill. It contained numerous other pro- 
visions. But the question has been asked, if the 
Republicans, or Black Republicans, as they have 
becn called, objected to these laws, why did they 
not concur with the Senate, and repeal them when 
! the Senate sent them a bill accomplishing that 
purpose; and if there were other things in it, 
why did they not strike out the objectionable 
parts, and concur in this provision repealing the 
laws? Let me ask those Senators why they did 
not strike out this clause of the proviso, if it was 
so objectionable to them ? 

Those Senators who charge upon the members 
of the House of Representatives that they desire 
to keep the Kansas laws upon the statute-book 
for political effect in the coming canvass, forget 
that the House of Representatives has sent two 
bills here. It hassenia bill to pacify Kansas by 
admitting her into the Union asa free State under 
the constitution framed at Topeka. Why did 
you not adopt that? Why have I not the same 
right to say to you that you are keeping open the 
i Kansas excitement for the purpose of affecting 
the presidential canvass. The House of Repre- 
sentatives sent to this body another bill providing 
for the settlement of the Kansas difficulties, which 
was said to be objectionable. Why, then, did you 
not amend it? The only amendment which was 
made by the Senate to the bill to admit Kansas 
into the Union as a State, was to substitute for it 
the bill which the Senate had before sent down 
to the House. I say, then, it il] becomes Senators 
to charge that the House is unwilling to settle 
this question when it has passed two bills for that 
purpose; and they themselves are in as great 
fault as they charge on the House. 

But, sir, | rose principally for the purpose of 
alluding to the ground which has béen assumed 
to-day by the Senator from Virginia, the .chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, and by the 
Senator from Louisiana yesterday, that the utmost 
limit to which they could go in reference to the 
Kansas legislation, was to declare null and void, 
or to repeal, the unconstitutional laws; and the 
Senator from Louisiana went so far as to say 
that Congress had no power to repeal a statute 
lof Kansas legislation, and that it could only 


| repeal laws of its own enactment! Now, | under- 
take to prove, and I will demonstrate so clearly 
that there shall be no escape from it, that those 
very Senators have themselves, at this session, 
assumed a different position. I believe that 
both of them voted for the bill which was passed 
by the Senate “to authorize the people of the 
Territory of Kansas to form a constitution and 
State government, preparatory to the admission 
of said State into the Union,” originally intro- 
duced by the Senator from Georgia, (Mr.Toomns,] 
amended somewhat by the Committee on Terri- 
tories, and passed by this body and sent to the 
other House. J will undertake to demonstrate 
that the majority of this body, who seek now to 
shelter themselves behind the position that they 
have no authority to repeal the laws of Kansas, 
have voted to repeal and annul laws which no 
one pretendsare unconstitutional. Theeighteenth 
section of that bill provides: 

‘No law shall be made, or have force or effect in said 
Territory, which shall require a test oath, or oath to sup- 
port any act of Congress or other legislative act, as a quali- 
į fication for any civil office or public trust.” 

Now, I should like to inquire, where the clause 
is to be found in the Constitution of the United 


ii States which prohibits the Territorial Legislature 


lof Kansas from passing a law requiring an oath 
| to support an act of Congress, or other public act 
las a preliminary to holding office. There is no 
| such provision. No pretense can be found upon 
‘which to hang an argument to show that any 
| clause exists in the Constitution of the United 
| States forbidding the Legislature of Kansas from 
| passing a law requiring a person elected to office 
to swear to support some particular statute, either 
of Congress, or of the Territorial Legislature. So 
far from it, there was conferred upon the Terri- 
| torial Legislature of Kansas authority to legislate 


i 
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ùpon all rightful subjects, and this is a subject | 
which they had authority to legislate upon. Such | 
provisions are made in the States of the Union || 
every day. There is no objection to requiring a 
person to swear to support a particular act when 
he is appointed an. officer to execute it. Even the 
commissioners to lay out our highways in the 
States of the Union, before they enter on the dis- |; 
charge of their duties, také an oath to lay out the 
road:in accordance with the act under which they 
are appointed, and to conform their action to it. | 
Does anybody suppose that to be unconstitu- | 
tional? You have declared in your bill, that no} 
person shall be required, as a qualification for any || 
office or public trust, to take an oath to support || 
any Jaw. I say the Constitution of the United | 
States contains no such inhibition, and there is 
a great propriety in requiring a person to swear | 
to support a law which he is called upon to 
administer. 

This section goes further, and provides that no 
such oath shall be required ‘for any employ- || 
ment or profession.’? There is an act of the |, 
Kansas Legislature requiring an attorney to swear | 
to support the fugitive slave law, and the Kan- || 
sas-Nebraska act. I deny that there is anything 
unconstitutional in those provisions. An oath 
administered to an attorney that he shall support j; 
the Constitution of the United States, and faith- į 
fully demean himself as an attorney according to || 
the laws of Kansas, is not an unconstitutional 
oath; it is a valid oath and a proper oath to be 
administered, if the laws of Kansas Territory 
were proper laws enacted by competent authority, 

The section goes still further, and provides that} 
no test oath shall be required ‘to serve asa juror | 
or vete at an election;”? and that no law shall be: 
enforced in that Territory, “ which shall impose | 
any tax upon, or condition to, the exercise of | 
the right of suilrage by any qualified voter.” 
Now, let us see what the Kansas-Nebraska act 
declares. After prescribing the qualifications 
of volers, the twenty-third section of that act 

rovides “the qualifications of voters, and of 
holding office at all subsequent elections shall be 
such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative 
Assembly.” Here express authority was given 
to the Legislative Assembly to prescribe the qual- 
ifications of voters in so many words, with one | 
limitation, which is, that they mist be citizens |i 
of the United States, or have declared their in- |} 


1 
4 
[i 
{ 
t 
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| next, or which prohibited them from requiring 


| pos 


| such a bill as this, to say that you adhere to the 


| absurdity, as it has been pronounced to-day, and 


| very seldom that I have used words with the in- 


tention to become such. There is expressly 
conferred on the Legislature authority to pre 
scribe the qualifications of voters. Is there any- |! 
thing unconstitutional in that? 

I should like some of these Senators who say 
that the furthest limit to which they can go is to | 
vote ta repeal a law which is unconstitutional, | 
and that they cannot vote to repeal any law which | 

-is unconstitutional, to tell me how they voted for i| 
this clause which declares that no law shall have |j 
force in the ‘Territory which shall require the 
prepayment of a tax as a qualification to vote? | 
There is nothing unconstitutional in requiring a 
man to pay a tax as a qualification to the exer- 
cise of the right of suffrage. It was formerly re- 
quired in many of the States, and very possibly 
may bè now insome of them. Although there is 
a law of the Kansas Legislature requiring the 
payment of the tax as a qualification for voting, 
you, by a bill passed in this body, have declared 
that that act shall have no force or validity. 

Now, what becomes of the pretense which is 
here set up that Congress cannot pass any law to | 
repeal an enactment of the Territorial Legislature 
unless it be unconstitutional? I have not ye 
done with this bill, 


I desire to allude to another ` 
clause of it, although one clause is as good as aij 
thousand; oue establishes the principle. The bill: 
which you have passed is full of provisions annul 
ling and repealing the acts of the Territorial Le 
gislature. ‘he Territorial Legislature providet 
for an election in October next for members of 
the Legislature, and Delegate to Congress, and 
also for submitting to the people at that time to | 
determine by their votes whether or not they. 
would have a convention to form a constitution | 
and State government. All this was provided |, 
for by the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, | 
which enacted all the machinery necessary to |! 
carry it into effect. Was there anything uncon- +) 
siltutional in this? IT should like to have the dis- |! 
tinguished Senator from Louisiana, who is an !! 
astute lawyer, and understands it well, to tell me |] 


| whom we represent in this body. 


ii individuals; fervor and passion may run across 


‘furnishing to this body funds of wisdom and 


what clause of the Constitution of the United 
States prohibited the Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas from providing foran election in October 


the payment of a tax as a qualification to vote? 
What does your bill declare? “To avoid all 
conflict in the execution of this act, all otherelec- 
tions in said Territory are hereby postponed until 
such time as said convention shall appoint.” No 
election is to be held in October as the Territorial 
Legislature had provided—that Legislature upon 
which you had undertaken to confer the right 
of legislation upon all rightful subjects. You 
tpone that election; you annul that action of 
the Tegislature. 
I say it is idle for you, after having supported 


doctrine of sovercignty in the Territory. The 
position originally was an erroneous one; but it 
was attempted to be maintained, on the passage 
of the Nebraska bill, that that act conferred the 
right of sovereignty on the people of the Terri- 
tories. It was, on examination, found to be an 


now, when we see its practical workings, the very 
Senators, who are still adhering to that confused 
notion of sovereignty ina Territory, areinvolving 
themselves in difficulty all the time, and they 
themselves, while professing to adhere to this 
doctrine, have gone into the ‘Territory, and abol- 
ished laws of the Legislature which they say was 
legal, and laws, too, not in conflict with the Con- 
stitution of the United States or any of its pro- 
visions. I rose Prmeipally for the purpose of 
showing that those who passed this bill have 
abandoned the ground, that Congress has no right 
to repeal any laws of a Territorial] Legislature 
but those which are manifestly unconstitutional, 


Mr. PUGH addressed the Senate at some j| ; 
| terpose her soothing and benefiicent influences 


length. Elis speech will be published elsewhere— 
see the Index. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. Sewarp] has misunder- 
stood me, as I learn from his remarks, so far as 
to impute to me disrespectfuLor reproachful words 


applicd to some of the northern States. Mr. 
President, I have been here a long time. Itis 


tention of personal offense. When I do so I en- 
deavor to make my purpose unequivocal and 
certain. But, sir, a disrespectful word of a State 
of this Union I never spoke in my life on this 
floor. Inever intended any disrespect or reproach 
to a State. Ilook upon them as the sovereigns 
I never have 
allowed to escape my lips one word of reproach 
on them. Did I to-day? No. Did I to the 
North? DidI to Massachusetts? No. I spoke 
of partics—of a portion of her people. Evena 
State may have its moments of weakness, just as 


the public councils, and distract the ordinary 
course of her wisdom just as they do in individ- 
ual life. I did noteven speak of those with dis- 
respect, nor hold myself at liberty to apply re- 
proach, [look for the most glorious resurrection. 
As I said to-day, I hope to see old Massachusetts 
yet herself. I do not condemn her. [alluded to 
the passion, the fanaticism, and the feeling of the 
moment. It will pass away everywhere; and we 
shall see her great name again ascending to the 
skies, and resuming her place in this Union to be 
what she was at the time of the formation of the 
Constitution, and Jong, long years afterwards— 
patriotism in the men she sent here. So it will 
be. 

My friend from Pennsylvania might as well 
suppose that I intended by my remarks to impute 
anything to Pennsylvania. Not at all. She may 
have within her borders the same political dis- 
ase, but [look to her with an abiding confidence. 
I reproach her not. I look to those very States 
to sce the evil which is now sleeping over them | 
and endangering the whole land; and I can fancy | 
old Pennsylvania seated, with her iron crown, | 


| 
i 
i 
1 
| 
if 
li 


upon the top of her lofty mountains, and staying |; 


this wave of desolation and civil warfare that | 
would spread over the land. There is the place 
for her to stand, and that isthe majestic part for 


her to act. What is a portion of her people and a į; 


Going into a national contest for the election of 


portion of our whole countrymen doing now? | 
! 
i 


a Chief Magistrate; and what are the issues? 


! of the mighty contest. 


ia more conciliatory view of this subject. 
| must be a question among us, it ought to be put 


| think for themselves. 


How does this very term seem to dwindle down 
and diminish the majesty of the great national 
question which we are called on to decide, by call- 
ing it a little issue in which we are to plead and 
counterplead, and reply, and rejoin, and surre- 
join, and rebut, and demur until the people have 
‘Jost all confidence in the great motives on which 
weareto act! Patriotism sinks down into the 
little miserable scramble of an election. Ido not 
want to see any such thing, sir. It isa great 
national question to be decided, and howare you 
going into this contest—how? ‘Slavery’? and 
“ anti-slavery ” are the watchwords that lead on 
the American people —‘‘ nigger-worshipers,”’ 
as one side are called, and a term of reproach is 
applied to the other side. These are the sounds 
Does not every Ameri- 
can heart sink—-every sentiment of pride that be~- 
longs to us almost perish away when a great 
national contest is to be conducted under such 
auspices and with such arguments? What is 
there in them that is American?) What is there 
that swells the heart? What is there of patriot- 
ism inthem all? We seem like aget of mere 
factionists, striving and scrambling for office and 
emolument. That is the condition and these the 
sort of issues that are now attempted to be made 
up. 
Sir, it is time that we laid aside these feelings. [t 
is time that our fellow-citizens North pou take 
f this 


low down; all the better feelings ought to be em- 


| ployed. We have fallen, and are falling rapidly 
| under these issues, into mere sectionalism, and 
into those dangers to which I have alluded. That 


scems to be the tendency ‘of things. It is frora 
that I implore the same Providence whith has so 
long and so often protected this country, to in- 


here. I look to the North, and I look to the 
South; I look to them all as my countrymen. 
Those who have been led astray, or shall be 
tempted to be led astray, I hope will consider and 
Is this all that, as Ameri- 
can citizens, is left to us, to think of the question 
of slavery and anti-slavery with all the oppro- 
brious terms ased on the one side and the other? 
Is it not time, gentlemen, that instead of seeking 
tq get up these issues we should seck to put them 
down? The assault unquestionably in this case, 
or the men who lead it on, comes from the North. 
Wave I nota right to invoke them? Cannot E 
speak plainly to them, as a fellow-citizen with 

out having disrespect or reproach imputed to me 
as intended by me to be cast upon them? I hope 
Imay. Who%dn all that we bave heard here— 
who of their representatives in the midst of this 
threatening strife, has been heard to say to his 


| brethren of the North, ‘ Be reconciled to your 


brethren 2??? What language of that sort has been 
held by those who have addressed us on this 
subject? We have heard nothing of the kind. 
Sir, I have gone beyond my purpose, which 
was simply to say to the honorable Senator from 
New York, that, if he understood me as casting, 


| or intending to cast, any sort of reproach ou any 


State of this Union, he misunderstood me. I did 
not intend any such thing. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
feel that, under the circumstances, I ought not to 
trespass on the Senate at this time in extended 


remarks, but the occasion is so great and so exi- 


: gent, that I will move that the Senate adjourn; 


and I shall ask leave to-morrow to submit a few 
remarks, I say now, that I entertain the apin- 


lions I first expressed on the question at the meet- 


ing of the present Congress. I will sit here until 
December, or the 4th of March if need be, until 
we settle this question. s 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the motion to adjourn 
will be withdrawn. It is necessary to have an 
executive session. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Ihave no objection 
to yiclding to an executive session. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 


; lowing enrolled bill and resolution: 


An act to supply an omission in the enrollment 
of a certain act; and 

A joint resolution authorizing the purchase and 
restoration to the British Government of the ship 


; Resolute, late of the British Navy. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, August 28, 1856. 
The House met at ten o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
1. a ine wy agi 
the standing committees of the House. 


BRITISH SHIP RESOLUTE, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, there is upon 
the Speaker’s table a resolution from the Senate 
authorizing the restoration to the British service 
of the ship Resolute, which was lost in the Arctic 
seas while searching for the survivors of Sir John 
Franklin’s party, recovered and brought home 
by some of our own people. I notice that the 
English papers are complimenting us for our lib- 
erality; and I hope, therefore, that there will be 
no objection to what I now propose, and that is, 
that the resolution be taken up and put on its 
passage. The House is thin; and it may be well 
that we should act on this before going into the 
important question before the House. 

Several Members. Whatis the title of the res- 
olution ? 

Mr, CLINGMAN,. It is a resolution cf the 
Senate (No. 22) authorizing the purchase and 
restoration to the British Government of the 
ship Resolute, late of the British Navy. 

Mr. JONES; of Tennessee, Mr. Speaker, I 
will not interpose any objection to taking up the 
resolution and putting it on its passage; yet I 
must say that I cannot vote for it, for the reason 
that I am not satisficd we have any power to 
purchase ships to give them away. 

The joint resolution was taken up, and re- 
ceived its several readings. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the resolution. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

T ion was passed. 


he resoluti 
Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motign was agreed to. 

INDIAN TREATIES. |. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, if there be no 
objection, I move that the House take up and 
pass the appropriation bill from the Senate, in 
order that the provisions of a recent treaty with 
certain Indian tribes may be carried into effect. 
itis important that the bill should be passed at 
this time, for on its passage depends the removal 
of certain Indians from the State of Florida. ‘The 
bill isin strict conformity with a treaty which 
has been lately ratified, and is now the law of) 
the land. I trust there will be no objection to 
what I propose. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object to everything 
except the Army appropriation bill. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |, 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses on the Army appropri- 
ation bill have met, and, after full and free con- 
ference, have been unable to agree. The dif- 
culty, as is well Known, grows out of the condi- |; 
tion of affairs ip Kansas Territory. The House |: 
has heretofore adhered to its proviso, that no į: 
vortion of the money to be appropriated by the 
bal shail be used for the enforeement of the enaci- | 
men's of the bodies which claimed to be the i: 
Legislative Assembly of Kansas. The Senate |, 

| 

| 

| 


i 


have thus far declined to yield anything on this | 
point, in connection with this bill. Tam fully | 
satisfied that the two Houses will not be able to 
agree to any proposition attached to ihis Ariny 
bill which will tend to free the Territory of 


P 


i 
H 


| ions, yet that bill came back loaded with inde 


| pe 


lan appendage to the Army approp 


_ has p 
now, or soon will be, prepared to declari 


U a fact, that in every case in which the Senate have | 
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Kansas from the difficulties which now afilict its 
people. | 

It would not be profitable — perhaps it would |! 
not be proper, to go into any details of the cir- || 
cumstances connected with the conference of last | 
evening. I have only to say for myself, that I|; 
entered into it full of hope that something might |! 
be yielded by both sides which would bring the | 
two Houses together, enable us to pass the bill, |; 
and return to our homes. -I left the conference |! 
satisfied that such hope was vain. Isubmitted to 
the conferees for consideration this naked propo- | 
sition: 

“ Provided, however, That no part of the military force i 
of the United States, for the support of which appropria- i 
tions are made by this act, shall be employed in aid of the |! 
enforcement of any enactment of the bodies claiming to be |! 
the ‘Territorial Legislature of Kansas.” i 

It will be seen that the subsequent portion of || 
the proviso adopted, insisted upon, and finally 
adhered to, by the House, requiring the President 
to exercise jurisdiction over the national high- 
ways, was omitted. I was willing to yield that | 
much to what scemed to be the scruples of Sen- 
ators in. regard to the constitutionality of that |i 
clause, believing the naked proviso would be all- |! 
sufficient. The committee on the part of the |) 
Senate refused to yield even that much, Of course Ë 
it then became unnecessary to proceed further to | 
consider the merits of other propositions which I | 
desired to submit, which, to some extent, pro- | 

osed independent legislation in reference to the | 

Cansas difficulties. ‘The conference, let me say } 
to the Elouse, failed to agree, because the com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate declined to yield 
to the simple proposition, that no partof the Army 
should be used to enforce those enactments which 
it has been clearly proven, by å commission of 
this Elouse, to the satisfaction, I believe, of-all 
members, are founded in fraud, and therefore 


There was nothing more embraced in its provis- 


ndent legislation, even to the extent of provid- À 
ing for a new contract for carrying the mail from 

the Mississippi river to San Francisco, at an ex- ii 
pense of $500,009 per annum, and of givi 
the mail carriers the rigbt of preémption to one ; 
hundred and sixty acres of land at stations every | 
ten miles on the entire route! Yet, sir, in the | 
face of facts such as this, the Senate now be- . 


comes fastidious about legis on an appro- 


priation bill, and tells this House that it has been : 


as - 


guilty of a great wrong simply in ] 


v 


that the Federal troops shall not be 
purpose of executing laws whiel 


roposed to repeal, and whieh f beh 


a 
E, 
a 


by a separate and independent bul. : 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. {wanta little inform- ; 
ation from the gentleman from Ohio. Is i not: 


attached to an appropriation bill distinct legisla- 
tion, and the House have insisted that they should ; 
take it off, at the hazard of a defeat of the bill, i: 
the Senate have agreed, in committee of confer- , 
ence, to take it off? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
yarious conference committees which have regu- 


I have not been upon the | 


li 


: preented to us. 


| Ka 
; sults upon the true interests of the whole country, 


i vious question. 


LS 
v to: 


entitled t 
mittee, if he desires to do so. 


gentleman. Ao eth 
Mr. COBB. I have understood that such. is 
the fact. ase 


sition to put an end to the Government. 

For one, Mr. Speaker, I never will yield the 
point of non-acquiescence in the validity of those 
laws in the face of the record which has been 
Į am willing to go within the 
bounds of justice and right as far as the furthest 
for the sake of concord, peace, harmony, and 
good fecling betwcen the different sections of this 
country; but, sir, I should be false to myself, false 
to my constituents, and, I believe, false.to my 
God, were I, entertaining the views I have, in 
any way, directly or indirectly, to indorse the 
enactments of the pretended Legislature of 
Kansas. , 

I know, sir, the members of this body are 


! anxious to return to their homes, and none more 


so than I am, yet as long as there is a hope of 
bringing the two Houses to an agreement I am 
willing to remain here. That there is a hope, 


‘through some committee of conference on the 


part of both Houses, which shall have jurisdic- 
tion over all these subjects, I do believe; and be- 
lieving that, and believing that an adjournment 
of this body without giving some remedy, for the 
great troubles which prevail in the Territory. of 

sas, would produce the most disastrous re- 


D 
I shall remain bere ready to actin the discharge - 
of my representative duties, Iwill oppose every 
motion to adjourn until the work for which we 
were sent here is fully accomplished. 

I now move that this House do further adhere 
to its disagreement to the amendment of. the 
Senate; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
[Cries of * No P? * Nol”) 

Mr. STEPHENS. Task the gentleman from 
Ohio to withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Iwill, retaining the floor 
in the mean time. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I wish to know 
whether the gentleman from Ohio has the right 
to yield the floor to the gentleman from Georgia, 
and still retain possession of in? 7 

The SPEAKER, It can only be done by the 


1 object. 

hr. CAMPBELL. Lwill withdraw the demand 
for the previous question, retaining the. floor 
simply toesay, that I discover a disposition upon 
the part of gentlemen 

‘The SPEAKER. The genileman from Ohio 
will suspend for a moment. „There is at prevent 
no question before the House, The genileman 


‘from Ohio is speaking as chairman of the com- 
| mittee of ennference, and in the nature of a report. 


The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Srepuens] is 
submit a report from the same com- 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I propose to arrange this 
matter. | think I observe a disposition to discuss 
the merits of the motion 1 have submitied, that 
the House further adhere. I certainly do not 


“wish-to mazzle any member, On the contrary, I 


do not know but some good may result from a 
discns¢ion of the matter; and I am perfectly will- 
ing to open the door to discussion: and therefore, 


inorder that gentlemen may have a full swing at 


this matter, withdraw the d 


emand for the pre- 
vious question. . 
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Mr. STEPHENS. I do not propose to go into 
any extended discussion of this question Iam 
very anxious that the House should come to a 
vote: I barely wish to say one or two things in 
reply to the gentleman from Ohio who has just 
taken his seat. The gentleman says he will 
nëver consent to acknowledge the validity of the 
laws of the Territorial Legislature of Kansas; 
and that the proviso in his bill simply requires 
that none of-the money appropriated in the bill 
shall be uset for the enforcement of these laws 
until their validity is passed upon by Congress. 
Well, sir, nobody proposes that either he or the 
House shall acknowledge the validity of these 
laws.. And I submitto that gentleman—I submit 
tothe House, that it is not within our legitimate 

ovinee, under the Constitution of the United 

tates, to pass upon the validity of those laws. | 
That is a matter which belongs to the courts. It | 
is our business to pass and repeal laws, and not | 
to judge of them. The law-making, the law- 
judging, and law-executing departments in our 
system are separate and distinct. We have got 
no more right—it is no more a part of our juris- 
diction—to say that no part of this moncy shall 
be used in the enforcement or execution of the 
laws in Kansas, than it is to say that it shall not 
be used for the enforcement of the taws in Ne- 
braska, or in any other Territory or State of the 
United States. The validity of law is a question 
which everywhere, in the States, and in the 
Territories, is for the courts to determine. And | 
the President of the United States cannot call out 
any military force in aid of the execution of any 
law but by the provisions of the act of 1795 or 
that of 1807. And this be cannot do under either, 
until some competent court has passed judicial 
judgment upon the validity of the law. Under 
the act of 1795, he may, under certain circum- | 
stances, call out the militia; and under the act of 


1807, he may, under circumstances stated, call out |; 


the Army of the country; but only in execution 
ofsome court process. The courts must always 
pass upon the validity of the law. The legisla- 
tive, judicial, and executive powers are separate 
and distinct, 

Now, sir, one part of the proviso attached to 
this bill, to say nothing of the other monstrous 
features of it, is to the effect, that none of the 
money shall be expended in aid of the enforce- 
ment of the laws of Kansas until the validity of 
those laws shall have been passed upon by Con- 

“gress — until we usurp judicial functions! Why, 
sir, Congress has got no sach right. ‘his [Louse 


might pass a resolution, or this Congress, rather, || 


might pass a law, declaring all those territorial | 
Jaws invalid; and yet such a declaratory act could 
not affect or control the judgment of courts in 
deciding upon the rights of individuals under 
them. This principle is clearly settled by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case 
of Fletcher and Peck. 

The only proper course to be taken, if the 
validity of these laws is questioned, is to take the 
case, as is provided in the organic act, to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, where all 
laws passed by Congress, or under the authority 
of Congress, are to be passed upon. As the gen- 
tleman in front of me [Mr. Unpenwoop] remarks, | 
Congress might declare the laws to be invalid, 
and yet the Supreme Court be of the opinion 
that they are valid. In the case of Fletcher and 
Peck, the Supreme Court held the law to be valid, 
though the Legislature had declared that it was | 
utterly void—never was valid. The only ques- 
tion is, whether these laws were passed by a: 
properly-constituted law-making body? And; 
whether they were, or not, we have no right to | 
make any declaration as to their validity or inva- 
lidity. If they were properly and constitutionally 
passed, then any declaration upon the part of 
this House, or of Congress, in respect to their 
validity, can have no binding effect; and if not, 
that is a question for the courts to determine. 

Why, sir, Congress might as well undertake | 
to pass upon the validity of an ordinance of thi 
city. They have the power to revoke the power | 
of the corporate authorities of the city to pass || 
laws—they have the power to deprive them of all i 
municipal legislative functions whatever—but | 
they have no right to declare laws or ordinances 


i 
ł 
: : | 
passed by them, under authority previously con- || 
i 
| 
l 


ferred, invatid; and, sir, I repeat that Congress |; 
has no more constitutional power to pass upon |) 


{I 


| 


i 
i 
| 


the validity of the laws of Kansas than they have 
to pass upon the validity of existing ordinances 
of this city. | 

In regard to the remark of the gentleman from | 
Ohio, that he submitted to the committee of con- 
ference the simple proposition, that no part of the 
money should be used in aid of the execution of 
the laws of Kansas, | have this to say 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think the gentleman mis- 
understood me.. I stated that I first submitted 
the proposition the gentleman refers to as a part 
of the entire proposition I had to submit, and 
that having failed, I did not deem it necessary to 
proceed further. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Very well; the gentleman 
asked the committee to consider what he an- 
nounced was only a part of the proposition he had 
to submit. If thathad been acceded to, it was clear 
that it would not have adjusted the difficulty. The 
gentleman would not submit it unless coupled 
with the remainder of his proposition, which was 
not stated. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I submitted itas an inde- 
pendent proposition, the others having no direct 
connection with it; and the reason why the re- 
mainder of the proposition was not submitted 
was, because the Senate committee having refused 
to accede to the first part of it, it would have 
been a waste of time to have proceeded further. 

Mr. STEPHENS. As the gentleman refers 
to what occurred in committee, I will say, that I 
understood him very distinctly to submit a prop- 
osition to the committee, which, if the Senate 
committee acceded to, was only a part of his 
proposition, only a part of something else which 
was kept back. 

Now, in regard to the remark of the gentle- 
man, that the Senate have attached matters of in- 
dependent legislation to other appropriation bills: 
as was remarked by the gentleman from Alabama, 
(Mr. Conz,] the Senate have never, since f have 
been in Congress, made a point upon the House 
upon any such amendments, when we have in- 
sisted upon striking them out. It is true, that 
legislation outside of the legitimate sphere of ap- | 
propriation bills has frequently been incorporated 
in such bills when no objection has been made; 
but if objection has been made, the Senate have 
never assumed the attitude of stopping. the 
wheels of Government; unless their amendments 
of this character were agreed to by the House. | 

I submit, in conclusion, that if gentlemen want 
to legislate for Kansas, or if they wish to usurp 
the power of passing upon the validity of exist- 
ing laws there, they should do it in a separate 
bill, and notassume the position of striking down 


the Army, and arresting the operations of Gov- 
ernment, unless their wishes are incorporated 
improperly in this appropriation bill, The duty 
and obligation resting upon us to make the ap- 
propriations to meet current liabilities under ex- 
isting laws, all admit. The Senate is willing to 
discharge this duty. Let us discharge our duty 
on this point on which we are all agreed, and 
leave other matters to their proper course. 

But, sir, I said that I would not detain the 
House with an argument. 1 move that the House 
recede from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the Senate, and ask the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, Mr. SIM- 
MONS, and others, appealed to Mr. STEPHENS 
to withdraw the demand. {Loud cries of ** No !”’ 
“Not”? © Do not withdraw!’’] ; 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. It seems to me, that 
the committee of conference, in insisting upon 
the previous question, after having themselves 
spoken, assume a rather curious position. 

Mr. ORR. Is debate in order? If not, I ob- 
ject to it. ` 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the call for the previous question, inas- 
much as it was withdrawn for his benefit. 1 wish 
to make a very few remarks upon the question. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I do not withdraw the 
call. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

The question now being first upon the motion 
to recede, 

Mr. EDIE demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Steruens’s 


| 


motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
97, nays 100; as follows; 
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| Bradshaw; Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 


coffer—97. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, ii 


ews 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Conr- 
ins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durie, Edie, 
Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughstoa, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Kii- 
tian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nor- 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranaban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C- 
Washburne, Ettihu B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, anl Woodworth—100. 


So the House refused to recede. 


Pending the above call, 

Mr. BOCOCK stated that his colleague, Mr. 
KivweLL, had paired off with Mr. Purviance— 
both being unwell, and unable to attend the sit- 
ting of the House. 

Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Brooks. 

Mr. BENSON said: Mr. Speaker, I have re- 
ceived a letter from my colleague, [Mr. Prrry,} 
desiring me to say that he had paired off with 
Mr. Buryerr. i 

Mr. BURNETT. Itis true that Mr. Perry and 
myself paired off on the way from here, in case 
there should be an extra session—neither’ of us 
knowing at_that time that there would be one. 
On leaving Columbus, Mr. Carnutuers, who had 
paired off with Mr. Surman, and was to be sub- 
stituted only for some one present, gave me a 
memorandum of power when I returned here— 
Mr. Swerman and myself being present—to pair 
him off with Mr. Perry. 1 informed Mr, Bex- 
son of this fact. 

Mr. BENSON. I made the announcement at 
the request of my colleague, supposing that the 
gentleman from Kentucky would make the state- 
ment to the House that he has just now made. 

[Cries of ‘“ All right.’’] * 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL stated that Mr. VALK, 

who was unwell, and unable to attend, had paired 
off with his colleague, Mr. Bavarp CLARKE, and 
would probably not be present again this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. BRANCH stated that he had received a 
letter from his colleague, Mr. Reang, in which 
that gentleman informs him that he has been pre- 
vented by ill health from taking his seat during 
the. present session. 

Mr. BARCLAY stated that if he had been 
resent when his name was called he should 
jave voted ‘*no.’? 

The question recurred on the motion that the 
House do further adhere to its disagreement to 
the Senate amendment; and being taken, it was 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 97; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bilinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Darrell, Timothy 
Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagicr, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Keisey, King, Knapp, Knight, Know! 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tra:tou, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader ©. 
Washburne, Elihu B. Washbume, Israel] Washbum, 


Weich, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—101. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 


S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 


nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 
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Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdeil, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Florence, ‘fhomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, J. 
Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L, Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindfey, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,Orr, Packer, 
Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
pliens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Walker, Warner, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—97. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to recon- 
sider the vote just taken, and also move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Idemand the yeas and 
nays on the latter motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was t#ken; and it was decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 94; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Biltinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie. Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil- 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Hor- 
ton, Howard, Huglston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Me- 
Carty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranaban, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 

JAYS —Mesers. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S Bennett, Bocack, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ethott, Etheridge, Eustis, 

Paulkuer, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
ifarris, Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W., Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindicy, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mce- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William: R. Smith, 
Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, 
Cuderwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zolli- 
cofter—94. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, stated that his col- | 
league, Mr. ENGLISH, Was detained at home by | 
reason of severe sickness in his family. 


HEIRS OF GENERAL ST. CLAIR. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The House knows 
that for the last five months my whole time has 
been devoted to the public business. Since the | 
opening of this Congress I have not asked the 
Llouse to pass a single private bill. Therefore I | 
trust that there will be no objection to what l am 
now about to ask. There is on the Private Cal- 
endar a bill for the relicf of some very meritorious 
constituents of mine. It has passed the Senate. 
It is for the relief of the heirs of Major General 
‘Arthur St. Clair. I ask that that bill be brought 
before the House, and put on its passage. 

Mr. LETCHER. The Army appropriation 
bill is more important than all others, and I 
object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 

entleman from Virginia, 
rthur St. Clairwas a distinguished officer of 
the Revolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to debate. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. I move that when 
the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to mecton 
Monday next. 

The question w 
disagreed to. 

Mr. HICKMAN. 
now adjourn. 

DELAY IN THE FOLDING ROOM. 


Mr. NICHOLS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion until I can submit a report | 
from the Committee on Printing on a matter re- 
ferred to that committec yesterday. 


I desire to state to the 


as taken, and the motion was 


I move that the House do | 


that Major General || 


Mr. HICKMAN. I withdraw thé motion for 
that purpose. 
Mr. NICHOLS. Yesterday the House re- 


‘to inquire into thë cause of the delay in envelop- 
ing and folding documents in the folding room of 


gated the matter and ascertained that the cause 
of the delay was the exhaustion of the wrapping- 
paper, and that the Committee on Accounts have 
taken action to remedy the evil. Iam therefore 
directed to report back the resolution, and move 
that it be laid upon the table, turther action on 
the part of the committee being deemed unneces- 


sary. 
he resolution was laid on the table. 
ERROR IN ENROLLMENT. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to move 
the passage of a bill from the Senate, which cor- 
rects an error made in the enrollment of a bill 
passed at the last session. Two paragraphs, 


inadvertently omitted; and 1 hope there will be 
no objection to correcting the mistake. The 
House has already agreed to the passage of 
private bills which were lost amid the confusion 
of the last hours of the last session, The mis- 


on Enrolled Bills, and unless it be now corrected 

the committee may be unjustly reflected on. 
The House knows that the Committee on En- 

rolled Bills have doncall they could to perfect their 


that the bill may be reported. 


two several clauses—one making an appropria- 
tion of $86,000 for comp ening the marine hospital 
at Cincinnati, and another making an appropria- 
tion of $13,401 30 for improving the battery, 
Washington street, and the road-way around the 
-custom-house at San Francisco—were omitted in 
the enrollment of the bill making appropriations 
for certain civil expenses of the Government, for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857, appro- 
priates the sums above mentioned forthe purposes 
aforesaid. 7 

Mr. HICKMAN. I object to taking up that 
bill, and I move that the House take a recess until 
two o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order only 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I want to make one remark. 
I again appeal to members of the House, and I 
hope they will bear w 


ith me, while I ask them to 
reflect for a moment apon the diligence used by 
the members of that committec. 

within the last eight bours of the session forty 
bills were passed. They know that within that 
time also, the subject of the disagreement of the 
two Houses was brought up, and within that 


ported by the c 
with those two items in it; but by mistake, in the 
hurry and confusion of the moment, they were 
omitted in the enrollment of the bill. Now, I 
appeal to my friend from Pennsylvania, and to 
every gentleman in the House, to allow the bill 


to correct the mistake, to be taken up and 


to say to my colleague [Mr. Hickman] that I 
was the chairman of the committee af conference 
on that bill, and that we did report to agree to 
those two amendments of the Senate, but they 
were omitted in the enrollment in the hurry of the 
moment. Itis clearly a clerical mistake, and I 
| hope my colleague will withdraw his objection, 
and allow the bill to correct the error to pass. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. EUSTIS. I renew the objection. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I would say to the gentle- 
| man from Louisiana that, by that_objection, he 
| indorses a reflection upon my diligence, and I 
| know he does not desire to do that. 
will withdraw it. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I would say to the 


items should pass; an I 
we should pass the bill as 1t was agree 
the committee of conference to the two 

Mr. EUSTIS. Idonotu 


d upon by 


ouses. 


ferred to the Committee orfPrinting a resolution | 


the House, and to report by resolution or other- | 
wise. The committee have accordingly investi | 


which had been agreed to by both Houses, were | 


take in the bill may be ascribed to the Committee | 


bills, and I hope gentlemen will not object. Task | 


The bill, which was read, after reciting that | 


They know that, | 


lime all these :bills had 1o ee waa a | Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 move that 


passed. . vit 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I desire | 


I hope he | 


gentleman from Louisiana that it was a part of | 


| the contract between the two Houses, the 
d good faith requires that || 


that those | 


nderstand the science | 


of these agreements of the two Houses, as I have 
seen them carried out’ in several instances here. 
I do not desire to commit a breach of good faith, 
or take any advantage at all; but until this Army 
1, bill is passed—and this House is bound to pass 
i! it—I shall object: 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. I rise to 
a point of order, The objection of the gentleman 
| from Louisiana came too iate. ‘The only: gentle- 
man — objected was my colleague, [Mr. Hier- 
MAN. i 
_ The SPEAKER. `The gentleman from Louis- 
iana objected in time. ey 

Mr. EUSTIS. Representations which have 
been made to me by fds upon all sides induce 
! me to withdraw-my objection. 

No further objection being made, the bill was 
ordered to be read a third time; and having been 
read a third time, it was passed. 
| „Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
i also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


RECESS. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I now move that the House 
take a recess until one o’clock. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

| House adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was put upon Mr. Hicusan’s 

| motion; and it wos agreed to. 

1 The House accordingly (at twelve o’clock, m } 

|| took a recess until one o'clock. y 
The House reassembled at one o’clock, in pur- 

suance of its previous order. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill and resolu- 
i| tion of the following titles; when the Speaker 
signed the same: 

An act (S. No. 463) to supply an omission in 
the enrollment of a certain bill; and 

A resolution (S. R. No. 22) authorizing the 
purchase and restoration to the British Govern» 
ment of the ship Resolute, late of the British 
Navy. 


I move that-the 


i 
it 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


| A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, informing the 
| House that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. 
465) fixing the times of holding, in the State of 
Delaware, the election of a Representative in the 
Congress of the United States; in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Iask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table the bill just sent from the Senate, in order 
that it may be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. LETCHER. 


I object to taking it up. 


the House take a recess until half past two. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I object to it; and ask that 
| the House proceed to the ordinary business of 
Congress. 


| TheSPEAKER. The motion is not in order; 


objection being made. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I move that when 
the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Mon- 


|i day next. 


| Mr. ETHERIDGE. I demand the yeas and 
| nays upon that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. i i 
| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
į the negative—yeas 26, nays 147; as follows: 


| YEAS — Messrs. Barclay, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
| Ezra Clark, Colfax, Cragin, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Durfee, Howard, Alexander K. Marshall, Millward, Mor- 
gan, Pennington, Ritchie, Savage, Sherman, Spinner, Stan- 
ton, Tappan, Thoringion, Waldron, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Welch, and Wood—26. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley S. Bennett, Ben- 
|} son, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, 
Buffiinton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Claw- 
l son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Emrie, 
| Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Thomas d. 
Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Har- 
Thomas R. Horton, 
Kelley, 


| D. Fulier, Giddings, 
Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison 
rison, Haven, Hoffman, Holloway, i 
Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
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Knapp, Knight, Kuo 


Sees i j 
witon, Knox, Kunkel, Tare 
Leiter, Letcher, Lunipkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samagi S. Marshall, Matteson, MeMullin, MeQueen, Kil- 
Jian Miller, Smith Miller, Milson, Morrill, Moit, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew, Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, 
Peek; Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Powell, gngle, Quitman, Ri- 
cand, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, San- 
didge, Sapp, Scott, Shorter, Simmons; Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 
ait, Stranahan, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, ‘Todd, Tratton, 
Underwood, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, 
Warner, Cadwalader ©. Washbume, Wells, Wheeler, 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, aud Zollicoffer—147. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. McMULLIN stated that Mr. ELLIOTT had 
left the Hall on account of indispositioh. 

Mr. QUITMAN, I move that the House do 
now adjourn. | 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take a recess until three 
o’clock. è 

Mr. WALKER. Tobject. , 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I hope we shall 
not adjourn until we ascertain whether the Senate 
will agree to our proposition to adjourn sine die at 
three o'clock to-day. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. QUITMAN withdrew the motion. ` 

Mr. COBB asked unanimous consent to take a 
recess until half past two o'clock. 

Mr. WALKER. objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. KUNKEL demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew the motion. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Coss, by unani- 
mous consent, (at twenty-two minutes past one 


Kelsey, 


o'clock.) the House took a recess until half past |; 


two o’clock, p, m. 


The House again reassembled at half past two 
o’clock. 

Mr. WALKER moved that there be a call of 
the House. 

Mr. WHEELER moved that the Fouse ad- 
Journ, 

Mr. BARCLAY moved that when the House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. STEPHENS demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the hitter motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 27, nays 154, as follows: 

VEAS — Messrs. Barclay, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, | 
Ezra Clark, Colfax, Henry Winter Davis, De Witt, Durtec, 
Edie, Burie, Hagler, Grow, Howard, Lake, Aicxander I, 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Pelton, Pennington, Ritebie, 
s Spinner, Stanion, ‘Chorington, Waldron, Bihu 
burne, and Wood—27, 
s. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Ball, 
ale, Henry Bennett, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Benson, Bingham, Bocock, Boyer, Branch, Brenton, Buf- 
fintou, Burnett, Cadwiader, James U. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chafee, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Covode, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Crawtord, Cullen, Cumback, 
Pawmrell, Davidson, ‘Pimothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Hdinundson, Bdwards, 
Bthieridge, Evans, Fawkner, Morenes, Thomas J. D. Ful 


Barbour, Bar 


ler, Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Gras Greenwood, 
Harlan, J. Morrison tar Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
B. Harris, Harrison, kan, Hofman, Holoway, j 
Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 


J. Glaney Jones, Ketly, Keise 
Knox, Kunkel Lei 
8. Afarshall, Matteson, xwell, Me€ MeMutlin, 
McQueen, Killan Milter, Rmith Miller, Miltson, Morenn, | 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norion, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai | 
Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phalps, Pike, Porter, 
Powel), Pringle, Quimman, Kieand, Rivers, Robbins, Rob- 
erts, Rudin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Seott, 
Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Willian 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Stranahan, ‘Talbott, Pappan, ‘faylor, Thurston, ‘Codd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Vaud, Wade, Wakeman, 
Waibridge, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, | 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Wells, Whitney, Williams, ! 
Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John | 


oy, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, 
Mace, Samuel 


V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—354. i 


So the House refused to adjourn over until 
Monday. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. CARLILE stated, that if he had been 
within the bar when his name was called, hej 
shouid have voted “no.” 

Mr. WALKER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to adjourn until 
Monday next, and on that motion demanded the | 
yeas and nays. : ut 


| mit 


| remarks on the resolution of the Senator from 


i Washburne—44. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. Is it in order to move that 
there be a call of the House? s 

The SPEAKER. @ Thag motion is already 
pending; but there are two motions which take | 
precedence. : i i 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Alabama will withdraw his motion; 
and allow me to have taken upa bill which, I 
suppose, the House may pass in half an hour. 
I mean the ‘bill reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means for revising the tariff. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr. ORR. I rise to a question. of order. I 
submit that the motion to reconsider is not in 
order,yfor the reason, that the motion to adjourn 
over may be repeated as often as any member 

choose to repeat it. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn over į 
having been this moment negatived, it is not | 
competent for the gentleman from Alabama to 
renew the motion. ‘The Chair, therefore, decides 
that the motion to reconsider is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. f 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 114, nays 44; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, 
Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, James I. Campbell, Carlile, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Comins, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cum- 
back, Daniretl, Davidson, Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, 
Dodd, Ediwandson, Edwards, Etheridge, Faulkner, Mor- 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Goode, Granger, 
Greenwood, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hiekman, Hotiman, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Howard, 
liugbston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, 
Leteher, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCany, 
MeMaltin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miler, Milson, 
Millward, Morrill, Mott, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Powell, Quitman,- 
Ricaud, Robbins, Koberts, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
Sherman, Samuel A. Sinith, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, 
Tappan, ‘Taylor, Timrston, Todd, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, 
Israel Washburn, Weleh, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 
Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, Join V. Wright, and Zol- 
HicotYer--- LL, 

NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Allison, Barclay, Hendley S. 
Bennett, Billinghurst, Bliss, Cadwalader, John P. Camp- 
bell, Lewis Ð. Campbell, Ezra Clark, Colfax, Cragin, De 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
Grow, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, Knapp, Lake, Morgan, 
Norton, Pennington, Pettit, Phetps, Porter, Pringle, Ritehic, 
Sabin, Savage, Seward, Simmons, William R. Smith, Spin- 
ner, Thoringtou, Tyson, Waldron, Walker, and Elihu B. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

‘The question then recurred upon the motion 
that the House adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. I understand that the Senate have 
gone into executive session. I hope the House 
will adjourn. 

'The motion wasagreed to; and thereupon, (at 
ten minutes past three o’clock,) the House ad- 
journed until to-morrow, at twelve o'clock, m, 


IN SENATE. 
Bramay, August 29, 1856: 


Prayer by Rev. Sternen P. Fuur. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved,. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. i 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
before the Senate is the motion of the Senator |! 
from Virginia, [Mr. Hewrun,} that the Senate 
adhere to their amendment to the bill (H.R. No. }: 
153) making -apprepriations for the support of |! 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857, on which the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
bebt] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. HUNTER. Allow me to suggest to the || 
Senator fram Tennessee, that he can deliver his |) 


Delaware, [Mr. Crayrox,] upon which other 
gentlemen have been delivering their views, and 
allow us to send this bill to the House. Weare 
very anxious to get it to the House to-day. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understand that 


the resolution of the Senator from Delaware has 


| 


Senator from Virginia, and to the Senate gëner- | 
lly, that I do not see that there is any particular 


use in taking the question immediately on adher- 
ence, or any demand upon us, in the ordinary 
course of proceeding, to come to a vote upon it 
at once. You will excuse me, therefore, fora few 
words. If I am wrong, I shall submit with the 
greatest cheerfulness to the suggestions of those 
who have considered the subject better. There 
is no danger that the bill can become a law by 
any omission of the Senate to come to a vote of 
adherence. It seems to me that is not the usual 
mode in which one branch of two correlative 
members of a Legislature expects to secure a con- 


ii currence in its sentiments from the other branch. 
If, however, there is any expectation that the 


Senate, by taking a vote now, which will sig- 
nify its determination, may hasten the favorable 
action of the other House on that subject, I shall 
submit. 

Mr. HUNTER. My impression is, that it 
will hasten the sending of a new bill to the Sen- 
ate. I think the Senate ogght now to adhere, to 
show its opinion, so that the House may act 
with a knowledge of its opinion in relation to 
these provisoes. : 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I suggest that the 
Senate has it still in its power to insist, and ask 


| for another conference; and even after an adher- 


ence a conference may be asked, according to 
many precedents „in parliamentary usage, not 
only in England, but I think in this country also. 

Mr. HUNTER. Our joint rule differs from 
the parliamentary law in that respect. The Sen- 
ator is undoubtedly right as to the parliamentary 
Jaw, but, according to our joint rule, a bill is 
dead when each House has adhered. You van- 
not ask for a conference after both Houses have 
adhered. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Suppose the Senate 


! should find that, by reviving this bill at the 


present session, there would be a prospect of the 
House concurring in it without the proviso, 


| should we not by an adherence now lose that 


proviso? Tam not so familiar now as | was at 
one time with the rules of proceeding of the two 
Houses; but it seems to me that, after the two 


| Houses have acted upon any measure, whether 


of greater or less importance, and after confer- 
ences—the usual course of parliamentary pro- 
ceeding in order to secure a concurrence of opin- 
ion—cach House adheres, the bill is lost; and 
then there is another parliamentary law which 
may be interposed, that you cannot revive the 
same bill during the session. I should like to 


| hear what the Senator from Virginia has to say 
| on that point. 


Mr. HUNTER. I will say to the Senate that 
the House of Representatives will find no such 
difficulty, for a very slight alteration in the bill— 


ta mere change of the sum appropriated—would 


make ita new bill, I have no doubt another bill 
willde introduced there as soon as we have acted 
upon this; but until we have acted on this, they 
may not do so. Some may suppose that we may ' 
give way. They want to know our determina- 
tion in regard to this bill before they aet. It 
seems to me, under the circumstances, there can 
bé but one determination, that of adhering. I 
think we had better adhere at onee, and let the 
Louse know our determination, so that they may 
introduce a new bill, or take such other action ag 
they may think proper. Ido not mean to inter- 


| fere with the remarks of the Senator from T'en- 
i nessec, because they can come in upon the reso- 


lution of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
one further inquiry of my friend from Virginia. 
My friend from Louisiana the other day sug- 


: gested an expedient, which f thought was a new 
i move in parliamentary tactics, to take the ques- 
| tion, aud then debate it afterwards. 


His sug- 
gestion was acceded to. Now I understand that 
the motion of my friend from Delaware has been 
disposed of. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe it is still up. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It has been laid 


: upon the table, 


Mr, HUNTER. We can take it up. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The bill of the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crit- 
TENDEN] has not been taken up for cousideration. 
I wish to say now, that when I rose yesterday, 
it was with no view of making what is called, in 
the Senate, a speech, though sometimes I fall 
into the habit of making a speech when I do not - 
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contemplate it. When I rose yesterday, I had 
‘po such view; I meant to express my strong 
opinion and judgment that the Senate ought not 
finally to adjourn in the present condition of this 
bill and of the country. Iam very happy to be 
informed that such appears to be the sentiment 
of the majority of the Senate. : 
= I have no. disposition to detain the Senate from 
a vote. If, in the judgment of gentlemen who 
have considered this matter more than I have, 
the result of adhering now will be to expedite the 
‘concurrence of the two Houses in final action on 
the subject, I shall waive any privilege which I 
may have of saying a few words now, even if 
there was no`question behind this on which I 
could express my opinions. I decline to go into 
the debate on that ground. 

For my own part, however, I doubt whether 
an adherence even now is the proper course. It 
is an expression of settled determination on the 
part of the Senate. 1 was not aware of the strict- 
ness of the rule by which a bill necessarily falls 
when there is an adherence by both Houses; but 
being now informed of it, E am the more strongly 
inclined not to vote for an adherence. I hope I 
shall be excused for not voting for that motion, 
though-I concur mainly in the grounds on which 
the Senate has acted hitherto in regard to the 
danger of the precedent. Now, sir, I trust my 
friend from Virginia will see that I am not dis- 
posed to trespass on the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am very much obliged to 
the Senator. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 

is on the motion of the Senator from irginia, 
that the Senate adhere to its amendment. 

Mr. SEWARD. I repeat—if not necessary 
here, it may be elsewhere—that my colleague 
(Mr. Fisu Tas paired off with the Senator from | 
Alabama, ie Frrzparricn,] and { have paired 


off with the Senator from Georgia, (Mr. 'Toomns.] 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resultcd—yeas 32, nays 6; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bigler, Bright, Brodbcad, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crit 
tenden, Dodge, Donglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, tver- | 
son, Jonnson, Jones of Tennessce, Mason, Pearce, Prait, 
Pagli, Reid, Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
Weller, Wrigbt, and Yulee—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Trum- 
bull, and Wade—6. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to. 
SAN FRANCISCO VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Irise to present a memorial, 
addressed to the Senate of the United States 
through me, for the purpose of asking interven- 
tion. in behalf of the Hon. David S. Terry, one 
of the judges of the supreme court of the State 
of California. It is understood in Texas, from 
which State he emigrated to California, that he is 
ecaliarly and unfortunately circumstanced in the 
Fatter State, owing to the revolutionary move-| 
ments in San Francisco; and his friends in Texas, | 
_ the most respectable eitizens in our community, 
are desirious that the Federal Government should 
interpose in his behalf, as far as it can consistently |; 
with its constitutional functions. It is sufficient 
evidence of the deep and intense interest felt in 
regard to his fate by the citizens of Texas, that 
their Legislature have solemnly memorialized the 
Congress and the Executive of the United States 
to interpose for his liberation. Itis for the Sen- 
até to consider what direction shall be given to 
this memorial. I have discharged my duty. I; 
assure the Senate, that [feel for this gentleman 
_ all the respect due to an honorable man, who was 
an ornament to our community. 
Mr. BROWN. I desire to add to what my 
-friend from Texas has said, as an act of justice 
to an old schoolmate and friend, that, in my opin- 
ion, a more honorable man never breathed the air 
of heaven than David S. Terry. [have known 
him from his infancy; I knew his parents before | 
hiim; I knew all his connections; and, if there is 
spot or blemish on his character anywhere, it has 
escaped the scrutiny of the people among whom 
he was born and reared. a 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What dispo- 
bition does the Senator from Texas propose to 
make of the memorial? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that it be printed, | 
“ Atid referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
“Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Before the memo- 
“tial is disposed ef, I wish to say that I have in 


‘i ble for the consequences. 


my pocket a letter on the subject to which it 
refers, from a respected friend in whom I have 
the greatest confidenge. It is too long to ask for 
its reading to the Senate, and I am not certain 
that that course would be proper; but as the 
question to which it relates is a most momentous 
one, which may soon be presented to the Execu- 
tive, and possibly to Congress, I beg leave to say 
that this gentleman gives to David S. Terry, one 
of the supreme judges of California, precisely 
the character given by this memorial, and by the 
two members who have addressed the Senate. 
He says that Judge Terry is a most estimable 
gentleman, of high principles, respected by all 
his friends and acquaintances, with such a fair 
character that his friends are disposed to go great 
lengths, and almost to sacrifice themselves to 
sustain him. The situation in which he is 
placed has excited the deepest interest for him 
among a large portion of the members of the so- 
called Vigilance Committee, and the community 
generally. 

The writer expresses the opinion, that but for 
the judge’s impulsiveness, a feature of his charac- 
ter which his friends have never, or at least very 
seldom, been able to control—that committee 
would have been dissolved before this letter was 
written. The writer takes the deepest interest 
in his preservation. He says, and adduces facts 
and circumstances to sustain him, that there was 
no party interest originally connected with the 
formation of the Vigilance Committee in San 
Francisco, and no disloyal sentiment, especially 


none with regard to the Government of the United | 


States; but an attempt was afterwards made to 
give it a payty complexion, and proofs are re- 
ferred to in order to show that there is really no 
foundation for it. 

The object of this communication to me was 
that, when the question should be presented cither 


| in Congress or before the Executive, I might, if 


I had the opportunity, interpose the representa- 
tions of this gentleman, who, although not a 
member of the committee, sympathizes with it, 
but sympathizes with the greater interests con- 
nected with the preservation of that community, 
and its connection with this Government, and 
who especially deprecates, in the strongest man- 
ner, any collision between the Federal authorities 
or any hostile acts, for the preservation of what 
is called law and order in San Francisco, 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Scnator name the 
writer? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 do not wish to 
do it if my friend will excuse me; but I ean rely 
on his authority as disinterested, and especially 
because he pronounces the highest eulogy on 
David S. Terry. He regards it as the greatest 


fornia, that David S. Terry became involved in 
the defense of some person, which compelled the 


| committee to have him arrested and putin prison. 


He expresses to me the belicf that, if that event 
had not happened, the committee would have 
been dissolved in a few days afterwards, Every 


l sensible man will sce that, when a man of his 


deservedly high standing in the community, and 
unimpeachable integrity and patriotism, was 
directed by a determined and impulsive will, no 
pradential counsel could restrain his action; and 
yet the gentleman who writes this letter, and 
others of influence who codperate with him, are 
determined that not a hair of his head shall be 
disturbed. 


obliged to interfere. Jtmay become his duty to 
exercise his constitutional power; but if there 
ever was a question in which it might be made 
matter of deliberation and reflection, how prompt- 
ly it should be complied with, 


could be more appropriately applied, and { should 
i tremble for the consequences. If these dificul- 
ties should continue until the Ist of January, 


li when the Legislature meets, and the President 


| should be called upon to interpose, I should trem- 


I believe there is no 
disloyalty in the feelings of that people. 
| convulsion is one of 
| existence of free institutions, and especially under 
the circumstances in which that community has 
been collected and assembled together in the form 


of a civilized society. These uprisings against 


calamity in its effects which could happen to Cali- | 


It has been stated here already that the con- | 
| tingency has not arisen when the Executive is 


I think there never į 
was a time when the maxim, ‘festina lente,” | 


This | 


the results of the practical į 


| loyal, I 


a government of law are the fruits.of ‘the enjoy- 
paty 


ment of'civil liberty. We have felt them iir 
otlier sections of this country, from the p 
its early settlement to this time. Ar i 

I liave felt myself called upon .by the duties, 
not only of private friendship; but-of publie obli- 
gation, to interpose these remarks on- thefirst 
occasion when the question arose. I must say, 
-that if the President should be called upon, tn 
the manner prescribed by the Constitution, to 
repress this committee by the military foree of 
the United States, I should consider that the con- 
flict would be appalling, and the result might’ be 
the separation of that nascent empire from this 
of ours on the Atlantic. What would be its ulti- 
mate consequences to this country Iam not pre- 
pared to say, and I dò not mean to enter «ditto 
them; butI think we ought to proceed cautiously, 
wisely, prudently. On the whole, Lam for mäin- 
taining the Pacific coast as a part of this great 
Confederacy, and I think, therefore, we should 
proceed with great caution in view of the two cir- 
cumstances which Ihave mentioned—the blood- 
shed which would necessarily ensue in all proba-- 
bility, and the remote consequences of a separa- 
tion. I believe, from what I have heard, that 
there is not the slightest pretense for saying there 
is any spirit of disloyalty in California to-day. T 
would not hasten it, and I can see great difficul- 
ties in the position of that committee at this time. 
I believe, as stated by the writer of this ‘letter, 
that but for the arrest and proceedings in the case 
of David S. Terry, the committee would have 
ceased to exist, in face of the opposition of the 
authorities of California. i 

Mr. WELLER. I am sorry that the observa- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee have made 
it necessary for me to say anything on this sub- 
ject. I do not propose to discuss it here; but 
when I return home next month I intend to 
discussit before the people of California. I simply 
desire to say now, in answer to the Senator from 
Tennessee, that 1 do not entertain the opinion 
that the Vigilance Committee would have been 
disbanded but for the imprudence and arrest of 
Judge Terry. 1 believe, sir, that, after having 
proceeded so far as they had in the execution of 
two men, and in the deportation of ten or fifteen 
persons who Were obnoxious to them in the cit 
of San Francisco, it was their intention to.go still 
further. They had then gone so far that it was 
difficult to recede. I am satisfied that they are 
fast becoming a political organization, which is 
to be wielded for political purposes; that they 
have five ihoasand men under arms, and that 
they will remain in their present position until 
the presidential election is over, This they will 
now do, whatever their original intention may 
have been. By each mail we are informed that 
they are about to disband, but I no longer place 
reliance on their statements. 

If the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee 
were calculated to prodace any impression, it 
was, that the imprudence of Judge. Terry had 
continued in operation the Vigilance Committee. 
This isunjust. Lam notaware that Judge Terry 
was guilty of any imprudence — certainly none 
which could justify his arrest. I have known 
him for some years, in the State of California, as 
one of the most high-minded and honorable men 
within the limits of that State, and I can safely 
indorse every word which has been uttered by 
my friend from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] in 
regard to him. He is warm and ardent in his 
feclings, and may be excitable, but he is, never- 
theless, a prudent man. Le desired, in his offi- 
cial capacity, to aid those who were attem pling 
to maintain the supremacy of the laws. Ft was 
a part of his constitutional duty to exert the whole 
of his moral influence in maintaining the consti- 
tution which he had sworn to support. 

Now, Mr. President, whether they are all loyal 
to the Federal Government or not, I shall not 
undertake to say, but E will say this, there are 
men in the State of California who are not loyal 
to the Federal Government. There are men in 
that State who have been openly advocating a 
secession from this Union. Although I regard 
it as a high compliment for the Senator from 
Tennessee to say that all my constituents are 
am not ready to indorse it. There are 
some there who are disloyal. I hope they may 
be few in numbers. I have no doubt the Presi- 
dent of the United States will exercise his full 


i 
Senator from Virginia—— l 
i 
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power under the Constitution to prevent the 
‘continuance of the existing state.of things. The 
Governor of California sent on two commis- 
sioners making requisition on the President, not 
for Federal troops, but for arms and ammunition 
to assist in sustaining the supremacy of the State 
government, The Governor failed in his requi- 
sition to state the fact, that it was impossible to 
convene the Legislature. The Senate knows that 
the President can only furnish arms, ammunition, 
or Federal troops, to put down-insurrection, on 
the requisition of the Governor of a State, when 
the Legislature cannot be convened. This fact 
was not stated by the Governor, and, therefore, 
his application was declined. I find, on looking 
at the law, that the Legislature of California fixed 
upon the first Wednesday of September as the 
regular time for the election of our State officers. 
In 1852, in order to save expense, they passed a 
law, providing that, in every leap year, when the 
presidential election takes place, the State election 
should be held on the same day with the presiden- 
tial election, They failed, however, to make any 
provision for the vacancy between September and 
November. So that from the first Wednesday 
of September until the presidential election, there 
will be an interregnum when no Legislature can 
be convened, and, theréfore, the President of the 
United States will have full authority under the 
Constitution to furnish arms and ammunition on 
the request of the Governor to put down insurrec- 
tion. I will not continue this discussion further. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope it is under- 
stood that Il did not detract from Judge Terry. 
I expressly said that the writer of the letter to 
which I referred had the highest personal esteem 
for him, but thought he was imprudent. In 
that one particular only does he differ from the 
statement of the honorable Senators from Texas, 
Mississippi, and California. He thought he was 
iinprudent, rash, and impulsive. In this connec- 
tion I will advert to.one fact. The Senator from 
California spoke of Judge T'erry using his moral 
influence; but it must be considered that he inter- | 
posed with a deadly weapon when he was not 
attacked himself, 

Mr. WELLER. That isnotthefact. Judge 
Terry had a weapon in his hand, and an attempt 
was made by a man to wrest it from him. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But he was pro- 
tecting a person whom the police of the commit- 
tee were in pursuit of; but L will not go into that 
matter, The only object which I had in view 
was to show the high character of Judge Terry, 
and to explain some of the circumstances which, 
as | understood, were connected with the trans- 
action, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The direction which has 
been given to the memorial will supersede the 
necessity of further remark, For the purpose of 
having it deliberately considered by one of the 
most sage and wise committees of the body, I 
have thought proper to move to refer it to the 
Committve on the Judiciary. 

My. BELL, of Tennessee. Undoubtedly I 
yegard that as very proper. I think we ought to 
consider it; but I wanted to guard against the 
idea, that Congress or the Executive should take 
up this subject hastily, and without due deliber- | 


| 
j 
i 
j 


ation piange us into a course of action which no | 
man, Tam sure, cun contemplate without reluc- | 
tance. If there is any mode of temporizing, even | 

) 


by adopting expedients, it would be better than 
by proceeding rashly to cause the effusion of 
blood. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
The bill (S. No. 466) to alter and amend the 


act of Congress entitled ‘ An act to reorganize 
the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,” ap- 
proved May 30, 1854, introduced yesterday by 
My, CRITTENDEN, was read the second time. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe it has been under- | 
stood that we should confine ourselves, this ses- | 
ston, only to the business of making pppropria” | 

i 
Í 


tions for the Army. I move to lay the bill on | 
the table. i 


Mr, TRUMBULL called for the yeas and | 


taya: , 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, 


I appeal to the ii 


Mr. HUNTER. As the Senator from Ten- |! 


nessee was kind enough to withhold his speech | 
to enable me to have my motion to adhere acted 
upon, I withdraw this motion to lay the bill on 
the table; but I give notice that I shall make the 
motion after he shall have concluded. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
think the provisions of the bill of the distin- 
guished Senator from Kentucky are so plausible, 
at least, and present so many considerations 
worthy of reflection and meditation, as a remedy 
for existing evils in Kansas, that it requires fur- 
ther consideration than has been giventoit. The 
honorable and distinguished Senator from Ken- 
tucky informed me of the substantial provisions 
of the bill, so that I might offer suggestions as to 
amendments in detail. Upon the whole, (though 
not calculated to afford any absolute relief, though 
not promising to close up this difficulty entirely 
and forever,) it seemed to me to afford a mitiga- 
tion of the present evils, and some mode of com- 
posing the distractions of the country which have 
arisen from that state of things, well worthy of 
experiment. I am perfectly aware of the diffi- 
culty which I shall have, when there is no ques- 
tion before the Senate that seems to interest any 
but a very small minority, of making my views 
felt, or presenting them in such a manner as to 
deserve the serious consideration of a settled ma- 
jority, on the points which have been raised be- 
tween the two Houses of Congress. I feel such 
a diffidence, in this respect, that I am almost 
inclined to take my seat. I have heretofore cx- 
pressed my opinions on the general question. I 
entertain some views now, that I should desire 
to present in a very respectful manner, and, so 
far as I can, in a manner quite conciliatory to the 
feelings of the majority of this body, if I can be 
indulged in the courtesy which is sometimes con- 
ceded to Senators. 

I have shown, heretofore, Mr. President, by 
the votes which I have given on the question of 
disagreement between the two Houses, that I 
thought the majority of the Senate justified in the 
course which they have taken upon the principle 
assumed by them, in rejecting the proviso of the 
House, and in persisting in their disagreement 
to that proviso. I thought there was a great 
principle involved which would justify the course 
of the Senate, and I have concurred with the ma- 
jority in their votes upon it. Iam not now pre- 
pared to retrace my steps, but I wish to suggest 
some considerations which, perhaps, may cause 
reflecting minds to pause a little before they take 
the position which I understand has been taken by 
the organs in this body of the sentiment of the 
majority, that they will do nothing in the shape 
of modifying that proviso, in any form, in order 
to secure the passage of the Army appropriation 
bill; and not only that, but that they will make 
no concession on any other point connected with 
this whole distracting question, except on an 
understanding that the House will recede from 
the proviso, if the Senate should send them a 
separate bill, simply repealing the obnoxious 
Kansas laws. I state their position fully and 
truly, because the force of anything I have to say 
will depend upon the correctness of the premises 
which y lay down. 

If i am right in the supposition that this is the 
furthest concession, the ultima thule to which the 
majority of this body will go to secure the pas- 
sage of the Army appropriation bill, or to arrest 
the disturbance in Kansas by legislation, and if 
I am not mistaken the honorable Senator from 
Virgipia announced that sentiment, I must sa 
that I differ from them tote eælo. I wish to qual- 
ify this remark by adding that I have no allusion 
to a retracing of the main step taken by this body 
two years ago—the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise. If its restoration should ever be pre- | 
sented as a practical question for the safety of | 
this country and the Union, it will then be time 
engugh for me to take my position and present 
my sentiments. I hope to ded no such issue will | 
be presented. 

I make these preliminary statements in order 
to show, that in anything which I have to say, 1! 
make no reference to the position taken by a ma- 
jority of this body in regard to the repeal of the | 
Missouri compromise two years ago, however it 
may be that from that step has originated conse- 
quences probably not foreseen by the authors of 


it,and certainly not all of them, though many of } 
them foreseen or conjectured by myeelf. 


position announced by the honorable Senator from 
irginia, as I understand it, is, that he will agree 
to nothing in the way of a modification of the 
House proviso, or by any new bill, to secure the 
passage of the Army appropriation bill, or do any- 
thing for the purpose of arresting the difficulties 
now in Kansas, except by a separate bill to repeal 
the obnoxious laws of the Legislature of Kansas, 
upon an understanding that that shall be accept- 
able to the House, and shall be taken as go far: 
conciliatory as to induce them to pass the appro- 
priation bill. I base my argument upon this 
position. 

Mr. President, the Senator from Virginia, an 
able man, who has, in the most candid manner, 
avowed the grounds on which he has taken this 
position, has said that the majority of this body 
act on the ground which he thus announced; be- 
cause, ta do otherwise, would be to recede from 
the principle adopted by them two years ago, 
which he expressly states has been the basis of 
an organization of a great party in this country. 
He says they have been exposed already to too 
many hazards to give it up in the present state 
of things, in view of any consequences that may 
ensue from adherence to it. I beg to say that I 
do not refer, in this, to the original principle of 
repealing the Missouri compromise, but to those 
provisions of the Nebraska bill providing a 
Legislature for the Territory of Kansas, the 
practical operation of which we see before us to- 
day. These practical results have no effect on 
his mind, or the mind of the party whom he 
represents, to induce them to change that in the 
slightest degree, except to the extent already 
stated, of repealing the unconstitutional laws, if 
they could learn that that would be accepted as 
satisfactory. Am I wrong? 

Mr. HUNTER. Ihope the Senator from Ten- 
nessee did not understand me as saying that we 
should adhere to it because we were committed 
to it on party grounds; but because we believed 
it to be right. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Undoubtedly; but 
I meant that these gentlemen are cornmitted to it 
as a party, which is strong and powerful, and 
their prospacia are good. I expressly said they 
put themselves on the position that they would 
not budge. What is the inference from that? 
Whatever may come — blood, fierce civil strife, 
the dogs of civil war may be unleashed not orly 
in Kansas, but everywhere else in the Union; and 
yet they will not budge from their principle of 
popular sovereignty, if you please to call it so, 
which forbids them to touch the powers granted 
by the Kansas-Nebraska act to the people of that 

erritory. I am not going to enlarge upon that; 
I merely wish to ask whether that idea is tenable ? 
I will not ask whether it is a fit one to be avowed 
in the Senate, because that would seem to be per- 
sonally disrespectful; but, I ask, is it possible that 
there are no extremes of consequences which can 
arise from the practical operation of that act that 
will not induce the majority who enacted it to 
modify it, to change it, to gò back to a different 
form of territorial government as proposed by 
the distinguished Senator from Kentucky; to try 
another experiment, but not to disturb the prin- 
ciple of the repeal of what was considered an un- 


| constitutional law or compromise? You will not 


interfere with, or change, or modify, the particu- 
lar form of government established by the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska bill. I ask whether any great party 
can standupon such a principle as that? Are they 
to remain with their arms folded, though unfore- 
seen consequences arise? They are not even 
required to sacrifice pride of opinion, because here 
a state of things has arisen which could not have 
been foreseen. They stand out obstinately on 
the ground that they have taken their position, 
and must abide by that position individually, as 
a party, and the country must abide by it also. 
That is the ground of action which is assumed. 
A word now in reference to the distinct specific 
ground on which all measures of conciliation in 
regard to this proviso are rejected. The honor- 
able Senator from Virginia has assumed in behalf 
of the majority, whose representative he is— I 
mean nothing disrespectful or disparaging in al- 
luding to the fact that he is emphatically the organ 
—that it would never do to yield anything to such 
a demand as is made by the House of Represent- 
atives, of passing the Army appropriation bill on 
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Mr. HUNTER. I beg the Senator to under- 
stand that nobody is responsible for the expres- 
sion of that opinion but myself. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennesgee. I thought the Sen- 
ator represented the party which isin the majority 
in the Senate. At any rate, the party sustain and 
support him by their votes in that declaration. 
ido not mean to combat the soundness of any 
great principle which lies at the foundation of 
this course of action. I know that many gentle- 
men in some portions of the Union consider it 
indispensable to the preservation of the rights of 
all sections, and of the States, that this principle 
should be adhered to. I am not going to make 
any quarrel with them, and do not wish to say 
anything disrespectful to their feelings, or dis- 
paraging to their judgment. I only wish to 
throw out such suggestions on the points named 
as I think worth considering in relation to the 
subsidiary and consequential questions which 
have arisen from that original measure. They 
regard it as the destruction of the Constitution 
itsolf, to allow the House of Representatives to 
say to the Senate, “ We will make appropria- 
tions for the support of the Government in the 
civil, military, or any other department, provided 
you will agree to certain other things.’ Iadmit, 
to the fullest extent, the danger of such a prece- 
dent, and Ido not mean to qualify this declara- 
tion to any perceptible extent, because, if that 
practice be continually indulged in, it puts the 

ower of this Government in the hands of the 
House of Representatives at one time, and of 
the Senate at another; and neither can work well 
orcoxrsistently with the théory of this Govern- 
ment. I remember that Mr. John Quincy Adams, 
a man whose reflection and practical experience 
went a great way, said that this Government 
would become impracticable at any time when 
the different departments of it—executive and 
legislative, senatorial and representative—should 
become anything less than codrdinate branches 
of the Government. He thought it was essen- 
tial to the practical safe operation of the Gov- 
ernment that they should all continue to be, not 
merely codrdinate, but coéperative. 

Now, I wish to puta practical question to the 
honorable Senator from Virginia. Is it possible 
under our system, for the House of Representa- 
tives or the Senate to continue for any: length of 
time to be controlled by a majority pertinacious 
on any point like this—call itfactious, call it rev- 
olutionary, call, it incendiary, if you please—un- 
less it has its foundation in the discontent of the 
people? I want the pregnant question consid- 
cred, whether from the very nature of our sys- 
tem and the responsibility of the representative, 
such a state of things can happen unless it is 
founded upon a deep-rooted, and for the time 
being, strong existing discontent among the 
people, no matter in what section it springs up? 
This year it may be at the North and next year 
atthe South. It can never exist in this country 
unless it has its foundation in a deep-rooted dis- 
content among the people of the section from 
which it springs, with some conception of invaded 
rights, of injustice, and of inequality in the opera- 
tion of the Government. I allude to this for the 
purpose of awakening, if I can, in the mind of 
my honorable friend from Virginiaya train of 
reflections which I have in my own mind.- If 
he is not an organ, and speaks only on his own 
responsibility, he certainly occupies such a posi- 
tion as to exerta powerful and almost controlling 
influence over the party whose mouth-piece or 
spokesman he is, and properly so, standing in 
the relation which he does to this body as chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, and particu- 
larly in regard to questions like the appropriation 
bills under his special charge. I submit to him 
whether a part of the proposition which he has 
laid down is not worthy of reconsidering? He 
will not recede from the position that he has taken; 


he will allow no control to be exercised upon the. 


Senate in order to secure the passage of this bill 
by inserting in it mcasures unpalatable to the 
Senate. The point which I wish him to reconsider 
is neither of these, but his other positién, thaton 
no account will he accede to any other proposition 
than to repeal the obnoxious laws of Kansas, and 
that only upon the condition that it is accepted 
as satisfactory by the House of Representatives. 

Mr. President, what is the condition of our 
country at the presenttime? I have already said 


that it could not have been foreseen even by the | 
authors of the measure out of which these diffi- H 
culties have originated, and they cannot fairly be ; 
considered as responsible for them in intent. | 
Now I desire. to know of my honorable friend | 
from Virginia, whether he is ready to rise in his | 
place, and say that Congress ought to adjourn | 
without either arming the Executive with addi- ; 
tional authority, or passing some law for the con- i 
ciliation of contending parties in Kansas, or, if | 
you please, in the country? But I will not carry 
it to that extent. Is he prepared to say that there 
is nothing out of the ordinary. course of Govern- | 
ment—that there is no extraordinary exigency in 

Kansas, which requires extraordinary—} will not | 
say extra-constitutional enactments to control 

the state of things there? Iwill put one simple 

illustration of my views on this subject. Who, | 
when the Kansas-Nebraska act was passed, cver | 


dreamed that there would be obstructions in the || 


States to free emigration to Kansas, either in 

Missouri or Iowa, or any other of the neighboring i 
States? Who foresaw that that was a possible ! 
contingency? And yet, does not the honorable | 
Senator from Virginia say that this Government } 
has no constitutional power to provide a remedy | 
for those disturbances by the Federal Executive | 
authority; and that, if Congress itself were called | 
upon to dévise a remedy, it would be very difficult | 
to find the constitutional power? These are | 
matters which must be redressed by the judicial | 


tribunals of the States in which they occur; but, |) 


then, is hot that a very serious question which | 
ought now to be taken into consideration by Con- 
gress? 


If there be any remedy for it in our power, |j 


without trespassing on the Constitution, ought | 
we not to resort to it? I know of no distinct , 
power, under the Constitution, by which we can | 
legislate to prevent these difficulties, which are 
well’calculated to stir the blood of men— to arouse | 
a spirit of discontent and rebellious opposition to 
the Federal Government. I do not call them out- į 
rages; for I do not know how far the statements | 
which 1 have seen are truc; but as they are repre- 
sented, what could be better calculated to arouse | 
the determined opposition of a whole section of 
the Union, and a rebellious feeling towards the | 
Federal Government? Does the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia think there is nothing in that | 
circumstance making this an extraordinary occa- 
sion, when we ought to resort to measures of con- | 
ciliation and relief, that under other cireumstances 
he would not think of? Would that infringe on 
the principles adopted by the great Democratic 
pariy I speak it with all respect. Would that | 
e to abandon the grounds and doctrines upon | 


which they stand, and which they think are indis- || 


_ Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Very-well...Then 
is there nota failure of the Government? , Has 
it not proved an abortion in such a case as this? 
I speak of it as it is, with the powers with which 
the President is clothed by the Constitution, ang 
the additional powers already conferred on. hiny 
by law. I think this is rather an important ques- 
tion, He has failed to preserve order; he bhas 
failed to repress continued disturbances and blood~ 
shed and insurrection, though he has had the 
military power of the Government put into’ his 
hands, so far as that power is given by existing 
laws. Do honorable Senators mean to say that ~ 
they will go no further to arm him with additional 
power and authority? There is a failure — itis 
manifest and palpable to the country—and I say 
this irrespective of the influence which these dis- 
turbances may have on one party or the other. 
The leaders of both the great prominent partics 
before the country have avowed sufficiently their 
| purpose to take this issue before the people. The 
honorable Senator from Virginia has distincily 
avowed that he is ready to go to the country upon 
it, The honorable Senator from Ohio considers 
it a question on which the competency of the 
peeve of this country to govern themselves may 
| be tested, and he is willing to test it, He seems 
| to be willing to submit to them the refusal of 
Congress to adopt any additional auxiliary and 
eficient means of repressing the disorders in Kan- 
sas. My opinion applies to both Houses, I say 
that Congress ought not to adjourn, but it ought 
to sit de die in diem until December or the 4th of 
March, if necessary, until it agree upon some 
| measure for repressing these disturbances. The 
question is presented as to the competency of the 
| people to govern themselves. I think Senators 
i do not mean to place it exactly on that ground. 
| If the strength or success of parties is to depend 
on the will of the people, what security, what 
certainty have they that a majority of the people, 
under the various influencesund appliances which 
may be brought to bear pro and con., will decide 
intelligently one way or the other? 
Mr. President, in my judgment something more 
| than the fate of a party, or of any one or two 
| or three parties, is dependent on this issue. It 
involves the fate of a common country. I look 
upon it now, that if we adjourn without passing 
any measure arming the President with additional 
| authority, or some measure of conciliation such 
as that proposed by the distinguished Senator 
from Kentucky, instead of leaving this subject 
merely to be decided ina party point of view, 
whether the doctrine of the Republican or Dem- 
ocratic party shall be sustained, as manifested in 
the procedure of the two Flouses of Congress, or 
not; you are leaving an evil festering in the coun- 


pensable to be maintained for the preservation of | 
the Constitution, and ultimately of the Union? | 
I certainly cannot view the subject in that light. | 
Then I understood the other day, that a large | 
ortion of the Senate—some gentlemen for whom | 
had high especie propose to adjourn imme- | 
diately when they thought there was no proba- 
bility of agreeing with the other House. That! 
idea, I am glad to say, seems now to be aban- 
doned. | 
I should be pleased to hear the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Virginia, if it be consistent with his | 
policy or course of propriety, to say whether this | 
Government has not failed in preserving order in! 
Kansas, with all the power which it now has by! 
law? Is that a true or a false position? 


Ig it an | 
imbecile, inefficient form of government which | 
cannot, in one of its own Territories, where it is | 
not trammeled, as it is in the States, by any strict į 
constitutional limitations as to the exercise of its: 
hysical and moral power, preserve order? Has: 
it not failed to carry out the principle adopted in | 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill? ‘To be surc, heard į 
the honorable Senator from Ohio say yesterday, | 
that if the President had failed in his duty he | 
ought to have been impeached. I do nat mean : 
to go into that. ; 
Mr. PUGH. I stated that, if he had violated | 
his duty, as alleged, the House ought to have : 
impeached him. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
understand. 
Mr. PUGH. Noton the ground of failure. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessec. Has he failed to | 
exercise the powers with which he is clothed? 


Mr. PUGH. I think not. 


That is what I; 


try, you are leaving a source of mischief without 
yomedy—without preventive means to restrain its 
extension, which may go beyond the control of 
the people, wise as they may be. If they be now 
in favor of the Democratic party on the issues 
presented to the country, who can be satisfied 
when he reflects deliberately that the difficulties 
in Kansas may not swell to such an extent before 
November, that. the people, contrary to their de- 
liberate judgment, contrary to their prudence, 
wisdom, and patriotism, may be forced into a 
participation in civil war and sectional contests? 
Their own judgment may tell them that it is im- 
prudent, and ought to be avoided; but we know 
not what may be the result when the people are 
led on by the contagion which is common in 
such cases. We are aware of the stirring effect 
of bloodshed, and of the spirit of revenge en- 
kindled by the slaughtering of countrymen in a 
contest in which sections differ as to fundamental 
principles. In this way the matter ma be 
| placed beyond the control of the deliberate judg- 
ment of the very people to whom the Senator 
from Ohio refers us for decision. I say that in 
i this point of view the question is far higher and 
more important than the intcrest and success of 


i| parties, and therefore I think we should adopt 


some remedial measure. I am perfectly willing 
to give my hearty support to the bill of the honor- 
| able Senator from F entucky, which seems to 
promise some relief, and give some additional 
powers to the President, though it does not per- 
haps go quite as far as I should be willing-to go 
under the circumstances; but still it goesa con- 
siderable extent beyond his present power. 

Sir, what is the condition of Kansas at the 


a 


in colors of blood, of almost fraternal slaughter. 
What: is it in reality? A condition of things 
éxists there in which the exercise of civil gov- 
érnment in the ordinary forms sanctioned by the 
practice of ourselves and our fathers is impos- 
sible—in which an impartial trial by jury, or the 
impartial exercise of judicial or ministerial func- 
tions; isimposs? le. One half of the Territory is 
armed against the other, each hostile in feeling 
and in sentiment upon the great question which 
divides them, and. also inflamed by feelings of 
resentment for outrages mutually received and 
perpetrated. Is thata state of society in which 
you can expect the fair, impartial operation of the 
aws or of civil government? Notatall. Itisa 
country in which anarchy reigns, where armed 
hostile parties are marching in every direction, or 
exist ready to spring up at any moment. ‘There 
is no such thing as a safe administration of civil 
government practicable or possible among a peo- 
le situated as these are at the present moment. 
‘ou might as well throw into the same territory 
two tribes of Indians who had been engaged in 
eternal wars against each other, and expect quiet. 
This may be an extreme comparison; but stiil the 
parties have such opposite tendencies and feel- 
Ings, and the causes of resentment and hostility 
have been so repeated, on both sides, up to this 
time, that the state of things there has reached the 
condition in which private rage and the spirit of 
revenge Operate upon almost every man in the 
Territory. Is that a state of socicty for the ex- 
ercise of civil authority? Tt is a country of war, 
of arms, and we were long ago admonished that 
inter grma leges silent. You talk about the oper- 
ation of the Kansas organic law, or civil law or 
order, in such a Territory as tbat! tis imprae- 
ticable, It might have been practicable at some 
previous period. It mightaftord some mitigation 
to authorize an election at some future day, but 
not now. As the honorable Senator from Keu- 
tucky said yesterday, the idea of a fair and im- 
partial election there now, with freedom in the 
exercise of the elective franchise in Kansas during 
this presidential canvass, is preposterous. It is 
heither practicable nor possible, and therefore the 
wisdom of that portion of his bill which proposes 
to abrogate the existing government, aud place its 
powers in the hands of one framed according to 
our original practice in regard to the Territories, 
It is my wish not to make one observation 
Which shill be offensive to any party in the Sen- 
ate, but it seems to me, that if there ever was an 
beeasion which justified an extension of the 
powers of the President in order to preserve the 
country from the consequences of the existing 
state Of things as I think I can foresee them, this 
is that occasion. Kansas, in the situaiion in 
which her people are now placed, with the pus- 
sions by which they are actuated, is a conntry 
in which military authority alone can suppress 
insurrection and preserve We poace and secure 
the enjoyment of the rights of property. Her 
people can neither sow nor reap in the present |! 
condition of things. Perhaps all the power which 
the executive branch of this Government now 
has would not be sufficient to bring ful protec- | 
tion and security to the inhabitants of that Terri- 
tory. Those honorable Senators who have em- 
ployed their ingenuity and ability to such an 
extent in endeavoring to prove that the ereator 
has no power over the creature—that the powers 
granted to the people of Kansas by the Kansas- 
Nebraska act are irrepealable, irrevocable, and 
unalterable—as much so as a municipal charter 
‘granted to a city—without the consent af those 
concerned, and that no modification ean be made 
in the terms of that act, should have considered 
more carefully than they cid before they enacted 
that organie law. J say that this Government is 
undoubtedly sovercign in the Territory; and |! 
when you investigate the question you will find F 
that there is no otber authority which can inter- 
fere, or which basa right to prescribe or alter aay 
pe sven by ibis Government. When the 
onorable Senator from Virginia was passing 
that organic law, did he consi that he was 
putung together a piece of r ors, a web, the 
meshes of which were so strong as forever to 
control and to confine this giant Government of 
ours, and that he was binding it with cords 
which could “not be burst, and that whatever | 
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might be its fate, this Government, as a result | 
from that fasteningand the twining of those cords 
around it, must become the victim of the policy 
of that law, and that the Government must perish 
if it could not release itself from such meshes? 
What is their condition now? As I understand 
the argument on the other side, though civil war 
may be the consequence, not only in Kansas but 


it may spread over our whole country, gentlemen | 
are bound by the inexorable principles of that 
law to do nothing! That is the way in which I 
understand the Senator from Virginia. If I do 
not understand him corractly, I desire to be cor- 
rected. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator certainly mis- 
understands me. I never said that this law was 
irrepealable, or that if it was found to lead to mis- 
chiefs the Democratic party were so committed 
to it that they could not, or ought not to, repeal 
it, I said thoy were committed to that act in 
principle, that they believed it to be right, and 
that unless it could be shown to be wrong they 
were certainly not going to change itnow. T have 
not entered into the various remedies which have 
been suggested. I may not believe, and Ido not 
believe, that any of them would be eficient. | 
There is none which I have heard that I have 
supposed would tend to putan end to the troubles 
in Kansas—surely not the repeal of those laws, 
for that woald only affect political issues. The 
only feasible plan Í have heard suggested is that 
of strengthening the hands of the President, if 
I never said 


that was inconsistent with the act. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
tinguished Senator from Louisiana took the | 
ground that the organic act was unalterable—that 
we could not change it. Tam glad to hear the 
declaration which the honorable Senator from 
Virginia has just made. I have been speaking į 
in reference to the practical operation of the so- 
called principle of popularsovercignty, if it has led 
to these mischiefs. Does the honorable Senator | 
think these mischiefs are not sufficiently devel- 
oped, not sufficiently manifest, not sufliciently 
important, to demand our interposition? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is now asking |! 
a very complicated question of principle and fact, 
whicn it would take a Jong time to answer, Lam 
sure he would notgive way to allow me to answer 
it, to the length which the question requires. I 
submit to him that it is hardly fair in the course 
of his speech to be propounding questions to me 
which it would (ake me aday to answer, 

Mr. BRELL, of Tennessee. I will not press the 


Senator on that point. I am glad thathe has con- | 


ceded what I feared he would not concede, that 
when these mischiefs are of graver and more 
dificult import than could have been expected, 
and when gentlemen see that the modus operandi of 


i the principle whieh they adopted inthe Nebraska | 


MH, is impracticable and inconsistent with the 
peace and safety of the country, they may mod- 


i ally, if you please, there 


I believe the dis- | 


terposition? There may be an exaggeration for 
popular effect elsewhere of the difficulties there, 
but all must agree that itis not a fit community 
for the exercise of civil authority. Then arm the 
President with sufficient power. These occur- 
rences’ have taken place not in a State but in a 
Territory, where we are not limited by the Con- 
stitution, except by its spirit. Although I know 
it would be a large and dangerous power, I am 
willing to arm the President with the power of 
governing that Territory by military authority, 
until these disturbances shall be effectually re- 
pressed—unul the time shall come when in the 
opinion of the President and the country gener- 

il no longer be any 
necessity for such extraordinary power. TE would 
give him the power by high military authority or 
by martial law to govern the Territory. 

There is one other mode. You admit that there 
is a power to repeal the organic law. We do 
not know how it might operate under other cir- 
cumstances, after the presidential election shall 
have passed away. Then what is the objection 
to suspending its operation until the Ist of 
December or the 4th of March, and arming 
the President with additional power, requiring 
him to keep the peace on the borders, andin Kur- 
sas, and wherever he has the right under the 
Federal Constitution to move his forces? What 
is the objection to suspending the operation of 
all enactments there, whether constitutional or 
unconstitutional, whether in conformity with the 
organic law or not, until the people of that Ter- 
ritory, the people of the neighboring States, and 
the people of the North and of the South, shall 
be in a condition to form a calm and deliberate 
judgment as to what we should do to heal these 
divisions permanently. The last section of the 
bill tendered by the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky may be amended in such manner as to 
give this power sufficiently. I do notcare about 
the terms in which the power is given. I would 
arm the President with sufficient power, and then 
let the responsibility rest upon him, with his ac- 
countability to public opinion, to carry it out im- 
partially and properly. What injury would this 
work to the inhabitants of the Territory of*Kan- 
sas? What they want is peace. What they want 
is to enjoy their property. What they want is 
to be permitted to improve their property, to sow 
and to reap in security. Ifthe lus there were 
suspended until the 4.n of March, there would 
be no over-earnest or particular interest for emi- 
gration passing through the States, where it lias 


sh 


ily J desire to be understood, Let gentemen 
know that I am not speaking of the modification 


or repeal of that portion of the bill which wiped ; 


ont the Missouri compromise, but of those pro- 
visions which are shown to be impracticable, and 
have fed to the consequences that threaten the 
peace and security of the Government. It is 
from them that the state of things has arisen in 
Kansas, when law and order cannot prevail. | 
‘Their prevalence now is inconsistent with human | 
mature—incon 


many t 
ey 


pprehension is, as I have endeavored to explain : 
to the honorable Senator from Ohio, that things į 


d to such lengths in Kansas and the i 
ug States, as to be beyond the control ! 
ate, or the House of Representatives, | 

or the President, or all united. The people’ of | 

this country, contrary to the convictions of their | 


deliberate judgment, and wisdom, and wishes, | 


| been hitherto obstructed, because there would be 
nothing to be decided there, every question would 
be in abeyance, and there would be the certainty 
that at some future day they would be at liberty 
to go on when the country would be in a state to 
guaranty peace in this Government and on the 
popular mind. 

I trust the Senate and House of Representatives 
will remain in session until some measure be 
adopted to prevent a state of things which, inmy 
opinion, irrespective of party considerations, will 
rise to such a complexion in Kansas and in the, 
neighboring States as to be beyond our control 
when we meet here in December, and beyond the 
control of the President or ofall the States together. 
ft is against this that I desire to guard. I merely 
throw out these suggestions; and if, the Senate 


'! continues in session, and we do not adjourn ina 


short time, I shall probably 
in such a shape as I thin 
principles, 

pi HUNTER. 
tabic. 

Mr. WADE called for t 
they were ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. We had better take the ques- , 
tion to-morrow, as the Senate is thin. I move an 
adjournment. 

Aly, MASON. I hope my colleague will with- 

i draw that motion. Wehave a quorum here, I 


present a proposition 
k will carry out these 


I move te lay the bill on the 


1e yeas and nays; and 
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think, for executive business. If we have no 
uorum we can adjourn. . 
Mr. HUNTER. 1 withdraw it. 


DESKS OF SENATORS. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, at this time, 
when there is very little. business before the Sen- 
ate, | wish to bring to the consideration of its 
members, not now or immediately, but during the 
recess of Congress and such longer time as they | 
shall see fit, an idea which has occurred to me, 
and which I think would be calculated, if carried 
into effect, to expedite the transaction of the pub- 
lic business, and to improve in all respects the 
conduct of debate in the Senate. I offer this res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate cause the 
desks appropriated to the use of the members tobe removed 
from the Senate Chamber. 

I do not ask for its consideration now. Let it 
lie over. f 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. . 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frinay, August 29, 1856. 


Phe House met at twelve o’clock, m, Prayer 
by the late Cheplain, Rev. Danie, Waro. 

. The Journal of yesterday wasrcad and approved. 

The SPEAKER slated the regular order of busi- 
ness to be the call of committees for reports. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Irise for the purpose of 
making a request of the House. If [have any 
friends, I desire to trespass upon their forbear- | 
ance; and if I have any enemies, I desire to ap- 
peal to their charity. Í wish to make a state- 
ment in connection with the business of the 
House, and to submit a proposition. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I must object to the gen- 
tleman’s proceeding. I call for the regular order 
of business. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to submit a reso- 
lution to which I know no one will object. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Task that it may be read | 
for information. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object, 

Mr. BARCLAY. Imove that when the House į 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Tuesday. 

‘Mr. ETHERIDGE called for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. f 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the negative— yeas 57, nays 129—as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Akers, Barclay, Dillinghurst, Bishop, ; 
Bliss, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Lewis D. Campbell, | 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Covode, Craige, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Denver, | 
De Witt, Durfee, Emrie, Evans, Giddings, Goode, Grow, | 
Harlan, Uoward, Hughston,Jewett, Kelsey, Lake, McCarty, | 
Miliward, Morgan, Mott, Orr, Pelton, Pike, Pringle, Robbms, || 
Robison, Savage, pinner, Sianton, Stephen hovington, || 
Thurston, ‘Traftop, Wade, Wakeman, Wathridge, Wal- |! 
dron, Cadwalader O. Washburne, Elliha B. Washburne, |i 
and Woodruff~—57. i i | 

NAYS5— Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 
Rarksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, f 
Bingham, Bocotk, Bradshaw, Brenton, Bufinton, Burnett, į 
Cadwalader, James H. Campbetl, John P. Campbell, | 
Chafiee, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, | 


Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, ; 
Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Hous- i 
ton, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, | 
Luinpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Ma shail, $ 
Matteson, Maxwell, MeMuilin, MeQueen, Killian Milter, ; 
Smith Miler, Milson, Morrill, Murray, Norton, Andrew | 
Olver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phelps 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricand, Ritchie, Rivers, RoD- |; 
ets, Rudin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Seward, i 
Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Wilun || 
Smith, Wiliam R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Stranalian, ii 
Swope, Tathoit, Tappan, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Vail, | 
Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wells, Whect- if 
er, Whitney, Wiliams, V 


inslow, Wood, Wo odworth, i 
Daniel B. Wright, Jobn V. Wright, and Zollicot¥er—129, 
So the House refused to adjourn over. 
| Me. HAVEN. mo f 
into Committec of the Whole on the Private Cal- į 
endar? 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. HAVEN. 


i: 
it 


Is it in order to move to go || 


It is. 


Is this objection day? 


i Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comi 
is, Deun, Dick, Dickson, Dow- ; 


! Bliss, Boyce, Branch, Bufinton, 


73 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It ig not. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move thatthe House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from New York that, as this is not objection 


day, it would be better, by unanimous consent, : 


to consider it as such. 

Mr. JONES. That cannot be done. 
that the [louse adjourn. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the motion. I wish to presenta privil- 
eged question. : 

Mr. JONES. I will. 
Mr. MeMULLIN. 
this morning 

Mr. ETHERIDGE, Iobjeċt. 

„Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to make a correc- 
uon in the reported proceedings of Saturday 
wight. 

The SPEAKER, It is hardly a privileged 
question. : 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Then I object. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Irise toa personal expla- 
nation. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the House 


I move 


| that the Senate adhere to their disagreement with 


the Flouse upon the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Mon- 
day next. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I demand the ycas and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 72, nays 114; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball,‘ Barksdale, Bell, 
Billineburst, Bishop, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D, Campbell, Clawson, Clingman, | 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Crawlord, Davidson, Tim- 
othy Davis, Denver, De Witt, Dodd, Dorice, Edie, Emsie, | 
Evans, Galloway, Goode, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, How- | 
ard, Jowett, Lake, Lindley, MeCariy, Millward, Morgan, 
Morrill, Gre, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Phelps, Ritehic, 
Robbins, Robison, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Witliam R. Smith, Spi- 
ner, Stephens, ‘Mhorington, Thurston, Tratton, Vail, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Eilihu B. Washburne, | 
Welch, Whitney, Wood, and Danicl B. Wright—72. 
NAYS—M Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, | 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflinton, Burnett, Cadwalader, Jolin 
P. Campbell, Carlie, Caskie, Chafee, Bara Clark, Howell + 
a Cox, Camback, 


Damrell, Henry Winter Di 
del, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards. Biherid 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Puter, Giddin 
wood, Augus Hall, Harian, J. Morris 
rison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Honon, Houston, Hughsion, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kels Snapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunk aumpkin, Mace, Alexan- 
hail, Samucl S. Marshal, 


FC 


t 
D 


Ki 
. Leiter, Le 
der K. Marshall, Humphre | 
Matteson, McQueen, Kilian Miller. Smith Miler, Milison, | 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 


Packer, Peck, Pettit, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Sabin, Scott, Seward, 
Sherman, Shorter, $ ; Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, | 
Stranahan, Swope, Todd, I n, Underwood, ; 
Walker, Warmer yalader C. Washburne, Wells, | 
Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Woodruff, John V. Wright, | 
and Zollicoffer—J14. 

So the motion was disagrecd to. 


Mr. MILLSON. Is there pending a motion 
that. there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. There is not. 

Mr. MILLSON. Was not the motion made 
on yesterday ? 

The SPEAKER. 
ment. , 

Mr. ORR. Iask the unanimous consent of the 
House for leave to introduce a bill making appro- 


But it fell with the adjourn- 


», priations for the support of the Army for the year 
‘| ending the 30th of June, 1857. 


Mr. GROW. I object. 
Mr. WHITNEY. 


restore and preserve peace in the Territory of 
Kansas. : K 
Mr. HUGHSTON. Iobject, : 
The question recurred on Mr. Joxns’s motion; 


and being put, it was decided in the negative— | 


yeas 66, nays 117; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Benson, Bilinghurst, Bingham, 
is Ð. Campbel, How- 
ell Cobb, Comins, Cragin, Cra Crawiord, Dar dson, 
Denver, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Berin, Flagler, Galloway, 
Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Howard, 
George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Lake, Letcher, Mace, 


| 
I observed in the Globe of 


Task the unanimous con- ; 
gent of the House for Icave to introduce a bill to! 


| Samuel S. Marshail, Maxwell, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Mur- | 
| ray, Norton, Orr, Pehon, Pennington, Ritchie, Ruffin, i; 


Sabin, Sapp, Savage, Samual A. Sinith, William Smithi, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stephena, Stranahan, Thorington,; Thitrs- 
| ton, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, ‘Walbridge, Cadwalader 0. 
Washburne, Eitiha B. Washburne, Weich, Woodrulf, and 
Woodworth—66. : oe 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allison, Barbour; Bai 
dale, Henry Bennett, Hendley $: Bennett, Bishop, bocock, 
Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
j James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, - 
| Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson Ry 
W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cumback, Damrak, Tiii- 
othy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dowdell, Din, 
Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
- Puller, Goode, Green wand, J. Mor- 


Florence, Thomas J. D 
rison Harris, Sampson W. Hatris, Thomas D. Harris, Har- 
Thomas R. Horton, 


rison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, ] 
ancy Jones, Kelly, Knapp, Knight, 


Houston, Hughston, J. GI 
Kuowtton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 


Marshall, Humplirey Marshall, Matteson, McQuceu, Smith 
Miller, Miltson, Millward, Andrew Oliver, Morieeai Oliver, 
Packer, Parker, Peck, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Powel), 
Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaitd, Rivers, Roberts, Rust, 
Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Sherman, ‘Shorter, Simmois, 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart; Talbott, Tappan, 
Taylor, Todd, Traion, Tyson, Underwood, Waldron, 
Walker, Warner, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wheelér, Wil- 
liams, Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wrigtit, 
and Zovicotter—117, : 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 
on the motion of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Haven,] that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
I| vate Calendar, 

Mr. FAULKNER, 
resolution, 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I object. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, I move that when the. 
House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Several Memnens. Say Tuesday next, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in order to amend 
the motion by inserting Tuesday instead of Mon- 
day? é 
Pho SPEAKER. It is hardly in order to move 
a privileged motion as an amendment, 

Mr. CLINGMAN, Then will not a motion 
to adjours until Tuesday next—that being the 
longest day—take precedence of the other?” ~ 

The SPRARKER. It will not, 

Mr. BARKSDALE. At the request of gen- 
tlemen all around me, I modify my motion, and 
move that when the House adjourns to-day, it 
adjourn to meet on Tuesday next. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE., I demand the yeas: and 
nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘The motion to 
adjourn until Monday next has been already sub- 
mitted and defeated, and 1 would inquire whether 
its repetition is in order? 

The SPEAKER. Other business has intér- 
vened, and the motion is in order, 

Mr. HAVEN. Since the motion to adjourn 
until Tucsday next was negatived, no business 
has intervened with the exception of motions to 
adjourn, and to adjourn until Monday next; and 
f would inquire whether the motion to adjourn 
until Tuesday next is now in order? 

The SPEAKER, Itis. Since the motion was 
made there has been, besides motions to adjourn, 
and to adjourn until Monday next, a motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HAVEN. I think the Chairisright. I 
' would suggest, then, that we had better go inte 
| a Commitice of the Whole House, and take up 
private bills. 

Mr. WHEELER. . T object to debate. 

Mr. DUNN. ls it in order to insert in the 
resolution to adjourn over, after the word §* re-s 
i solved,” the words, ‘the Senate concurring,’’ 
i: and instead of “Tuesday,” the * Thursday be- 
fore the first Monday in December nexi?”? 


H 


I ask Icave to introduce a 


i 
i 
i 


1 
i 
i 


| 
| 
i 
i 


The SPEAKER, Itis notin order. 
The question was taken; and it was decidedin 


| the negative—yeas 73, nays 112; as follows: 
Hi YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Barksdale, Billinghurst, Bishop, 
i Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Janes H. Campbell, Lewis 
E D. Campbeil, Clawson, Clingman, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Craige, Crawiord, Cumback, Davidson, Tunothy Davis, 
i Denver, De Wit Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Bastis, Evans, 
i| Goode, Grow, Howard, Jewett, Kelsey, Lake, Leiter, 
i; Mace, McCarty, MeMulin, Külhan Mile Millward, 
4 Morgan, Mott, Orr, Parker, Phelps, Pringle, Ricaud, Rob- 
ii bins, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Sherman, Sim- 
i| mons, Samus! A. Smith, William R. Smith, Spinder, 
|i Stepheus, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Tyson, Vail, 
‘| Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader: C. 
i; Washburne, Elihu B. Washburue, Israel Washburn, 
| Wood, Woodruff, and Daniel B. Wright—-. i 
NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Henry Bennett, 
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diey S. Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, 
Frenne Buffinton, Burnett, Cadwalader; John P. Camp- ; 
bell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Damrell, Henry 
‘Winter Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dann, | 
Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, Flor- 
cence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, | 
Granger, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampon W: Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Houston, Hughston; George W. Jones, J.Glancy Jones, 
Keity, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samucl S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, Me- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Milson, Morrill, Murray, Norton, 
Andrew .Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Peck, Pettit, 
Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ritchie, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Sabin, Scott, Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Sneed, 
Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Todd, | 
Trafton, Walker, Warner, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whit- 
ney, Williams, Winslow, Woodworth, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—112. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr.DUNN. There is palpable indication that 
the two Houses cannot agree on the Army bill, | 
and that neither will take up any other business; 
and I therefore hope there will be no objection to 
the following resolution: . | 

Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Monday ! 
next, (the Senate concurring.) it adjourn to meet again on ; 


Thursday preceding the first Monday in December next, at ; 
twelve o’clock, m. | 


Mr. WALKER. I object. 

Mr. HAVEN. I believe my motion is now in | 
order? | 

The SPEAKER. The motion that the House ' 
resolve itsclf into the Committee of the Whole | 
on the Private Calendar, is still pending. 

Mr. HAVEN. Under the indications that the 
two Houses will not agree upon the Army bill, I 
hope we shall go into commitice, and go to work | 
like men, ; 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the negative—yeus 87, nays 103; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Alison, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, 
Boyce, Broom, Buftinton, James H: Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Bera Clark, Clingman, Colfax, Comins, Covode, | 
Cragin, Craige, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Den- | 
ver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Duriee, Edie, Emrie, | 
Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Thomas J. D, Puller, Giddings, | 
Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Howard, 
Jewett, Lake, Leiter, Leteher, Mace, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, MeMultin, Kilian Miller, Millward, Mor- | 
an, Morrill, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Phelps, Quitman, | 
Ritchie, Robbins, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Sherman, | 
Simmons, William Smith, Williaa R. Smith, Spinner, | 
Stephens, Stranaban, Thorington, Trafton, ‘Tyson. Vail, ; 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Cadwatader C. | 
Wasbburne, Glin B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, | 
Wheeler, Wood, anid Daniel B. Wright—-87. | 

NAYS -—Mesers. Aiken, Albright, Barbour, Bell, Henry | 
Bennett, Hendley S. Bonnett, Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, | 
Brenton, Burncu, Cadwalader, John P, Campbeth, Carlile, | 
Caskie, Chaffec, Clawson, Dowell Cobb, Williamson R. | 
W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Camback, Damrelt, Davidson, | 
Dean, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, | 
Faulkner, Florence, Galloway, Granger, Augustus Iall, : 
Harlan, J, Morrison Uarris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, | 
Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, | 
Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, | 
Kelly, Ketsoy, Knapp, Kmgbt, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, ! 
Lumpkin, Hampbrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matte- i 
son, McCarty, MeQuecn, Smith Miler, Millson, Mott, | 

i 
t 
| 
i 
| 
l 
I 
{ 
i 
! 
i 
H 


yeas and nays 


Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Morde Oliver, Orr, Í 

Packer, Peck, Pettit, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, 

Ricaud, Rivers, Roberts, Ruffin, Scott, Seward, Shorter, | 

Samuel A. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stewart, Talbott, Tap- | 
an, Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Waldron, Warner, Welch, 
Volts, Whitney, Williams, Winstow, Woodruff, Wood- į 

worth, John V. Wright, and Zollicotfer—103, 
So the motion was disagreed to, 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion of the gentleman from New York, | 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee | 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

‘Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
House adjourns 
next. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move that the Hous 
do now adjourn, 


Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I de- | 


I move that when the |! 
» it adjourn to meet on Tuesday - 


i 
cil 
i 


| committee—for the purpose of giving permanency : 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. What has become of 
my motion? I call for a vote upon it. 

Mr. COBB. I raise the point of order, that the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan is notin 
order. I simply desire to suggest to the Chair, 
thatifthat motion is entertained immediately suc- 
ceeding a motion to adjourn over until Monday, 
it will be impossible for this House ever to ad- 
journ as long as there are two gentlemen in the 
House to repeat those motions. 

The SPEAKER. It is apparent that the mo- 
tion is not in order. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Then I move that when 
the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at ten 
o’clock, on Tuesday next. : 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to say that, if the 
House vote down the motion to adjourn, I shall 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into_the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking up the President’s message, and there 
maturing another Army appropriation bill. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 88; as fol- 
lows: 

YELAS—Mossrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barks- 
dalie, Bell, Bingham, Bliss, Branch, Buffinton, Burnett, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Howell Cobb, Comins, Cragin, Craige, 
Crawrord, Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis, Dean, Denver, Diek, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edmundson, Flagler, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, 
Harlan, Holoway, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Knapp, Lake, Letcher, | 
Lumpkin, Samuct S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miler, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, 
Or, Packer, Parker, Quitman, Ritchie, Rudin, Sabin, San- 
diuge, Sapp, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, 
Taylor, Thurston, Tyson, Vail, Wade, Welch, Wells, 
Whimey, Williams, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John 
V. Wright, and Zotticoffer—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Akers, Barelay, Henry Bennett, Hend- 
ley S. Bennett, Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Cadwalader, James H, Campbell, John 
P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, 
Cox, Timothy Davis, De Witt, Dickson, Emrie, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans,-Paulkner, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Har- 
ris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Hickman, Hofinan, Howard, Nughston, J. Glancy 
Jones, King, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, | 
McCarty, McMullin, Millson, Millward, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pheips, Pike, 
Powell, Pringle, Puryear, Ricaud, Robbins, Sage, Scott, 
Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Sneed, Spinner, Stewart, 
Talbott, Tappan, Todd, ‘Trafton, Wakeman, Waibridge, 
Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwaiader C. Washbuarne, 
Elia B. Washburne, Isracl Washburn, Wheeler, Wood, 


would be made; and Iam gratified to say that, 
since it has been made, more than one of the offi- 
cers of the Senate have come to me, and told me 
that it was not only done without their approval, 
but in some instances against their remonstrances, 
It is wrong; and the result will inevitably be, if I 
can be heard, or attain the end, if this movement 
be successful, to reduce the salaries of the officers, 
in order to meet this new scheme of bounticsand 
gratuities. I hope it will not be considered, at 
least at the close of the session. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I believe the rego- 
lution was taken up for consideration and laid on 
the table before. I willonly say a word in vindi- 
cation of the course I have taken on this subject. 
It is a matter belonging to our own quasi domestic 
relations—our connection with the clerks and 
other employés of the Senate. They are now 
placed in a somewhat singular position. They 
stand, by law, in the same situation, as to salary, 
as the employés of the other House, both having 
been regulated at the same time. The House of 
Representatives having made the usual extra 
allowance to the clerks and other employés en- 
gaged in the service of that body, it seemed to 
me to be an unjust and cruel discrimination to 
withhold it from those in our own seryice. I 
place it on that ground simply. [I think itisa 
fair and proper one for consideration. Without 
entering into a debate on this question, I propose 
that the Senate shall take the vote whether they 
will consider it, or not. : 

Mr. MASON. I have heard that the House 
had departed from a sort of implied or tacit un- 
derstanding, which I think was had between the 
two Houses at the time when the salaries of the 
officers were rearranged and permanency was 
given to the organization; but if they have done 
so, I think it is an example to be shunned, and 
not followed, by us. This principle of gratuities 
and bounties, to any body of men whatever, it 
seems to me, is wrong in itself. Compensate 
them liberally and justly for the services which 
are rendered; and | think I may say there is no 
corps of officers who are better compensated, 
according to the usual scale of compensation, than 
the officers of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives. The grade was made at the time of 
that organization by placing a large qumber of 
those officers on a permanent footing as officers 
of this body, They are not officers who may be 
deranged and thrown out of employment each 
session; the object was to make them permanent; 
salarte sre given to them instead of per diem 


and Woodrufl—és. 
So the motion was agreed to. 
Pending the call of the roll, : 
Mr. BALL stated, that he had paired off for | 
the remainder of the session with Mr. LINDLEY. 
The House accordingly (at fifteen minutes past | 
two o’clock) adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 
o’clock, m. - 
IN SENATE, 
Sarcrpay, August 30, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Sreruex P. Hine. 
The Journalofyesterday wasreadand approved. | 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYES. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. As I observe that 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. Cuaxroy] is not 
in his place, and not able to be here, I wish to} 
call up a resolution submitted by him, for the 
payment of the usual extra compensation to the i 
employés of the Senate. I move that it be taken | 
up for consideration. | 

| 
i 


Mr. MASON. I hope the Senate will not con- | 
sider that resolution. We know very well, that | 
some two years ago, with the view of getting rid i 
of these gratuities, or bounties, which were lav- |! 
ishly paid in both wings of the Capitol, a com- 
mittee was raised, at my instance, of which I had 
the honor to be chairman—and I remember that | 
the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] and the 
Senators from Delaware were members of that ! 


to the organization of the employés of this body 
and fixing their salaries under a permanent organ 
ization. ‘The salaries of all were increased. The i 
were graded; and they were so far increased; 
according to my recollection, as to add to the: 


mand the ycas and nays. i 


cs. I speak of a portion of them alone. 
the fact be that the House of Represent- 
has departed from that system, I think it 
come us rather to set them an example than 
w one which | consider wrong. 

a¢ PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee 
to take up the resolution for consideration. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. CLAY. I should like to call up aresolu- 
tion that I offered last week, asking for inform- 
ation from the Secretary of the Interior. It was 
objected to then. It is simply a resolution ask- 
ing the Secretary to advise us, at the next ses- 
sion, what will be the probable amount requi- 
site to pay the commutation money, if the bill 
introduced by the Senator from South Carolina 
[Mr. Evans] should become a law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution 
will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to report to the Benate, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, as accurately as practicable, the 
amount that will be required to pay the allowances pro- 
posed to be made by the bill passed by the House of Rep- 
reventatives, at the tast session, entitled “ An act to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the claims of the officers of the 
revolutionary army, and of the widows and orphan chil- 
dren of those who died in the service.” 


The resolution was considered and agreed to. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of Mr. Cuayron’s reso- 
lution, to raise a special committee of seven Sen- 
ators and eleven Representatives to consider and 
arrange the difference between the two Houses 


salary the usual allowances at the end of the ses- | 
sion. I had hoped no movement of this kind | 


in regard to the Army appropriation bill, 
Mr. ADAMS. I wish to explain thatmy object 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Mr: President, the resolution 
before the Senate is one to which any remarks 
that I may have to make on the present occasion 
will be pertinent and appropriate. The debates 
that have taken place upon the great questions 
which now interest the country; have been of a 
somewhat discursive character. The discussion 
~ has involved questions affecting the duration of 

our Government, the continuance of our Union, 
‘and the preservation of our free institutions. I 
have a rightto presume that every gentleman here 
desires, like myself, to preserve the Union. That 
the times are woefully out of joint, no one will 


deny. More than thirty years ago I was in the | 


councils of this nation, and for the last ten years 
I have had the honor of serving in this body. 
During all this period, I have not witnessed’ a 
crisis like the present, nor one portending such 
imminent evils to the country as this does. 

I do not know that it is in my power to cast 
oil on the troubled waters, or to allay that excite- 
ment which I regret cxtremely to see prevailing, 


not only in the Sénate, but in the country. Instead’. 


of being engaged in the work of estranging the 
feclings of diferent portions of this body, and 
indulging in discussion calculated to alienate sec- 
tion from section, I should be glad to see the 
efforts of the mind, the genius, the power, and 
` the influence, of the Senators of the United States, 
united in devising plans for. the purpose of recon- 
ciling the diverse fecling that exists in the country. 
The same research which is used in the collation 
of facts for the purpose of arraigning each section 
of the country, would be much more profitably 
employed if it were devoted to the task of recall- 
ing reminiscences of the past, reviving the feelings 
of our fathers, and that unity of sentiment which 
prevailed among them in the formation of this 
Government, and in the emancipation of this coun- 
try from foreign domination. If thus employed, 
it would have a tendency to draw more closely 
together the fraternal bonds that ought to bind 
the different sections of the Union, and expel 
from the deliberative bodies of this nation the 
spirit of discord and dissension. I should be de- 
lighted if it were possible for me, by any effort of 
mine, humble as I am, to direct the minds of 
Senators to an cbject so praiseworthy, and so 
important to the peace anu well-being of the coun- 


try as to seek to draw its different extremes into’ 


a closer unity, and a more affectionate and accord- 

-ant feeling. If this could be done I think the 
country would deem it an auspicious sign; one 
worthy of admiration; one that would not only 
command their love and esteem, but inspire them 
with profound respect for the actions of the great 
men employed in this holy task. 

Sir, if evils exist in the country of the magni- 
tude to which I have alluded—if the times are out 
of joint, there must be some cause, some reason, 
for it, some latent disease which requires a rem- 
edy. Ilow can we ascertain what remedy is 
required, till we find the cause of the disease? I 
was here at its inception. 
foresaw the very state of things which is now 
existing. When the proposition was made in 
this body to repeal the Missouri compromise, I 
made a remark which indicated my apprehen- 
sions of what the consequences of that fatal meas- 
ure would be. I said that the aged might witness 
the inception of its results, but I apprehended the 
youngest child then born, would not witness its 
termination. I hope it will terminate without 
any fearful catastrophe. I hope and believe that, 
though impassioned leaders have for a while con- 
trolled the action of the American people, and 


though stormy agitation has been created in the | 


land, and still exists, Providence has in store for 
this people great blessings. I trust that in His 
own good time, Providence, who has guided us 
in the past, will conduct us safely out of the 
difficulty in which we are now placed. I most 
devoutly hope for such a consummation. 

The condition of Kansas at this time seems 
to be the exciting cause of our difficulty. That 
Territory, to say the least, is most unfortunately 
circumstanced—unfortunate because it has been 
the source of mischief to the country—unfortu- 
nate because it has led to a most calamitous state 


I thought then that I | 


75 


of things in that devoted Territory. This would 


was nothing buta wilderness; without an inhabit- 
ant. You talked of transferring sovereignty to 
the people of that barren and wilderness region 


if they went there, they necessarily inherited sov- 
eignty, and it was legitimate for them to exercise 
it. Could sovereignty be given to that people 
by Congress unless Congress had the sovereign 
power themselves? If Congress have the inherent 
power to legislate in regard to the Territories on 


to control it. {have always contended that Con- 
gress has nothing to do with the question of sla- 
| very—that it is a creature of State sovereignty, | 

subject to State jurisdiction, and that Congress | 
has no control over it. 


not have been so, if my counsel had been fol- | 
lowed. When the Territory was organized, it | 


when there were no people there. You said that, | 


allsubjects, slavery included, they have the power | 


thought to afford that redress; but they have not 
been in harmony with each other, and they yet. ` 
| remain suspended: What action is hereafter’ to 
| be taken I know not; but all concede that a rer 
edy for existing evils is necessary, and that som 
of the provisions of the oppressive and unconsti- 
tutional laws which exist in that Territory ought 
to be repealed. ‘This is my own desire, arid ‘it is 
in harmony with that of the majority. I was not 
here when the bill passed by the Senate, last ` 
1| month, was voted upon, but I should have fa- 
|} vored its passage because I was anxious to extend 
the most full and perfect relief to the people of 
Kansas; and if entire relief could not be given, I 
was anxious to afford such relief -as this body 


i 


i| could consistently give, and to repeal those laws 


which were obnoxious and bore the impress of 
tyranny and the abuse of power, unreasonable in 
their demands, unknown to the spirit of the Con- 


If the people of the Territory are sovereign, by | 


created them into a community, and granted them 
certain powers. Congress could not grant those | 
powers if it did not possess them itself. They | 
have no organic law—they have none of the attri- | 
|| butos of sovereignty, which are not conferred by | 
Congress. Congress must have had all the power į 
which it delegated to them, or the act was a 
nullity. 
ordination to the act of Congress. When it was 
proposed to repeal the Missouri compromise, by 
the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, I took | 
the position that Congress had no power to confer ` 
upon the people of the Territories any authority 
which it did not itself constitutionally possess; | 
and that the powers granted were abject to: 
resumption by Congress; and that upon the sub- | 
ject of slavery, or any other subject on which į 
| they might pass laws, the question would neces- 
sarily revert to the Congress of the United States, | 
and would produce the very state of things which | 
we now perceive. The object was declared to be | 
| 
i 


to divest Congress of all the trouble of governing 
the Territories—to allay the agitation on the sub- 
ject of slavery, so that it should never again | 
„present itself in these Halls, but be quietly settled , 
y the people of the Territories. I said then that | 
this hope would prove delusive, because Congress | 
had control over the Territories, and could revise | 
their laws, and the subject would be agitated in | 
the Senate and in the House of Representatives. 
Will any one deny the power of Congress to | 
repeal the organic act constituting the ‘Territories | 
of Kansas and Nebraska? It isa mere act of; 
Congress, It was said that the Missouri com- | 
promise was nothing but anactof Congress, and 
therefore repealable. Is this organic act of Con- | 
gress more important from its nature—is it more | 
important from its antiquity, and from the benign | 
influences which it has shed on the country— 
than wasthe Missouricompromise? If that was 
repealable, after the lapseof a third of a century, 
| I contend thatthe present organic law of the Ter- | 


| ritory of Kansas is repealable; and of course all ! 


‘| acts done in subordination of the organic law, or | 
| under pretext of obedience to that law, are subject 


| 
| to revision and repeal by the Congress of the | 
| 
f 


i} United States. A Territory has none of the 
attributes of sovereignty. Sovereignty is above 
control: it is either hereditary, or it is constituted 
and acquiesced in by the will of the people, and 
has no superior. | me nae 
I shall not expatiate upon the existing evils in 
Kansas and their causes and consequences. I; 
wish | had not heard so many reasons as I have 


i 
l 
i 


which produced them has been one of eminent | 
i| confusion and misfortune, to say the least of it. | 

I have no doubt that the occurrences in that Ter- į 
ritory have been exaggerated on both sides; but, 
| to my mind, one fact is made very clear: that the 
i people of Kansas did hot, of their own accord, 


nal pressure, enact the laws.which are now said 
to exist in that Territory. They were enacted ; 
| by an extraneous influence, and not by the in- | 
habitants of the Territory. Some of the laws | 
| themselves are proscriptive and inhibitory; and, | 
as the distinguished Senator from Michigan (Mr. | 
Cass] has said, a disgrace to the age. 1 will add | 
that they are a disgrace to any people. — 

I believe a majority of the members of this body 
concur that some redress is necessary. [Efforts 
have been made by each House which were 


i l 


what means did they became so? Congress |! 


heard for deploring their condition. The measure |; 


| 
i| up now-a-days. 


as a separate community, uninfluenced by èêxter- || 


stitution, and adverse to the bill of rights: by 
which every citizen is shielded, or, if he ‘is not, 
there is a flagrant abuse of power. 

I trust the day is not far distant when a suffi- 
cient remedy will be devised. We cannot look 
into the future ; we cannot devise means to guard 
against all possible contingencies; but the pru- 
ident, the wise, the cautious, and the sagacious 


| Statesman, will always look forward to some 
They have no Jaw which is not in sub- :! 


ultimate object, and seek to give such a direc- 
| tion to public affairs as will attain the greatest 
| good for his country. I trust wisdom will guide 
our councils; and I hope that the deliberative as- 


| 
i semblies of the nation will be hereafter less dis- 
| 


tracted than they have been heretofore, and that 
the festering wounds of the body-politic will cic- 
atrize, and peace and health be restored to the 
whole community. : 

Mr. President, I propose briefly to define my 
position, not on account of any peculiar impor- 
tance attached to myself or because my political 
attitude at this time is of great consequence, I 
am not of sufficient importance in the political 
| arena to desire either to attract notice or give di- 
| rection to public sentiment. I entertain my own 
opinions, feelings, and convictions. They are 
satisfactory to my own judgment; whether they 
are so to others or not, is not a matter of great 
concernment tome, I shall not ask where am I 
to go? Ido not think it a question of sufficient 
importance to have a consultation of the Senate 


|| upon it; but I shall take it for granted that fam 


just exactly where my inclinations and opinions 
have placed me. 

T acted harmoniously for many years with 
what was denominated the Democratic party. Jt 
laid down great cardinal principles which had 
been taught by the Gamalicl of Democracy. I 
had listened to his teachings; f heard them 
always with respect and reverence. I imbibed 


| his opinions readily, for when I first heard his 


| teachings my mind was young and susceptible. 
With the increase of years my judgment became 
‘strengthened by experience, and the bias was 
| irreversible; so that £ became, as 1 still remain, a 
| firm, ardent, Jackson Democrat. [was so, be- 
‘ cause I believed the teacher was honest, and his 
| principles rational. He acted upon his teachings. 
His wisdom, his experience, and his patriotism, 
were lamps to my feet and lights to my path. 
Thus -have I walked in the Democratic faith. 
| There was no alienation or estrangement of great 
magnitude in the party until I saw, at the incep- 
tion of the repeal of the Missouri compromise, 
that that measure conflicted with the teachings of 
that great man. I look for no new lights, and 
no new leaders to instruct me or illumine my 
pathway. If the lights which I have received 
are not sufficient to conduct me safely in the 
mazes of life, I do not expect to deriye much iù- 
struction from the new lights that are springing 
I would as soon follow the 
| ignis fatuus with an expectation of reaching firm 
i ground, as follow teachings that are adverse to 
my reason, and the convictions of my mind. I 
was satisfied that the repeal of the Missouri com- 
| promise wasradically wrong, and 1 therefore op- 
posed it. _ , 

I allude to these matters now because, unim- 
| portant as I am, I have been made a target; I 
| have been constantly pursued in my far distant 
| wilderness home by persons who had Federal 
machinery with which to operate. ‘They have 
been after me with a hot poker and with a-sharp 
stick. Iam disposed to take the point of the 


~ 
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stick and to cool the poker. [Laughter.] I do 

not intend that they shall run at me with these 

instruments without some attempts to ward them 
cof. 
Deen pursued and proscribed in this way, but my 
friends have been: stricken down and informers 
have been constituted in the character ofa com- 
mittee for-transmitting to Washington proscrip- 
_ tive denunciation of individuals who held posi- 
* tions there unless they would succumb to these 
petty dynasties. Sir, I assure you, that during 
the last summer so insecure did I feel my corre- 
spondence to be, though it was not of a political 
character, that | used postage stamps instead of 
my frank to give security to my letters. Whether 
these matters are worthy of observation to grave 
Senators here, is a point about which I am some- 
what careless. They were to me no imaginary 
grievances. I defied the spirit that sought to 
persecute me, and the vindictive hate which could 
only emanate from weak minds. I feel, how- 
ever, that circumstances have made it proper for 
mie to go back to first principles and look into the 
origin of this controversy and show the causes 
from which our difficulties have arisen. 

Can you believe, sir, that the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise was necessary as a healing 
measure to give peace and tranquillity to this coun- 
try? When it was introduced, all was peace. 
There was peace from Calais to San Diego, from 
Cape Flattery to Cape Florida—the whole coun- 
try was pervaded with universal peace. The 
measures which had produced it had the sanction 
of the South, and the approval of the North. 
Nothing seemed to disturb the happy repose. Our 
Union was a placid ocean of rest. Was there any 
measure within the imagination of man to devise 
which could have had so deleterious an influence 
upon the peace and harmony of the country as 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise? Notone, 
sir, in the broad domain of America. Pandora’s 
box was opened by that repeal. Now, through- 
out this broad land you see its malign influence 
upon peace, upon concord, upon fraternal affec- 
tion. All were blighted by it—driven out, exiled 
from the public councils. Bunt for that measure, 
we had reason to expect the duration of peace to 
be eternal whilst this country stood, whilst lib- 
erty existed, or whilst patriotism had a resting 
place in an American heart or there was a hand 
to raise jn defonse of our institutions. 

The Missouri comprowise was passed under 
the Democratic Administration of Mr. Monroe. 


It was sanctioned by his Cabinet, a majority of 


them southern men. H was approved by the wise 
men of that day; by the great lights that have 
adorned the Senate Chamber, and rendered its 
name illustrious. Monrovand Jackson, Polk and 
Taylor, were in the presidential chair from ®he 
South, and not one of them claimed, in her be- 
half, the repeal of the Missouri compromise. 
The most sagacious, astute, and vigilant states- 
man of the South—he who watehed, with Argus 
eyes, everything which seemed to point the le 
finger at southern interests or southern institu- 
tions—the illustrious Mr. Calhonn—regarded its 
repeal as the death-knell of the Union. ‘ihe great 
men, who regarded southern interests with as 
much tenacity and patriotism as any men who 
have lived, surely would have discovered the 
great secret of restoring peace to a country which 
was at peace! But, sir, it was left, not for the 
sagacity, not for the astuteness, not for the patri- 
otism, not for the jealousy, of southern men, to 
discover that this great measure was important 
to southern interests; it came from a vorthern 


man. He nerds must be more southern than the 
men of the South, Sir, Uclaim to be a southern 
man. I was born in the South; F have lived in 


the South; E have served the South; TL have been | 
l have been no alten, es- 


faithful to the South. 
tranged from southern rights and southern inter- 
ests; but E was born a man of the Union; | have 
lived in the Union, and 1 have lived out of the 
Union, . } returned to the Union, and I brought 
accessions with me, not to a section, but to the 
Union, The bones of my ancestors slumber in 
the South. All that is dear to me is in the South. 
My home, though it be but an humble cabin, is 
in the South, on soil redeemed from foreign des- 
' pousm. Did lask any one, in days that are past, 
to tell me what were my rights, who was in- 
croaching upon them, and what measure was 
obnoxious to southern rights? No, sir, I asked 


In the State in which I live not only have 1 


| OF that city. 


no one. If] am-content with the humiliation of 
my condition, it is no man’s business to thrust 
dignity upon me which may not befit me well. 

I have alluded to the men who had indorsed the 
Missouri compromise. I was unwilling to see it 
disturbed. I-knew that the mighty dead, if they 
could rise, would put their hands to the great 
work of its preservation, and if necessary, to 

rop that glorious pillar of peace with their lives. 

felt that it was my duty to maintain the work 
of their hands. I had other reasons which I will 
not detain the Senate by giving. There was one, 
however, that I will mention, which the South 
will realize and readily comprehend. Before that 
repeal free soil did notapproach within four hun- 
dred and fifty miles of ‘Texas; and if good faith 
had been maintained with the Indians, it might’ 
not have touched us for half a century, or even 
longer. Now it comes on our borders for one 
hundred and -sixty miles. You have laid open 
that vast frontier to the escape of fugitives, whilst 
we have another frentier equally exposed on the 
south, with Mexico. It was not worsting the 
condition of slavery, nor improving the condition 
of free soil, to allow them to remain as remote 
as they had been; but this measure has extin- 
guished space, done away with distance, and 
produced conflict. I had another reason. I de- 
sired, above all things, to maintain faith inviolate 
with the Indians; and faith and concord between 
the two sections of the country. These were the 
great reasons that presented themselves to my 
mind; and they were satisfactory, 

Was that measure necessary for any practical 
purpose, either of freedom or slavery? ` I believed 


then, as F believe now, that Kansas will be a free | 


State, and, therefore, instead of that measure 
benefiting the South, she was inviting people to 
an uninhabited region to form a new State to be 
added to a scction already numercially superior 
to her, I thought there were other outlets, where 
there was no restraint on emigration, to which 
northern settlers. could go, as congenial in élimate 
and as auspicious in soil. F have one solution 
for that measure, which I feel itincumbent on me 
to state, because, though it be not pouring oil on 
the troubled waters, it will, at least, be giving an 
example which history will record, and which 
hereafter may have a salutary influence on those 
who choose to experiment, at the expense of the 
harmony, peace, and concord of their country. 


It will be recollected that an unfortunate inci- ! 


dent occurred in New York shortly after the 
incoming of the present Administration, in the 
removal of Mr. Bronson from the collectorship 
It led to consequences which were 
leemed disastrous and ruinous to the prospects 


j 
phog x . 5 . A à x 
of the Executive for a renomination so far as it 


depended on the State ef New York. It became 
necessary to counteract that effect, and to do 
something which would have a tendency to com- 
bine the South as a unit. The effort had been 


made on previous occasions to unite the South in |: 


vard to the tariff, but that was not effectual. It 


formed, to present this measure in order to make 
an issue on which to unite the South. To be 
most authentic on that point, I will narrate an 
occurrence which took place at the time. 

When { understood that the odious measure of 
repealing the Missouri compromise was in con- 
templation, I met a certain, gentleman and asked 
him if be had beard of it? He said he had. I 
asked him if he was committed on the subject? 
He replied that he was. e £ expressed my regret, 
and hoped his committal was not irreversible. 
He replied that it was, and gave the circumstances 
under which the measure had been presented to 
him. I said to him, “Sir, if this bill passes, it 
will disrupt the Democratic party; it will pros- 
trate Mr. Pierce; it will endanger the Union.” 


was then determined in conclave, as E was in-i 


He replied, ‘ You are mistaken, General; it will | 


reélect Mr. Pierce.” 
“Sir,” said he, “it will give him the united 
southern vote, and then he will get Ilinois, Indi- 
ana, and Pennsylvania, and they will elect him 
without New York.” When I heard this, I 
understood the “ great boon”? that was offered to 
the South! I replied, ‘* You are mistaken; for, 
in eighteen months from this day, you will find 
that Mr, Pierce cannot be elected a constable in 
any beat in the United States, in my opinion.” 
(Laughter.] 

That was the inception of this great measure. 


“ANY? said I, * how??? | 


| myself to be a member. 
| necessary to the Senate for saying so, 


Now we see what it has brought on the country. 
Weare in the midst of the trouble that has sprung 
from the ambitious views which dictated that 
repeal. If we are to reconcile these differences, 
it must be done by conciliation, not by pursuing 
a course which will increase the ‘estrangement 
between Senator and Senator, section and section. 
Let gentlemen here go to work like the political 
fathers of the country. Let them seek concilia- 
tion; let them not seek estrangement and aliena- 
tion of feeling. We are obliged to live together. 
Weare the people of one nation. Though we may 
have internal divisions, external causes must 
keep us together. We are irresistible, we are 


| invulnerable, so long as we are united; but dis- 


sever this Union, and we should become a prey, 
nut to internal dissensions, but to foreign ambi- 
tion and aggrandizement. We should cease to 
be the glorious people we were; our reminiscences 


| would be no longer national; our glorious mem- 


ories would be blurred; and the world would say, 
“these men sprung from noble sires, but they 
have proved themselves unworthy of liberty and 
have sunk to the grade of ignoble sons.” Let 
not this reproach fall upon us, but let us stand up 
like men and mect the occasion; act considerately, 
rationally, and patriotically, as becomes men 
who have an interest beyond the present in the 
fate of their posterity. If we cannot live together 
with occasional broils and bickerings, would our 
condition be improved by disunion? Now we 
can meet and talk and act together, and though 
unkind feelings may grow up, they can be recon- 
ciled; but if we cannot live together in fraternal’ 
relations, we never can in a state of antagonism 
and disunion, Then hostility, incessant annoy- 
ances, will dispense with all the offices of peace 
and kindness, and we shall be thrown upon that 
dire and dernier resort—the chance of arms and 
the hazards of battle. 

But, Mr. President, grave charges have been 
made against a party of which I acknowledge 
If an apology were 
might 
make it; but as I have never yet found it incum- 
bent on me to disown my country or my charac- 
ter, I will not, on this occasion, render any apal- 
ogy. The reason why I cannot act with the 
present Democracy, (who, by the by, have a 
very few of the features of the old Jackson De- 
mocracy that I can discern,) is, that they have 
denounced the American principle in their plat- 
form—they have incorporated the Nebraska bill 
as one of the planks, and have placed the issue of 
the canvass upon that. I have stood in an atti- 
tude of antagonism to that from the commence- 
ment, and Lhave given my reasons for that course. 
Tam not going to stultify myself by acting with 
such a party. If I did, they might very justly 
point at me and say, ‘lie is a contemptible 
fellow, because we have branded him and*his 
principles, and he yet acts with us.” But, sir, I 
am a member of the American party, because I 
aman American born, and wish to live and breathe 
my country’s air, and desire my children after me 
to breathe the same air and enjoy the same free 
institutions, shielded by the same e@gis, and follow, 
if necessary, the same banner in defense of their 
rights, and the same eagle that has brought vic- 
tory and joy to our country. 

The American party is said to be proscriptive. 
I do not know what proscription mcans in the 
esuimation of some gentlemen, or in the political 
parlance of the day. It seems to me that we are 
not proseriptive in resisting a foreign political 
influence located abroad, and in fortifying and 
intrenching ourselves in the enjoyment of the 
Protestant religion. We war against no religion, 
against no sect. We war against the junction of 
Church and State, against the unity of civil and 
religious power dangerous to our liberty, and so 
declared by our Constitution, We are acting in 
harmony with that sacred instrument. If { saw 
the Hindoo, the idolater, the Pagan, in his devo- 
tions, I would not disturb him. That is a mat- 
ter exclusively his own. But when I see that an 
institution is sought to be fixed upon this coun- 
try by every insidious and operative art which is 
calculated to put down Protestantism and estab- 
lish Popery, and when their very communion 
obligation is to exterminate and discountenance 
and persecute all Protestants, I think, with rev- 
erence to the opinions of our ancestry, we are 
bound to place ourselves on the defensive. 
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h 
going to narrate unimportant history in Texas, 
But I desire to allude to an important historical 
event which occurred there. ° 

At the fall of the Alamo, one hundred and 
eighty gallant men lost their lives. Leonidas 


and his Sparians never fell more gloriously in i; 


battling for Grecian liberty than these men pere| 
ished for Texas. How were they treated? After 
every man was butchered—not one left to tell the 
tale—layers of wood were put down, and then 
layers of huinan bodies, alternately, until a pile | 
was made. Then the faggot was applied, and | 
they were consumed.to ashes under the maledic- | 
tion of a priest. They were not only persecuted | 
in life, but execrated in death. Say you not that 
this ig a fearful commentary upon that religion, | 
and if I am not to defend myself and children 
against it? Iam an American. I will be one. 
I will resist the despot’s front, or the insidious 
wiles of Jesuitism. 

These are reasons enough for me; but I ask the 
intelligent Senate to point to one spot on earth, 
where Catholic power or influence prevails, in 
which trial by jury, the right of habeas corpus, or 
Magna Charta exists? I am in- favor of a free 

` religion, and an-open Bible. The war is between 
an open Bible and free religion on the one side, and 
a closed Bible and despotism on the other. You 
have this issie to meet, 

Are we not now negotiating with foreign coun- 
tries to obtain for American citizens who die 
there the right of Christian burial? Do the 
American party wish to exclude any one here, 
of the Catholic denomination, from participancy 
in our common lot—the narrow house of death? 
No. The Catholic may be laid without objec- 
tion by the side of our brother or our sister, and | 
he may be shrived, if he pleases, by the priest, j 
in their manner of consecration; bat an Ameri- 
can Protestant citizen, if he dies in a foreign 
country, is cast upon the potter’s field, and ex- 
cluded from Christian burial; and you tell me we 
a proscriptive. Ob, shame upon political arti- 

ce! 

A sentiment, Mr. President, which I fully ap- 
prove, was once uttered by an extraordinary 
man, whose counsels I still revere, though he 
may be falling into disrepute, as I see in the pres- 
ent political contest he is denounced as infamous, 
as insane, as tyrannical—a monster in human 
shape. I allude to the patriot Jackson. He ut- 
tered a sentiment which I am willing to indorse 
to-day, and through all future time to which my 
span may reach, be it long or short. It will 
never be contracted or obliterated from my heart. 
It is this: “ The Union—it must and_shall be 
preserved.’? You cannot get rid of it. You can- 
not make the arrangement necessary under a 


s oe poe a tera ne } 
ave particular reasons to feel this. Iam not | 


plan of disunion that will answer; and I will 
tell you why. łn my opinion, the Union is en- 
shrined in the hearts of the American people, | 
and though their statesmen and representatives | 
may quarrel here, the great mass is sound. De- ; 
votion to the Union is with them a religious prin- 
ciple, whether they profess any other religion or 
not. The mother teaches her children, the 
schoolmaster teaches his scholar, the orator 
teaches his auditory, to reverence, respect, and 
love the Union. Throughout the country this is 
a sentiment common to all, dear to all, cherished 
by all. You cannot affect it. Your bickerings 
here, T trust, will have less effect than the Ne- 
braska bill had. That measure was concocted | 
here The people knew nothing of it. Both, 
political parties of the South represented here į 
happened to coneur init. The Whigs lost, as 1 | 
feared they would, a great chance to come into 

ower by their action then. 
aad not proclaimed the Whigs of the South to` 
be a unit on that question, and arrayed them- 
selves as a party in support of that measure, 
though they appeared then to be disorganized, 
they would, in less than four years, be omnipo- 
teni, and, in my opinion, would control this Gov- 
ernment for sixteen years. i 

Mr. CLAY. With the permission of the Sen- 
ator, I should be glad to ask him a question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With great pleasure. 

Mr. CLAY.. I wish to understand the Sena- 
tor distinetly. I understood him to say that he 
left the Democratic party because it advocated 
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 


I said that if they | 


] 


Lest days tha 


Mr. CLAY. And that he now acted and coöp- 
erated with the American party, because it advo- 
cated the restoration of the Missouri compro- 
mise? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; I gave no intimation 
of that kind. Lwill answer the gentleman by 


the assurance that I deem any agitation of that | 


subject impolitic and unwise. T now see insu- 
perable difficulties to the restoration of that com- 
promise. 1 have little of the world’s goods, but 
that little is to me as much as if I had millions. 
All the millionaires of the world conjoined can- 
not have their millions more important to them 
than what little I have is to me; but L would most 


freely give more than half of all that I possess, | 


the heritage of my children, to have the com- 
promise restored as it Was before the repeal, or 
never to have had it touched. 


Mr. CLAY. Perhaps I misunderstood the | 


gentleman. He did not say that he joined the 
American party because it proposed to restore the 
Missouri compromise, but because it condemned 
the repeal. 

Mr.8HOUSTON. The American party con- 
demn all unnecessary agitations; they go for the 
Union oat and out, or I would not act with them. 
If a man who votes for the same political party 
with me were to utter a sentimentin favor of dis- 
union, though threescore years may have relaxed 
me somewhat, | would knock him down. No 
man who belongs to that party shall claim fellow- 
ship with me if he is for disunion. 

It is easy to account for the unanimity of the 
South in regard to the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise, thas been produced not by an investi- 
gation of the subject by the people, but because 
it went forth as an Administration measure, in- 
dorsed by the two political parties which had 
theretofore existed at the South, by the newspa- 
pers of the South, by the Federal office holders of 
the South. All sang pecans to the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise, and it was taken, pro con- 
fesso, to be a proper measure. Iwas the only 
beretic in that broad land, and I am proud that I 
have never sacrificed principle to expediency. If 
a man, in the integrity of his heart, in the fullness 
‘of his soul, loves his country, and cannot stand 
out “solitary and alone” against the combined in- 
fluence of patronage, of presses, of power, and of 
parties, I do not envy him his eminence; but if 
he can stand them, he ought to do it. 

My position in regard to that measure may be 
fairly tested by an illustration. Let us suppose 
that, anterior to the presidential election which 
brought into power the present Executive, the 
question of the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise had been made an issuc in the canvass, and 


one of the candidates advocated the repeal: how | 


many votes do you suppose he would have got? 


Not one State from Maine to Florida, not one 


| from the Atlantic to the Pacific, would he have 


reecived. The public mind, uninfluenced by the 
factitious circumstances to which E have adverted, 


would act freely, and say, ‘ Let italone; the great | 
| men of our country 


have made it; we have become 
ed, and powerful under it; do 
So said the Union newspaper, 
the organ of the Democratic party, when the 
question was first agitated, It said, let thi 
promise alone; it is inexpedientand unnec 
to disturb it. The distinguished Senator 
Michigan said it was uncalled for and unneces- 
sary. My friend from Virginia [Mr. Honrer] 
said it was a trifling little measure. I dreaded it 
then. I apprehended that, though it might be a 
cloud no bigger thana man’s hand, it wo 
spread and pervade this broad land. It has now 
become a murky, disagrecable cloud, but E hope 
the bight sun of reason will soon expel it, and 
give lig 
heart. 


glorious, renown 
not disturb it.” 


The day that restores to our country 
peace upon this subject, will be one of the bright 
t has dawned. since the declaration 
the victory at Yorktown. 
The American party is charged with being a 
new party. Tadmicit. Ali parties must have 
a beginning, The American party, as well as the 
Republican party, has grown out of the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise. The Demoeratic 
party canze into power omnipotent four years ago. 
They thought they could wield and mold and 
give shape to the opinions of the country. They 
thought that power was inherent in thems that 
their strength could not 


of independence, or 


would secon | 


ht and joy and peace to every American | 


be impaired; that they | 


were omnipotent, and that their rule was firmly. 
established forever. I was one of that party: but 
when the Nebraska bill came up, I stood hy my 
principles, and: the party left me. I stood alone, 
t was necessary that new political parties shoul 
rise. ‘Ihe aversion of the country to this Admin: 
istration grew stronger and stronger. The Exec- 
utive appointments, the Cabinet ministers, the 
measures of the Administration-—all were caleur 
lated to produce agitation and excitement in the » 
country, It was necessary for new political pars 
ties to be formed. The dominant party had 
become too powerful, too self-reliant, too assump- 
tive, if you will allow the expression. They 
thought they could do what they pleased. Tha 
public mind rebelled against this dictation and 
„assumption, A great party grew up atthe North, 
on the principle of resistance to the Nebraska bill, 
An infant in the cradle might have dreamed this, 
and might have known in its waking hours that 
it would be so. The American party, national 
in its objects, was formed throughout the North 
and South, though it has since, to some extent, 
been separated. One great objeet which it had 
in view was to cement the union of these States— 
to connect them by indissoluble bonds—to exclude 
from themall alien influences which might impair 
the Union, or at some future day sap the Consti- 
tution. These were the influences which led to 
it. It was produced, also, by the court previ- 
ously paid by political parties to influences extra- 
neous to our nativity. lt became a saying in 


| presidential elections, “© Whoever gets the Cath- 


| olic vote, or the foreign vote, will be elected.” 
Court was made by the Democratic and Whig 
parties to these influences, I do notexempt cither 
of these parties from this charge. They made 
court for the purpose of securing these political 
influences, in order to be elevated to power; and 
with every success these influences were increased 
in political power, and to thisextent our standing, 
morally and politically, as a free people, was 
impaired. It became necessary to arrest thesa 
deleterious influences; and it was the design of 
the American party to,attain this object, and make 
us Americans kind and beneficent in our feelings. 
The American party has no disposition to inter- 
fere with, or proscribe, those who emigrate to our 
country; but if we have the power, we ought to 
use it discredy in according to’ them privileges 
which they formerly had. not in the countrics of 
their birth, 

One of the most sensible anecdotes I ever heard 
was said to have occurred in the country in 
which I reside. Four gentlemen were running 
for the Legislature, two on each side—two Amerie 
cans andiwo modern Democrats. One of the 
Democrats went to a German who lived there, 
and talked to him about temperance. The Ger- 
man thought it would be a good thing if men 
could be kept from getting drunk, and folt inclined 
to vote for those who would sustain that view, 
At last said the candidate, ‘You are a foreigner, 
and these Americans ga against foreigners hold» 
ing office or voting at elections. “A h,” says he, 
t well Ishall vote for those men.” “Why?” 
said the candidate. “ Well,’’said he, “the Ameri- 
cans first had this country; they made the country; 
they made the Constitution; they made the laws; 
and they understand them, | If they make good 
laws, we Germans who come here get the benefit 
of thenr. If they make bad laws they have. to 
stand the bad laws. We get everything we 
want, and what we make in the country. Ifa 
German, comes here, he dous not understand your 
language; he does not understand your laws; he 
does not understand anything about the country. 
he cannot make your laws, When he comes 
here he can get the benefit of them, and that is all 
he ought to have. I never wanta German who 
docs not understand the language of the countrys 
who does understand its Constitution and laws, 
to come here from Germany and make laws for 
me, for | came away to get rid of bad laws there, 
and I do not want the Germans to make the laws 
for me here”? ` 2 . 

Lam for that principle. The cduntry Is ours. 
I would extend benefits liberally to honest enii- 
| grants; | would give them more liberty than they 
lever enjoyed in their fatherland, and certainly 
would restrain them of none. ‘They have no 
I would give them 
much more than is guarantied to our own cill- 


1 


| rightto claim to rule over us. 
| zens in other nations. 
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Mr. President, I sincerely trust that a better 
time is coming for the country than thete has 
been for some period past. Iregret the dissen- 
sions which now exist between the two Houses 
yof Congress. I hope they will be reconciled, and 
Lean be at no loss in tracing them to their origin. 
J am not here as an apologist forany party. I 
stand here to do justice to all. Istand here for 
my country, to do what | think will sustain and 

ive permanency to her institutions, and improve 
ë fer ‘condition as a nation. I will never, under 
any circumstances, foster dissension or promote 
faction, nor do I conceive that I am doing so 
when I occupy my present position before the 
world. Though I do not act with a political 
party holding the name of that great party with 
which it was my pride to act in days gone by, l 
am acting with a political party based upon prin- 
ciples which I approve; principles which must 
ultimately obtain in the country, at a more carly 
period, I think, than has been generally antici- 
pated. I know the influence of power and pat- 
ronage; I have felt it; but I have an abiding confi- 
dence in the intelligence of my countrymen. New 
influences will operate on them. They will see 
the necessity of doing something; and I hope that 
whatever is done will tend to the harmony and 

cace of the country, and the preservation of the 
nion. 

I have heard it in the strects—I have heard it 
from official gentlemen—it is not necessary nor 
would it be proper for me to name them—that in 
a certain contingency, if a gentleman who is now 
a candidate for the Presidency should be elected, 
resistance will be made, and thousands of bay- 
onets will be glistening in this avenue to resist 
him. Sir, that sentiment is not worthy of an 
American, If I had a twin-brother who uttered 
it I should certainly rebuke him, if I did not 
chastise him Iam as much opposed to the can- 
didate alluded to as any one. I have no objection 
to him personally, but I dislike the idea of a 
sectional candidate. I think it is calculated to 
sectionalize the country, and impair the strength 
of the Union, and of course | am necessarily 
opposed to his election on principle. If, how- 
ever, he receive a constitutional majority of the 
electoral votes, and be elected according to the 
Constitution, 1 shall recognize him as the Chief 
Magistrate of my country. I shall not do hom- 
age to the individual, but I shall bow reverently 
to the mandates of the Constitution and the voice 
of the American people. I will submit; every 

mtriot will submit. You are to judge the tree 
py its fruit; but because we are not gratified in 
our expectations and our desires about the eleva- 
tion of different candidates, we are not to quarrel 
and engage in strife. Any man who is clected 
to the presidential chair by the American people, 
through the constitutional channel, deserves from 
every honest man and every patriot obedience 
as the constitutional head of this nation, and he 
shall have mine. I am glad that the opposite 
sentiment does not obtain in the party of which 
Iam a member. If defeated we shall submit. 
If others be triumphant, we shall codperate in 
everything that we conccive is for the country’s 
good—everything that we think calculated to 
promote harmony and peace, and give strength 
and perpetuity to the Union and concord to the 
American people. These are our sentiments, and 
we have none which prevent us from obeying 
the Constitution or render us alien to the duty 
of good citizens. E trust the day is not distant 
when all the troubled waters of our present sec- 
tional strife will be quieted—when agitation will 
` cease. Though it does not now lash at the base | 
of the Capitol, or in the Halls of deliberation, it į 


has reached a dangerous height. E trust a calm | 
will ensue to this turbulency of the elements, and : 
that peace, joy, tranquillity, and hope, brightened | 
by delightful visions, will pervade this whole į 
community. i 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Texas has | 
satisfied me that the resolution ought not to be | 
adopted. I move to lay it on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The business 
first in order is the motion of the Senator from | 
Virginia, (Mr. Hunrer,] to lay on the table the 
bill (S. No. 466) introduced by the Senator from | 
Kentucky, [Mr. CriTTENDEN,] to alterand amend | 


the act of Congress, entitled “ An act to organize | 


the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas,” ap- i 


reasons; first, because I desire to enable the Senate 
to have a quorum, and in the second place this 
question came up, if I recollect aright, at the 
present session, since the departure of the Senator 
from Georgia, {Mr. Toomss] with whom I paired 
off. I wish also to say, that in voting against 
laying the bill on the table I by no means com- 
mit myself to.an approval of the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 22, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Ratler, Clay, Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, 
Reid, Toucey, Weller, aud Wright—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Crittenden, Durkee, 
Foot, Foster, Harlan, Seward, ‘Thompson of Kentucky, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—11. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 
DESKS OF SENATORS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thenext thing 
in order of business is the following resolution 
offercd by the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
Sewarp:] 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate ganse the 
desks appropriated to the use of the members thereof to be 
removed from the Senate Chamber. 

Mr. SEWARD. Imove that the consideration 
of that resolution be postponed until the third 
Wednesday in December next. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
will be done. ‘ 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
further business on the table. 

Mr. HUNTER. [| willstate to the Senate that 
an appropriation bill will be sent to us from the 
House ina few minutes. I hope Senators will 
keep their seats, and not be absent. The bill will 
be here directly [am told. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Bancriay, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a bil (H. R. No. 
579) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask that that bill be taken 
up and considered. now. 

There being no objection, the bill was read 
twice by its title, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is the same bill with 
the others, except as to the proviso. Task that 
the proviso be read for the information of the 
Senate, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Provided, That no part of the military service of the 
United States, for the support of which appropriations are 
made by this act, shall be employed in aid of the entorce- 
ment of any enactment heretofore passed by the bodies 
claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of Kansas. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to strike out that pro- 
viso. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 26, nays 7; as follows: 

yc y 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bel of Tennes- 
sev, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Grit- 
tenden, Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, John- 
son, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Pratt, Pagh, Reid, Thomp- 
son of Kentue Toucey, Weiler, and Wright—26. 

NAYS—Mes: 
Wade, and Wilson—7. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
and the amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole was concurred in, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third tinfe. It 
was read the third time. 

Mr. WILSON. Lask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill as amended. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I hope that 


There is no 


> 


last vote taken on this bill, [ beg leave to repeat 
that Iam unable to vote, having paired off; but 
for that, I should vote against the bill. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, 
Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Fen- 


nessee, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toucey, Weller, and Wright—25. = 


Durkee, Poot, Foster, Harlan, Trambull, | 


Mr. SEWARD. As I suppose this will be the | 


| had the vote of the Senate in its favor. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. CLAY. I move the Senate take & recess 
until a message shall be received from the House. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order 
will be made by unanimous consent, The Cnair 
hears no objection. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcxay,. Assistant Clerk, announeed 
that the House had agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 579) making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending June 30, 1857. 


COMMITTEE CLERKS. 
Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That such of the clerks of the stan ding com- 


mittees as have been on duty during the extra session be 
paid the usual compensation. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
announced that the House had passed without 
amendment the following bills and resolutions of 
the Senate: 

A joint resolution (S..R. No. 37) authorizing 
Alexander D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast 
survey, to accept a gold medal presented to him 
by the King of Sweden; 

An act (S. No. 465) to fix the times of holding 
in the State of Delaware the clection of a Repre- 
sentative in the Congress of the United States; 
and - 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 12) allowing Dr. 
E. K. Kane, and the officers associated with him 
in their late expedition to the Arctic seas in search 
of Sir John Franklin, to accept such token of 
acknowledgment from the Government of Great 
Britain as it may please to present. 


ACCEPTANCE OF MEDALS. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed the joint resolution (S. R. No. 31) 
authorizing the acceptance of certain medals from 
foreign Governments, with an amendment to add 
to the second section the words,“ and the Repub- 
lic of Bremen,’’ so as to make it read: 

Sect.2. And bé it further resolved, That Lieutenant 
M. F. Maury, of the United States Navy, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to accept the gold medals recently pre- 
sented to him by the Government: of Prussia, aud Holland, 
and the Republic of Bremen. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. In the absence of 
the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
I move a concurrence in the amendment of the 
Touse. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 


Mr. CASS. I desire to ask the Senate now to 
take up the resolution proposing to pay the three 
papers in this city for publishing the debates, 

Mr. MASON. I hope not. That resolution 
hasalready been acted on by the Senate, I believe, 
by laying it on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion wil] be read. 

The Secretary read the following resolution, 
submitted by Mr. Brown on the 9th of August: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay from the 
contingent fund of the Senate, to the proprictors of the 
Union, National Intelligencer, and Sentinel, for publishing 
the debates and proceedings of the Senate for the last two 
Congresses, and up to the conclusion of the present ses- 
sion, at the rate of $4 50 per column: Provided, That any 
of said journals who may have already been paid for any 
portion of the above service, shall not be again paid for the 
same. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr, MASON. Mr. President, a resolution of 
this character has been offered several times here- 
tofore within my recollection, and never has it 
Iisa 
proposition to pay certain papers in Washington 
for publishing the proceedings of Congress, or 
the speeches of the members of the two Houses 
of Congress, which they properly publish at their 
own discretion, as a duty incumbent on them 
to their subscribers. A newspaper at the city 
of Washington would be of very little compara- 
tive value out of the city, unless it gave inform- 
ation of the proceedings of Congress, and gave 
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auch speeches as were of general public interest, 
oy as would be thought to be desirable to the 
general class of readers. Now,I can see no pro- 
priety in compensating papers for doing that 
which it is their own interest to do,and which it 
is to be presumed they would not do if it was not 
their interest. With one of those newspapers, 
the National Intelligencer, and with the Dem- 
ocratic paper, the Union, there was a contract by 
Congress to report and publish the debates cf ihe | 
Senate, which [ think was carried on at the 
of $7 50 a column, and which they vo 
declined as a burden they could not bear. 
then resumed what they had always therct 
done, the publication of an account of the 
ceedings of Congress, with occasional por 
of the debates. I can sce no propriety in y g 
them for this; and jt does seem to me that itis 
an exceedingly bad precedent. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Bropnean] suggests that it 
will take some twenty thousand dollars, and is to 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 
I know of no other mode in which it can be paid. 
I ask for the yeas and navs on the passage of the 
resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘I have always voted for this 
resolution. I think that my friend from Virginia 
is in error when he says that it has not passed 
heretofore. Iam one of those who believe it is 
the best mode of communicating speeches to the 
public—let intelligent editors select them. I sup- 
pose they take what they regard as speeches most ; 
likely to affect the public mind. 1 would much | 
rather have that mode of going to the public than |! 
throw in everything which is delivered in the | 
House of Representatives and the Senate. I have 
voted for the diffusion of all these speeches. If 
this resolution was for the payment of one paper | 
alone, I could not vote for it; butit is to pay three 
papers, which I suppose have diffused them gen- 
erally. I believe itis just to bestow something 
on those who have diffused that kind of intelli- 
gence, selected, in some measure, under the re- 
sponsibility of public journalists, I think this 
is some security against throwing trash into the 
country, and is much better than compelling these 
papers to take everything from the Globe. The 
worst task I would ever wish imposed on me 
would be to be compelled to read everything in 
the Globe. I know there are very good speeches | 
in it, and I suppose they are selected from it, and 
published in these other papers. I have always 
voted for this resolution, and shall vote for it! 
again. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to ask for information, 
if the resolution passes, out of what fund will the 
money be paid? : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion provides that it shall be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate. . 

Mr. MASON. To be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of the Senate under a Government with 
a Constitution which is careful and guarded in 
providing that money shall pot be paid out of the 
Treasury unless appropriated by law. A certain 
sum of money is appropriated by law for the 
contingent expenses of the Senate; and one of 
the contingent expenses of the Senate 1s to diffuse 
information among the people, as we have been 
told by the Senate from South Carolina! Sir, 
if this is to be done, do it by law; designate the 
papers who are to publish the congressional mat- 
ters, and pay them a stipulated price for it. I 
would almost implore the Senator not to set the 
example of running into this abuse—an abuse of | 
the very worst character—an abuse of pecuniary | 
trust. Suppose it be done; to what must it lead? 
If we are to pay these papers for publishing pro- 
ceedings in Congress in such manner as they j 
think proper, and such debate as they may select, |! 
it will lead to one of two things: cither bitterness | 
and ill-feeling from the belief that they favor one ; 
party, and do not favor another party; or that | 
they favor one class of individuals, and not an- K 
other class of individuals; or it Will place it in i 
the power of these papers to give one-sigled and |; 
garbled views. Lam free toexpress this, because || 

f 
| 
i 
i 


1 


Yam conscious, although certainly not deserving ; 
it, that these papers have, from ume to time, vol- ; 
untarily done me the honor to publish speeches 
which Í have made, and I, am at liberty, there- |; 
fore, to speak of it. 1 do it with regrets but E 
feel it an incumbent duty on me, as far as I can, 


: gencer that it has published but very few of my 
| others that I delivered here, attracted most atten- | 
= that has had no influence on me. 


i word before giving my vote on thisresolution. 1 | 


i| all newspapers that are published in the city of 


‘| olists of the telegraphic patents upon intelligence, 


to resist this extraordinary disposition to pay 
money out of the Treasury, without responsi- 
bility, and without proper consideration. 

Mr. BUTLER. I did not know that this 
money was to be paid out of the contingent fund. 
I cannot agree to take the money out of the con- 
tingent fund. I think it is one of those things 
which should come out of the common Treasury. 
Whilst up, I must say of the National Intelli- 


speeches. The speech which, perhaps, of all 
tion, has not found its way into itscolumns; but 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I must say a 


shall vote for it, and vote for it upon a principle. 
Iam under no obligations to thank either the 
Union, or the Sentinel, or the National Intel- 
ligencer, for there are no three papers in the 
United States, which, taken altogether, have done 
more to pervert the public judgment in regard to 
my own position, principles, and character, than 
those three. ‘Neverfheless, sir, I shall vote for 
it, because it is our duty to see — it is necessary | 
for us to do so—that the public have information 
of what is done in Congress; and, in order to do 
that, we must have it done by newspapers which | 
exist in the city of Washington, and nowhere 
else. The public have been informed of the pro- 
ceedings of Congress at the late session and this 
session, only through the medium of the New 
York city newspapers, and newspapers in other | 
capitals and large cities. A fortnight before the 
last session met, the telegraph associations ci- | 
tered into a combination, by which they agreed 
to raise the price of telegraphic dispatches from 
the city of Washington northward —I do not 
know whether southward — three times above 
their former standard, the effect of which has 
been to cut down the telegraphic account of the 
debates of the Senate, out of a day of eight hours, 
or ten or twelve hours, to a single column in the 
Now York city newspapers, and the debates of 
the House of Representatives to half a column. | 
Nothing that has been said or done here has been 
communicated to the people in the true light in 
which it occurred here. Sir, with no thanks and 
no obligations to the editors and publishers of 
these papers, I shall vote for publishing, at the | 
Government expense, true and full accounts, by | 


Washington; and, at another session, 1 propose | 
to call the attention of Congress to the question 
whether we shall havea tax levied by the monop- 


which is the food of public liberty. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I shall vote against this 
proposition, and I shall certainly vote against it 
on principle. I cannot sce the least pretense for 
the passage of a resolution of this character. It 
is brought in here at this late hour, at a time 
when I know there is no disposition to listen to 
debate; but still I will not consent, so far as I am 
concerned, that it shall pass without expressing 
my views upon it. Itis proposed to pay three 
newspapers in the city of Washington (and I 
suppose the three are coupled together to add to 
their strength) for publishing the debates of the 

resent Congress and two former Congresses. 
For what? The Senator from New York com- 
plains that the telegraphic reports are meager. I 
should like to know whether the reports con- 
tained in these papers published at the seat of 
Government are not meager? What sort of an 
idea does a reader get of a debate of eight hours 
in the Senate, from looking over the Washington 
Sentinel, or Union, or Intelligencer? Probably | 
he will get a list of the names of the persons who 
engaged in the debate, amongst whom there may 
be some favorite individual, the points of whose 
argument to some extent may be given. : 

Now, sir, if you pay these papers for publish- 
ing the proceedings of abn there 5 Fe gr 

ropriety in paying the papers in the cities 0 
New York, Bahimore. ahd Philadelphia. We 
had better, at once, adopt a general law to pay 
every newspaper throughout the land at the rate 
of $4 50 a column for publishing any account of 


the proceedings of Congress. Precisely upon the 
same principle we should be required to pay 
every newspaper in the land. There is not one 
of these newspapers in the city of Washington i 


that could sustain itself at all, if it did not, as a 


matter of news and information to its readers, 
give some account of the proceedings of Congress 
when in session. I can look upon this resolution 
in no other light than as.a proposition to take 
from the Treasury, and out of the contingent fund, 
too, in the dast hours of the session, $20,000, as I 
understand, as a bonus to these newspapers for 
services already Performed—not for anything that 
is to be done hereafter, but for publishing accounts 
which are very far from being satisfactory, prob- 
ably, to any member of the Senate, and I know 
are very unsatisfactory to many of its members. 
I trust the resolution will not be permitted to ` 
ass. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall oppose the resolution 
onthe ground that this money should not be paid 
from the contingent fund; otherwise I should vote 
for it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 18, nays 46; as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Bright, Brown, Cass, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Foot, Foster, Hous- 
ton, Jones of Tennessee, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, Weller, and Wright--18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, 
Geyer, Harlan, Iverson, Mason, Pagh, Reid, Toucey, 
Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—16. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE OW ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. BAYARD. I move that an additional 
member be added to the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills. Iunderstand that an addition is necessary 
to enable the bills to be examined. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. BAYARD 
was appointed. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barczay, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had passed a resolution for the 


i adjournment of the two Houses to-day at three 


and a half o’clock. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolutions: 

An act making appropriations for the support 
TER Army for the year ending the 30th of Tine: 

; ° 
An act to fix the times of holding in the State 
of Delaware the election of a Representative in 
the Congress of the United States; 

A resolution allowing. Dr. E. K. Kane, and the 
officers associated with him in their late expedi- 
tion to the Arctic seas in search of Sir Fohn 
Franklin, to accept such token of acknowledg- 
ment from the Government of Great Britain as it 
may please to present; 

A resolution authorizing the acceptance of cer- 
tain medals from foreign governments; and 

A resolution authorizing Alexander D, Bache, 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, to accept a 
medal presented to him by the King of Sweden. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I ask now for the 
consideration of the resolution of the honorable 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. Cy.avron,] in rela- 
tion to extra compensation to employés. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Tennessee, 


to take up the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to each of the 
employés of the Senate, and in the Congressional Library, 
the same compensation that is allowed to the employés of 
the House of Representatives, by the resolution of the 
House of the 13th of August, 1856, to be paid out of the 
contingent fund of the Senate, under the direction of the 
Committee to Audit and Control the same. 


Mr. MASON. I hope it will not be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
the resolution by adding: 

« And that there be paid out of the contingent fund to 
Robert Carter and Henry Dodson, and to the folders tempo- 
rarily employed in the service of the Senate, fifty dollars 
each.” f 

The folding business has been very great this 
session. This is to give our colored employés 
fifty dollars each. I move that amendment, and 
I hope there will be no objection to it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I move to amend 
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lay the resolution on the table, and ask for the 
yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. s 

Mr. IVERSON. I wish to ask whether this 
resolution includes the pages? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
all the employés. ao. S 

- Mr. BUTLER. I shall have an inquiry made 
at the next session, as to the number necessary 
to be employed. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
on the motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
resulted— yeas 7, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Foot, Hunter, Johnson, Mason, 
Trumbull, and Wright—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Bright, Brod- 
head, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dodge, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, Pratt, 
Pagh, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The words ‘during 
the last session °” had better be inserted at the 
proper place in the resolution. : 

The resolution was so modified. 

Mr. MASON. Although it would seem to be 
a very ungracions office, Í desire that the Senate 
shall know how the officers are now organized, 
and what sums they respe€tively receive. In 
July, 1854, the committee of which I formerly 
spoke made their report. They gave the number 
of officers then in the Senate, and the pay allowed 
to each, and they recommended the organization 
which was adopted by the Senate without any 
modification, by which it was resolved: 

«That the compensation of the officers and persons in 
the empioy ment of the Senate aher the 30th of June, 1853, 
be as follows: The Secretary of the Senate, 83.090 ; the 
officer charged with the disbursements of the Senate, 3400; 
the principal clerk and the executi terk in the office of 
the Secretary of the Senate, cach 1.800 a year”? 

Since that time an additional clerk has been 
added, I believe, at the same rate of compensa- 


tion, 

Mr. BUTLER. No, $2,500. 

Mr. MASON. I do not remember the salary 
of the additional clerk. I thought it was the 
same. Lam informed the additional clerk re- 
ceives $2,500. m 

Mr. PRATT. The salary of one of the old 
clerks was increased to $2,500, but the new clerk 
does not receive anything hike that. 

Mr. MASON. He docs not receive less than 
the chief clerks, I take it for granted; they re- 
ceive cach $1,800, Then there are eight clerks 
in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, each 
receiving $1,541 67; the keeper of the stationery 
$1,460; ove messenger in the office of the Sec- 
retary $900, and another messenger $625, to 
which is added a page in the Secretary’s office 
at $416 77. The Sergeant-at-Arms und Door- 
keeper has $1,666 77; the Assistant Doorkeeper 
$1,416 77. The persons in the office of the Ser- 
geant-at-Armg are paid as follows: the Postmaster 
1,458 34; Assistant Postrmasterand mail carrier 
200; two mail boys each $6505 superintendent 
of documentroom $1,250; two assistants in docu- 
ment room cach $1,000; the superintendent of 
the folding room $1,250; two messengers acting as 
agsistant doorkeepers $1,250; fifteen messengers 
each $900; superintendent in charge of the Sen- 
ate furnaces $900; assistant in charge of furnaces 
$500; laborer in charge of the private passage, 
8500; ten pages $2 a day each during the session; 
clerk or secretary to the President of the Senate 
$1,460. In addition to these sums, each of these 
officers receives twenty per cent. on bis salary, 
by virtue ofa joint resolution passed in July, B54. 

As this report states, amongst the reasous for 
making the officers permanent, and for fixing 
their salaries, was, that it had theretofore been 
the custom generally—sometimes not observed — 
to allow two months’ additional pay to each of 
the messengers of the Senate, and to the pages 


$200, One object of this report, as 1 have said— ; 


(I do not mean to detain the Senate hy a speech, 
or attempt to kill the measure by indireeuon, if 
itis the pleasure of the body to pass it)—one 
great object was to organize this corps of officers 
ju such manner as would be acceptable to them, 
and secure proper service to the Senate, As the 
chairman of the committee, I conferred freel 

with the officers, and understood they were all 


perfectly satisfied, The other members of the | 


committee conferred with them. 


We modified 


It includes. 


the scale from time to time, as far as we could, 
to meet their approbation. What is the result? 
Here, within a very short time, we are now 
asked to increase their compensation by the addi- 
tion of one fifth. The corps of officers in the 
Senate is ample; their salaries have been graded; 
they are well paid, and better paid than any like 
corps of officers in the Government. 1 will not 
say that they are redundant; but if it becomes 
necessary, I shall feel it my duty to inquire into 
that; and if they are redundant, to prune them 
down if we can, and to reduce their salaries if 
they are to have these gratuities given to them 
at the close of each session. I ask for the ycas 
and nays on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAYTON. It is very true, as the hon- 
orable Senator says, there was a committee to fix 
the salaries of these officers; but what docs this 
resolution propose to do? Does it propose to 
make any permanent increase of the salary of the 
officers? Not at all. It proposes to do precisely 
what the House of Representatives has done by 
its officers, and give to the officers of the Senate 
not one cent more than has been given to the 
officers of the other [fouse. I am not content 
„that the other House shall pay its officers better 
than the officers of the Senate of the United 
States. Further, this is a proposition to pay 
these officers for services at an extra session, It 
farnishes no precedent for bringing in a resolu- 
tion of this description at the expiration of a reg- 
ular session; but it has been customary always, 
I believe, at the end of an extra session, to give 
the officers extra compensation. I will not detain 
the Senate about this matter; but I am satisfied 
that the pay of our officers should not be less 
than those of the other LIouse. The resolution 
simply places them on an equality. ° 

Mr. MASON. The argument that they are to 
be paid because it is an extra session, with all 
respect to the Senator, is, it seems to me, merely 
|an excuse. Their pay goes on. The salaried 
officers receive their salary and those who receive 
a per diem receive a per diem, and there is no addi- 
tional labor, 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN. [ask to have inserted in 
the proper place, after the words which describe 
the class of officers to be paid, the following: 


And that there be paid, out of the contingent. fund of the 
Senate, to the pages, and such others as may have received 
the same at the close of the last Congress, the usual mount 
of extra compensation paid to them by the Senate. 


The practical effect is to embrace one or two 
officers who have heretofore received the compen- 
sation, but are not embraced by the terms of the 
resolution. ; 

Mr. YULEE. I should like to move an amend- 
ment to thatamendment. As we are distributing 
favors, and we desire to leave all who are con- 
| nected with us in this wing of the Capitol happy 
and in good humor, I propose to amend by add- 
ing, for our old friend, Mr. Sheahan, down stairs, 
$200. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We are evidently 
| running this thing into the ground. I am as 
| willing to pay liberally as any man in the Senate, 
but J call upon every Senater here to tell me if 
he believes that these little boys (the pages) are 
| worth more than $800 a year. We pay them 
| 600 for eight months. 
with that, and the proposition is to increase their 
| pay twenty per cent, If there is a Senator here 
| who believes they are entitled to it, { want him 
| to vote for it. -F do not believe it, L can hire 
l three able-bodied men in Tennessee to work the 
| year round for what these little boys, who are 
scarecly out of their swaddling clothes, are get- 
i) ting. 
| Mr. 
| 


BRODHEAD. I move that the usual 


tives to inform the President of the United States 
i that, unless he has further communications to 
i make, the two Houses of Congress are ready to 
| adjourn. 


: The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a 


| ator from Florida, (Mr. Yuure,] as an amend- 
| ment to the pending amendment. 

i! 

| And that J. Sheahan be allowed and paid in the same 
|| manner, the sum of 3209, 


| Mr. PRATT. If gentlemen desire to defeat 


They are not satisfied | 


committee be appoinied to join such committee as 
may be appointed by the [louse of Representa- | 


; question before the Senate, on motion of the Sen- | 


: 
j 


i 
t 
| 


| sitions. 
| muchas they are entitled to. As to the argument 


| expec 
i certainty did not expect it from him. His, that 


t 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
f 
lj 
i 
i 
i 


the original resolution they can readily do it by 
talking; that is one way. Another way is by 
adding amendments not contemplated by those 
who are prepared to vote for the original resolu- 
tion. It occurred to me, although | may accord 
with the speech of my friend from Virginia, that 
this was a case whieh could not be drawn asa 
precedent. Here we havean extra session. The 
House of Representatives, even before the extra 
session, gave their clerks, who receive under the 
law the same compensation that ours do, the 
additional compensation which we now propose 
to give for the extra session. I think, therefore, 
that, without making it a precedent, we may well 
go for the original resolution. I hope Senators 
will not kill, by indirection, the resolution as 
originally offered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
as muchas I intended to say. 
Mr. PRATT. ‘T thought you had finished. ” 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir, 1 intended 
to pay a compliment to my colleague for moving 
this resolution. It isnot an original proposition 
of his, but I appreciate the heart that prompted 
it. I know the gencrous motive that led him to 
present it and urge it; but I think he is doing in- 
justice to those whom he has attempted to serve. 
I remember at the opening of this Congress there 
were from forty to one hundred applicants for 
pageships in this body. These little boys are 
clever and lovable, and I feel as kindly to them 
as a father; but they were preferred over others. 
On what ground? “That they were entitled to 
receive the pay which was fixed for them. Now 
you are doing them a great wrong, They are elec- 
tioncering all over the Senate to get their pay 
increased. They stipulated to serve for a given 
price—an enormous price, as every Senator on > 
this foor must know and feel. I think giving- 
this extra compensation is an act of injustice to 
them. It teaches them to feel that they are not 
to rely on their contracts, but to seek something 
beyond. I repeat that there is no man here who 
believes that they are entitled to $600 for eight 
months, and then an addition of twenty per cent. 
to that. As for the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Arkansas, if this passes that ought 
to pass too, for the pages whom it includes were 
precisely in the same condition that these are; 
and if we are prepared to give these an addition 
of twenty per cent., why not go back and do jus: 
tice to the little pages that were here before? 
Then, again, take the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Florida, for a man that 1 do not 

know. > 

Mr. YULEE. Iwill say to the Senator, that 
I withdraw that amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should be glad 
if Senators would withdraw all these propo- 
I think these people are receiving as 


Thad said almost 


of the Senator trom Delaware, I should have 
ted it from a young man like myself, but L 


the House’ of Representatives has done a great 
wrong, and the Senate ought to follow it! Why, 
that is the very thing for which we have been as- 
sembled here now--to correct the errors of the 
Tlouse of Representatives; and Iam happy to 


| congratulate him, and the country, and the cause 


of T:berty every where, that the Senate has tri- 
umphed at last in bringing them back to a sense 
of their duty, Now, the Senator tells us that we 
ought to vote this extra compensation because 
the House of Representatives have done it, That 
argument does not suit me, 

Mr, CLAYTON, I did not say we should do 
it merely because the House of Representatives 
had done it; but the honorable Senator says that 
we should be doing a great wrong to these offi- 


| cers of the Senate, especially the boys, by giving 


them extra compensation. It is not so, sir. This 
is an extra session, and therefore, as was well - 
remarked by the Senator from Maryland, this 
case furnishes no precedent. The Senator from 
Tennessee says, if we do this we ought to go 
back and pay the pages who were here before. 
Let us apply that argument to ourselves. This 
Congress has raised its compensation. Why not 
apply to the gentleman bis argument, and say: 


| «Go back and pay members who have been here 
| heretofore.”? 


It is a small matter, and I will not 
detain the Senate about it. : 
The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The question 


is on the amendment 
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sas. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. f am strongly of the opinion 
that it would be unjust to pass any resolution of 
this character at all, if distinctions are to be drawn 
in this way. Some are to receive extra compen- 
sation, and some are not. Who can tell what 
officers are to receive and who are not to receive 
it, afid inform us as to the relative merits of those 
rejected or those that are to have it? I hope the 
whole thing will be voted down. sian 

The question being taken by ycas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 2], nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Bright, 
Brown, Cass, Clayton, Dodge, Durkee, Foot, Foster, 
Harlan, Houston, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Seward, 
Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Yulee—2k. 

NAYS—Messrs. Douglas, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, John- 


son, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toucey, Trumbull, and Wright—ll. 


So the resolution was adopted. 
BILES BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. J. Appison Tomas, Assistant 
Secretary of State, announced that he had ap- 
proved and signed the following bill and resolu- 
tions: 3 

An act to fix the times of holding in the State 
of Delaware the election of a Representative in 
the Congress of the United States; 

A resolution allowing Dr. E. K. Kane, and the 
officers associated with hira in their late expe- 
dition to the Arctic seas in search of Sir John 
Franklin, to accept such token of acknowledg- 


ment feom the Government of Great Britain as it 


may please to present; 

A. resolution authorizing the acceptance of cer- 
tain medals from foreign Governments; 

A resolution authorizing Alexander D. Bache, 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, to accept a 
medal presented by the King of Sweden. 


THANKS TO PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 


Mr. CASS, (Mr. Wexner occupying the 
chair.) I desire to submit a resolution, which I 
have no doubt will meet the concurrence of the 
Senate, as a tribute of acknowledgment to the 
impartiality and ability with which the President 
of the Senate has discharged his difficult and deli- 
cate duties during the present and Hast session: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be given to the 
fon. Jesse D. BRIGHT, President of the Senate pro tem- 
nore, for. the dignity, ability, and impartiality with which 
fre has discharged the duties of the Chair. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


Mr. HUNTER. Lmove to take up the House | 


resolution for adjournment. E 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 
Resolved, (the Senate concerring,) That the President 
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives adjourn their respective Houses sine die, 
this day, at three o’ciock thirty minutes, p. m. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to concur in the reso- 
lution. ; 

The resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move the usual resolu- 
tion for the appointment of a committee, to join 
such committee as may be appointed on the part 


of the House of Representatives, to wait on the | 
President of the United States, and inform him 


that, unless he have any further communication 
to make the two Houses are ready to adjourn. 


The resolution was agreed to; and Messrs. | 
Bropuean, Wricut, and Foster, were appointed | 


the committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcuay, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House had appointed as a committec, to 
join the committee of the Senate to wait on the 
President of the United States, Messrs. Smirnu of 
Tennessee, CARLILE of Virginia, and BARBOUR 
of Indiana. 

After a brief interval the committee returned, 


6 


of the Senator from Arkan- 


the President of the United States had no further 
communication to make. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We have a very 
few minutes left; but there is time enough to trans- 
| act some necessary executive business. I move 
| an executive session. i 


The motion was agreed to. When the. doors 


, clared the Senate adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, August 30, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o'clock, m. Prayer 
by the late Chaplain, Rev. Danter Waroo. 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business 


standing committees of the House. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS, 
On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 


|! Grdered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
| files of the House the petition and accompanying papers 
in relation to the claims for moneys duc for the services of 
the Mississippi volunteers, and for horses, during the war 
of 1812, heretofore presented by the late Major William 
Henry, for the purpose of presentation at the State Depart- 
i Men, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the regular 
| order of business.  # 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I ask the 
i unanimous consent to introduce a resolution in- 


report an Army appropriation bill without any 
ji extraneous proviso. 
Mr. FLAGLER. I object, and call for the 


_ regular order of business. 
| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. KEITT. I wish to state,in justice to 
myself, that if I had been present when the bill 
giving increased compensation to members of 
Congress was on its passage, I should have voted 
| for it. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to report 
another bill making apprépriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the fiscal year ending the 
39th of June, 1857. 
| The SPEAKER. Reports of private bills only 
| are in orderexcept by unanimousconsent. [Cries 
i of ** No objection !’"} 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, Then I ask unanimous 
i consent to make the report. 

No objection being made, 
Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee of 


priations for the support of the Army for the fis- 
cal year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

The bill was read a first and second time by iis 
title. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
in order to save the necessity of reading the bill 
|| through, that the bill I have reported is the old 
| Army bill, having appended to it the naked pro- 
| viso, that the money appropriated shall not be 
| expended in the exccution of the laws passed by 


The proviso was read, and it is as follows: 


At the end of the bill add: 

Provided, ‘That no part of the military forée of the 
United States for the support of which appropriations are 
made by this act, shall be employed in aid of the enforce- 


t 

Í 

i 

t 

f . . 
| of Kansas. [Cries of “ Read the proviso !”’] 
| 

| 

t 

| 

i 


claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of Kansas. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the previous 
| question. iy 
| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Lask the gentleman 
| from Ohio to’withdraw the demand for the pre- 


; the House may be taken upon that question, and 
! then we can go on and vote upon the engrossment 
i and passage of the bill, whether my motion suc- 


| ceed or fail. - 


er F : i 
and Mr. Bropurap, the chairman, reported that 


in order was reports of private bills from the jj 


| Structing the Committee of Ways and Means to | 


Ways and Means, reported a bil] making appro- į 
| 


I will state to the House, ! 


a body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature | 


ment of any enactment heretofore passed by the bodies | 


were reopened, the PRESIDENT pro tempore de- ||- 


| has called for the previous question.” 


| being: allowed on “the other. 
| withdraw"! 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I also ask to be 
allowed to move an amendment to the proviso, 


If there is to be a ‘test-vote on one view of the — l 


subject, I desire that there shall. be a test voteon 
another view of the subjecti oon 0 BB 

Mr. CAMPBELL. “The House will readily 
perceive, that if I withdraw the call for the pre- 


vious gquestion———~ | : 
Mr. SEWARD. Has there been any call for 
the previous question? . fears 
The SPEAKER: The ‘gentleman from: Ohio 
Mr. SEWARD. Then I object to any debate 
unless the call is withdrawn, and we can all be 


heard. me 
Mr, CAMPBELL. Will not: the gentleman 


| allow me to respond to the appeal-of the gentle- 


man from Georgia, a member from his own side? 

Mr. SEWARD. I do. not object ‘to that; I 
only object: to debate+on one side without. its 
[Cries of ** Don’t 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well. beall forthe 
previous question. Ihave nothing moye. to: say. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York. Idesize to. make 
some remarks on this question, but'as.the previous 
question has been called_I ‘shall have no oppor- 
tunity to submit them. I therefore ask leave: to 
publish them. 2 iron 

Myr. MeMULLIN. I object. 9 os 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee.’ If the call for the 
previous question is not seconded, willit not bein 
order to move tu strike out the proviso? 

The SPEAKER. It will; and it will: be in 
order to move amendments to the bill. 2.) 

Mr. STEPHENS. There are. gentlemen'at 
present absent from the Hall, who: did not ex- 
pect this vote to be taken to-day; and in order 
that they may gẹ here I move that there be a 
call of the House. i 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion. - ae i 

The yeas and nays were ordered: 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 97, nays. 94; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs: Aiken, Akers, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Hendley S. Bennett, Boeock, Bowie, Boyce. Branch, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P, Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Cling- 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R, W, Cobb, Cox, Craige, 
Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdel:, Edmund- 
son, Edwards, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Flagler, Fiorence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- . 
wood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, 
Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaicy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Pelton, 
Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, 
Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A: 
Smith, Willian Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, Vail, 
Walker, Warner, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, Join V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 

NAYS~Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, 


| Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaf- 


fee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie; 
“mrie, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R: Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, © 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, ‘Parker, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stran- 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, . Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader. O.. Wash- 
bume, Elihu B. Washburne, Israd Washburn, Welch, 
Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—94. 
So it was ordered that there be a call of the 


House. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, said: Mr. Speaker, 
I have been requésted'to state that my colleague, 
Mr. Enerisu, has paired off, for. this extra ses- 
sion. of Congress, with Mr. Minter, of New 
York. Mr, Exciisy is at home, in consequence 
of severe sickness in his family. a 

Mr. MORGAN. From a conversation E had 
with my colleague, I am lead to believe that ne 
had a wrong impression in regard tothe pair 
which has just been stated bymhe gentleman from. 
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with whom he had paired was presentin the city; 
dhat-he was anxious to leave the city and return 
home, in consequence of the illness of his wife. 
T asked particularly on this point,“ Are you 
thatthe gentleman wit 

dofis here?” Ele replied in the afirma- 
ive: “He said that he had ‘been'so told. 

‘oMr, MILLER, of Indiana. There can be no 
doubt in the matter. I handed Mr. Mitte, the 
-gentleman’s. colleague, the letter I had‘ received 

from Mr. Exeitsu, which he read. 

‘Several Mumprrs. It is allright, 

Mr.ORRstated that hiscolleague {Mr. Brooxs] 
had paired off with Mr. Nicwors. 

“Mr. GALLOWAY stated thas Mr. Linney 
had paired off with Mr. Bax. 

The Clerk: then proceeded to call the roll, when 
the following members failed to answer to their 
names: 

Messrs. Ball, Bishop, Brooks, Broom, Burlingame, Car- 
utliers, Childs, Bayard Clarke, Day, English, Foster, Henry 
M. Fuller, Robert B. Hall, Herbert, Valentine B. Horton, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Kiljan Miller, Millward, 
Moore, Paine, Pearce, Perry, Reade, Ready, Trippe, Valk, 
Watkins, and Watson. — 

The SPEAKER stated, that one hundred and 
ninety-cight members had answered to their 


names. ` 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move to dispense with 
all further proceedings under the call; and on that 
motion Teall the yeas and nays, I make the 
motion for the purpose of affording those who 
are absent time to come in. 


diana. He inf fied the that the’ entleman || 
Indiana. He infor: g O Me HARRISON. 


whom you have |} 


The yens and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. lt is the duty of the Chair 
to order the doors of the House to be closed; but, 
if there be no objection, they will not be closed. 
`- Mr. BARCLAY. I object. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It may be proper to state 
that my colleague, Mr. Broom, has been seriously 
indisposed for a week or more, and that since the 
call Í have learned he has paired off with Mr. 
Bisyor. 

Mr. ORR. Is it in order to move that Mr. 
Broom be excused? 

The SPEAKER. It will bogin order to move 
excuses when the names of absentees are called. 

Mr. STEPHENS. .1 withdraw my motion, 


that all further proccedings under the call be dis- 
pensed with. p undorstand ‘that some of the 
absentees are in the city, and it may be proper 
that they should be sent for. 

The doors were then closed; and the names of 
the absentecs called for excuses, as follows: 

Epwarp BALL. 

Mr. SAPP. My colleague has paired off with 
Mr. Linney, and has left the city. F move that 
“he be excused. 

The motion was agrecd to. 

Jamss Bissor. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that Mr. Bisnor 
be excused for the reason that he has left the | 
city and paired off. | 

The motion was agreed to. 

Preston S. Brooks. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, 
paired off and left the city. 
excused, 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

Jacos Broom. 

Mr. FLORENCE. For the reasons that [| 
stated a moment ago, I move that Mr. Broom be 
excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Anson BURLINGAME. 


Mr. Brooxs has 


GAME, is not in the city. 
cused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SAMUEL CARUTHERS. 

Mr. PHELPS. My colleague, Mr. CaruTtH- | 
ers, is absent from the city, and paired off with 
Mr. Perry. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Tromas CHILDS. | 

The SPEAKER. Mr. Cmps has not been | 
present during the session, and stands excused. 

BAYARD CLARKE. | 
_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am not author- 
ized to make any statement in reference to Mr. 
Curarse, but I understand that he has paired off 


I move that he be ex- i 


I move that he be į 
{1 
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| has paired off with Mr. Moone. I move that he 


Timotuy C. Day... - i Şe : 
Mr. Day is very ill, and 
has paired off with Mr. Fourier, of Pennsylvania. 
J move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WiLL m H. ENGLISH. 

“Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. I moye that my 
colleague, Mr. Enexisn, be excused in conse- 
quence of sickness in his family and his having 

aired off. à 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GALLOWAY .. As there seems to be 
some misunderstanding in regard to the arrange- 
ment between Mr. Eneuisu and Mr. MILLER, of 
New York, I desire to say that I asked Mr. 
Munzer if he had paired off, and he replied that 
he had. I asked with whom, and he replied with 
Mr. Ennis. Iasked him when the pair was 
to begin, and he replied this morning. I make 
this statement in justice to the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

NATHANIELG. Fosver. 

Henry M. FULLER. 

Mr. EUSTIS. Mr. Furrer has paired off 
with Mr. Day. He is detained at home on im- 
portant business, and I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Rosert B. HALL. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Haru has paired off 
with my colleague, Mr, TRIPPE, andissick. I 
move that he be excused. 

Mr. MILLSON. I wish it to be understood 
that I object to excusing any member simply on 
the ground that he has paired off. 

The SPEAKER. It is within the knowledge 
of the Chair that Mr. Hax is quite unwell. 

The motion was ggrecd to. 

Mr. CUMBACK. | take it for granted that 
all the absent members are either sick or paired 
of and I think we might as well excuse them 
all. 

Objection was made. 

Privemon T, HERBERT. N 

Mr. DENVER. My colleague has left the 
city, and is on his way to California. {move that 
he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Varentine B. Horror. 

Mr. STANTON. On the first- day of this 
extra session, my colleague [Mr. Harran] and 
myself took the responsibility of pairing my 
colleague [Mr. korron] off with Mr. Reapy, of 
Tennessee. Subsequently Mr. Horron returned 


No excuse offered. 


|| to the city; and although somewhat dissatisfied 


with the arrangement, assented to it, and in con- 
sequence of that pair, being unable to vote, he 
has left the city. | move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

James J. LINDLEY. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. My colleague, 
My. Laypvey, has paired off with Mr. BALL, 
and has left the city. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. 
fered. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Is it in order to move 
that Mr. Marswaut be sent for? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The order will 
be made to senå for all the absentees as soon as 
the call shall have been completed, unless the 
House shall otherwise order. 

Kiırrian MILLER. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Mixer has paired 
off with Mr. Eneuisu. 1 move that he be ex- 


‘No excuse of- 


|| cused. 
Mr. COMINS. My colleague, Mr. BurLIN- | 


The motion was agreed to. 
WiLuam MILLWARD, 
Mr. FLORENCE. I think my colleague has 


|| paired off, though I do not know with whom. 
f (Canghigr-| { move that he be excused. 


The motion was agreed to. 

Oscar F; Moors. 

Mr. SAPP. My colleague is absent from the 
city. I do not know whether he has paired off 
or not; but I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Rosert T. PAINE. 

Mr. PURYEAR. My colleague left the city 
some weeks since in very bad health. I have no 
idea that he is able to be here. I move that he be 
excused. 


with Mr. Vaux, who is indisposed. I move that 
he be excused. ` 


The motion was@greed to. i 


The motion was agreed to. 
Joun J. Pearce. 


Mr. KUNKEL. [understand that Mr. Pearce | 


be excused. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

Joun J. Perry. eee 

Mr. BENSON. Mr. Perry -left the. city on 
the adjournment of the last session, before the 
proclamation calling an extra session had been 
issued. He was then paired off with Mr. Bur- 
wert. Since that time Mr. Bornerr has returned; 
and I urderstand that he has been paired off with .- 
Mr. Caruruers, who is absent. move that he 
be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Enwin Q. READE. f 

Mr. PURYEAR. My colleague, Mr. READE, 
also left the city some days since, in consequence 
of ill-health.. Í have telegraphed him to return, 
and I, have no doubt he will be here the first mo- 
mente is able. I move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Cuaries READY. 

Mr. SNEED. In consequence of severe indis- 

osition in his family, and his having paired off,’ 
[move that Mr. Reavy be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Rosert P. Trivre. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Mr. Triprx has paired 
off with Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. I move 
that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Winam W. VALK. : 

Mr. Fuacuer. . Mr. Vark has paired off: I 
move that he be excused. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Axsert Q. WATKINS. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Wargins has 
paired off with Mr. Warson. Mr. WATKINS is 
at home; but Mr. W arson is here, and can answer 
for himself. 

Mr. WATSON. I paired off with Mr. War- 
Kins for the reason that it was indispensable that 
I should gohome. 1 have since returned; but as 
the gentleman fram Tennessee is still absent, I 
have not felt at liberty to vote. ; 

Mr. JONES. I move that Mr. Warrens be 
excused. i 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WHEELER. I understand that all the 
absentees except Mr. A. K. Marsnatu have been 
excused. I move that he be sent for. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. My colleague, Mr: 
Foster, also is absent and not excused. As all 
the other absentees, under similar circumstances, 
have been excused, I move that he be excusedfor 
the reason that he is absent from the city. . 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL, I have not heard any 
member state of his own knowledge that- my col- 
leaguc, Dr. Marsuatt, is in the city. “Ido not 
think any member knows that he is in the city. 
He may have left. I see no reason why he should 
not be excused. 

Mr. SNEED. I will state to the gentleman 
from Kentucky, that I understand Dr. MARSHALL 
is on his way to the Houses 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move, then, that all fur- 
ther proceedings, under the call, be dispensed 
with. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I demand the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his call for the yeas and nays; J under- 
stand that Dr. Marswau is at the door of the 


House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I will withdraw 
the call. f 

Mr. Srernexs’s motion was then agreed to;and 
the doors were opened. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Is it in order to move 
now that the doors be closed for the purpose of 
keeping members here? [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. Itis notin order. 

The question then recurred upon seconding the 
call for the previous question.. 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Before the gentleman 
from North Carolina insists upon his demand for 
tellers, I wish to make a:single remark. Tunder- 
stand that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Came- 
BELL] declines to allow me to make a motion to 
strike out the proviso to the Army bill. To save 
time, therefore, I desire to make this suggestion. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman froni 
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to say anything to which he will desire to reply. | 
I merely desire to say that, for the purpose of; 
bringing the House to a test vote as soon as possi- į 
ble upon this proviso, I hope that the previous | 
question will be sustained, that we shall pass the | 
bill at once and send it to the Senate, where the | 
proviso will be stricken out, and the bill come back | 
to the House. We can then have a direct vote | 
upon the question at issue. | 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- | 
man by what authority he makes the statement | 
that the Senate will strike out the proviso? Iex- | 
pect that they will pass the bill as we have re- | 
ported it. l 
Mr. COBB. Iwill answer the gentleman. | 
Mr. QUITMAN. Irise toa question of order. | 
f ask if debate is in order? 
The SPEAKER. | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. { 
tellers. | 
Tellers were not ordered. i 
The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered to be now put. | 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and | 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it wa. 
accordingly read the third time. 
Mr, CAMPBELL. Imove the previous ques- | 
tion on the passage of the bill. | 


Debate js not in order. 
I insist upon my call for | 


The previous question was seconded, and the i| 


main question was orded to be put. 

Mr. LETCHER. Idemand the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, If a contest is to be made 
upon this bill, we might as well go back and com- 
mence at the right place. I move to reconsider | 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- | 
grossed and read a third time. i 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay that motion | 
on the table. i 

Mr, COBB. Lappeal to the gentleman from | 
North Carolina to withdraw his motion to recon- : 
sider. If the gentleman desires to defeat the bill, | 
the course he is pursuing is the way to accom- 

lish it. 
p Mr. CLINGMAN. I cannot vote for the bill ; 
in the shape in which it now stands. | 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman need not vote for ; 


t | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Iwas willing that the bill 
should pass without calling the yeas and nays 
upon it; but I cannot vote for the bill. Task for. 
the yeas and nays upon the motion to lay the | 
motion to reconsider on the table. i 

Mr. COBB. Iagain appeal to the gentleman į 
from North Carolina to withdraw the motion to 
reconsider. 38 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Icannet. I demand the | 
yeas and nays upon the motion of the gentleman || 
from Onio. 4 

Mr. JONES. If we refuse to lay the motion | 
to reconsider upon the table, and then reconsider : 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en- | 
grossed and read a third time, will not the pre- | 
vious question be exhausted, and cannot we then 
move to strike out the proviso? 

The SPEAKER. That motion can be made 4 
in the contingency mentioned by the gentleman | 
from Tennessee. i 

The yeas and nays were refused upon the mo- | 
tion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

: A : A 

The motion to reconsider was laid on the table. | 

‘The question recurring upon the passage of the ! 
bill, rate : 

The yeas and nays were ordered. : oi 

'The question was put; and it was decided in ; 
the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 77; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, į 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, f 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Bufiinton, James I. Campbell, Lewis | 
Ð. Campbull, Chafee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Co- : 
mins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damreil, Henry Winter | 
Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, : 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emric, Flagler, Galloway, į 
Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Hollo- i 
way, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, | 
King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlion, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, i 
Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nor 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison; Sadin, | 
Save, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stran- 
ahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 


| 


1 


| can have an objection to their receiving those 


; Walader, John P., Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, 


‘| presented to him by the Governments of Prussia 
| F 3 


| the affirmative—yeas 149, nays 20; as follows: 


| i, Harrison, of the United States Navy, be au- 


Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washbume, Israél Wash- 
burn, Weich, Weils, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Wondworth--99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cad- 


Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Ether- 
idge, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Hatris, Sampson W. Harris, 

homas L. Harris, Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kennett, Kid- 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Maxweil, McMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Pennington, 
Phelps, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Raffin, 
Rost, Shorter, William Smith, WiHam R. Smith, Stanton, 
Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Watker, Warner, Wheeler, Danicl 
B. Wright, and John V. Wrizht—77. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
take a recess for half an hour—until two o'clock. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Ulinois. I object. 

he SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
motion is not in order. 


MEDALS FROM FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 


Mr. BENSON. Task the unanimous consent 
of the Frouse to take from the Speaker’s table, 
and put upon their passage, two joint resolutions 
allowing certain gentl¢men—Professor Bache, 
Lieutenant Maury, and two surgeons at Norfolk 
—to receive medals given to them by forcign 


Governments. The attention of the country was jj l 
; support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 


called to this matter in the annual message of the 
President, and I cannot conceive that any man 


medals. [Cries of ** No objection !’’] 

No objection being made, the following joint 
resolution was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
and reported to the House: 

A resolution (S. R. No. 23) authorizing the 
acceptance of certain medals from forcign Gov- 
ernments, 

The resolution, which was read a first and 
second time, provides that Surgeon Thomas 
Williamson and Passed Assistant Surgeon James 


thorized to accept the gold medals recently 
awarded to them by the Emperor of France; and 
that M. F. Maury, of the United States Navy, 
be authorized to accept the gold medals recently 


and Holland. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I move to amend the reso- 
lution by adding thereto, after the word “ Hol- 
land,” the words ‘‘and the Republicof Bremen.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I move to Jay the resolution 
upon the table. 

The motion was not agrecd to. 

The resolution, as amended, was ordered to be 
read a third time; and was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. BENSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The following joint resolution was then taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and reported to the 
House: 

A resolution (S. R. No. 37) authorizing Alex- 
ander D. Bache, Superintendent of the Toast 
Survey, to accept the gold medal recently pre- 
sented to him by the King of Sweden. 

The resolution was read a firstand second time, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

The resolution was then read the third time; and | 
the question recurred upon its passage. 

Mr. CASKIE. Idemand the yeas and nays 
upon its passage; and upon the yeas and nays Í | 
call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. 
Wuitney were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the yeas and 
nays were ordered, the tellers having reported— 
ayes thirty-four; a sufficient number. : i 

“The question was taken; and it was decided in 


Sapp and 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Afbright, Barbour, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bliss, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch. Bufiinton, Cad- 


| ger, 


walader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D» 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cox, Cragin, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, David- 
son, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt; 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edie, Emrie, Ether- 
idge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Galloway 
Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, King, 
Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Samuel S, Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCarty, Mc- 
Queen, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nor- 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Puryear, Rieaud, Ritchie, 
Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Strani 
ahan, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, Taylor, Thoringion, Thurs- 
ton, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, 
Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams. 
Winslow, Wood, Woodruft, Woodworth, John V. Wright, 
and ZoHicoifer-——149. * 

_ NAYS -— Messrs. Hendley S. Bennett, Burnett, Carlile, 
Caskie, Craige, Edmundson, Greenwood, Harlan, Houston, 
Leiter, Letcher, McMullin, Milson, Powell, Quitman, 
tuma, Rust, William Smith, Todd, and Elihu B. Wash+ 
burne—20. 


So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr, CULLEN. I moveto reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was agreed to; and also 
move*to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The lattcr motion was agreed to. 

ARMY BILL. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


3 
3 


i Aspuny Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 


House that that body had passed a bill of the 
House (No. 579) making appropriations for the 


of June, 1857, with an amendment; in which he 


| was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move, by unani- 
mous consent, that the House take up the Army 
appropriation bill, with the amendment of the 
Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
amendment was reported, as follows: 

Strike out the following proviso : 

Provided, ‘That no part of the military force of the Uni- 
ted States, for the support of which appropriations are 
made by this act, shall be employed in aid of the enforce- 
ment of any enactment hereiotore passed by the bodies 
claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
concurrence in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Tcall for the pre- 
vious question. ; 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. ORR. I call for the yeas and nays on 
concurring in the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 101, nays 98; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, ich, Burmett, Cad- 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskic, Ciingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Bow- 
dell, Edmundson, Eliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Morence, Thomas J. D, Ful Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. i Sampson W. Harris, 
on, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kenn Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alex- 
ander K. 3 val, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8, Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, MiH- 
son, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, 
Rowell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Suididge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, 
Walker, Wamer, Wells, Wheeler, Waitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, Jobn V. Wright, and Zoli- 


Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Busfinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chafive, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 
wards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
Grow, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Bini- 
pions, Spinner, Stanton, Suanahan, Tappan, Thoringtony 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eliihu R. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Welch, Woud, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth—98, 


So the amendment was conggirred in. 


NAYS — Messi 
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DELAWARE ELECTION. 


Mr. CULLEN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table a 
bill (S, No. 465) to fix the times of holding, in 
the State of Delaware, the election of a Represent- 
ative inthe Congress of the United States, 

Mr. ORR. If. 1 can have an opportunity to 
record my vote against the bill, I will make no 
objection. : 

Mr. CULLEN. I.demand the previous quès- 
tion on ordering the bill to a third reading. `. 
~oMr.ORR. Task the gentleman from Delaware 
to.withdraw that. demand, in order that I may 
state mý objections to the bill. 

Mr. CULLEN. -I-withdraw it... 

: Mr. ORR, - [ will renew the demand for the 
previous question if the gentleman from Delaware 
desires it. : 

The resolution which it is proposed to put upon 
its passage is, as I understand it, for the accom- 
modation of the people of the State of Delaware. 
Yunderstand that the bill comes here with the 
unanimous vote of the Senate, and the concur- 
rence of the honorable gentleman who represents 
that State in this House. But the true state of 
the case as it exists is this: The constitution of 
the State of Delaware fixes the particulag time 
for holding their congressional election. The 
time fixed by the constitution is found to work 
inconveniently; and the people of Delaware, iu- 
stead of altering their own State constitution, 
fixing the time for holding their own election, 
come hore and ask the two Houses of Congress to 
go to that State, and by an actof Cngress declare 
when the people of Delaware shall elect their 
members of Congress. Now, this may be, by the 
consent of the people of Delaware, and there may 
be no harm growing out of it now. There is a 
clause in the Constitution of the United States 
authorizing Congress to change the times and 
placea of holding elections for Representatives, 

ut it is an authority which has never yet been 
exercised by Congress, and I think the precedent 
would be a dangerous one. I do not think that 

Congress ought to go into any of the States and 
say when theirelections shall be held, even though 
the State should ask it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The provision 
of the Constituéion of the United States upon 
this subject is, that the times, places, and man- 
ner of holding elections for Senators and Repre- 
sentatives shall be prescribed by ench State by 
the Legislature thereof. But that Congress niay 
at any time, by law, make or alter such regula- 
tions, except as to the places of choosing Sena- 
tors. 

J hold that, under this provision of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, a State of this Union 
cannot, by a constitutional provision, fix the time 
and place of holding elections for Representatives, 
but it must be done by an act of the Legislatare 
of the State. The Legislature of the State of 
Delaware has, as 1 understand it, failed to do 
that altogether, and now they come here and ask | 
us to exercise a clear and unmistakable right of 
Congress. 

Mr. ORR. I demand the previous question on 
ordering the bill toa third reading. f 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question was ordered to be put; and under | 
the operation thereof the bill was ordered to a| 
third reading, and was accordingly read the third | 
time. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move the previous question | 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. ORR. Idemand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The bill was then passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


_. A message was received from the Senate, by 
Aspury Diecxrs, their Secretary, informing the i 
House that the Senate had agreed to the amend- 
ment of the House to a resolution of the Senate, 
authorizing the acceptance, by certain persons, 


of medals presented to them by foreign Govern- 
ments. i i 


KANSAS LAWS. 


-Mr. WHITNEY. As the two Houses of 
Congress have passed an appropriation bill with- 


ta 


deem this a proper time to introduce a bill for 
practical legislation on behalf of Kansas. I ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce 
a bill to annul certain enactments in the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, and to define and secure the 
tights tothe pcople in said Territory. 

Mr. MACE and others objected. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Will the Chair allow the 
title of the bill to be read? - a 

The SPEAKER. Itcannot be read, except by 
unanimous consent. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I object. 
MEDAL TO DR. ELIAS K. KANE. 
Mr. PENNINGTON.. The House has to-day 


passed two Senate resolutions authorizing certain 
individuals to accept medals presented to them 
by foreign Governments. A resolution has been 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
authorizing Dr. Elias K. Kane and the officers 
associated with him in their late expedition to 


to accept such token of acknowledgment from 
the Government of Great Britain as it may please 
to present. 

Task leave to report that resolution, and put it 
upon its passage. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
reported, and ordered to be read a third time. 

The resolution was read the third time. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I call the previous 
question on the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the resolution was agreed to. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. As the appropri- 
ation bill has now been disposed of, I propose to 
introduce a joint resolution for the final adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses of Congress at half past 
three o’clocl on this day. 

Mr. ORR. T object. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I hope no adjournment 
will take place until something has been done to 
relieve the troubles in Kansas. 

Mr. ORR, L withdraw my objection. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 1 renew the objection. 

Mr, STEPHENS. I move (the Senate con- 
curring) the Speaker of the House and the Pres- 
ident of the Senate adjourn their respective 
Houses of Congress at half past three o’clock 
this day. 

Mr, PENNINGTON. I object; and I give 
notice that no adjournment can take place with 
my consent until something has been done for the 
j relief of Kansas. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to state, that there 
are several gentlemen who wish to leave the city 
atbalf past three o’clock. ‘To accommodate them, 
l propose that, by unanimous consent, no other 
business of general legislation shall be done before 


leave by the first train can then feel themselves 
at liberty to go. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
orden of business? 


The SPEAKER. 


What is the regular 
The regular order of busi- 


vate bills, and then the call of States for resolu- 
tions, 

Mr. COBB. Willit be in order to introduce a 
resolution for final adjournment under the call of 
States for resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 


from the standing committees of the House. 
! Resolutions are in order from the State of New 
i Jersey—Pennsylyania. 

| Mr. KUNKEL. 
| lution, and demand the 


| its adoption: 


previous question upon 


Resolved, (the Senate coneurring,) That the Speaker of 
this House and the President of the Senate adjourn their 
respective Houses of Congress sine die, at half past three 
o’clock, p. m., this day. 


main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. WHEELER moved to reconsider the vote 


out a proviso fohe support of the Army, I! 


by which the resolution was adopted, and also 


the Arctic seas in search of Sir John Franklin, | 


we adjourn sine die. Gentlemen who wish to | 


ness is the call of committees for reports of pri- | 


question when it shall arise. Reports are in order | 


I submit the following reso- | 


i 7 i 
The previous question was seconded, and the | 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
|| Mr.McMULLIN. I objected this morning to 
anting leave to the gentleman from New York 
Mr. Oxrver} to piin! remarks on the Army bill. 
T ask the consent of the House now to withdraw 
my objection in this instance, giving notice that 
in no other case shall I consent to have remarks 
printed in the proceedings of the House which 
were not delivered. 
No objection was‘made; and leave was accord- 
ingly granted. 


PRISONERS IN KANSAS. 


Mr. GROW. I offer the following resolution; 
and demand the previous question upon it: 


Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, respect+ 
fully requested to direct the district attorney of the United 
States for the Territory of Kansas to apply to the proper 
court in said Territory for leave to enter a nolle prosequi 
upon all the indictments now pending for treason alleged 
or pretended to have been committed in said Territory. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be now put. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that there be a 
call of the House. 

i} The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order, 
the main question having been ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘I move to lay the resolution 
on the table; and ask for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House do now 
adjourn; and ask for the yeas and nays upon the 
motion, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Ihope the gentleman from 
Missouri will withdraw his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. PHELPS, F shall vote against the mo- 
tion. My only object is to consume time. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. If the House now 
adjourns, to what time will it adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair 
| to say until the Senate shall have notified the 
House what action they have taken upon the 
resolution for final adjournment. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 6, nays 142; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Billinghurst, Dunn, Howard, 
Andrew Oliver, and Walbridge—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Barks- 
dale, Henry Bennett, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Bing- 
ham, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Buffinton, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Bara 
Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Dam- 
reli, Davidson, Henry. Winter Davis, Dean, Denver, Dick, 
i} Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Hdmun son, Edwards, 

Emrie, Florence, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert,’ Goode, 

Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Harrison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, Hughs- 
tou, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, 
Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Max- 
weil, McCarty, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Milson, 
Morgan, Mott, Norton, Orr, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, 
Puryear, Quitman, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 
tuffin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Shorter, 
Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, 
Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Uuderwood, 
Wakeman, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Welch, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodrult, Woodworth, and John V. Wright—142. 


‘| So the House refused toadjourn. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DAVIDSON stated that his colleague, 
| Mr. Eustis, had paired off with Mr. Wasu- 


li Bury, of Maine. 


i| Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 

rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 

| found truly enrolled bills and resolutions of the 

| following titles: 

A resolution (S. R. No. 37) authorizing Alex- 
| ander D. Bache to accept a medal presented to 

‘i him by the King of Sweden; 

An act (S. No. 465) to fix the times of holding, 
in the State of Delaware, the election of a Repre- 
j| sentative in the Congress of the United States; 
| A resolution (S. R. No. 31) authorizing the 
acceptance of certain medals from foreign Gov- 
-ernments; and 

A resolution (S. R. No. 12) allowing Dr. E. 
K. Kane-and the officers associated with him in 


1856. 


their late expedition to the Arctic seas in search 
of Sir John Franklin, to accept such token of ac- 
knowledgment therefor from the Government of 
Great Britain as.it may please to present. 

When the Speaker signed the same. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move the adop- 
tion of the usual resolution, that a committee be 
appointed to wait upon the President, with such 
committee as may be appointed by the Senate, 
and inform him that being ready to adjourn they 
await any further communication that he may 
desire to make. 

The motion was. agreed to; and the Speaker 
appointed Messrs. Smirnu, of Tennessee, Bar- 
sour, and CARLILE, said committee on the part 
of the House. ; 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 1 move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. GROW. Is the motion in order? We 
have just voted down a motion to adjourn. 

Mr. COBB. There has been intervening busi- 
ness. I make the motion with a view of occu- 
pying time until we can hear from the President 
and the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 

A message was received from the President, 
by Major ‘Tuomas, Assistant Secretary of State, 
notifying the House that he had approved and 
| signed the Army appropriation bill. 
| A message was also received from the Senate, 
| by Assuny Diıcxins, their Secretary, notifying 

the House that that body had concurred in the 


resolution of the House for adjournment: without 
aP. ; oe Sela aie 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee.: Mr... Speaker, 
the committee appointed to wait: upon the Presix 
dent of the United States, and inform’ him «that 
both Houses were read ¥ to adjourn, and to receive 
any communication that he might choose to make, 
have discharged that duty, and report. that the 
President has no further communication to make 
to Congress. T 
The question was put on the motion to adjourn; 
but before the call of the roll had been com- 
pleted, half past three o’clock having arrived, the 
Speaker, in obedience to the resolution adopted 
by both Houses, adjourned the House without 
ay. : ; ; 


» 


DEMOCRACY NATIONAL AND NOT SECTIONAL. 


SPEECH OF HON. T. J. D. FULLER, 
OF MAINE, 
In THE House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
August 28, 1856, 
In vindication of the Democratic party from the charge of 
Sectionalisim, made by his colicagues, and defending its 


action upon the Disagreement of the two Houses of Con- 
gress upon the Anuy Appropriation Bill. 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine, said: 

Mr. Speaker: Having been unable to obtain 
the floor, until this late day—though I have dili- 
gently and perssveringly sought it for weeks—I 
avail myself, by the courtesy of the House, of 
this first occasion to express my sentiments upon 
questions which have been much discussed during 
the recent long session of Congress. In doing 
su, however, I am constrained to overcomea strong 
natural repugnance to making a political speech 
in a legislative assembly like the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States. 

I assure you, sir, that this sentiment has rather 
been strengthened than weakened by a legisla- 
tive experience of seven years in this body. For 
weeks and months I have been compelled to listen 
to the most inflammatory partisan harangues, 
better suited to the theater of the political hust- 
ings than to the statesmanlike deliberations of 
an American Congress—harangues, apparently 
designed to inflame the passions and to excite 
the prejudices of one section of our common coun- 
try against another section, and to create the 
settled conviction in the publie mind that the true 
interests and the political welfare of the free and 
the slave States of this great Republic are antag- 
onistical to each other; and, what is worse and 
far more mischievous and dangerous 1n its prac- 
tical effect, to inculcate the idea in the northern 
mind, that the slaveholding States are inspired 
with a haughty and arrogant disposition to rule 
by imperious sway their political brethren of the 
free States-—that the free States having the majo- 
rity of numbers, ought rightfully, and regardless 
of constitutional restrictions and obligations, to 
impose their own notions of moral and political 
right upon their brethren of the slave States — 
that northern Democrats, who do not enlist in this 
crusade against the slave States, “ are base truck- 
lers,” ‘*dirt-caters,” ‘contemptible dough- 
faces,” and similar terms of contumely and 
reproach. Upon northern Democrats, in an es- 
pecial manner, are concentrated the most intensi- 
-fied political spleen and vituperation of the Black 
Republicans, Whatis this for? | Why, to render 
unpopular, obnoxious, and odious, every man 
who exerts an influence or stands in the way of 
these immaculate Republicans in gaining their 
desired political ascendency in this Government. 
They seem bent on overthrowing the last barrier 
in the way of forming a sectional party, which 
must weaken, if not fatally disrupt, the ties that 
bind us together as one people. 

Among the foremost of that party, I regret to 
find a member from my own State—the gentle- 


ADDENDA. 


man from the Oxford district—as is shown by 
the speeches delivered by him at the late session. 
What good or useful purposes will such speeches 
serve? Is it Jesiralis that the free and slave 
States of this Republic should separate, and pro- 
ceed to form two distinct and separate Confedera- 
| cies? If so, why not boldly and. manfully avow 
the purpose to be attained, and proceed at once 
to the accomplishment of the desired object? 
Why seek, indirectly, to accomplish a purpose 
| which may be come at directly? But, if not, is 
it wise, discreet, or commendable, to pursue a 
course of policy which, inevitably, and according 
to well known experience, tends most unerringly 
| to this end? 

If one will but read the Farewell Address of the 
Father of his Country, and then, animated with 
the spiritand temper which the patriotic sentiments 
of that address shall inspire in his bosom, sit 
down and peruse the speech of my colleague, he 
will fully appreciate the force of the idea I wish 
to express. In iy judgment, the true patriot, in 
this hour of sectional hatred and politicalstrife, can 
do his country no greater service than by exerting 
his influence to ameliorate and soften down the 
sectional feeling already engendered to such a 
fearful and alarming extent, even if it be at the 
expense of having heaped upon his head those 
opprobrious epithets, calculated and designed to 
bring him into disrepute among his fellow-citizens. 
Madness will not always rule the hour; for 
I believe that this sectional hatred has been 
fomented, excited, and intensified, for no other 
purpose than to further the hopes and wishes of 
| partisan aggrandizement 

Hitherto the opinion has been considered as a 
speculative one, whether this Government con- 
tained within itselfsufficient strength and adhesion 
to withstand successfully, the shock of a sectional 
political controversy based upon the slavery ques- 
tion. The issue is now made! The fearful ques- 
tion is upon us! The experiment is to be tested, 
however much prudent men have sought to avoid 
it. Washington and his compatriots, who con- 
| ducted the colonies triumphantly through the 
American Revolution, and afterwards completed 
| that greater labor of forming a constitutional 
model Republic (wherein all the States were 
blended into one for national purposes) were fa- 
miliar with the history of the rise and fall of civil 
Government. They were undoubtedly stimu- 
lated to incur the responsibilities attendant upon 
so great an undertaking by the renown which 
would follow their success. They seem to have 
fully appreciated this idea. The student of Amer- 
ican history cannot fail to notice, in the writings 
of the patriots of the Revolution, that they were 
laboring more for the benefit of their postenty 
than for the generation of their own time. Hence 
| their solicitude to give durability to the mighty 
supersiructure which, in their bright visions ofthe 
future, they saw was to arise upon the founda- 
tions laid by them at so great personal sacrifices, 
| well knowing that their own fame would be com- 
| mensurate with the magnitude and duration of 
| the Republic. For this purpose, Washington 


pointed out, with prophetic foresight, the causes 


(es we now see) which seemed most likely to be 
the means of overturning the Republic, and, by 
timely admonition, to avert so great a calamity. 
| In his Farewell Address he says: 


“In contemplating the causes which may disturb our 
Union, it occurs, as a matter. of serious concern, that-any 
ground should have been furnished for characterizing par- 
ties by geographical discriminations—Northern, Southern, 
Auantic, and Western”—{Mark the words !]— whence 
designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there 
is a real difference of local interests and views, One of 
the expedients to acquire influence within particular dis~ 
tricts is to misrepresent the opinions and views of other 
districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against 
the Jealousies and heart-burnings which spring from these 
misrepresentations. They tend to render alien ‘to each 
other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal 
affections.” 

No passage of Holy Writ is more prophetic 
than is this advice of Washington to his coun- 
trymen. He must have been inspired with a 
prophet’s vision when he uttered those words. 
And to-day, scarce sixty years since the language 
was peared through fanaticism and sectional 
hatred, regardless of his warning voice, this Re- 
public is tottering to its fall. f : 

For the purpose of turning the attention of the 
citizens of my own State to their own trueand 
peculiar interests, I invite their attention toanother 
extract from the same address; for I deem it not 
irreverent to say, that Washington’s Farewell 
Address should be to the citizen in his political 
relations, what the Sermon on the Mount is to 
the life of the Christian: 

“The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the 
South, protected by equal laws of a common Government, 
finds in the productions of the latter great additional re- 
sources of a maritime and commercial enterprise, and per- 
ecives materials of manufacturing industry. The South, in 
the same intercourse, benefited by the agency of the North, 
sees its agriculture grow, and its commerce expand; turn- 
ing partly into its ehannels the seamen of the North, it finds 
its particular navigation invigorated ; and while it contrib- 
utes in different ways to nourish and increase the generat 
mass of the national navigation, it looks forward to the pro- 
tection of a maritime strength to which itselfis unequally 
adapted.?? ’ i 

But our opponents, the Republicans, conscious 
of the fast and strong hold these sentiments have 
upon the popular mind of the North, seek to 
weaken their influence by affirming that they are 
not @ SECTIONAL PARTY! For they know ‘that no 
party, sectional in its principles and organization, 
can expect to succeed. The popular mind will 
not be satisfied with any political organization 
which docs not embrace, within its ample folds, 
the whole country. Hence their solicitude to 
| avoid the odium which most assuredly will attach 
to such an organization. As evidence to this 
i assertion, I append the subjoined extract from 
the revised speech of the member from the Oxford 
district, as published in the. Appendix to the 


Congressional Globe: 

« As. E announced in the commencement of these re- 
marks, I shall now. attempt to słow that the Republican 
party is a national.party 5 that it stands upon a platform of 
principles eminently national; and that no national many, 
North or South, East or West, can, with any show.of con- 
sistency, refuse to stand upon it. 7 

«The Democratic platform is sectional in all its parts; 
and to eal] it a “ national’? platform isa dibel upon the com- 


mon sense of every man who reads it. ks 
« With all these facts glaring them in the face, the mem- 
j bers of the so-called Democratic party, the supporters of the 
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present national Administration; have the unblushing impn-. 
dence to sland up, and say to those of us who have, on the 
stuiwp and.at the. ballot-box, through good.report and evil 
report; supported: Jackson, and Van Buren, and Polk, ‘and 
Piéree, Cuntil he’ forsook ‘his. friends and abandoned: his: 
platform,)-and have clung.to-the Democratic party like the 
marinerto. the wreck, until there was not a single plank of 
its good old platforma left to savé us from perdition, that we 
have deft the Démocratie patty—that we have changed and 
gone over to Abolitionism—when they. know, and we-know, 
and. the whole world knows, that they-are the-men that: 
have changed—they are the deserters, that they haye gone 
off and offered sacrifices to strange gods, while we are. dé- 
fending the sacramental altars and consecrated fires of the 
t @odof: our fathers.’ While we: are, in good faith, main- 
taining and defending the. doctrines. of Jefferson and the 
Democratic party, they are. bowing down and worshiping 
thé Dagon god of ‘African slavery.” / : 

{take issue with the allegations in the above 
extract. Iaver that the Democratic party of to- 
day stands where it ever has stood—is national 
in its. sentiments, and in its organization, and 
occupies no new ground upon the slavery ques- 
tion. 

I do not stop there—I go further. Tallege and 
will show, beyond cavil or doubt, that the so- 
called Republican party is a sectional party in its 
principles—is identical with the Abolition party, 
and occupies the same ground which that party 
did in the presidential elections of 1848 and 1852. 

Now, what-are the opinions and sentiments. of 
the Republican party:of Maine (for of this por- 
tion of the party I intend to speak) upon the 
great slavery questions, and, as they say, the 
all-absorbing questions of the day? To prove 
what they are, I will not rely upon the isolated 
opinions of this or that man, but will adduce the 
highest and most conclusive evidence which the 
case affords, and it is ample, to wit: the repeated 
resolutions of their organization, put forth in a 
legislative as well as in conventional form. The 
first is the resolutions of instruction from the 
Republican Legislature of Maine, approved March 
17, 1855, instructing the Senators, and requesting 
the Representatives, tö vote on the several prop- 
ositions therein named, and are in the following 
language: l 

, © Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 
and our Representatives requested, to use all practicable 
means to secure the passage of the following enactments : 

“ First, An nct repealing all Jaws of the United States 
authorizing slavery in the District of Columbia, 

¢ Second, An act repealing the statute of 1850, known as 
the fugitive slave law. , 

“t Third, An act forever prohibiting slavery or involun- 
tary servitude, except for crime, within the ‘Verritorics of 
the United States, 

“ Resolved further, That our Senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our Representatives requested, at all times 
hereafter, most strenuously to oppose in every justifiable 
way the admission of any new State into the Union, cx- 
eept upon the condition to be embraced in the act of admis- 
sion, thatslavery or involuntary servitude, excepting that tor 
erime, of which the accused shall have been duly proved 
guilty, shall be forover prohibited therein. 

“ Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward a 
copy of these resolves to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, and to the Governors of each State, 
with a request that the resolves be laid before the Legisia- 
ture thereof,” 

Did the Abolition or Garrison party ever make 
greater demands than do these resolutions ? 

Second. ‘Uhe call for a grand rally of the 
Republicans of Maine, in mass convention at 
Portland, on the 14th of August, 1855, signed by 
the Republican State Committee, with the list of 
speakers expected to be present, and the resolu- 
tions adopted, with extracts from the speeches 
made by the gentlemen invited to speak, and 
published immediately in the Republican papers, 
and distributed very generally throughout the 
State, 

REPUBLICANS OF MAINE! 
A grand rally of the people opposed to the National Admin- 


wtration, and to the extension of Slavery over the Territo- 
vies of the United States. 


The citizens of the State, who desire to help rescue this 
Republie from its perils and downward tendencies, are re- 
quested to nieet in mass coivention at Deering Hall, Port- 
Tand; on Tuesday, August 14, to take counsel, and determ- 
ine on such a course of action.as the love of freedom and 
sound patriotism demand. ‘The slave power in this nation 
has so strengthened itself by the forbearance and remissness 
of the North and West, and the treachery of some of their 
Representatives, that it is no longer a question whether 

Africans and their descendants shall be enslaved, but 
whether the people of the ‘free’ States shall be the humble 
‘servants of the staveholdinig oligarchy ? It is not a sectional 
issue between the North and the South ; but the question 
pressing on us is, whether Democraey or aristocracy shall 
rule the nation? To-day the Government of this mighty 
Republic-is in the hands of a‘claas, and not of the people. 
The years through which we are now passing are to determ- 
ine whether the frée States are to be subdued: provinces, 
With a mere! outside or secondary tifluence in the councils 


ofthe nation, or equality, good faith, and sound republic- 
anism shall prevail among the States of this Union. Es. 
the law of freedom, or the iron rule of slavery, to bê i 
garded as national? “Let the freémen of Maine answer, as 
the crisis:demands... The-Government must be restored to 
the principles, and: policy. of its founders, or this Union can- 


‘not permanently endure. The immense territories of the 


West must be saved from the black tide of slavery that 
threatens to sweep over them. Kansas betrayed, oatraged, 
overrun by armed ruffians, speaks to us. with a tongue of 


flame. The peopleof Maine will prove true to her instincts 


of justice and freedom, and to her former renown. 

‘ Let the assemblage of August 14,in numbers and determ- 
ination, be such as the occasion demands. Eminent speakers 
of-our own and from abroad will address the convention. 
The following gentlemen are engaged, and confidently ex- 
pected to be present on the occasion: 

Maine.— William Pitt Fessenden, Anson P. Morrill, Amos 
Nourse, Samuel Mayall, Israel Washburn, Edward Kent, 
Samuel P. Benson, Freeman H. Morse, and John J. 
Perry. 

New Hampshire.—Sohn P. Hale, James Bell, and Daniel 
T. Clark. 

š Connecticut: ~ Ex-Governor Cleaveland and Truman 
miti. ` 

New York.—B. F. Butler and John A. Dix. 

Edward Fenno, Charles J. Gilman, Hiram Hubbard, 
James M. Deering, Philander Coburn, Alonzo Garcelon, 
Franklin Clark, Abner R. Hallowell, N. G. Hichborn, George 
Downes, J. S. Munroe, John B. Morrison, John Bridges, 
Lemuel Trott, and Washington Long, Republican State 
Committee. 

June 20, 1855. 


Third. Resolutions adopted at the same meet- 
ing with ‘ thundering unanimity:”’ 

“ We, the people of Maine, members of the Republican 
party, assembied in State convention, believing the ques- 
tion of human freedom to be paramount to all other political 
questions now agitating our country, hereby declare the 
principles which have brought us together, and for which 
we will contend until they shall be adopted as a controlling 
element in the administration of our national Government. 

«1. That the Constitution of the United States was de- 
signed by the people who adopted it to be a law of impar- 
tial government. 

“2. That by the Constitution, Congress is made the 
special guardian of the liberties of the people inhabitin 
the District of Columbia and the Territories of the Unite 
States; and until it shall abolish slavery in the former, and 
forever prohibit it in the latter, it remains false to the sol- 
emn trust committed to its charge. 

“3, "Chat the Constitution, while it prohibits the several 
States from enacting any ‘taw or regulation? discharging 
fugitives from service or labor from their obligations, confers 
nO power whatever upon Congress to legislate on this sub- 
ject. The act of 1850, called the fugitive slave law, is 
therefore, not only inhuman, but unconstitutional in its 
provisions; and should be immediately and unconditionally 
repealed. 

‘4. That it is the right and the duty of Congress, in all 
acts for the admission of new States into the Union, to 
prohibit forever the introduction of slavery therein.” 


Extracts from the speech of Mr. Wave, of 
Ohio, the present Senator from that State: 


“I know very well that you have among you, as we have 
among us at the West, a few men who think they-can reor- 
ganize the old Whig party. Now, sir, [ can speak very 
freely of that party, because f belong to it. L tollowed that 
party, with an unwavering fidelity, for twenty-five years ; 
but L say now that that organization is not only dead, but 
it already stinketh; and they who expect to resuscitate it 
expect a miracle greater than that that was wrought at the 
tomb of Juazarus. [Renewed appiause.}] I was present 
when it died. It died the death of a felon; and I stand 
here to-day to pronounce it dead—dead—dead! lt died by 
the pertidy of its own members—thus committing a kind 
of political suicide. 

* I am not going to speak about your Nebraska bill, for I 
have already told you thatthe North is completely prostrate 
hy this curse of slavery. ‘There is no union now between 
us and the South. The pretended Union now existing is all 
meretricious—the heart does not participate in it; and F 
believe, trom all that have seen, and Lam one of those who 
dare speak what I believe—I believe that there are no two 
nations on earth—not even the Russians and the English at 
this day—who at heart feel more enmity towards each other 
than the meu of the North and the South.” 


Extracts from the speech of Hon. ISRAEL 
WASHBURN, Jr., from Maine: 


“Ef regard our action this year as being of as much im- 
portance as it was last year, and more important, perhaps, 
than it will be next year; for on what we do in 1855 depends, 
in a great measure, what we will do in 1856; and not only 
so, but it depends in a great degree on what Maine may do 
this year, as to what will be done in other States in 1856. 
As we put the ball in motion, so it will go on rolling to the 
end. Let Maine triumph nobly this. year, as she will, [very 
great applause ;} let her elect Morrill as her Governor by 
ten thousand majority, as she will, {renewed applause ;] 
let her do that—iet the word be sent to Ohio; and let Ohio 
respond with her one hundred thousand majority for Chase ; 
let, Indiana and Wisconsin resound with similar music ; 
and then let the influence of these triumphs return to the 
Euwipire State and the Old Bay State in Novernber ; let the 
North be. swept now, and we may be sure that, in 1856, a 
northern Republican President wili be elected; and-that is a 
result which will be in no small measure influenced by this 
meeting in Portland to-day, and by the vote of Maine on 

‘the 10th of September next. That-done, the State Legis- 
latures will be changed, so that, during. the first Congress 
of the next Presidency, we shall have all the branches of 
the Government, and will thus be enabled to make slavery 
sectional and freedom national as it should be. [Applause.]} 
Bui tet us break down now}; let Wells be elected or Mor- 


TH! defeated—no matter how-—~and what will you hear? i 


- 


Why, it will go abroad swifter than if on the. wings.of the 
wind, that Maine is backing down ; that Maine is sustain- 
ing the Pierce administration ; that the Democracy of slà- 
very is triumphant; that the Representatives of Maine have 
been rebuked; and that Moses McDonald. has been susy 
tained. That will be the word, and you all know it? 


„How unfortunate for the gentleman, in that 
instance, did his predictions prove? It was almost 
cruel in the people of Maine to throw a wet blanket 
over the high hopes and bright visions of the 
future, as they so Geadsitully, glittered in the gen- 
tleman’s imagination. . Now, have the Republi- 
ans of Maine ever repudiated these sentiments? 
Do they not hold to them to-day? Who willsay 
that they are not now the sentiments of that party? 
Everybody knows that the above resolutions, and 
those sentiments, constitute the platform of the 
Republican party of Maineat this moment. Now, 
compare this platform with the Abolition plat- 
form of 1848, as established at the Buffalo con- 
vention, which nominated Van Buren, and the 
platform established at the Pittsburg convention, 
August 12, 1852, which nominated John P. Hale 
for its candidate. 

In 1852, three conventions were held for the 
purpose of nominating presidential candidates 
for the three parties. I quote from the platform 
of each party, with the names of their respective 
candidates, and the number of votes, by States, 
which each candidate received. It will afford in- 
formation of a useful character, in determining 
this question of political consistency, and show 
who it is that has taken a new position in 1856 
on the slavery question. 

The Democratic Convention at Baltimore (June, 
1852,) nominated General Pierce, upon the follow- 
ing platform touching the slavery question: 


9, That Congress has no power, under the Constitution, 
to interfere with or control the domestic institutions of the 
several States, and thatsuch States are the sole and proper 
judges of everything appertaining to their own affairs, not 
prohibited by the Constitution ; that all efforts of the Ab-~ 
Olitionists or others, made to induce Congress to inter- 
fere with questions of slavery, or to take incipient steps in 
relation thereto, are calculated to lead to the most danger- 
ous and alarming consequences ; and that all such efforts 
have an inevitable tendency to diminish the happiness of 
the people, and endanger the stability and permanency of 
the Union, and ought not to be countenanced by any friend 
of our political institutions. 

“í ‘That the foregoing proposition covers, and was intended 
to embrace, the whole subject of slavery agitation in Con- 
gress; and therefore the Democratic party of the Union, 
standing on this national platform, will abide by, and ad- 
here to, a faithful execution of the acts known as the com- 
promise measures, settled by the last Congress, and the act 
or reclaiming fugitives from service or labor included, 
which act, being designed to carry out an express provision 
of the Constitution, cannot, with fidelity. thereto, be re~ 
peated, or so changed as to impair or destroy its efficiency’? 


The Whig Convention at Baltimore, of the 
same ycar, nominated General Scott, upon the 
following platform touching the slavery question: 


“8, Resolved, That the series of acts of the Thirty-First 
Congress, commonly known as the compromise or adjust- 
ment, (the act for the recovery of fugitives from tabor in- 
cluded,) are received and acquiesced in, by the Whigs of 
the United States, as a final settlement in principle and sub- 
stance of the subjects to which they relate; and so far as 
these acts are concerned, we will maintain them and insist 
on their strict enforcement until time and experience shall 
demonstrate the necessity of further legislation, to guard 
against the evasion of the Jaws on the one hand and the 
abuse of their powers on the other, not impairing their pres- 
ent efficiency to carry out the requirements of the Consti- 
tution. And we d-precate all further agitation of the ques- 
tions thus settled as dangerous to our peace, and will dis- 
countenance all efforts to continue or renew such agitation, 
whenever, wherever, Or however made; and we will main- 
tain this settlement, as essential to the nationality of the 
Whig party and the integrity of the Union.” 


The third party, being the Abolition party 
proper, under the name of Free Democracy, in 
convention at Pittsburg, on the 8th of August, 
1852, nominated John P. Hale, upon the follow- 
ing platform touching the slavery question: 


“5, That to the persevering and importunate demands of 
the slave power for more slave States, more slave territory, 
and the nationalization of slavery, our distinct and final 
answer is, no more slave States —no slave territory —no 
nationalization of slavery, and no national legislation for 
the extradition of slaves. ‘Fhat the fugitive slave act of. 
1850 is repugnant to the Constitution-—to the principles of 
the American Jaw—to the spirit of Christianity, and to the 
sentiments of the civilized: world:. We therefore deny its 
binding force upon the American: people, and demand its 
immediate and total repeal. - 

“That the acts of Congress, known as the compromise 
measures of 1850, by making the admission of a sovereign 
State contingeait updn the adoption of other measures, de- 
manded by the special interests of slavery.; by their omis- 
sion to guaranty. freedom in free, territory ; by their attempt 
to impose unconstitutional limitations on the power of Con- 
gress and the people to admit new States ; by their’ pro- 
Visions for the assumption of five millions of the State debt 
of Texas, and for the payment of five: miltions:more, and 
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the cession of a large territory to the same. State, under 
menace, as an inducement to the relinquishment of a 
groundless claim ; and by their invasion of the sovereignty 
of the States and the liberties of the people, through the 
enactment of an unjust, oppressive, and. unconstitutional 
fugitive slave law, are proved to be inconsistent with all the 
principles and maxims of Democracy, and wholly inade- 
quate to the settlement of the questions of which they are 
claimed to be an adjustment. 

«20, That the Free Democratie party is not organized to 
aid cither the Whig or Democratic wing of the great slave 
compromise party of the nation, but to defeat them both; 
and that, repudiating and renouncing both, as hopelessly 
corrupt and unworthy of confidence, the purpose of the 
Free Democracy is, to take possession of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and administer it for the better protection of the 
rights and interests of the whole people. 

“t That we inscribe on our banner free soil, free speech, 
free labor, and free men, and under it will fight on and fight 
ever, until a triumphant victory shall reward our exertions.” 


This Abolition platform embraces distinctly the || 
five propositions contained inthe Republican plat- 
form of Maine. Upon these three platforms, in 
November, 1852, the popular verdict was ren- 
dered, by States, as follows: 


Pierce. Scott. Hale. |! 
Maine .ecccccaceescteecveeses 41,609 32,543 8,030: 
New Hampshire. ssa * 29,997 16,147 6,695 
Vermont ssrsssos . 13,044 23,173 8,621 | 
Massachusetts .. - 46,880 Æ 56,062 29,998 |; 
Rhode Island... . 8,735 7,626 644 |} 
Connecticut.. . 30,359 3,160 
New York... á 234,882 25,329 | 


New Jersey.... i 


95,299 
41842 


i 
\ 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


Illinois. 89,597 
Wiscon 72,413 j 
Towa... 17,762 i 
California 39,665 ; 
Delaware asses .. 6,318 i 
Maryland sses. 40,022 
Virginin... 72,413 ! 
North Carounasscenresnes 39,744 


South Carolind...sseeeserees (Electors chosen by the 


| 
t 
H 
il 
} 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
Legislature.) | 


34,705 16,660 - jl 
318 2,875 - 
6,88 x Peep 
25,816 17,548 eer 
18,647 17,255 - 
2 4,995 - 
Arkansas 7,404 - 
Tenness 58,898 ~ 
53,806 57,068 - 
38,353 29,984 - 


1,640,262 1,422,054 149,311 


The Democratic and Whig parties of 1852 were | 
national. Their platforms upon the slavery ques- 
tion were substantially the same. An inspection 
of the votes shows that many of the States were 
quite nearly divided between those two national i; 
parties. And what was the result? Over three ji 
millions of votes, against one hundred and forty- | 
nine thousand sectional votes. 

In that contest, section was not arrayed against 
section—we heard then no charges between the | 
two great parties of ‘northern truckling,”’ or | 
“southern arrogance.’’ It was asquare-out, stand- į 
up contest, in which the Democratie party pre- i 
vailed. 

Were those who acted with either of the great || 
parties of that year, sincere and honest in their 
support of their respective platforms? If not, || 
were they hypocritical, and barely yielded support 
to the candidates, regardless of the platforms? - 

Itis admitted by many, that Mr. Buchanan is | 
an experienced and worthy statesman, but that H 
the platform upon which he is placed is objection- |i 
able, and therefore he cannot receive their sup- || 
port. How canany honest Democrats, or honest | 

Vhies, who sincerely supported their respective || 
candidates, and the platforms upon which they | 
stood in 1852, now support the Republican nom- | 
ination, upon the Abolition platform of 1852? My | 
nity is excited for the man who voted either for 
Pieree or Scott, in 1852, and now supports the || 
Republican nominee, for the alleged reason that |; 
the old parties have taken new ground upon the || 
slavery question. Isitnot rather he that has gone || 
over to the Abolition camp, and accuses others of | 
inconsistencies of. which he himself is guilty? 

I know there were politicians, and journals 
too, at the North, in 1852, who publicly pro- 
claimed, while they supported General Scott on 
personal grounds, they, at the same time, con- | 
temptuonsly spit upon the platform upon which | 
he was placed, and who, after the result of the | 
election was known, proclaimed the Whig party |: 
dead! and immediately set about forming a norih- | 


! form, of ‘free soil, free speech, 


ern sectional party, based upon the Abolition 
platform of antagonism to slavery. 

Thave said, and shall now proceed fo prove, 
that the Democratic party is a national one. It 
is so, because the Democrats of Maine and Geor- 
gia, the one.a free and the other a slave State, at 
the two extremes of the Union, hold to the same 
rule of political action by the General Govern- 
ment, and stand upon a common platform of prin- 
ciples now, just as they did in 1848 and 1852. It 
would seem that those Democrats and those 
Whigs who have deserted from the old party or- 
ganizations, and have marched over tothe Aboli- 
tion camp, and are marshaled under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Givpiyes, (just in proportion as they 
have abolitionized themselves, ) profess to think, 
and, indeed, positively assert, that the Democratic 
party has become pro-slavery. ‘Thereare many 
of the so-called Republican party, who in 1852, 
were ready and willing to abide by the compro- 
mise measures of 1850 in principle and substance, 
and were willing honestly to carry out the pro- 
visions of the fugitive slave law, but who now 
hold the law to be unconstitutional, and that 
Congress has no power to enact any law upon 
the subject. Such converts undoubtedly think 
that their former political associates have bacon 
a great pro-slavery party. They think the party 
which they left has, in the cant language of new 
Abolition converts, ** sold itself out to the South”? 
—that slavery has set up new and unheard-of 
pretensions—has become very arrogant in its de- 
mands! ! 

It is undoubtedly true that the Abolition party 
has strengthened itself greatly in the free States 
within the past two years; but it by no means 
establishes the fact that the Democratic party has 
abandoned, in any particular, its old and time- 
honored doctrines, or become desirous of extend- 
ing slavery anywhere. As political history may 
always be read with instruction, I append ex- 
tracts from the Buffalo resolations, adopted in 
1848, which formed what was then called, and is 
now remembered as, the “ Buffalo platform:?”? 

& Resolved, Thatitis the duty of the Federal Government 
to relieve itself trom all responsibility for the existence or 
continuance of slavery, wherever the Government possesses 
constitutional authority to legislate on that subject, and is 
thus responsible for its existence. 

“ Resolved, That the true, and, in the judgment of this 
convention, the only safe means of preventing the extension 
of slavery into territory now free, is to prohibit its existence 
in all such territory by an act of Congress. 

“& Resolved, That we accept the issue which the slave 


i: power has foreed upon us; and to their demand for more 


lave States and slave Territories, our calm but final answer 
no more slave States, and no more slave territory. Let 
ie soil of our extensive domain be ever kept free for the 
hardy pioneers of our own land, and the oppressed and 
banished of other lands sceking homes of comfort and 
fields of enterprise in the New World. 

“ Resolved, That we demand freedom and established 
institutions for our brethren in Oregon, now exposed to 
hardship, peril, and massacre by the reckless hostility of 
the slave power to the establishment of free government for 
free Territories, and not only for them, but for our new 
brethren in New Mexico and California.” 


The language of these resolutionsclearly proves 
the identity of that platform with the Pittsburg 
platform of 1852, and the present platform of the 
Republican party of Maine. The same propo- 
sitions are involved in each, to wit: the repeal 
of all laws for the returning of fugitives from 
labor; the admission of no more slave States; 
the prohibition of slavery in the Territories of 
the United States by congressional enactment; 


! and its abolition in the District of Columbia. 


I would most respectfully suggest to the learn- 


|l ed member from the Oxford district, that he 


review that portion of his speech which F have 
done him the honor to quote, and to compare it 
with the Abolition platforms, which 1 have also 
copied for his instruction, of 1848, 1852, and the 
Maine Republican platform of 1855, which that 
gentleman had a prominent part in framing, and 
then answer me, whether or not they are, in sub- 
stance and principle—and in words, even—iden- 
tical? Sir, he will find, what any school-boy 
will perceive, that nothing is required to make 
them as exact counterparts of each other as the 
Siamese. twins, but to add to those eatchwords 
so ingeniously interwoven in the Pittsburg plat- 
; free labor, and 
free men,” the euphonious and romantic word, 
s Fremont!” : 
This new Republican party, made up by its 
own invitatio® from the odds and ends of all 
other parties, through its national and State con- 


i] R : Laie et 
ventions, and by the moutha‘of its candidates; 

uses the following language: ies 

* We invite all citizens, without distinction of party, and 
regardless of former differences of opinion; who are: op 
posed to the repeal of the Missouri: compromise, to the an- 
archical and dangerous doctrines of the Cincinnati platform, 
to the extension of slavery into.the Tersitories ‘of: the Unis 
ted States, in favor of freedom in Kansas, of the preserva~ 
tion of the Union, and of restoring the Government to the 


principles and policy of Washington and. Jeferson? ie 
. Mark the language italicised! If this Repub- 
lican party intend to carry out. their principles, 
as shown in the above resolutions, they. will vio- 
late the principles and policy of the administra- 
tions of Washington and Jefferson; but if they 
adhere to the principles and policy which gov- 
erned the administrations of Washington: and 
Jefferson, they will violate their platform... They 
may take either horn of the dilemma. ‘They-are 
| either inconsistent in their professions, or they 
intend to be hypocritical in their practice, that is, 
| provided they can get the power. In the admin- 
| istrations of Washington and Jefferson we have 
a standard—a test of high authority. Who does 
notentertain a profound respect for the measures 
'and precedents established by those adininistra- 
| tions? What they did do is preserved upon the 
| imperishable records of the country. Letus com- 
pare, for a moment, those records with these 
| modern Republican platforms. The Republicans 
| propose to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
i lumbia; did Washington or Jefferson ever recom- 
| mend that measure? Washington superintended 
| the laying out of the city. Heapproved and signed 
the act making it the permanent seat of Govern- 
| ment; can any one learn from his administration 
| that he advised or recommended any such meas- 
| ure as these Republicans are ready to spill their 
blood to force upon the country? It is not to be 
i found. 
| Again, how is it in regard to the fugitive slave 
act, which the Republicans say, Congress hasno 
power to pass — which they resist vi et armis 2 
Vhat was the policy of Washington in relation 
to that measure? Washington, on the 17th of 
February,.1793, himself, signed and approved the 
| first fugitive slave law enacted b Congress, the 
i third and fourth sections of which are in. the. fol- 
| lowing words: ; : 


“And be it also enacted, That when a person held to labor 
in any of the United States, orin either of the Territories on 
the northwest or south of the river Ohio, under the laws 
thereof, shall escape into any of the said States: or Terri- 
tory, the person to whom such service orlabor maybedue, 
his agent, or attorney, is hereby empowered to seize or 
arrest such fugitive from labor, and to take him or her be~ 
fore any judge of the circuit or district court of the United 
States, residing or being within the State, or before any 
| magistrate of a county, city, or town corporate, wherein 
such seizure or arrest shall be made, and upon proof to the 
| satisfaction of such judge or magistrate, either by oral testi- 
| mony orafiidavit, taken before, and certified by, a magistrate 
| of any such State or Territory, that the person so seized 
| or arrested doth, under. the laws of the State or Territory 
from which he or she fled, owe service or labor to the per- 
son claiming him or her, it shall be the duty of such judge 
| or magistrate to give a certificate thereof tosuch claimant, 
his-agent, or attorney, which shall be sufficient warrant for 
| removing the said fugitive from labor to the State or Ter- 
| ritery from which he or she fled. 

“Sec. 4. And beit further enacted, That any person who 
shall knowingly and willingly obstruct or hinder such 
claimant, his agent, or attorney, in seizing or arresting such 
fugitive from labor, or shall rescue such fugitive from such 
claimant, his agent, or attorney, when so arrested pursuant 
to the authority hercin given or declared, or shall. harbor or 
conceal such person after notice that he or she was a fugi- 
tive from labor as aforesaid, shall, for cither of, the said 
offenses, forfeit, and pay the sum of five hundred dollars; 
which penalty may be recovered, by and for the benefit of 
such claimant, by action of debt, in any court proper to try 
the same ; saving, moreover, 10 the person claiming such 
labor or service his right of action for, or on aecount of, 
the said injuries, or either of them.’” 


Again: how is it in regard to the next point of 
the Republican platform in relation to the pro- 
hibition of slavery in the Territories? Within 
the period of time embraced by the administra- 
tions of Washington and Jefferson, eight terri- 
torial governments were formed, to wit: Ten- 
nessee, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri—as 
slave Territories—and Ohio, Indiana, Mlinois, and 
Michigan, as free Territories; yet the Republican 
platform demands that slavery must be prohibited 
in all the territory of the United States. ‘ 

And still upon another peint—to wit: the admis- 
gion of slave States into the Union—how.stands 
the Republican doctrine as compared: with the 
acts of those’ immortal statesmen? . During the 
administrations of Washington.and Jefferson four 
new States were admitted into the. Union—two 


i 
H 
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free and two slave States—Kentucky and. Ten- 
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nessée as slave States, Vermont and Ohio as free 
States; and yet the Republican platform pledges 
ihe party to admit no more slave States into the 
Union. ; 

“What do the Republicans mean by this invita- 
tion, when they invite you to unite with them in 
forming. a party that-shall restore the action of 
this Government to the principles and policy 
which governed the administrations of Wash- 
ington’and Jefferson? Are they sincere? . If they 
are, they are both false and inconsistent! Is it 
not rather that they wish to invoke the example 
of great names, keeping their acts in the dark, 
the better to mislead and deceive the honest and 
well-meaning voter? They had better correct 
their platform, and make it correspond with the 
examples they profess to-imitate. The fathers 
and early Presidents were in favor of carrying 
out aux the provisions of the Constitution in all 
its parts; while these modern Republicans are in 
favor of carrying into effect only such parts of it 
as they like, and rejecting all other parts. 

There is one other point of comparison I will 
not omit, to notice in this connection. The Re- 
publican Know Nothing Legislature of Maine 
enacted a law prohibiting the judicial courts of 
that State from naturalizing any foreigner at all. 
It is notorious that, as a party, the Know Nothings 
stand committed to the policy of extending the 
period of naturalization for the term of twenty- 
one years’ actual residence. Now, what was the 

oli¢y of the fathers “in the carlier and better 
days of the Republic”? on this question? In 

ashington’s administration the first act was 
passed, to wit: March 26,1790, to carry into 
effect that provision of the Constitution which is 
in these words: Congress shall have power ‘‘ to 
establish a uniform rule of naturalization,” lim- 
iting the period of naturalization to two years. 
In the administration of the elder Adams the 
term was extended to fourteen years; and in the 
administration of Mr. Jefferson the period of 
residence was reduced to five years, where it 
ever since has remained. 

So much, then, for the comparison of the pol- 
icy of the present Republican party with the 
ee and policy of the administrations of 

ashington and Jefferson, on this head of nat- 
uralization of the foreign-born citizen. 

But I cannot let off my colleague, who affirms 
that ‘that the Democratic party is a sectional 
one,” and that ‘the Republican party is na- 
tional,” without bestowing some further consid- 
eration upon his allegations. The gentleman 
undoubtedly supported General Pierce for the 
Prosidency in 1852, with the full knowledgo of 
his political antecedents. He must have known 
the conspicuous part he bore in setting aside the 
nomination of Rev. Mr. Atwood for Governor of 
the State of New Hampshire, in consequence of 
his writing a Free-Soil letter soon after his nom- 
ination by the Democratic party. He must have 
been acquainted with the platform upon which he 
was placed, and the pledge made to carry out the 
provisions of the fugitive slave law. 

I conclude he was a member of the political 
convention holden at Portland on the 4th day of 
August, 1853, and addressed that convention, 
which passed the following resolutions, among 
others: 

« Resolved, That we recognize as fundamental Jefferso- 
nian principles of the Democratic party, ‘ the sovercignty of 
the people —the sacredness of the Union and Constitution 
—faith in the intelligence of the people—strict accounta- 
bility of public agents—and ¢ appeals to the virtue and intel- 
ligence of the people? for the promotion of the ends of true 
Democratic Republican government. 

“ Resolved, ‘That Franklin Pierce, by the noble stand he 
has taken in his inaugural address upon the principles and 
present measures of the national Democratic party—by the 
wisdorn and forecast he has manifested in the selection of 
his Cabinet and subordinate officers—by his honesty and 
fidelity to the people, and by the industry, integrity, and 
patriotism he has shown in the discharge of all the trusts 
committed to his care as Chief Magistrate of the nation, 
t has commanded, and should receive, our. unqualified ap- 
probation and enthusiastic support.’ ? 

The gentleman must pardon me for placing 
before the House and the country the active 
agency which he had in electing General Pierce, 
upon the precise platform which he now so in- 
dignantl spitsupon, and fiercely condemns. 
While the President has stood firmly upon the 
‘Baltimore platform, which was fully approved 
and indorsed by my learned friend, he has found 
itimpossible to maintain an erect position upon 
‘it, but has tumbled headlong into the ‘slough of 


Black Republicanism. {beg him to listen, while 
I pursue this train of thought, touching his polit- 
ical tergfvérsations, still further. | : 

The following extracts are.copied from the pro- 
ceedings of the above-named conventign, as pub- 
lished in the Oxford Democrat, a newspaper now 
edited by the gentleman: 

“Won. John J. Perry, of Oxford, and Dr. James M. Buz- 
zell, of Portland, addressed the convention. 

On motion of Hon. John J. Perry, of Oxford, voted that 
the thanks of this convention be tendered to the Democracy 
of Portland, for the manner in which they have entertained 
the convention; and to the officers of the convention for 
the faithful manner in which they have discharged their 
duties.?? 

Still further, I beg to call the attention-of the 
House and of my consistent colleague, to another 
and subsequent convention, holden at South Paris 
on the 16th of August, 1853, of which conven- 
tion he wasa prominent member. At that meet- 
ing the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 

« Resolved, That the Democracy of Oxford county con- 
gratulate the country on the election of Franklin Pierce to 
the Presidency; that the unparalleled majority by which 
that result was accomplished, affords, both at home and 
abroad, a signal illustration of the deep-seated and almost 
universal attachment of the people to Democratic princi- 
ples; that the policy of his Administration, as indicated in 
his inaugural address, and as successfully carried out by his 
official acts thus far, meets our cordial approbation; that 
while demagogues and factionists may denounce his patri- 
otic efforts to harmonize the Democracy of the Union, the 
people whose virtue and intelligence are above ail price, 
wit triumphantly sustain him, and thereby codperate suc- 
cessfully with a ruler after their own heart in maintaining 
tho public honor and promoting the national prosperity.?? 

From these resolutions, it is plain and clear as 
noonday, that my colleague was, at the time of 
their adoption, an ardent admirer of President 
Pearce, and particularly of the personnel of his 
Cabinet. There are some very significant quota- 
tions in the first resolutions, to wit: ‘ The sov- 
ereignty of the people,” “ Faith in the intelligence 
of the people,” ‘ Appeals to the virtue and in- 
ielligence of the people. One holding these sen- 
timents, it would be supposed, could hardly be 
unwilling to leave to the people of Kansas, as was 
left to the people of the thirty-one States, the 

uestion of forming their own domestic institu- 

tions in their own way, uninfluenced by outside 
opinions, without undergoing a slight change of 
mind. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to ask, with 
all that respect for the member from Oxford, to 
which his position as member of the American 
Congress entitles him, whether you, sir, or any 
member on this floor, in view of the indisputable 
facts which I have presented in my remarks, 


nation, the conversion of a public functionary 
which was so sudden, so thorough, and so unac- 
countable as that of the honorable gentleman re- 
ferred to? 

The allegation that the Democratic party is sec- 
tional and the Republican party national, made by 
the gentleman, taken in connection with the fact 
that a portion of his own Republican constituents 
undertook to celebrate (Ishould say desecrate) the 
last anniveasary day of American independence, 
by hoisting a flag with only sixteen stars, emblem- 
atical of the free States alone, is only equaled by 
the coolness of the Spartan youth. TheSpartans, 
to perfect their youth in the art and strategy of 
war, taught them to steal, but punished detection 
with great severity. A youth had stolen a fox 
‘and concealed it under his cloak; the theft was 
charged upon him, he denied it, thoagh the fox 
was gnawing out his vitals at the time. 


THE KANSAS QUESTION. 


The troubles now existing in Kansas ought 
not to be. They seriously threaten the safety of 
the Union. It is now no time to bandy epithets, 
as to who is responsible or who is chargeable 
for the difficulties existing at this moment in that 
Territory. The all-important question is, how 
can we bestallay them? Whether it were wise 


or unwise to have repealed the Missouri restric- 
tion is no longer an open question; for good or 
for evil it was done. Even if it were wrong or 
unwise to have repealed it, it furnishes no justi- 
fication, or apology even, for those who may be 
disposed to increase the evils which have followed 
it. Questions of higher moment are now in- 
volved—the question of domestig peace or civil 
war. How does this question afféct the people of 


Maine, a frontier State, with: property to the 


have ever known or read of, in the history of any | 


amount of fifty millions afloat, and exposed to-all 
the hazards of foreign aggression? Is it for her 
interest to have the prestige of a strong national 
Government, composed of thirty millions of veo- 
ple, to guaranty her security, or to be left at the 
mercy of every marauder, whose cupidity the 
ocean shall invite, with no other means of protec- 
tion than such as a Government, about to break 
up in anarchy, can‘furnish? 

If the state of things now said to existin Kan- 
sas be permitted to go on unrestrained, the very 
atmosphere will become rarefied by the intense 
heat of excited passion, and prejudice, and the 
rush from the surrounding States will be in- 
creased, adding fresh fuel to the flame already 
ignited, until the whole country will be wrapt in 
the blaze of revolution. What can: be done to 
avert this impending danger? What has been 
attempted? The Senate have passed a bill re- 
pealing the objectionable and obnoxious territo- 
rial laws, providing for taking a new census, for 
a new classification of the inhabitants into clec- 
tion districts, affording every reasonable guarantee 
for the enjoyment of the right of suffrage, and for 
a free and unbiased expression of the popular 
will. In thiddmeasure of relief they have asked 
the concurrence of the House ofRepresentatives. 
The House have refused thatconcurrence. The 
majority of the House are Republicans; it has 
the organization. Upon whom, then, rests the 
responsibility? Certainly, not upon the minor- 
ity, who voted in a body to suspend the rules to 
take up this identical bill, when the Republicans, 
to a man, voted against that suspension. Do the 
Republicans desire to have the Kansas troubles 
adjusted? I unhesitatingly answer, believe not, 
until after the presidential election shall have 
taken place. They have “ tacked ” to the Army 
bill a proviso which is wholly unprecedented in 
the history of legislation, clearly unconstitutional, 
and one which they well knew the Senate would 
never agree to; evincing a determination to arrest 
the wheels of Government, unless they can coerce 
the Senate and the President into the adoption of 
their policy, against their convictions of duty. 
Thus Congress stands ata dead lock! 

What is to be the end of these things? The 
Army disbanded—civil war rearing its horrid 
front—inflammatory zealots, running to and fro 
through the land, crying “no union with slave- 
holders,” embittering the passions and exciting 
the prejudices of the people of one section against 
another. Can the result of such efforts, if per- 
sisted in, be doubtful in the. mind of any one? 
There is-but one mode of escape, and that is, in 
the spirit of our fathers, to frown indignantly upon 
the efforts of all such agitators, and endeavor to 
quiet the public mind by inculcating measures of 
pacification. I am willing to concur inany mode 
of relief which shall give to the people of that 
Territory a fair and just opportunity of express- 
ing their wishes, unawed by threats or by inva- 
sion from any quarter; and, as they decide, I will 
abide by that decision, always provided they act 
within the limits of the Constitution. My own 
personal wishes are, that they should make Kan- 
sas a free State. Those wishes, however strong, 
I hold in subordination to the great principles of 
self-government. I prefer, on many accounts, 
that the question, whether that Territory shall be 
a free or slave State, shall be decided by the 
actual settlers therein rather than by Congress. 
It is, after all, more a question of jurisdiction than 
of measures, which really divides political parties 
—whether Congress or the people of the Terri- 
tory shall determine the question. I prefer that 
the people should do it, for many reasons. It 
better comports with the principles and theory of 
our Government for them to do so. It was this 
principle which settled the great controversy of 
1850. The case of California, was a practical 
illustration of it. It worked well in that case; and 
why not, tried by the same principle, in this case? 
It mustcome to that afterall.. Suppose Congress 
were to admit Kansas. as.a State under her 
famous Topeka constitution : the moment she 
was admitted, it would be clearly within her 
power to call a State convention and revise her 
constitution. All our institutions in this country 
have for their basis the popular will; and it is - 
illusory.and vain to. suppose: that any permanent 
advantage-can be obtained in either event, if the 
people are determined to have slavery. . _ 

Congress has now been in extra session. over 


1856. 
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a week; time and 
voted upon and lost. The majority of the House 
adhere to the proviso attached toit. The Senate 
strike it off. The Constitution divides the powers 
of the Government into three separate branches, 
the legislative, judicial, and executive. This legis- 
lative proviso usurps both judicial and executive 

owers. Congress may determine whether the 


Army shall be greater or less, or none at all; but | 


when created, the Constitution confers the power 
of commanding and locating it upon the Execu- 
utive. Congress may declare war, and provide 
and maintain an army. Could Congress attach 
toa supply bill the direction of its movements, 
or say what officer shall command the Army? 
That is a power which belongs exclusively to 
the Executive. And so with the judiciary, 
another distinct branch of the Government. 
To the civil bill, which contains the appropria- 
tions for the salaries of the judges, could the 
House tack a proviso, that no salary should be 
paid to a judge unless he decided that some par- 


ticular act on the statute-book was null and void ? | 


If the power of the House, asa codrdinate branch 


of the law-making body, extends to the length of |! 


this proviso, it may control the action of the whole 
Government. The nature of the object to be ac- 
complished has no influence in detgrmining the 
question of authority. 
obtained may be fight or wrong in itself. That is 
immaterial. These laws in Kansas may be ever 


so odious and tyrannical, yet the House have no | 


more power to ‘tack’? a proviso to the Army 
bill, that the President shall not use the Army to 
enforce them through the judicial tribunals, than 
if they were ever so wise and just. Itis solely a 
question of constitutional power. Who, then, is 
responsible for the defeat of the Army bill? Is it 
the party which has confined itself within its 


constitutional prerogative? or that party which į; 


has usurped the power and prerogative which the 
Constitution vested in the Chief Magistrate! 
There cannot be a doubt in the mind of an im- 
partial reader of that sacred instrument, as to 
where the responsibility rests. It is the first time 
in the history of our Government that this inva- 
sion of the authority of the Executive has been 
attempted; and it is devoutly hoped that it may be 
the last. The country will judge between them.’ 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


SPEECH OF HON. A. OLIVER, 
OF NEW YORK, 
Iw tHe House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
August 30, 1856, 

On the bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857, which was re- 
ported from the Committee of Ways and Means, with the 
following proviso: 

«That no part of the military force of the United States, 


for the support of which appropriations are made by this act, 
shall be employed iu aid of the enforcement of any enact- 


ment herewofore passed by the bodies claiming to be the |: 


Territorial Legislature of Kansas.” 


Mr. OLIVER, of New York, said: 

Mr. Speaker: Before debate shail be terminated 
by the operation of the previous question, I desire 
to say a few words on the subject which now 
engages the attention of the House. [ shall not 
enter upon the history of this controversy, for it 
is too fresh in the mind of every member. F shall 


confine myself to the question which presents || ofno outrage comparable to this. The usurpation | 
was complete; and its shameful history is writ- | 
ten in the atrocious legislation of that infamous |; 


itself in the proviso, as it is reported in this bill |: 
by the distinguished chairman of the Committee ;: 
of Waysand Means. On that proviso the House | 
has repeatedly “ insisted,” and its persistence in it | 
has been manifested by deliberately ‘‘adhering”’ |: 
—the last parliamentary act of dissension between |, 
the two Houses. This determination, on the part || 
of the Housc, is fatal to the bill; and in reviewing i 
the course which we have pursued, as Represent- | 
atives of the people, faithful to the trust confided | 
to us, it is essential that the rectitude of our inten- | 
tions be unimpeachable, and that the principle 

which we have maintained is right. We know 
that the defeat of the Army bill, by the refusal | 
of the House to abandon the proviso, has, botit li 
hére and in the debates elsewhere, been called i 
revolutionary. It has been urged that we have | 
pursued a course which is subversive of the inde- 
pendence of the codrdinate branch of the legisla- !i 


again has the Army bill “been 


The object sought to be || 


‘|; Territory. 


tive department; and that, in spirit, if notin the 
piain letter, our action has been violative of the 
Constitution. 


H 


ful responsibility to endure; but if wẹ have simply 
maintained a constitutional right in defense of lib- 
i erty, the accusation will pass us by as the idle 
wind which we regard not. 

I admit, Mr. Speaker, that the Senate is a 
| coGrdinate branch of the National Legislature. 
| The two Houses have equal power and equal 
right to exercise an independent judgment in the 
enactment of laws, and each may persist, to the 
|| defeat of a measure, within its constitutional privi- 
|i lege. The House, while the Senate represents 
lj the sovereignty of the States, represents the peo- 
i! ple, who secure themselves against the abuse of 
|| Executive power, by retaining the purse strings 
|in the grasp of their representatives, jealously 
|| monopolizing the origination of all money bills; 
j; and they have the undoubted right to refuse sup- 
| plies. The reader of history need not be told why 
our institutions were thus formed. 


j 
j 
i 
i 
| 
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|, though the name and majesty of a King be spurned 
li from us, amidst changed names and in changing 
| circumstances, tyranny is still opposed to freedom, 
|' and it is still requisite that liberty be guarded 
|| against stealthy aggression. 

f A brief historical narrative may be necessary 
i: to the elucidation of the pending question. 

| 


|! people were to be left perfectly free to govern 
: themselves, and to form and fashion their do- 


i the whole Union was soon directed to that Ter- 
| ritory. Emigration thither became general and 
i unprecedented. The hardy sons of the North 
| and the South, the East and the West, rushed 
into Kansas for settlement. The wonderful rapid- 
ity with which the States of the great Mississippi 
valley have advanced from infant frontier settle- 
; ments to their present gigantic proportions and 
. importance in the Union, foretold the destiny of 
' Kansas. All were anxious to take their chance 
| for the wealth and honors that must necessarily 
| follow the early and rapid settlement of that new 


| 
Í 
| 


| Kansas, in every direction, were thronged with 
| eager emigrants. But as in Eden the evil spirit 
| could only, in destroying, find ease to his relent- 
| less thoughts, so, as the day fixed by law for the 
| organization of the Territory drew near, citizens 
‘of the neighboring State of Missouri organized 
i for the purpose of controlling the legislation of 
| Kansas, and assimilating it to their own. Mis- 
| souri is a slave State, and she determined that 
| Kansas should be a slave State too. On the day 
i of election the influence of this organization was 
| felt throughout Kansas, and by force or fraud 
ii they elected such men to the Territorial Legisla- 
|! ture as were deemed best suited to accomplish the 
| contemplated object. The real settler of Kansas 
|| was subdued; his rights were usurped by the 
|| invaders. 

| Sir, in the whole annals of our country I know 


i 
i 
} 
{ 


| usurping Legislature. If ever a people had cause |) 


to resist unjust and oppressive laws, that cause 
exists in Kansas. In such a case, rebellion is to 
strike for liberty. Justice and humanity revolt 
against the bloody code. ‘Turn over the sick 
ening page, and you, whose plighted faith and 
instinctive homage teach you to cling to the char- 
ter of your own freedom as the security of your 
awn liberties, say, if you can, that your fellow- 
citizens of Kansas shall be so far degraded and 
subjugated by ari invader as to be forbidden th 


he 
freedom of speech and of the press, the trial by 
jury, the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus, 
and security against cruel and unusual punish- 
ments, which the Federal Constitution guaran- 
ties to you. Would you not rather see all the 
treasures of the Union wasted, than that princi- 


If weare thus justly chargeable, we havea fear- | 


cised; but when its exercise is absolutely de- | 
manded, the conclusion is forced upon us that | 


By }} 


the act organizing the Territory of Kansas, the | 


mestic institutions; and the earnest attention of | 


The public highways leading to | 


ples so abhorrent to freemen should ‘be 
| to triumph? : 
| The Constitution provides that— 


“ Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of. 
speech, or of the press.?? one a 


But what are the provisions of the sanguinary- 

code enacted by the invaders of Kansas? : 

“If any person print, write, introduce. into, publish; or = 
circulate, or cause to'be brought into, printed, written, 
published, or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or assist i} 
bringing into, printing, publishing, or circulating, within- 
this Territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, hand~. 
hill, or circular, containing any statements, arguments, 
opinion, sentiment, doctrine, advice, or innuendo, caleu“ 
lated to produce a disorderly, dangerous, or rebellious dis- 
affection among the slaves in this Territory, or to indiicé 
such slaves to escape from the service of their masters, or 
to resist their authority, he shall be guilty of felony, and be 
punished by imprisonment and hard labor for a term not 
iess than five years.” * *: m $ p * hi 

“If any person, by speaking, or by writing, assert or 
maintain that persons have not the right to: hold. slaves in 
this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory, print, 
publish, write, circulate, or cause to be introdueéd into 
this Territory, writtea, printed, published, or circulated, in 
this Territory, any book, paper, magazine, pamphlet, or 
circular, containing any denial of the right-of persons to 
hold slaves in this ‘Territory, such person shall be deemed 
guilty of felony, and punished by imprisonment at hard 
labor for a term not less than two years.” 


Here, sir, at one fell swoop, the freedom of 
speech, and of the press, and of opinion, is struck 
down. Monstrous audacity! And yet it has its 
i| apologists in high places. Can we wonder than 
i| in past ages, tyrants had their obsequious cour- 


permitied: 


|! tiers, when here, in the very temple of freedom, 
| its high priests rejoice over and sustain legisla- 
|i tion which establishes the’ most unendurable. 
| despotism? ' 

But again: the Federal Constitution provides 
that— 

“ The trial of all crimes. 
shall be by jury.” * 

“fn all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and publie trial by an impartial jury.” 
| The Kansas code enacts: : 
“No person who is conscientiously opposed to holding 
laves, or who does not admit the right to hold slaves in 
| this Territory, shall sit as a juror on the trial of any pros- 
ecution for any violation of any of the sections of this act.?* 
_ “ No peison who is conscientiously opposed to the hold- 
ing slaves, or who does not admit the right to hold slaves 
} in this Territory, shall be a juror in any cause in which the 
right to hold any person. in slavery is involved, nor in any 
eause in which any injury done to, or committed. by, any 
slave, is in issue, nor in any criminal proceeding for the 
violation of any Jaw enacted for the. protection of slave 
property, and for the punishment of crime committed against 
the right to such property.” É w 

eae i : : 

This section utterly subverts the trial by jury, 
which has been so jealously maintained through 
so many centuries, as a safeguard against op- 
pression; and it is doubly criminal, for it destroys 
an inestimable privilege of one race to promote 
the extension of the theater for the enslavement 
; of another. 

The Constitution further provides: 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not he 
suspended, unless, when in cases of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it.” 

The writ of habeas corpus was instituted to 
ijsecure liberty to all from illegal and unjust re- 
straint. In our system itis fundamental, With- 
i out it, who is safe? With it, what freeman can 
be held in slavery ? 
| The Kansas code enacts: 
| No negro or mulatto, held as a slave within this Terri- 

i tory, or lawfully arrested as a fugitive from service from 
i: another State or Territory, shall be discharged, nor shall 
| his right to freedom be had under the provisions of this 
i uct.” 

As we pass through this code, one barbarous 
! enactment after another arrests the attention, and 
fills the mind with disgust; and we involuntarily 
ji exclaim, how can Congress answer the accusation 


f 
i 
| b 
| „except in cases ofimpeachment, 
H * * * k * * 


i| of a participation in the guilt of such enactments, 
| when, for so many tedious months, its supreme 
| power has been dormant, by the exercise of which 
| the code would have been abrogated, and the cit- 
| izens of Kansas have been disenthralled from a 
i tyranny so relentless?” ; 

But again, the Constitution provides that 

“ Exeessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
ii fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments iu- 
flicted.”? 

In the tender mercy of the tyrant-invaders of 
' Kansas, they enacted, 

‘ Every person who may be sentenced by any court-of 
competent jurisdiction, under any law in force within this 
Territory, to punishment by confinement and. hard jabor, 
shall be deemed a convict, and shall immediately, under 
the charge of the keeper of such jail or public prison, or 


j 
i 
i 
f 
i 
i 


~ very by the taint of birth, in abject form, may 
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ith a strong lock and key ; and such keeper, or 
: on, having charge of such convict, may, if neces- 
‘Bary; confine such convict while so engage i at. hard labor, 
: py other chains, or other means, in-his discretion, so as to 
Keep such convict secure, and prevent his-escape; and 
When there shall be two or more. convicts under the charge 
Of gach Keeper, or other person; such convicts shall be fas- 
tened together by strong chains, with strong locks and keys, 
during the time such convicts shall be engaged in hard labor 
without the walls of any jail or prison.” 
+ «Whenever any convict shall be employed at labor for 
any incorporate town or city, or any county, such town, 
Gity, or county, shall pay into the territorial treasury the 
sum of fifty cents for each convict, for every day such con- 
vict shall be ‘engaged at such labor; and whenever such 
convict shall be employed upon private hiring, at labor, it 
shall becat Such price each, per day, aS may be agreed upon 
with: suéh keeper, or other person, having charge of such ; 
andthe procceds of said labor shall be collected by such 
keeper, and put into the territorial treasury.” 


` Mr. Speaker, the barbarities of Russian serf- 
dom were never accountable for such refinement 
of cruelty. We have in this code, not only an 
exhibition of wantonness in disposing of the 
dearestrights of mankind, but insults upon human 
nature. Under auch:.a code, who may not be- 
come a“ convict,” and be exposed to such indig- 
nities? 

When the Spaniard conquered and enslaved 
the western isles of the Caribbean sca, and the 
southern portion of this continent was overrun by 
a haughty invader, the Indian race was crushed 
to the bowels of the earth to toil, and pinc, and 
die. The African, too, doomed to hopeless sla- 


bear his degradation; but in Kansas the invaders 
have not to undertake the subjugation of a feeble 
Carib race, nor the enslavement of the negro, 
outlawed from his birth, nor yet the serf who 
bows. submissively to the rod, but men accus- 
tomed to freedom—-men who are the descendants 
of those that were sclf-cxiled to the primeval for- 
est, that man might stand erect in the dignity of 
his _manhood—men whose ancestry periled all 
for liberty, when they saw degrading submission 
concealed in a paltry tea tax. Such men, nur- 
tured under institutions like ours, will not be the 
abject slaves their Missouri invaders would make 


them. They will resist the execution of such | 


insolent enactments; and if they do not they de- 
serve their thraldom. But permit me to proceed 
with this sanguinary code: 


“Tf any person shall entice, decoy, or carry away out of 
this Territory, any slave belonging to another, with intent 
to deprive the owner thereof of the servi of such slave, 
or with intent to effect or procure the freedom of such 
slave, he shat be adjudged guilty of grand lareeny, and on 
conviction thereof shall sufer death, or be imprisoned at 


hard fabor for not jess than ten years.’ 
* A * * * * * * kad * 


t Tf any person shall aid or assist in enticing, decoying, 
or persuading, or carrying away, or sending out of this 


Territory, any slave belonging to another, with intent ee 


procure or effect the freedom of such slave, or with intent 
to deprive the owner thereof of the services of such slave, 
he shall be adjudged guilty of grand larceny, and on con- 


viction thereot'shall suffer death, or be imprisoned at hard | 


labor for not less than ten years,” 
A k * 


* * * * * * * 


“Tt any slave shali commit petit larceny, or shall steal 
any neat caule, sheep, or hog, or be guilty of any mi 
meanor, or other offense punishable under the provis 
of this act only by fine or imprisonment ina county jail, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, he shall, instead of 
such punishment, be punished, if a mate, by stripes on his 
bare. back not exceeding thirty-nine, or if a female, by ini- | 
prisonment in a county jail not exceeding twenty-one days, 
or by stripes not exceeding twenty-one, at the discretion of 
the justice.” 


Another strange provision i$ found in these 
words: 


t If the plaintiff be a negro or mulatto, he is required to 
prove his right to freedom.” 


The sole, controlling impulse in the invasion 
and subjugation of Kansas, and the domination 
exercised there, is the establishment of slavery; 
and the Army of the United States is to be em- 
ployed to enforce those laws, under the delusive 
pretext that the people are free to form and con- 
trol their own institutions, It is insulting mock- 
ery to tell those subjugated by invading hordes, 
that submission to law is the duty of freemen. 
The fell spirit which legislated has its kindred 
spirit on the bench, and-there is no escape but in 


resistance. Draco and Jeffries are the-law-maker 
and the judge. _ $ Le a 

The Constitution of the United States thus de- 
fines treason: - ee 

“reason against the United States shall consist only in 
levying war agalust them, or in adhering to their enemies, 
giving them aid and-comfort.”. 

Hear the. definition of treason by Judge Le- 
-compte to .a Kansas grand jury, his chosen in- 
struments: gto 

“This Territory was organized by an act of Congress, 
and, so far, its authority is from the United States. It has 
a Legislature, elected in pursuance of that organic act. 
This Legislature, being an instrument of Congress by which 
it governs. the Territory, has passed laws. These laws, 
therefore, are of United States authority and making; and 
all that resist these laws resist the power and authority 
of the United States, and are therefore guilty of high trea- 
son. 

& Now, gentlemen, if you find that any persons have 
resisted these laws, then you must, under your oaths, find 
bills against such persons forhigh treason. If you find that 
no such resistance has been made, but that combinations 
have been formed forthe purpose of resisting them, and 
individuals of influence and notoriety have been aiding and 
abetting insuch combinations, then must you still find bills 
for constructive treason,” &c. 

Judicandum est legibus, non exemplis,is the maxim 
of the common law. Judge Lecompte discards 
both law and precedent; his grand jury indict for 
treason, in a Territory, freemen who will not 
brook tyranny, and United States troops are con- 
stituted their jailors. It was treason to organize 
a new government for the State of Kansas, and 
United States troops dispersed the people’s rep- 
resentatives from their halls of legislation. 
Lecompte is ready to extinguish the light of a 
Coke, and patriots are transformed into traitors. 
Monstrous tyranny! To the dust it crushes its 
victims; and if, in their abject humiliation, they 
venture to lift their head so high as to seek em- 
ployment in some petty office, it is conditioned 
that they shall first swear, in the presence of a 
just God, to become the pursuer of the trembling 
fugitive from slavery, and to aid in sending him 
back to bondage. 

“ All officers elected or apppointed under any existing or 
subsequently-enacted laws of this Territory, shall take 
and subscribe the following oath of office: ‘I, 3 do 
solemnly swear, upon the holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, that I will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and that I will support and sustain the provisions 
of an act, entitled “An act to organize the Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas,” and the provisions of the law of 
the United States commonly known as the “ fugitive slave 
law,” and faithfully and impartially, and to the best of my 
| ability, demean myself in the discharge of my duties in the 

office of 3 80 help me God?” 

Now, sir, while it is admitted that these acts 
are subversive of the Constitution and abhorrent 
to every sentiment of humanity, it is insisted 
that they shall be maintained at the point of the 
bayonet by the whole force of the Army of the 
United States. The citizens of Kansas sought 
relief by changing their condition. They met 
and adopted a State constitution, and sent it here | 
for approval. This House sought to terminate 
| the existing condition of things in Kansas by 
admitting her as a State into the Union. We 
were defeated by the Senate. The House passed 
| a bill to restore the Missouri restriction, whtch | 
was so unwiscly repealed, but securing rights | 
acquired under the present Legislature of Kan- 
sas; and this also the Senate defeated. The Sen- 
ate passed a bill for the reorganization of Kansas, 
and for the pacification of her troubles; but not- 
withstanding all that has been said of that} 
measure, it but declares general principles which | 
need ho reaflirmance, still leaving the whole | 
| question to the courts to decide on the validity 


; and constitutionality of those obnoxious laws. 
| No act of usurpation in Kansas has been con- 
| demned by legislation; not one act ofthe infamous 
| code has been abrogated; and constituted as is! 
| the Kansas judiciary, we look hopelessly for 
| justice there, 

dition of Kansas, in the exercise of a constitu- 


i lost their freedom. 


This House, deploring the con- || 


| tional power, all other expedients having failed, 
| has provided, while making appropriations for 
i the support of the Army, that no part of the mil- 
‘itary force of the United States, for the support 


any enactment heretofore passed by the bodies 
i claiming to be the Territorial Legislature of Kan- 
sas. The Senate refused to concur in that pro- 
‘| viso, and this is the point of difference between 
lus. The brief recital which I have made. is 
a sufficient elucidation of our position, and it 


: 


lof which appropriations are made by this act, | 
i| shall be employed. in aid of the enforcement of | 


i 


remains to be seen:which House will yield... Sir, 
[ for one will never consent to the adjournment 
of this House, until. we have abrogated: all the 
unjust, tyrannical, and infamous provisions of 
the Kansas.code; nor will I assent to the passage 
of a bill making. appropriations for the support 
of the Army, without some such provision ag 
that to which the Senate disagrees. : 
. We make all needful appropriations. forthe 
Army, with a provision which we have admit- 
tedly the right to insert; and yet, while we are 
charged with disbanding the Army, and depriv- 
ing mechanics of employment, it is the powerful 
minority arrayed in defense of the black code of 
Kansas alone, that vote “no? on the passage of 
this bill. * 

If it were necessary, Mr. Speaker, to pursue 
the argument, I might show that the Federal 
forces had never yet been legitimately employed 
to enforce civil enactments. ‘The Whisky insur- 
rection, in 1794, was suppressed by the militia. 
The rebel force was estimated at nine thousand, 
and fifteen thousand militia were drafted for their 
suppression. But little blood was shed; nor was 
any blood shed in Shay’s insurrection, in 1796. 
General Lincoln, with a small force of militia, 
restored peace without a ‘battle. The regular 
Army was always deemed too harsh a remedy for 
such irregularities of the people. Now, for the 
first time, it is called into reqtisition, and it is 
only used now because slavery demands it. Sir, 
if the defeat of this bill should result in disband- 
ing the Army, I should not regard it as any 
calamity to the country: our country requires no 
such force as a standing army. The hostile front 
sometimes presented by the Indians is an argu- 
ment for sustaining such a force; but if a tenth 
of the money now spent in supporting an army 
were spent in feeding and clothing the Indian 
tribes, and teaching them the arts'of industry, 

eace would be secured. We rob the Indian of 
his game, and drive him from his huntinggrounds, 
and if he seeks, when perishing, the means to 
lengthen out his miserable existence, and takes 
what he can find, an army is employed, and mil- 
lions of money are spent, in administering what 
is called punishment. 

Sir, a standing army is not only unnecessary, 


but absolutely dangerous to our liberties. It is 
not necessary to repel a foreign foe. We are 
literally speaking ultra insuperabiles unda. Our 


neighbors at the North and at the South are fartoo 
weak to think of coping with us in a struggle in 
the ficld; and the hostile Indians on our borders 


:can be rendered quiet and peaceable by a supply 


of those necessaries which will protect them from 
the clements, and keep thenrfrom starvation. A 
well-regulated militia is all that we require. No 
nation has ever long’ preserved its freedom upon 
any other foundation. This is in accordance with 
our ancient maxims, and the theory of our Gov- 
ernment by which the citizens and the freehold- 
ers constitute the body of the Army. Search the 
history of the world, and you will find that those 


| nations whose soldiers were citizens, husband- 


men, and artisans, alone were free; while those 
nations that maintained a stipendiary soldicry, 
and the people who made war their profession, 
The Romans, as they ex- 
tended their dominion, to preserve it were obliged 
to increase thcir army, of which the people 
became jealous, and demanded that it should 
be employed abroad. Imperator, miles—but I 
will not delay to quote the celebrated inserip- 
tion on the passage of the Rubicon, nor need I 
show that when Casar passed the Rubicon he 
had resolved upon the overthrow of the freedom 
of his country. And Cesar stands not alone in 
history to warn us. We have the history of 
Pisistratus, of Agathocles, of Marius, of Sylla, 
and of Anthony. Those men seized supreme | 
power with an insignificant number of hired 
troops. Cæsar seized Rome with but-five thou- 
sand men, and fought the battle of Pharsalia with 
but twenty-two thousand. The Pretorian bands 
of the Roman empire never exceeded eight thou- 
sand men, and the Janizaries of the Ottoman 
empire never exceeded twelve thousand. Crom- 
well maintained himself with but seventeen thou- 
sand. The liberties-of a nation may be struck 
down, without the loss of one drop of blood, by 
a contemptible body of disciplined. troops, in 
conjunction with a very inconsiderable body of 
the citizens, united together for the destruction 
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of public liberty. When a standing army has | 
become familiar to a State, all dread of its evils | 
and dangers is forgotten.: And it is no answer to 
say, that when it becomes dangerous to liberty | 
its pay may be stopped. It is true, the Legisla- 
ture has the purse, and the army has the sword. 
But how true as well as beautiful is this line of 
Lucian—‘frmatenenti omnia dat, qui justa negat.” | 
The address of the sheep to Apollo, that wolves | 
might have no teeth, was most sensible and sug- | 
gestive. | 

But, sir, look at affairs in modern Europe. See | 
the great burden heaped upon the people. With- | 
out presuming to be strictly accurate, yet suffi- | 
ciently so for my purpose, I think I may safely 
put the standing army of France and Russia each 
at half a million of men, England at a quarter, 
Austria and Prussia cach a third. Europe is 
burdened to-day with quite two millions of armed 
men; and so firmly is this foree fixed upon Eu- 
rope, that it cannot be shaken off. Thus we 
account for tyranny and oppression; and here we 
trace to their source the evils which afflict the | 
people. The tramp of armies is familiar to the | 
ear in every nook and corner of Europe; and in 
those nations where is civil and political liberty 
to be found? Even the song of liberty is lost 
amid the clash of arms. 

Will it then be so direa calamity if our Army | 
be disbanded? We have an Army of fourteen | 
thousand men, maintained at a cost of over four- | 
teen millions of dollars. We have fourteen thou- ` 
sand men organized and separated from the mass | 
of the people. Confining men in barracks gives 
them neither better political opinions nor more ` 
patriotism; but their organization may compel | 
the rest of the community, Hercules like, to be | 
ever ready, club in hand, to defend themselves, | 
not against a hostile enemy from without, but 
from an element within, which is always hostile ; 
to freedom. I certainly shall never vote appro- | 
priations to maintain an Army to enforce such | 
unjust, tyrannical, and barbarous enactments, as | 
those which have been imposed upon Kansas. | 

Need I say more to justify the position we have | 
assumed, and the pertinacity we have exhibited | 
in our difference with the Senate? The proviso | 

. in this bill, itis true, does not suspend the Kansas | 
j 


ii not bear examination for a moment. 


i 


code, nor does it disafirm or annul those laws. 
It merely proposes that they shall not be enforced 
at the point of the bayonet, with the whole force 


or unreasonable? Is it not both legal and just? 
But Congress has, and must necessarily have, 


|| not only the power and the right, but it may be 


its duty, to repeal, alter, and modify, both the 
organic act and the laws of its Territories, when 
occasion may require. In Congress is vested the 
supreme legislative power, and not in the Terri- 
tories. It cannot, if it would, transfer this trust. 
It must discharge the trust, or abandon a duty. 
These territorial governments are nothing more 
or less than municipal corporations. Inno respect 
are they sovereign. The Constitution and the 


by act of Congress. No other doctrine can be 
maintained for a moment, unless we abandon the 
| well-settled principles and the uniform practice of 
this Government from its organization, and the 
whole theory upon which it is founded, and upon 
which it has hitherto been administered. 


has not the power to pass upon the validity of a 
Territorial Legislature illegally or fraudulently 
| constituted, because, in its organic act, it provides 
| that the Legislature itself shall decide upon the 
validity of the election of its own members, will 
Whence 
does Congress get the power to pass the organic 
act? Is that power exhausted when the act is 
passed? Where do you find the warrant for any 


:| such position in the Constitution? There is none. 


If, then, Congress has the power to pass the 
| organic act, it has the power to alter, amend, or 
| repeal it. Iam not now speaking of the right, 
| but of the power. As in this very case of the 
Kansas Territorial Legislature—elected by fraud 
| and force, and perverting the very objects of its 
| being to oppression, tyranny, and injustice—is 
| there no power of review but the courts? Why, 
| sir, the courts have no power to pass upon the 
| validity or invalidity of the organization ofa legis- 

lative body. There is no way provided by law 
| by which the courts can reach such a case. The 
| common law, in cases of ordinary municipal cor- 
| porations, has provided a remedy by quo war- 


of the Federal Army. Is this unconstitutional | 


Federal laws have no application to them, except | 


The argument so often urged, that Congress | 


males 


ranio; but corporations of this sort ae no alies c 
E Thecourts 
emedy 


known only to our Federal system 
| in this case have no jurisdiction; the only 


the people'can have 1s in Congress. “If there is 
power there, the people are remediless, and ‘they. 
must suffer in this case, and.in the next, and the: 
next; to the end of the. chapters. °: ceis ee 
But, sir, the people are not remediless,: If this 
Congress will not listen to their grievances, thé 
next will. [havea living andan abiding faith in 
the justice and the magnanimity of the people. If’ 
Congress should fail to:do justice to. Kansas, the 
people will not fail to dofull and ample justice to 
them by sending Representatives here that: will 
redress their wrongs. I. tell gentlemen plainly, 
that the people are aroused upon the question of 
justice to Kansas, and they will see the Army 
disbanded, the country shaken. by revolution— 
yes, a civil war, before they will see their fellow- 
citizens ground to the earth by the heartless, un- 
just, and tyrannical oppression of a Territorial 
Legislature inaugurated by force and fraud, and 
maintained by the bayonets of Federal power. 
Sir, the Senate has assumed a position which 
brings back to the memory the historic page 
| from which we learn that the sovereigns Charles 
|! L and James II. maintained a parallel course, for 
|| which the former lost his head, and the latter his 
ii crown. Weare revolutionists because we persist 
|; against the known opinions of Senators! Sir, 
‘| when was this House degraded from its equality 
|| with the Senate, and how long bave we been re- 
| quired to bow at its nod? If I were permitted to 
i| give a political rather than a classical rendering 
| of a well-known line in Horace— e 
t. Quicquid delirant reges, plectuntur Achivi,” À 
I should say, when Senators go mad the people 
| feel the scourge. On the issue now presented, I 
i; am ready to go to the people, whose verdict. can ~ 
1 not be doubted. But, sir, rely upon it the Senate 
| will not meet the responsibility. They will re- 
|| main here until, by some means, they succeed in 
|| passing this’ bill, without the proviso, over our 
‘| heads. I therefore counsel the friends of Kansas 
|; —those who desire that her settlers shall be se- 
i! cured in their constitutional and le al rights, and. 
be protected against an armed soldiery and their 
|| Missouri invaders—to stand firm. is 
1 


i iara 
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THE END. 


PUBLIC ACTS, ETO., OF THE THIRTY-FOURTH CONGRESS 


OF THE 


UNITED STATES, 


Passed at the Second Session, which was begun and held at the City of Washington, in the Disthiet of Columbia, on 
Thursday, the 21st day of August, 1856, and ended on Saturday, the 30th day of August, 1856. 


` Frawxun Peros, President; Jesse D. Baicur, President of the Senate pro tempore; NatHanieL P, Banus, Jr., Speaker 


Now JAn Act to supply an Omission in the 
Enrollment of a certain Act. 


Whereas the following clauses of the act en- ; 
tiled.“ An Act making appropriations for certain | 


civil expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, cighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven, approved the cightee 7 
August, eighteen andred and fifty-six, to wit: 


“ For completing the marine hospital at Cin- ` 


cinnati, Ohio, eighty-six thousand dollars. 

“For improving Battery and Washington 
streets, and road-way O P around the custom- 
house at San Francisco, California, thirteen thou- 
sand four hundred and one dollars and thirty 
cents,’’—-were omitted in the enrollment of the 
said act: Therefore, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress ; 
assembled, That the sum of cighty-six thousand | 


dollars for completing the marine hospital at Cin- 
cinnati, in the State of Ohio, and the sum of thir- 
teen thousand four hundred and one dollars and 
thirty cents for improving Battery and Washing- 
ton streets, and road-way O P around the cus- 
tom-house at San Francisco, in the State of Cali- 
fornia, be, and the same are hereby, appropriated 
out of any money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 
APPROVED, August 28, 1856. 


No. 2.—An Act making Appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the 
thirticth of June, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-seven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, outof any money 
in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the support of the Army for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, one thousand ‘eight hundred 
and fifty-seven: 

For expenses of recruiting, transportation of 
recruits, three months’ extra pay to non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates on reën- 
listment, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For pay of the Army, three million two hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand one hundred and 
seventy dollars. 

For commutation of officers’ subsistence, six 
hundred and sixty-one thousand nine hundred 
aud sixty-seven dollars. 

For commutation of forage for officers’ horses, 
one handred and twenty-two thousand three hun- 
dred and four dollars. 

For payment in licu of clothing for officers’ ser- 
vants, thirty-nine thousand four hundred and 
forty dollars. 


hteenth day of ` 


car ending the ; 


U the House of Representatives. 


For subsistence in kind, one million nine hun- 
dred and eighty-nine thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. 

For clothing for the Army, camp and garrison 
equipage, six hundred and twenty-four thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three dollars and fifty- 
seven cents. 

For the regular supplies of the quartermaster’s 

department, consisting of fuel for the officers, 
i enlisted men, guard, hospital, storehouses, and 
|: offices; forage in kind for the horses, mules, and 
|i oxen of the quartermaster’s department, at the 
‘| several posts and stations, and with the armies 
inthe field; for the horses of the two regiments 
i! of dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, the 
ij regiment of mounted riflemen, the companies of 
|, light artillery, and such companies of infantry as 
; may be mounted, and for the authorized number 
li of officers’ horses, when serving in the field and 


‘iat the outposts; of straw for soldiers? bedding, 
|i and of stationery, including company and other 
|! blank-books for the Army, certificates for dis- 
charged soldiers, blank forms for the pay and 
|. quartermaster’s departments; and for the 
t ing of division and department orders, 
| regulations and reports 
ii sand dollars, 

i| For the incidental expenses of the quartermas- 
: ter’s department, consisting of postage on letters 
jand packets received and sent py officers of the 
| Army on public service; expenses of courts-mar- 
tial and courts of inquiry, including the additional 
compensation to judge advocates, recorders, mem- 
bers, and witnesses, while on that service, under 
the act of March sixteenth, cighteen hundred 
and two; extra pay to soldiers employed, under 
| the direction of the quartermaster’s department, 
in the erection of barracks, quarters, storehouses, 
and hospitals; the construction of roads and other 
constant labor, for periods of net less than ten 
| days, under the acts of March second, eighteen 
hundred and nineteen, and August fourth, eigh- 
|| teen hundred and fifty-four, including those em- 
ployed as clerks at division and department 
i kealquariers. expenses of expresses to and from 
| the frontier posts and armies in the field; of es- 
corts to paymasters, other disbursing officers and 
trains, when military escorts cannot be furnished; 
expenses of the interment of non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers; authorized office furniture; 
| hire of laborers in the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, ineluding hire of interpreters, spies, and 
| guides for the Army; compensation of clerks to 
| officers of the quartermaster’s department; com- 
| pensation of forage and wagon-masters, author- 


one Million and ten thou- 


t 
q 
i 


jf and thirty-eight; for the apprehension of deserters 
i and the expenses incident to their pursuit; the 
i! following expenditures required for the two regi- 


jj ized by the act of July fifth, eighteen hundred | 


pan 
Army jj 
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ments of dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, 
the regiment of mounted riflemen, and such com- 
panies of infantry as may be mounted, viz: the 
purchase of traveling forges, blacksmith’s and 
shoeing tools, horse and mule shoes, and nails, 
iron, and steel for shocing, hire of veterinary 
surgeons, medicines for horses and mules, picket 
ropes, and shoeing the horses of those corps, 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

For constructing barracks and other buildings 
at posts which it may be necessary to occupy 
during the year; and for repairing, altering, and 
enlarging buildings at the established posts, in- 
cluding fie or commutation of quarters for offi- 
cers on military duty; hire of quarters for troops, 
of storehouses for ‘the safe-keeping of military 
stores, and of grounds for summer cantonments; 
for encampments and temporary frontier stations, 
five hundred thousand dollars. 

For mileage or allowance made to officers of 
the Army; for the transportation ‘of themselves 
and their baggage when traveling on duty with- 
out troops or escorts, one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars. i 

For transportation of the Army, including the 
baggage of the troops when moving either by land 
or water; of clothing, camp, and garrison equipage 
from the depot at Philadelphia to the several 
posts and Army depots; horse equipments and 
of subsistence from the places of purchase and 
from the places of delivery under contract, to 
such places as the circumstances of the service 
may require it to be sent; of ordnance, ordnance 
Stores, and small-arms, from the founderies and 
armories, to the arsenals, fortifications, frontier 
posts, and army depots; freights, wharfage, tolls, 
and ferriages; for the purchase and hire of horses, 
mules, and oxen, and the purchase and repair of 
wagons, carts, drays, ships and other sea-going 
vessels and boats for the transportation of sup- 
plies and for garrison purposes; for drayage and 
cartage at the several posts; hire of teamsters} 
transportation of funds for the pay and other dis- 
bursing departments; the expense of sailing pub- 
lic transports on the various rivers, the Gulf of 
Mexico, and the Atlantic and Pacific; and for 


j procuring water at such posts as from their situa- 
| tion require that it be brought from a distance; 


and for clearing roads and removing obstructions 
from roads, harbors, and rivers, to the extent 
which may be required for the actual operations 
of the troops on the frontier, one million five hun- 
dred thousand dollars. k 

For the purchase of horses for the two regi- 
ments of dragoons, the two regiments of cavalry, 
the regiment of mounted riflemen, the companies 
of light artillery, and such infantry as it may be 
found necessary to mount at the frontier posts, 
two hundred thousand dollars. 


iq 
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For contingencies of the Army, twelve thou- 


sand dollars. 
For the medical and. hospital departments, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. ! 


For contingent expenses of the adjutant gen- i 


eral’s department, at division and department 
headquarters, four hundred dollars. 

For compensation of the clerk and messenger 
in the office of the commanding general, two 
thousand dollars. 

For contingent expenses of the office of the 
commanding general, three hundred dollars. 

For armament of fortifications, one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, 
including horse equipments for the mounted regi- 
ments, two hundred and three thousand dollars. 

For the current expenses of the ordnance ser- 
vice, one hundred thousand dollars. 

For the manufacture of arms at the national 
armories, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

To enable Thomes H. Barlow, of Kentucky, 
to manufacture one of his newly-invented rifle 
cannon, for the purpose of testing the feasibility 
of their use in the military or naval service of the 
country, three thousand dollars, to be- paid to 
said Barlow from time to time, as he progresses 
with the manufacture of thesame: Provided, That 
said cannon shall not be of less caliber than a 


twelve-pounder: And provided further, That the || 


said Barlow shall give good and sufficient securit 
to the Secretary of War for the faithful expendi- 
ture of the money hereby appropriated in the 
construction of said cannon. 

For arsenals, including the purchase of sites 
for new arsenals of deposit in Texas and New 
Mexico, and for the erection of suitable maga- 
zines and other arsenal buildings in Texas, in 
California, in Washington or Oregon Territory, 
and in New Mexico, two hundred and thirty 
thousand one hundred and fifty-seven dollars. 

For repairs and improvements and new ma- 
chinery at Harper’s Ferry, thirty-eight thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-two dollars. 

For repairs and new machinery at Springfield 
armory, Massachusetts, thirty-eight thousand 
dollars. 

For the completion, including water wheels and 
shafting of the new water shops, grading grounds, 
and construction of bridge at Springfield armory, 
Massachusetts, sixty thousand dollars. 

For surveys for military defences, geograph- 
ical explorations, gpd reconnoissances, for mili- 
tary purposes, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

For purchase and repairs of instruments, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 


For continuing the survey of the northern and į 


northwestern lakes, ine 
fifty thousand dollars. 
"For printing charts of lake surveys, five thou- 
sand dollars. 

For the Post Office extension, three hundred 
thousand dollars. i 

For mrearages prior to July first, one thousand 
cight hundred and fifteen, payable through the 
office of the Third Auditor, under an act approved 
May first, oncthousand cight hundredand twenty, 
in addition to the balance undrawn in the Treas- 
ury, two thousand doilars. 

For pay, f witl 
termaster’s stores and supplies, and subsistence 
of mounted and foot companies of Florida vol- 
unteers called into the service of the United 
States, two hundred and forty thousand six hun- 
dred and sixty-seven dollars and fifty-two cents. 


Appnoven, August 30, 1856. 


luding Lake. Superior, 


No. 3.—An Act to fix the times of holding, in | 


the State of Delaware, the Election of a Repre- 


sentative in the Congress of the United States. | 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House cf Repre- 


sentatives of the United States of America in Congress į 


st Tuesday after the first 


assembled, That the fir 
1 the present year, and | 


Monday in November ir 3 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in No- 
vember in every second year hereafter, shall be, ` 
and the same is hereby, appointed and estab- 
lished for holding elections in the State of Deia- | 
ware for a Representative of said State in the Con 
gress of the United States of America: Provid 
Phat the said elections shall be conducted in such 


|i Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 


furnishing and maintaining with quar- į 


ed, : 


= samara man 


manner and held at such places as are or may be 
| prescribed by the laws of the said State of Dela- 
ware. ` ` : : : 
APPROVED, A’ 


RESOLUTIONS. 


No. 1.—A Resolution authorizing the Purchase 
and Restoration to the British Government of 
the Ship Resolute, late of the British Navy. 


Wuereas it has become known to Congress 
that the ship Resolute, late of the Navy of her 


ugust 30, 1856. È 
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Great Britain and Ireland, on service in the Arctic 
seas, in search of Sir John Franklin and the sur- 
vivors of the expedition under his command, was 
rescued and recovered in those seas by the officers 
and crew of the American whaleship, the George 
Henry, after the Resolute had been necessarily 
abandoned in the ice by her officers and crew, 
and after drifting stillin the ice for more than one 
thousand miles from the place where so aban- 
doned; and that the said ship Resolute, having 
been brought to the United States by the salyors 
| at great risk and peril, had been generously relin- 
quished to them by her Majesty’s Government: 
Now, in token of the deep interest felt in the 


sarily abandoned, and of the sense entertained 
by Congress of the act of her Majesty ’s Govern- 
ment, in surrendering said ship to the salvors: | 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to cause the said 
ship Resolute, with all her armament, equipment, 
and the property on board when she arrived in 
the United States, and which has been preserved 
in good condition, to be purchased of her present 
owners; and that he send the said ship, with 
everything pertaining to her as aforesaid, after 
being full repaired and equipped at one. of the 
navy-yards 0 
land, under control of the Secretary of the Navy, 
with.aequest to her Majesty ’s Government that 
the United States may be allowed to restore the 
said ship Resolute to her Majesty’s service; and, 
for the purchase of said ship, and her.appurte-: 
nances as aforesaid, the sum of forty thousand 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be required, 
i| is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. 

Approved, August 28, 1856. 


No. 2.—-A Resolution authorizing the Acceptance 
of certain Medals from Foreign Governments. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of itepresent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That Surgeon Thomas Williamson 
and Passed-Assistant Surgeon James F. Har- 
rison, of the United States Navy, be, and they 
are hereby, authorized to accept the gold medals 
recently awarded to them by the Emperor of 
France. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That Licu- 
tenant M. F. Maury, of the United States Navy, 

be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept the 
| gold medals recently presented to him by the 
‘| Governments of Prussia and Holland, and the 
Republic of Bremen. 

pproven, August 30, 1856 


| No. 3.--A Resolution allowing Doetor E. K. 
Kane, and the Officers associated with him in 
their late Expedition to the Arctic seas, in 
search of Sir John Franklin, to accept such 
Token of Acknowledgment from the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain as it may please to 
present. 

Wuensas the President of the United States 
has communicated to Congress a request from 
the Government of Great Britain that permission 


to accept front 


| United States for the service in which her Ma- |! 
y į| jesty’s said ship was engaged when thus neces- 


the United States, back to Eng- || 


rat 


the Goverment of @ 
some ‘ token of ‘thankfulness, ’’ a 
rial of the sense entertained by that 
ofti their arduous and generous se 
behalfs 2 8 iE on EPT 
Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and: 
Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress ‘assembled, That: Congress hereby con- 
sents that Dr. Elisha: K. Kane, of the Nayy of 
the United States, and: such of the officers who 
were with him in the expedition aforesaid as may 
yet remain in the service of the United ‘States, 
may accept from the Government of Great 
Britain such token of the. character aforesaid ‘as 
it may be the pleasure of that Government to 
present to them. Acie l ee 
Approyen, August 30, 1856. 


No. 4.—A Resolution authorizing Alexander D. 
Bache to accept a Medal presented to him-by 
the King of Sweden. : ; f sar 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in. Congress. 
assembled, That Alexander D. Bache, Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey, be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to accept the gold medal recently pre- 
sented to him by the King of Sweden. 

Avproven, August 30, 1856. 


PRIVATE ACTS gue 


| No. 1.—An Act for the relief. of John Connolly, 
late a Private in Company A, Sixth Infantry, 
United States Army. iiie 8 pinati 
Be it enacted: by the Senate and House of Nepre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the name’ of John Connolly, late 
a private in company A, sixth regiment infantry, 
United States Army, be placed upon the pension 
roll by the Secretary of the Interior, at.the rate 
of ten dollars per month. : 


Approven, August 23, 1856. 


i 
| 
| 
} 
f 


No. 2.—An Act for the reliefiof the Heirs and 
Legal Representatives of Bernard Hemkin. < 
Be it enacted: by the Senate and House of Repre~ 
sentutives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled,’ That the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of Bernard Hemkin be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to locate two hundred arpents of land 
on any of the unreserved and unappropriated 

ublic lands of the Guachita Jand: district in thè 

State of Louisiana, it being in lieu of so much 

of the lot namber four, recommended: by the 

register and receiver of said Jand office for con- 
firmation, in their report made in July, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-two, in compliance with an act 

of Congress, as has been awarded to John B. 

Eddins: Provided, That by said ‘location they 

shall not interfere with the preémptive or other 

valid rights of third persons, we 
“Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 3.—An Act for the relief of Ursula. E. Co 
widow of Charles Cobb.- ee 

Be it enacted by the Senategond House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States df Americain Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be 

regaired to place the name.of Ursula E. Cobb, 


bb, 


|i widow of the late Charles Cobb, a gunner in the 
i naval service of the United States, upon the list 


of those pensioners who are allowed pensions by 
the act entitled “* An act for the more équitable 
administration of the navy. pension fund,’? ap- 
proved the third day of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-seven, and to allow her, as the widow 
of said Cobb, a pension agreeable to the pro- 
visions of said act, and that her said pension to 
commence on the ninth day of May, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three. . f 2 i 
Aprroven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 4.—An Act for the relief of Peyton G, King, 


should be given by this Government allowing 

Doctor Elisha K. Kane, a passed-assistant sur-} 
geon in the Navy of the United States, and the’! 
officers who were with him in his late expedition | 
H to the Arctic seas, in search of Sir John Franklin, 


late Receiver of Public Money at, ‘Monroe, 
Louisiana. : Pe Soe 
Be it enacted by the Senate and Mouse of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
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assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed, in ad- 
justing the accounts of Peyton G. King, as late 
receiver of public money at the United States land 
office at Monroe, Louisiana, to give him credit 
for the sum of seven thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-three dollarsand ninety-two cents,the amount 
of the public money of. which he was robbed on 
the twenty-second day of January, A. D. eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, while acting in the afore- 
said capacity. 
Approved, August 23, 1856. 


No. 5.—An Act for the relief of Henry L. Rob- 
inson. ` 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United Statés of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
pay to Henry L. Robinson the sum of one hun- 
dred and seventy-one dollars for retained bounty, 
and for his services in the United States Army, 
from April, eighteen hundred and fourteen, to the 
day of his discharge in February, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifteen. p i 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 6.—An Act for the relief of William B. 
Cozzens. , 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
pay to William B. Cozzens the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, in full compensation for his store- 
house, taken from him for the use of the United 
States, in January, eighteen hundred and forty- 
Seven, by Captain L. EL. Webb, by order of 
Quartermaster General Jesup. 

Avprovep, August 23, 1856. 


No. 7.—An Act for the relief of the Heirs and | 
Legal Representatives of Mrs. Magdalene Brou- 
tin, widow of De la Ronde. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives ofthe United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the claim of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Mrs. Magdalene Broutin, the 
widow of Don Pedro de la Ronde, be, and the 
same is hercby, confirmed to a tract of land in 
the Greensburg district, parish of St. Tammany, 
Louisiana, fronting on the west bank of Pearl 
river, at about ten miles from its fall into the 
Rigolets; containing two thousand superficial 
arpents, as represented on the plat of survey made 

y Carlos ‘Trudeau, and annexed to the title deed 
granted by Don Juan Ventura Morales, intendent 
or superintendent general of the province of West 
Florida, to Mrs. Magdalene Broutin, widow of 
De la Ronde, on the nineteenth January, eighteen 
hundred and four: Provided, however, That this 
act shall only operate as a relinquishment forever 
on the part of the United States to the said lands; 
and shall not interfere with adverse valid rights 
of other persons, if such exist, to any part of the 
land embraced in the claim and survey aforesaid. 

Aprrroven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 8.—An Act for the relicf of John Nash. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to John 
Nash, owner of the schooner L. J. Bowden, the 
sum of one hundred dollars, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
same being one moiety of the penalty collected 
of the master of the said vessel by the collector 
of the port of Fredericksburg, in the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, for a breach of the rev- 
enue laws, it having been made to appear that the 
said penalty was incurred without any design to ! 
violate the law. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 9.—An Act for the relief of John Otis. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentativesof the United States of America in. Congress 
assembled, That. the Secretary of the Treasury | 
pay to John Otis the ‘suni of nine hundred and !: 


seventeen dollars and fifty cents, in full compen- 
sation for services rendered in taking care of the 
sick and wounded at the battle of Sandy Creek, 
and for quarters and materials furnished the 
wounded prisoners at said battle, in the year 
eighteen hundred and fourteen. 

Approvep, August 23, 1856. 


No. 10.—An Act for the relief of Abner Dick- 
son, a Soldier in the War of eighteen hundred 
and twelve. : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Americain Congress 
assembled, That the name of Abner Dickgon be 
placed on the roll of invalid pensions at the rate 
of sixteen dollars per month, commencing on the 
first day of December, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-five, and to continue during his natural 
life, instead of the pension heretofore allowed 
him. os 

Approvep, August 23, 1856. 


No. 11.—An Act for the relief of Calvin Hall, 
Assignee of William Jones. 


Be il enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
seitatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
pay to Calvin Hall, assignee of William Jones, 
such a sum of money as shall equal the value of 
three hundred and two sheep belonging to said 
Jones, and which were improperly seized and 
sold by the Government officers, in the year cigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-one, for an alleged non- 
payment of duties. 

Arproven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 12,—An Act for the relief of the Sureties of 
the late Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, United 
States Army. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officers of 
the Treasury be, and ‘hey are hereby, directed 
to credit and allow the sum of three thousand 
and ninety-eight dollars and thirty-seven cents, 
in the accounts of Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, 
deceased, and late acting assistant commissary 
of subsistence for disbursements made on his 

assage to California, and for transportation on 

iis arrival there, the vouchers for the same having 
becn lost or stolen after his death in California. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 13.—An Act for the relicf of Edmund 
Mitchell. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembied, That the name of Edmund Mitchell, 
of Carrol county, in the State of Kentucky, be 
placed upon the pension roll, at the rate of eight 
dollars per month, to commence on the first day 
of March, cighteen hundred and fifty-four. 

ArrrovED, August 23, 1856. 


No. 14.—An Act for the relief of William Hum- 
hreys, Jr., Owner of Fishing Schooner Good 
Exchange, lost at Sea. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the collector of customs for the 
district of Marblehead, in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, be, and is hereby, authorized and 
directed to pay to William Humphreys, Jr., the 
owner of the schooner Good Exchange, of nine- 
ty-four tons and thirty-nine ninety-fifths of a ton 
burden, upon his showing sufficient authorit 
from the heirs or the legal representatives of sacli 
person interested, such a sum of money as said 
vessel would have been entitled toif she had been 
engaged in the cod fisheries for the “ fishin 
term” of four months or more, to be distributed 
as the law provides; such vessel having been lost 
while engaged in that business during the fishing 
season of eighteen hundred and forty-five: Pro- 
vided, It shall be shown by sufficient proof that 
the master and three fourths of the crew of the 
said schooner Good Exchange were citizens of 
the United States. 

Approvep, August 23, 1856. 


No. 15.—An Act for the relief of the Heirs and 
Legal Representatives of Ignacio Delino. 


Beit enacted. by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the claim of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Ignacio Delino be, and ‘the 
same is hereby, confirmed to a tract of land in the 
Greensburg district, parish of St. Tammany, Lou- 
isiana, fronting on the west bank of Pearl river, 
at about twelve miles from its fall into the Rigo- 
lets, containing two thousand superficial arpents; 
as represented: on the plat of survey made by 
Carlos Trudeau, and annexed to the title deed 
granted by Don Juan Ventura Morales, intend- 
ent-general of the province of West Florida, to 
Ignacio Delino, on the eighteenth January, eigh- 
teen hundred and four: Provided, however, That 
this act shall only operate as a relinquishment 
forever on the part of the United States to the 
said lands, and shall not interfere with adverse 
valid rights of other persons, if such exist, to any 
part of the land embraced in the claim and survey 
aforesaid. ; 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 16.—An Act providing an Increase of Pen- 
sion to Daniel Waldo, of Onondago county, 
New York. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior cause 
the pension of Daniel Waldo, of Onondago 
county, New York, to be changed on the pension 
roll from twenty-six dollars and sixty-six cents 
per annum, to eight dollars per month, com- 
mencing from the fourth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-one, and to continue during his 
natural life. 

Aprproven, August 23, 1856, 


No. 17.—An Act to confirm the Title of Ruhama 
Whitaker and Rebecca Whitaker to certain 
Lands in the State of Louisiana. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That there is hereby confirmed to Ru- 
hama Whitaker the usufruct title during her 
natural life, in two certain tracts constituting one 
body of land on the northwest branch of Thomp- 
son’s creek, in Louisiana; the one tract of five 
hundred and sixty arpents having béen surveyed 
in the year seventeen hundred and ninety-nine, 
in the name of Juan Brown#the other, of three 
hundred and ten arpents, having been surveyed 
in the year eighteen hundred and six, for Edward 
O'Connor; and there is hereby relinquished to 
Rebecca Whitaker the reversionary interest ‘of 
the United States in fee-simple to the said land; 
and it shall be the duty of the United States sur- 
veyor general to execute a proper survey of the 
land, according to the evidence accompanying the 
memorial of the said Ruhama Whitaker and Re- 
becca Whitaker to Congress: Provided, however, 
That the confirmation and relinquishment by this 
act shall not interfere with any subsisting valid 
adverse right, if such exist, to the whole or any 
part of the aforesaid land. 

Approyep, August 23, 1856, 


No. 


18.—An Act for the relief of Captain 
Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay to Captain Thomas Ap Cates- 
by Jones the sum of nine hundred dollars, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
De aire re full for the moneys paid by him to 

all McAllister, Esq., as counsel on the trial of 
Black and five others for mutiny, before a general 
naval court-martial on board ‘the sloop-of-war 
Warren, in October, eighteen hundred and forty- 
nine. 

Approve, August 23, 1856. 


No. 19.—An Act for the relief of Rudolf Kuss- 
maul, ` 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
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and he is hereby, authorized and directed to place 
the name of Rudolf Kussmaul, of New York, 
upon the pension list, at the rate of twelve dol- 
lars per month; commencing on the thirtieth day 
of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and con- 
tinuing during his natural life, in lieu of the 
pension of six dollars per month, which he now 
receives. 
Aprrovenp, August 23, 1856. 


No. 20.—An Act authorizing the Legal Repre- 
sentatives of Manuel Gonzales Moro to enter 
certain Lands in Missouri. 

Be it enucted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the legal representatives of Manuel 
Gonzales Moro be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to enter, without payment, at any land office 
in the State of Missouri, in such quantities, agree- 
ably to the United States surveys, as the claim- 
ants may desire, a quantity of land subject to 
private entry, not exceeding seven thousand and 
fifty-six arpents of land, at a price not exceeding 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, in lieu 
of, and in compensation for, a claim of that quan- 
tity allowed to them by the board of commission- 
ers appointed for the final adjustment of private 
land claims in the State of Missouri, and con- 
firmed to them by “ An act confirming claims to 
land in the State of Missouri, and for other pur- 
poses,’ approved July fourth, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six. And the register and receiver 
of the land offices aforesaid shall receive the 
proper applications and proofs, and shall issue the 
necessary certificate or certificates; on return of 
which to the General Land Office, with proof 
sufficient, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Interior, to establish the right of the claimants as 
such legal representatives, a patent or patents 
shall issue as in other cases. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 21.—An Act for the relief of J. W. Todd, 
a Lieutenant of Ordnance in the United States 
Army. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, directed to give credit to J. W. Todd, a 
lieutenant of ordnance in the United States Army, 
in the sum of two thousand four hundred and 
fifty dollars, the same being the amount placed 
in his hands by the United States, and charged 
to him as disbursing officer, which was irrecover+ 
ably lost whilst in his charge and custody by the 
burning and sinking of the steamboat Gipsey, on 
the Mississippi river, between Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans, on the seventh of December, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-four. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 22.—An Act for the relief_of the Heirs and 
Legal Representatives of Louis Reggio. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
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sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the heirs and legal representa- 
tives of Louis Reggio, original claimant, be, and 
they are hereby, confirmed in their title to a cer- 
tain tract of land situated on the Bayou Lacomb, 
in the parish of St. Tammany, State of Louisi- 
ana, containing sixteen hundred arpents, more or 
less, according to the original plat of survey made 
and returned to the land office, and located in 
townships eight and nine, of ranges twelve and 
thirteen east,in the land district east of the Island 
of Orleans, and west of Pearl river: Provided, 
That this confirmation is in no manner to affect 
or impair any adverse valid rights, if such should 
be found to exist; but the area of such interference, 
if not less than the quantity of a sixteenth of a 
section, the aforesaid legal representatives shall 
be authorized to locate on other Government lands 
in Louisiana, subject to entry by private sale 
at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre or 
ess. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Surveyor General of Louis- 
iana to ascertain whether any part of the original 
claim is not covered by other rights, and for such 
portion he shall make a return of a plat to the 
General Land Office; and for the area of inter- 
ference, if not less than the quantity aforesaid, 
he shall issue his certificate authorizing the loca- 
tion thereof on other lands in Louisiana as afore- 
said; and, upon the return of such a plat, or the 
surveyor general’s certificate, with the tracts 
designated thereon by the proper register, which 
may be selected in accordance with this act, a 
patent shall issue. 

Approvep, August 23, 1856. 


No. 23.—An Act for the relief of James M. 
Lindsay. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the claim of James M. Lindsay, 
of the State of Alabama, to fractional section, 
twenty-one, township six, range five, west of the 
Alabama river, except the south half of the south- 
east quarter and the south half of the southwest 
quarter of said section, be, and the same is hereby, 
confirmed; the land herein described being the 

art of a reservation made to Samuel and David 
Hale, Creek Indians, by the treaty of the ninth 
of August, eighteen hundred and fourteen, be- 
tween the United States and the hostile Creeks: 
Provided, That this act shall be construed to vest 
in the said Lindsay only the reversionary interest 
of the United States, and not to prejudice the 
rights of bona fide claimants other than the United 
States. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 24.—An Act for the relief of the Legal Rep- 
resentatives of Thomas Gordon, deceased. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 


and is hereby, authorized: and: directed to, pay . 
to the legal representatives of Thomas Gordon, ` 
deceased; out.of any. money in the. Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, nineteen and ishten 
ninetieths dollars, with interest, at the rate of SIX 
per centum. per annum, from the fifth day of. 
April, one thousand seven ‘hundred: and eighty- 
one, being in full for a certificate. given, by Time 
othy Pickering, quartermaster general, to. the 
said Thomas Gordon, deceased, for nineteen and 
eighteen ninetieths dollars and. interest, and bear- 
ing date the twenty-ninth of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-two. 

Approven, August 23, 1856. 


No. 25.—An Act for the. relief .of Antoine 
Robedeau. ee 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interiorshall 
inscribe on the invalid pension roll the name of 
Antoine Robedeau, who was an: interpreter to 
General Kearny whilst in command of the army 
of the West, and was wounded. in the battle of 
San Pasqual, at the rate of sixteen dollarsiand 
sixty-six cents per month, to commence on the 
first day of December, eighteen hundred and 
iry ive , and to continue during his natural life. 

PPROVED, August 23, 1856. 


No. 26.—An Act for the relief of Salvador 
Accardi. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he hereby is, directed to place the name of 
Salvador Accardi upon the roll of invalid pen- 
sions, and that the said Accardi be paid a pension 
at the rate of six dollars per month, commeneing 
from the fourteenth day of March, one thousan 


K eight hundred and fifty-four. 
S 


Approve, August 23, 1856. 


No. 27.—An. Act for the relief of William H. 
Chase. we PRG dow 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, ‘That. the accounting officers of the 
Treasury be directed to pass to the credit of 
William H. Chase, a major in the Army, in the 
settlement of his accounts, the sum of eight hun- 
dred and twelve dollars and fifty cents, being for 
the amount heretofore disallowed him in lieu of 
quarters and fuel in the years eighteen hundred 
and thirty-eightand eighteen hundred and thirty- 
nine; and the further sum of one hundred and 
thirty dollars, for money paid by him for the hire 
of a vessel to convey him, in the course of his 
duty, from Key West to Havana, in the ‘year 
eighteen hundred and forty-five, amounting in 
all to the sum of nine hundred and forty-two 
[dollars] and fifty cents. 
Approven, August 23, 1856. 
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